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Providing free community meals in March, Cambs.  

Happy New Year!! 
From all of us at the Chat-Tea Headquarters! 

Thank you for all the lovely Christmas cards we received, as well as for the gifts, dona-
tions and messages we were sent at the end of last year!  

We’re aware that this year hasn’t started off in the best way it could have, with tighter 
restrictions imposed after Christmas and full lockdown following shortly afterwards. 
We wanted to take this opportunity to reassure you that we will be doing everything 
within our power to ensure that our regular evening meals will continue throughout 
this lockdown and beyond, for delivery or collection. 

For those receiving deliveries, please note that going forward we will be ensuring 
stricter social distancing, therefore we will place food deliveries on the doorstep, ring 
the bell/knock at the door and then leave.  If you cannot pick up your food bags from 
the floor, please provide us with a chair/stool or something similar outside of the 
door, for us to place the bags onto. Please allow our delivery drivers the time to move 
away from the door before you collect your food - we’re not trying to be anti-social, 
we’re just trying to keep everyone safe! 

While working for Chat-Tea, all kitchen volunteers and delivery drivers are tempera-
ture checked upon entry to the building, face coverings are of course mandatory, and 
hats, aprons and gloves are worn wherever possible during food preparation and 
packing. 

We will continue to provide the best service we can 
during this time, in line with government guidance and 
within the budget and facilities we have available to us. 
Thank you for your continued understanding! 

Blessings,  

Rebecca, Karen, Rachel 
and all the Chat-Tea volunteers 



The Chat-Tea Story... 

The idea for Chat-Tea came about during the winter of 2017, when the Youth group 
at St John’s became aware that a homeless person had been sleeping in the church 
porch and they wanted to help. This prompted discussions regarding the idea of a 
regular community meal, to help the lonely, vulnerable or disadvantaged, which 
would be prepared and served by the young people once a month.  

Based in St John’s Church Hall, Chat-Tea café opened its doors to the public on Oc-
tober 7th 2018 and prior to lockdown, served approximately 270 meals to people 
from the community. No charge is made for the meals but donations are accepted 
towards ongoing funding.  

During the first CV-19 lockdown, Chat-Tea moved to a take-away service in early 
May 2020 and has delivered over 3600 free hot meals and a great number of food 
parcels since then.  All are welcome regardless of age, situation, ability to pay or 
religious affiliation. St John's Church is a proud member of the community 
FareShare scheme which receives food donations from both Tesco stores in March, 
for use within Chat-Tea’s meals or as food parcels that can be distributed to clients. 

Chat-Tea is a volunteer-led, not-for-profit, community project. It relies on monetary 
donations, funding grants and food donations, as well as a generous amount of 
time given by a team of just over a dozen kitchen volunteers and delivery drivers. 
The kitchen team is limited to a maximum of 3 (with only 6 people permitted in the 
hall in total) and provides between 50-80 meals each day Chat-Tea is open. Since 
mid October 2020, Chat Tea has been led by three members of Ely Diocese's Chang-
ing Market Towns Project, in addition to their church work. Read more below - in 
our next leaflet we will be introducing some of our other volunteers! 

Follow the Chat-Tea Facebook page for more news, infor-
mation and regular updates. Scan the image to the right with 

your phone camera or search Facebook for @ChatteaSJYG 

Rebecca: Leads the kitchen and is maybe 
a bit bossy - in the nicest possible way 
according to the other volunteers! She 
loves cooking but hates chopping onions 
with a fiery passion. Would eat Chinese 
takeout daily if it was possible. 
 
Karen: Has been with Chat-Tea from its 
inception and does an amazing job of 
building relationships with Chat-Tea vol-
unteers, clients and families. She loves her 
little dogs (Frankie and Benny) and can’t 
stand marzipan. 
 
Rachel: Only joined the Project Team in 
September and has totally hit the ground 
running. Possibly the best sausage-
cooking vegan in town, she loves Lotus 
biscuits and mashing the potatoes. 


