
  
 
 
 
 

 

Epiphany  
 

 
A Short Reflective Service of Prayer  

  for those at home 
 

 

In the name of God,  
who through Christ has revealed his glory to the world, 

come let us worship the Lord. 
 
 

GOSPEL READING 

Matthew 2 v 1 - 11 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,                  
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, „Where is the child who           

has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star in the East,  
and have come to pay him homage.‟  

When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him;  
and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people,  

he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  
They told him, „In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ‟ 

 



Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,  

„Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me 
word so that I may also go and pay him homage.‟  

When they had heard the king, they set out; and ahead of them, went the star that 
they had seen in the East, until it stopped over the place where the child was.  
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  

On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother;  
and they knelt down and paid him homage.  

Then, opening their treasure-chests,  
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 
 

Light  your own Candle  
(please ensure this is done safely) 

 

God of hope, as I light this candle, may it be to me like the star in the East,  
guiding my heart to join with yours. AMEN 

 
Pause for a moment of quiet 

 

Thought for the Day  

 
 

Someone sent me a Christmas card which read, ’Three Wise Women would have 
asked directions, delivered the baby, cleaned the stable, made a casserole… and 

there would have been Peace on Earth.’  A lovely thought! 
 

The story of the Magi is fairly well known, familiar to many because of the carol writ-
ten by John Henry Hopkins just over a hundred years ago -  

„We three Kings of Orient are, 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar…‟ 

And then of course came the corrupted version in the 60‟s… 
‟one on a scooter beeping his hooter following Ringo Star….‟ 

 

Underlying these modern images that add „colour‟ to what is truly a most important 
part of the Christmas story is something quite beautiful and profound; within the 

Biblical text are these words, „We saw HIS star…‟ 
 

It seems incredible if we are honest that a small huddle of star gazers had the  
courage and conviction of their faith to believe they should follow this star to the 
place it would take them to see this „wonder‟ that prophecy of old had previously 

spoken of. 
 

A star is no less than a sun whose brilliance ordinarily brings life and light to our 
planets and yet in our reality a ‘star’ seems a lesser light as it twinkles in the night 

sky above, distant, barely visible and sometimes obscured by cloud. 
 Despite this visual inconstancy, it remains in its place, always there metaphorically 
speaking. Such thoughts lead me to think of „Faith‟ in a similar manner, for human 

faith in God and in Christ the Son of God are often just a small light within, a „lesser‟ 
light but enough to keep us on the pathway to heaven. 

 



As we travel through life, we look for God in the everyday things, in people or in 
events (such as a crisis as we face in the world today), sometimes we see God 

clearly and sometimes it seems God is hidden! 
 

For me, the point of this biblical text  is having the courage to keep looking for the 
signs of God‟s presence, his word and his Spirit at work in the world. At times, we 
may find it hard to continue to follow the „Light‟ that is Christ but scriptures and the 
faith of the Magi (the Kings) remind us that God is there, ahead of us, surrounding 

us and within us through faith. God doesn‟t give up on us.  
 

I pray as we enter this New Year with all its difficulties and uncertainties that we 
may share the faith of these unknown „Kings‟ or „Stargazers‟ until the day comes 

when we too see and meet with the ‟wonder‟ that is  Jesus. 
 
 

Pause for a moment of quiet 
 

Merciful God, 
You offer us, as you offer all people, refreshment for our souls, 

but more than that, we thank you that before anyone comes to you, 
YOU come to them first. 

You came to Mary and asked her to be the „God‟ bearer, 
You came to Peter, James and John by the lakeside, 

to Mary Magdelene in the garden of tears, 
to the trembling disciples in the locked room 

and even to Saul breathing murderous threats. 
Lord, you are indeed a God of surprises. 

 

You call your people to faith, 
So we may be ready for your Son‟s return. 

Prepare our hearts and minds, 
Open our eyes to your presence around us 

and the ways in which we too may serve your Kingdom 
until the day comes when we are all gathered into you unending presence. 

In Jesus‟ name we pray. AMEN 

 
A Call to Prayer 

 

Let us pray for the world, the Church and each other 
 

Prayers for the World 
 

Who will we pray for today? Let us name them. 
 

(Silently name those we pray for) 
 

 
 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Have mercy on your people O God 
In this new and changed world that stands before us. 

 

Bring healing and wholeness to people and nations, 
and have pity on those suffering in their isolation. 



 

Strengthen all who are fearful of disease and death, 
bring them to a new hope in Christ. 

 

Hear the cry of those in pain, those who lament, 
grant them your peace and surround them with your presence. 

 

Give rest to the departed 
and bring them, with your saints, to glory everlasting. 

 

We commend the world to you for which Christ died, 
lead us in the pathways of truth and grant us your protection O God, 

Now and forever more,  
AMEN. 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven 
Hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done;                               
On earth as it is in heaven.               

Give us this day our daily bread.      
And forgive us our trespasses,        

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;      

But Deliver us from evil.      
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

For ever and ever.  AMEN 
 

Closing Prayer  
 

May Christ the Son of Righteousness shine upon you,  
scatter the darkness from before your path,  

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory. AMEN 
 
 

 


