
 

Hello everyone 

I hope this finds you well. 

If you are anything like me, you may be finding January rather miserable and you may 

be glad to see the end of it next week.  Even though Christmas was very low key this 

year, it allowed a period of hope and joy in otherwise grim circumstances.  We were very 

lucky to have our son Alex home from France for a few days after four months away.  

Waving him back off, not knowing when we will see him again, was a difficult start to the 

New Year.  It is hard not being able to spend time with family and friends and, at times, 

it is difficult to see an end to this pandemic.  The weather has not helped and I am 

rather fed up of trudging through the mud on my daily dog walks (I think the dogs are 

too!!). 

But, despite all of this, there is still much to be thankful for.  I am continually amazed by 

the development of new treatments for this terrible disease, which are saving lives on a 

daily basis.  I am awe inspired by the commitment of the medical staff who continue to 

care with compassion for all the people who need their help.  It is hard to say just how 

grateful we should be to the scientists who have brought us vaccines which give us hope 

that we can look forward to some kind of normality in the near future. 

With renewed hope, I am also noticing the days lengthening and signs of life in the 

garden.  I am looking forward to the many things that Spring brings and cautiously hope 

that we will be able to spend time with family and friends in our gardens.  Easter feels a 

long way off, but it may be a turning point and I pray that we might be able to worship 

again together in our lovely church. 

Take care and stay safe. 

God bless you all. 

Debbie 

Debbie Gould (Churchwarden) 

 

No services are taking place inside our church building 

Please make a note of the above decision taken by our Parochial Church Council (PCC), 

which will be reviewed in the middle of February.  Rev Huw’s letter explaining the 

decision can be read on our website and A Church Near You page.  

Ash Wednesday service 

This years’ service on Wednesday 17th February will be taking place online.  We are 

looking at ways to make this event as interactive as possible by showing you how to 

make your own ash at home.  If possible, please have a tealight and box of matches to 

hand- not a lighter - but specifically matches. 

Our online coffee mornings are back 

Our first event on Saturday 23rd January, hosted by Rev Huw, was well attended with 

multiple people attending from around six different households via Zoom.  The next one 

takes place on Saturday 6th February starting at 11 a.m.  Lasting for no longer than an 

hour, they are an opportunity for a drink, a snack, and a laugh with people outside of 

your own household.   

https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/no-services-inside-our-building
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/15892/news/41930/no-services-are-being-held-inside-our-church-building/


In the coming weeks they’ll be held on the first and third Saturdays of each month.  If 

you’d like to attend via Zoom, please subscribe to our ‘full’ newsletter by visiting 

www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp 

Sunday morning services – Zoom, Facebook Live and YouTube 

Our online service on the Fourth Sunday of Epiphany will be taking place at 11.30 a.m. 

on Sunday 31st January, and Rev Huw and Rev Alex will be in charge.  You'll be able to 

sing three beautiful hymns – ‘King of glory, King of peace’, ‘Like a candle flame’, and 'O 

for a thousand tongues to sing’.   

You’ll be able to participate in this service via Zoom using your electronic device, mobile 

phone or landline.  This service will also be available to watch via a simultaneous 

broadcast using Facebook Live, and later on in the day via our YouTube channel.  The 

service is accessible by a PowerPoint presentation which is shared on the screen. 

If you’d like to attend via Zoom, please subscribe to our ‘full’ newsletter by visiting 

www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp 

Friday night prayer with Rev Fiona 

Rev Fiona’s night prayer services are taking place on a weekly basis at 9 p.m. each 

Friday.  You can watch live, and comment if you wish, by visiting our Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton  

You can watch previous week’s recordings on our YouTube channel. 

Latest coronavirus information and how this affects services being held inside 

St Michael’s Church building 

Rev Huw has requested that you all regularly ‘keep an eye on’ the latest advice being 

issued by The Diocese of Manchester and The Church of England on the current 

coronavirus situation.  You can do this in the following ways: 

• Diocese website 

• Diocese Facebook page 

• Diocese Twitter page 

• Church of England website 

• Church of England Facebook page 

• Church of England Twitter page 

Our Online Church 

We have already been sharing our services and prayers on our web and social media 

sites. If you don't know how to find these, please use the links below: 

• www.stmichaelsflixton.org   

• St Michael’s You Tube Channel 

(please encourage family and friends 

to subscribe to this) 

• www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton 

• https://twitter.com/StMichaelsFlix  

• www.instagram.com/stmichaelschurc

hflixton

Not using social media? 

