
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Epiphany 3  
 

A Short Reflective Service of Prayer for those at home 
 

We pray and give thanks to you, Lord Jesus. 
Touch us in our fragile hope, 

seek us when we are afraid to be found, 
stir up our hearts with expectation 

and let your blessing be seen among us.  
 

Blessed be the name of the Lord. AMEN 
 

A Sentence from the Old Testament 
 
 

‘You shall eat the fruit of your labours’ Psalm  128   

 
 

A Reading from the New Testament 
 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 
was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the 

wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to 
her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.’     

His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ Now standing there were 
six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty 
gallons. Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they filled them up to the 

brim. He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.’ So they 
took it. When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know 

where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the      
steward called the bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, 
and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the 

good wine until now.’ Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and  
revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.  

 
John 2 v 1 -  11  

 



Light  your own Candle  
(please ensure this is done safely) 

 

 

Pause for a moment of quiet 
 

Thought for the Day 

There’s no getting away from it, life is a strange mixture of moments when all 
seems to be going smoothly, bringing joy and a sense of fulfilment - and then there 

are the other times when life gets more complicated, things start going wrong and in 
a worst case scenario, hardship and tragedy can strike. 

 

Many try to make sense of life (just read Ecclesiastes). How do we make sense of 
everything that happens in our lives? Can faith offer a solution or does it merely 

convey an optimistic hope? 
 

At the extreme end of the conservative theology some clerics believe and teach 
everything that happens (down to the smallest detail) is the work of God’s hand; it is 
his pre-destined plan for us all. Shocking as it may seem to those with such a rigid 

approach to life and faith, I cannot believe God’s nature fits with such a view. 
 

I believe that the life God has blessed us with offers us all the freedom to choose 
the path we follow. This provides both opportunity and risk. To put it bluntly, choices 

have consequences, thus the significance of the verse: ‘You shall eat the fruit of 
your labours’ Psalm 128 

 

Some of us will never accept that the difficulties which befall us in life may be     
connected to the choices we make, such a thought is unpalatable. I understand 

this, in truth, most of us are reluctant to admit to our faults and I am as guilty as the 
next of making excuses for my own failings! Of course there are times when some-
thing like Covid strikes, when we cannot lay the blame at any ones feet but there is 

plenty for us to reflect on for the part we play in transmitting the virus. 
 

Humanly speaking I like to think of myself as a person who is neither a depressive 
or a supreme optimist, I consider myself more of a realist and this shapes my      
approach to faith, however it can ruffle feathers especially amongst my more       

traditional colleagues! 
 

Sometimes in life we are unconsciously swept away by the tide of circumstances 
and we may look in vain for answers when the pathway we have followed doesn’t 
work out well for us. This thought finds expression in the story of the wedding at  

Cana. When we read the passage we get a sense of a party, a celebration that has 
gone well in most respects bar one, the wine ran out! In those days a wedding party 
lasted days and copious amounts of ‘booze’ were consumed but to run out of drink 

would seem to many guests unacceptable, not the done thing! 
 

Should we be surprised the wine ran out, has the bridegroom’s family been        
negligent with the finite resource they had or, have the parents been overly  

extravagant? It really doesn’t matter for it seems the root of the story lies in both the 
miraculous and benevolent gesture of Jesus to replenish the wine stock. 

 

Life may be a confusing riddle at times and to many, human calamity and suffering 
only endorses the belief there is no God. Like many, I would like to see more happy 
endings as we turn over the chapters of our lives. Truth is, we cannot always see 
God at work in the middle of our troubles and it takes great faith to believe God 



loves us and is with us at such moments. Looking back over a lifetime sometimes 
helps us to see and count our blessings. 

 

Though we get to choose the path we walk (if you believe in free will), the cross and 
the resurrection of Jesus tells us that God knows how even the best plans can hit 

the rocks and yet even in death we have a new and real hope in Christ. 
 

To see the promise of eternal life as a blessing may come too late for some to trust  
in a God centered life but to those whose trust is in the Lord, the creator and  

our redeemer, it is never too late to receive God’s blessing.  
 

Pause for a moment of quiet 

 
Merciful and loving God, 

as we think of the world You created, 

we acknowledge both our strengths and our weaknesses. 
 

We bring to you our fears, concerns and anxieties, 
As well as our visions and dreams for the future. 

 

Where we have erred, forgive us our pride, 
our reluctance to accept our responsibilities and our faults. 

 

Teach us new ways; show us new pathways, 
Help us to swim against the tide of indifference to the daily problems  

that pervade the world. 
 

Heal us of our blindness,  
cure our deafness to the cries of the oppressed. 

 

Help us to hear your voice and to look for the signs of your mighty blessings. 
Above all, teach us to act in faith and hope 

so that we may find wholeness with you  
and peace with each other. AMEN 

 

 
A Call to Prayer 

 

Let us pray for the world, the Church and each other 
 

Prayers for the World 
 

Who will we pray for today? Let us name them. 
 

(Silently name those we pray for or the issues in the world that concern us today) 
 

 
 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Have mercy on your people O God 
In this new and challenging world that stands before us. 

 

Bring healing and wholeness to people and nations, 
and have pity on those suffering in their isolation. 

 
 



Strengthen all who are fearful of disease and death, 
bring them to a new hope in Christ. 

 

Hear the cry of those who lament the passing of loved ones, 
grant them your peace and surround them with your presence. 

 

Give rest to the departed 
and bring them, with your saints, to glory everlasting. 

 

We commend the world to you for which Christ died, 
lead us in the pathways of truth and grant us your wisdom O God, 

now and forever more, AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven 
Hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done;                               
On earth as it is in heaven.               

Give us this day our daily bread.      
And forgive us our trespasses,        

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;      

But Deliver us from evil.      
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

For ever and ever.  AMEN 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Closing Prayer  
 

In the words of St Augustine: 
O Lord, grant that I may desire Thee,  

and desiring Thee, seek Thee,  
and seeking Thee, find Thee,  

and finding Thee, be satisfied with Thee forever.  
AMEN  


