
CHURCH NEWS JANUARY 2021 

THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER FROM HOLY CROSS SWAINBY 

AND ST MARY’S POTTO 

Delivered to your door to keep you in touch 

 

WISHING ALL OUR READERS  

 

 

A HEALTHY AND PEACEFUL NEW YEAR 

 

 

2020 HAS BEEN A MOST UNUSUAL YEAR WITH MANY PROBLEMS, 

MUCH SADNESS AND ANXIETY AND MANY CHALLENGES. 

We would like to note our wholehearted thanks to our clergy 

and readers for everything they have done to keep our 

churches running both virtually and truly, and to Lorna our 

churchwarden and many other members of our church 

community for all that has been done over the year and for the 

support received from so many. 

 

 

We pray for good health and peace in the forthcoming year. 

 

 

This issue is kindly sponsored by an anonymous member of our 

congregation. 

 



January 3rd CAFE CHURCH at 10.30 a.m. in the Church hall, with social distancing, 

tea, coffee, and maybe cake.  All welcome to a seating limit of about 25. 

 

100+ CLUB DECEMBER DRAW 

78  Dave Bottomley            £100 

55  Toby and Fiona Horton   £50 

67  Bill and Liz Emmerson   £25 

13  David Muckle                 £10 

58  Geoff and Nova Brown     £5 

Thank you to all who supported the 100+ club during this last year.  The draw will start 

again in March 2021. 

 

Grateful thanks are due to Neil Metcalfe for the gift of the Holy Cross Christmas tree, 

and to Anne Preston for the tree at St Mary’s Potto. 

 

REPORTS 

CAROL SINGING ON 18TH DECEMBER took place around the Church Christmas tree 

and was a night to remember with joy.  As there has been no singing in church many of 

us had not sung properly for months, some of us were not entirely sure that we could 

still do it.  With the help of the band however we made a joyful sound.  More than £100 

was donated for Streetlink, a charity which helps rough sleepers.   

We are thankful to Jen and her friends from the North Skelton Band who played so 

beautifully and really transformed the evening. 

There was a successful CHRISTMAS MARKET in the Church hall where the church stall 

made the significant sum of £275 selling cakes, preserves, face masks, and other 

goodies.  We were most grateful for the support in a year where our finances have been a 

cause for concern. 

ADVENT WINDOWS:  there was a keen response from many people in the village offering 

to make an Advent window to light up our lives during Advent.  There were 30 decorated 

windows showing many Christmas themes.  We were most delighted with the community 

response.  The display culminated in a very large angel in the church porch on 23rd and 

scenes of Christ’s Nativity in the church on 24th December.   There was much artistry 

and a walk around the village became a pleasure and something of a treasure hunt. 

Posters of the windows will be on the notice boards at the back of church in January 

and can be admired when the church is open. Thank you to all who participated. 

 

 



CHRISTMAS EVE. 

As it was not possible to have our usual very popular Crib service on Christmas Eve due to the 

need for social distancing, we came up with the idea for a” Stations of the Nativity” display in 

church.  The scenes began with the annunciation, and went on to tell the Christmas story.   

There were items to read and ponder over, wonderful flying angels and more grounded 

shepherds, magnificent kings with rich gifts (including, I was pleased to see, a box of Yorkshire 

Gold tea) and finally a scene depicting the fleeing of 

the holy family as refugees into Egypt with a very still 

Georgie Kessell dressed as the Virgin Mary nursing her 

baby.  It was a great success, the music was good and 

the (candle)lighting added greatly to the atmosphere.  

Many congratulations to all those artistic people for all 

the design, drawing, painting and thought which went 

into the display (special thanks to Jane Kitching).  It 

will remain in place until Twelfth Night.   There was a 

collection for the Methodist Asylum Project in 

Middlesbrough and gifts of toys and games were 

gratefully received. 

FOODBANK 

The Covid 19 situation has made us even more aware of uncertainty, loneliness, poverty and 

more.  The number of donations received this Christmas from a wide range of supporters has 

amazed and delighted the staff.  There have been new volunteers and a Volunteer Co-ordinator 

has been recruited.  The depot and distribution centres open again, after a short Christmas 

break, on 4th January. Do continue to make your donations at supermarkets or online. 

 

We are sad to report the death of Fred Curry in November.  Fred was a long-time resident of 

Carlton and a frequent member of our congregation at Holy Cross, until he moved to Stokesley.  

He lived to be 100 years old and was a staunch supporter of the Whorlton benefice. 

We are also saddened to hear of the passing of Pauline Hornby after a year of illness. We extend 

our condolences to her family and friends.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

From the Parish Registers 

30th October 2020 MARRIAGE 

Thomas Oliver Beagrie and Laura Jayne Dunn 

We offer them our congratulations and best wishes for the future. 

 

CHURCH HALL FUTURE BOOKINGS: Email swainbychurch@btinternet.com 

Queries to Lorna or Sue Lawton 01642 700491 

Church News Editor: Pauline Kynge: email pkynge@gmail.com 

Church News February deadline: 22nd January 
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Benefice Services for January 2021 

Sunday 3rd January 

Epiphany                8.00 a.m.      Potto                                  Holy Communion 

                               9.30 a.m.       Hutton Rudby                   Holy Communion 

                               9.30 a.m.      Faceby                               Holy Communion 

                               10.30 a.m.     Swainby                            Cafe Church 

                               11.00a.m.      Crathorne                          Holy Communion 

Sunday 10th January 

1st Epiphany            9.30 a.m.        Hutton Rudby                   Holy Communion 

                               9.30 a.m.         Swainby                           Holy Communion 

                               11.00 a.m.       Carlton                             Holy Communion 

                               11.00 a.m.       Middleton                         Holy Communion 

Sunday 17th January 

2nd Epiphany          9.30 a.m.         Hutton Rudby                  Holy Communion 

                                9.30 a.m.         Swainby                          Holy Communion 

                                11.00 a.m.       Crathorne                       Holy Communion 

                                11.00 a.m.       Faceby                            Holy Communion 

Sunday 24th January 

3rd Epiphany             9.30 a.m.         Hutton Rudby                Holy Communion 

                                 9.30 a.m.         Swainby                         Holy Communion 

                                11.00 a.m.        Carlton                           Holy Communion 

Sunday 31st January 

Candlemas                9.30.a.m.         Hutton Rudby                Holy Communion 

                                 9.30 a.m.         Swainby                         Holy Communion 

                                11.00 a.m.        Crathorne                       Holy Communion 

Every Wednesday in Swainby Church Hall at 9.30am, Holy Communion service 

ZOOM SERVICE - Every Sunday at 11.00 a.m. with Su Reid (non eucharist), Email: swainbychurch@btinternet.com to 

join the Zoom service. 

CHURCH CONTACT DETAILS 

Rector:   The Revd Robert Opala 01642 701245 robertopala62@yahoo.co.uk 

Assistant Curate:  The Revd David Sudron 01642 700321 

Readers:    Gordon Clarke 01642 701740    Su Reid 01642 700035 sufpreid@gmail.com  

Churchwardens: Lorna Kessell 07917524751 swainbychurch@btinternet.com & Sue Crombie 07932084264 
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