If you aren't a confident user of a computer, laptop, tablet or phone when accessing 

information on the internet, and you don't use social media, then please start by visiting 

the Church's website.  Special sections have been created to help our congregation and 

the wider Flixton community, and they can be found in the section called Online Church. 

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_Y8-dyUc9o
https://www.manchester.anglican.org/coronavirus/
https://www.facebook.com/ManchesterDiocese/
https://twitter.com/DioManchester
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://twitter.com/churchofengland
http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdZR4uP5dSyRwgt98HoLbVw?view_as=subscriber
https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton
https://twitter.com/StMichaelsFlix
https://www.instagram.com/stmichaelschurchflixton/
https://www.instagram.com/stmichaelschurchflixton/
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/online-church


In the Online Church section, you can access a copy of the service booklets we are using 

during our online services, find links to online information to help you to stay 

physically and mentally healthy during this period, and a page to subscribe to receive 

this newsletter by entering your email address. You can in the News section watch our 

recorded services and prayers via YouTube option, and also see our social media posts 

(without having your own accounts) in the Facebook, Twitter and Instagram page links. 

Please continue to support St Michael’s Church 

Whilst self-isolating or socially distancing, you can still support our beautiful Grade II* 

listed building and churchyard in a variety of ways, as follows: 

1. Online donations can be me made at www.stmichaelsflixton.org/support-us 

2. Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you shop online! Over 4,000 

shops and sites will donate, so you can raise FREE donations for us no matter 

what you’re buying.  They even have fair trade retailers who work with 

easyfundraising as well.  These donations really help us out, so please sign up if 

you haven’t yet. It’s easy and free! You can get started at 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n2  

If you want to find out how easyfundraising works, please visit our website page 

at www.stmichaelsflixton.org/easy-fundraising 

3. If you have an Amazon account, please make your purchases using AmazonSmile 

instead.  It is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and 

shopping features as Amazon.co.uk.  The difference is that when you shop on 

AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price of eligible products to St Michael's Church.  A full explanation on how you 

can ‘convert’ your existing Amazon account into an AmazonSmile one that 

supports St Michael’s can be found here www.stmichaelsflixton.org/shop  

If you do need to set up an AmazonSmile account please click here to get started 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1134769-0  

4. You raise money for us by searching on the web.  If you use easysearch as your 

search engine you can raise £20 a year for St Michael’s by completing 10 

searches a day.  To get started visit http://stmichaelsflix.easysearch.org.uk/ and 

save it as one of your internet browser’s bookmarks. 

 

Using and setting up Zoom 

Zoom can be found by visiting their website https://zoom.us and clicking on the 'sign up 

it's free' button'.  Once you have completed this process, please follow the steps on the 

image shown on the next page.   

Alternatively, online help and guidance is available via Zoom or Gadgets Now.  Zoom can 

be used via your computer, tablet, and mobile and landline phones (for audio only), and 

there is a downloadable app to use as well. 

 

https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/service-booklet
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/stayingphysicallyandmentallyhealthy
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/stayingphysicallyandmentallyhealthy
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/stayingintouchandaskingforhelp
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/stayingintouchandaskingforhelp
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/youtube
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/youtube
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/facebook
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/twitter
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/instagram
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n2
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n2
http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/easy-fundraising
http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/shop
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1134769-0
http://stmichaelsflix.easysearch.org.uk/
https://zoom.us/
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206618765-Zoom-Video-Tutorials
https://www.gadgetsnow.com/how-to/how-to-download-and-set-up-zoom-app-for-your-meetings/articleshow/74925422.cms?fbclid=IwAR0CDB6IlFBz3ISbj4Q7d_ALlc0IhqNbo6JrxXKMYJ2vX1WFd020BFjAzhY


 

 

 

 

 


