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Epiphany 3/Conversion of Paul 
 

¶   The Gathering 
 

Hymn: “Will You Come And Follow Me” 
 
1 Will you come and follow me 
 if I but call your name?  
 Will you go where you don't know 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you let my love be shown, 
 will you let my name be known, 
 will you let my life be grown, 
 in you and you in me? 
 
2 Will you leave yourself behind 
 if I but call your name?  
 Will you care for cruel and kind 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you risk the hostile stare 
 should your life attract or scare? 
 Will you let me answer prayer 
 in you and you in me? 
 
3 Will you let the blinded see 
 if I but call your name?  
 Will you set the prisoners free  
 and never be the same? 
 Will you kiss the leper clean, 
 and do such as this unseen,  
 and admit to what I mean  
 in you and you in me? 
 
4 Will you love the 'you' you hide  
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you quell the fear inside  
 and never be the same? 
 Will you use the faith you've found  
 to reshape the world around, 
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 through my sight and touch and sound  
 in you and you in me? 
 
5 Lord, your summons echoes true  
 when you but call my name. 
 Let me turn and follow you  
 and never be the same.  
 In your company I'll go  
 where your love and footsteps show.  
 Thus I'll move and live and grow  
 in you and you in me.  
 
John L Bell (born 1949) and Graham Maule (1958-2019) 
© 1987 WGRG, c/o Iona Community, 21 Carlton Court, Glasgow, G5 9JP, Scotland. www.wildgoose.scot 
 

 

The Greeting 
In the name of Jesus  
who was born to be our Saviour, Christ the Lord, 
we welcome you. 
Grace, mercy and peace be with you 

All  and also with you. 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
All  Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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 Prayers of Penitence 
 

Invitation to confession 
We were once dead through the trespasses and sins in which we lived,  
but now we are alive together with Christ. 
Through him we have access in one Spirit to the Father 
to whom we humbly confess our sins.    
 
Lord Jesus, in your love you invite us to be your friends: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, in your joy you choose us to go out and bear fruit: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, in your power you send us to be your faithful witnesses: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
 May the God of all healing and forgiveness 
draw you to himself, 
that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, 
and be cleansed from all your sins 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
All  Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
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you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 

The Collect 
The Collect is said.  

Almighty God, 
who caused the light of the gospel 
to shine throughout the world 
through the preaching of your servant Saint Paul: 
grant that we who celebrate his wonderful conversion  
may follow him in bearing witness to your truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 

 

¶   The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Readings 
 

First Reading 
Isaiah 9:1-4 - The Righteous Reign of the Coming King 

But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the 
former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of 
the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.  
2 The people who walked in darkness 
   have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
   on them light has shined.  
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3 You have multiplied the nation, 
   you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
   as with joy at the harvest, 
   as people exult when dividing plunder.  
4 For the yoke of their burden, 
   and the bar across their shoulders, 
   the rod of their oppressor, 
   you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 - Divisions in the Church 
10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that all of you should be in agreement and that there 
should be no divisions among you, but that you should be united in 
the same mind and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to 
me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers 
and sisters.12What I mean is that each of you says, ‘I belong to Paul’, or 
‘I belong to Apollos’, or ‘I belong to Cephas’, or ‘I belong to Christ.’ 13Has 
Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized 
in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of you except 
Crispus and Gaius,15so that no one can say that you were baptized in 
my name. 16(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond 
that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did 
not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with 
eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of 
its power. 
18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn: “Be Still For The Presence Of The Lord” 
 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here; 
come bow before Him now with reverence and fear. 
in Him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground; 
be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here. 
  
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; 
He burns with holy fire, with splendour He is crowned. 
How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around. 
  
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place; 
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister His grace. 
No work too hard for Him, in faith receive from Him; 
be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.  

 
David J Evans (born 1957) 
© 1986 Thankyou Music/Adm. by worshiptogether.com songs excl UK & Europe, adm. by kingswaysongs.com. 
www.kingswaysongs.com.  

 

Gospel Reading 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Many who are first will be last, and the last will be first. 
Alleluia. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew 4:12-23 - Jesus Begins His Ministry in Galilee 
12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to 
Galilee. 13He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the 
lake, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had been 
spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:  
15 ‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
   on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—  
16 the people who sat in darkness 
   have seen a great light, 
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
   light has dawned.’  
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.’ 
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18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who 
is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the lake—for 
they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will 
make you fish for people.’ 20Immediately they left their nets and 
followed him.21As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, 
James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their 
father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called 
them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed 
him.  
23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease 
and every sickness among the people. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 
 
The Creed  
Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

All  We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
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he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.  

 

Prayers of Intercession 
Encouraged by our fellowship with all the saints, 
let us make our prayers to the Father through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Father, your Son called men and women to leave the past behind 
them and to follow him as his disciples in the way of the cross.  
Look with mercy upon those whom he calls today, marks with the 
cross and makes his disciples within the Church ... 

Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Your Son told his disciples not to be afraid, and at Easter breathed on 
them his gift of peace.  
Look with mercy upon the world into which he sent them out, and give 
it that peace for which it longs ... 

Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Your Son formed around him a company who were no longer servants 
but friends, and he called all those who obeyed him his brother and 
sister and mother. 
Look with mercy upon our families and our friends and upon the 
communities in which we share ... 

Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
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Your Son sent out disciples to preach and to heal the sick. 
Look with mercy on all those who yearn to hear the good news of 
salvation, and renew among your people the gifts of healing ... 

Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Your Son promised to those who followed him that they would sit on 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel and would share the 
banquet of the kingdom. 
According to your promise, look with mercy on those who have walked 
with Christ in this life and now have passed through death ... 

Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, 
you have built your Church upon the foundation 
 of the apostles and prophets, 
with Jesus Christ himself as the chief cornerstone: 
so join us together in unity of spirit by their doctrine, 
that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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¶   The Dismissal 
 

Hymn: “Holy Spirit, Living Breath Of God” 
recorded remotely by the Gabriella Noble and Gavin Roberts in their homes, and edited together. 

 
Holy Spirit, living breath of God, 
breathe new life into my willing soul. 
Bring the presence of the risen Lord 
to renew my heart and make me whole. 
Cause your word to come alive in me; 
give me faith for what I cannot see, 
give me passion for your purity; 
Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 
 
Holy Spirit, come abide within, 
may your joy be seen in all I do. 
Love enough to cover every sin 
in each thought and deed and attitude: 
kindness to the greatest and the least, 
gentleness that sows the path of peace. 
turn my strivings into works of grace; 
Breath of God, show Christ in all I do. 
 
Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth, 
giving life to all that God has made, 
show your power once again on earth, 
Cause your church to hunger for your ways. 
May the fragrance of our prayers arise; 
lead us on the road of sacrifice, 
that in unity the face of Christ 
may be clear for all the world to see. 

 
Keith Getty (born 1974) and Stuart Townend (born 1963) 
© Thankyou Music/Adm. By Kingswaysongs, a division of David C Cook 
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 Blessing 
May Christ who called Paul to his service, 
and to preach the good news to the world,  
strengthen you to witness to his grace and love. 
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. 

All  Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All  In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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