
 

 

 
 
 

Epiphany 2  
 

A Short Reflective Service of Prayer for those at home 
 

We pray and give thanks to you, O Lord, 
as people who have felt your touch in the sunlight, 

admired the work of your hand in all creation.  
and we have marveled that as the maker of the universe, 

You call us by name. 
 

We are here O God, to praise and worship you - 
Blessed be the name of the Lord. AMEN 

 
A Reading from the Old Testament 

 
 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of 
the LORD was rare in those days; there were not many visions. 

 

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was 
lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying 

down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. Then the LORD called, 
„Samuel! Samuel!‟ and he said, „Here I am!‟ and ran to Eli, and said, „Here I am, for 

you called me.‟ But he said, „I did not call; lie down again.‟ So he went and lay 
down. The LORD called again, „Samuel!‟ Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, 

„Here I am, for you called me.‟ But he said, „I did not call, my son; lie down 
again.‟ Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet 
been revealed to him. The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and 

went to Eli, and said, „Here I am, for you called me.‟ Then Eli perceived that 
the LORD was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, „Go, lie down; and if he 

calls you, you shall say, “Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.” ‟ So Samuel went 
and lay down in his place. 

 

Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, „Samuel! Samuel!‟  
And Samuel said, „Speak, for your servant is listening.‟ 

 

1 Samuel 3 v 1-10  
 
 

Light  your own Candle  
(please ensure this is done safely) 

 
 

Pause for a moment of quiet 
 



Thought for the Day 

I wonder what your first reaction was to this Old Testament reading, at first sight 
there seems a sense of ambiguity which leaves us to ponder, 

 what might we learn today from this passage? 
 

Since being a child, I have always loved the story of Samuel in the Temple and I 
particularly enjoy the hymn which was based on this passage - „Here I am Lord, is it 
I Lord, I have heard you calling in the night…‟ However, a thought always crosses 

my mind when I contemplate this story - What would have happened if Samuel had 
been alone and Eli had not been there to give him wise counsel, would Samuel 

have realised God was speaking to him?  
 

Before we explore this passage, a little background information may help us.  
Samuel is the Son of Hannah who for years had wanted a child but had not  

conceived. Whilst praying in the Temple one day, Eli the priest had observed her. 
Unfortunately he misunderstood Hannah‟s passionate body language and believed 
her to be worse for drink! Hannah explained that she had simply been pouring out 
her soul. Moved by Hannah‟s story and faith, Eli sent her home and asked God to 
hear her prayer. Shortly after Hannah conceives a child whom she names Samuel 

and later presents this most precious gift to a life of service in the church. 
 

Shockingly we are told that all this happened in a time when God‟s voice was pretty 
much silent, ‘the Word of the Lord was rare and there were not many visions’ and 
yet Samuel hears a voice in the darkness of the night. Three times Samuel hears 

his name being called (such persistence by God reinforces the thought this was not 
an unintended moment). God had something to say to Samuel but not surprisingly 
the young boy had not recognised God‟s voice. Fortunately Eli the priest discerned 
what was happening and helped Samuel to  enjoin his heart with God‟s so that he 

may fulfil his vocation. 
 

Strange isn‟t it, that God chose Samuel not Eli to hear his voice, even though they 
were both in the service of the Lord. Hearing the Lord speaking, understanding how 
God calls into service those he chooses is something of a conundrum, how do we 
know when God has spoken, how do we make sense of vocation? Samuel‟s story 

reminds us that even the greatest spiritual leaders are by no means those  
guaranteed to hear God speaking to them and yet there is something refreshing in 

the knowledge that God sometimes chooses to do things differently to what we  
expect. What a challenge this passage presents, sometimes people firmly believe 

God has spoken and that they are called to serve in a particular way and others, for 
reasons known only to them-selves just cannot or will not believe it can be so. Of 

great importance it seems to me is the value of those in the church whose vocation 
it is to help us to recognise God‟s voice and his call. God‟s „Calling‟ may not always 
be to become a professional minister, God very much calls us to use our gifts (and 
yes, this includes our time and our money) to do something  for the benefit of his 

Kingdom but we have to be open, ready to listen, ready to serve and most  
importantly ready to trust the wisdom of people like Eli.  

 

Finally, God is always able to speak for himself but as we can see he is also able to 
speak through you or even me. So perhaps you might include in your prayers,  

„Speak Lord, your servant is listening.‟   
 

Pause for a moment of quiet 



 

Merciful God, 
as we think of the world You created, 

we are all here as your children, inhabitants of the one Earth. 
 

We bring to you our fears and anxieties, 
our visions and dreams for the future, 
we also bring our politics and prayers, 

our strengths and our weaknesses, 
our issues and concerns. 

 

Where we have erred, forgive us our pride, 
our reluctance to accept new ways; 

Help us to hear your voice so that we may avoid 
becoming hard of heart or indifferent to the needs of your Kingdom. 

 

Lord, make us aware, make us repentant, 
heal us of our blindness to the injustices of our world, 

cure our deafness to the cries of the oppressed. 
 

Teach us to love, teach us compassion. 
Above all, teach us to act so that we may find wholeness  

and peace with each other. AMEN 
 

 
A Call to Prayer 

 

Let us pray for the world, the Church and each other 
 

Prayers for the World 
 

Who will we pray for today? Let us name them. 
 

(Silently name those we pray for or the issues in the world that concern us today) 
 

 
 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Have mercy on your people O God 
In this new and challenging world that stands before us. 

 

Bring healing and wholeness to people and nations, 
and have pity on those suffering in their isolation. 

 

Strengthen all who are fearful of disease and death, 
bring them to a new hope in Christ. 

 

Hear the cry of those who lament the passing of loved ones, 
grant them your peace and surround them with your presence. 

 

Give rest to the departed 
and bring them, with your saints, to glory everlasting. 

 

We commend the world to you for which Christ died, 
lead us in the pathways of truth and grant us your wisdom O God, 

now and forever more, AMEN. 



 
The Lord’s Prayer   

 

Our Father, who art in heaven 
Hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done;                               
On earth as it is in heaven.               

Give us this day our daily bread.      
And forgive us our trespasses,        

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;      

But Deliver us from evil.      
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

For ever and ever.  AMEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Closing Prayer  
 

In the end as in the beginning, God is God: 
loved by us, wanted by us, 

praised by us, served by us, 
filling his people with the gifts of the Spirit, 

making them whole for the good of the earth. 
 

For the peace we are promised 
which the world cannot destroy, 
for the hope of heaven on earth 

and the final song of joy, 
Thanks be to God. AMEN 
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