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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
As we stand on the brink of another new year, our hopes and aspirations may be very 
different this time round. Perhaps the last year has robbed us of our energy and vision. 
However we’re feeling, it’s a time of enormous change and great opportunity so let’s 
support those whose dreams and hopes enable them to re-imagine a new normal. 
 Rabbi Lord Sacks, who died last year said “We achieve greatness by handing our values 
on to the next generation, and empowering them to go and build the future.”  
 
ST. MARY’S WILL BE CLOSED ON 3RD AND 10TH JANUARY BECAUSE OF RISING COVID 
TRANSMISSION RATES. DO JOIN IN PRAYERS AT HOME OR TAKE PART IN A “ZOOM” 
SERVICE THIS SUNDAY (10.20 FOR 10.30 ) USING THE LINK BELOW 
 
 

Inscription translates            https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82172796502?pwd=dm9PandVL1l6YTgzOFFTQzQ1L0NqQT09 
   “Do not be afraid” 
 
The creativity and genius of those who worked co-operatively to develop and roll out the vaccines during the course 
of 2020 was one of the most exciting achievements to come out of the crisis. Let’s hope it will spur us on to tackle 
the other big global problems and make the world a greener, safer, better place.  
 
Looking back on the year that’s gone, it’s interesting to observe that whilst the sale of firearms in the United States 
surged by 70% as the scale of the pandemic became clear, here in Britain, it was sales of croquet sets that went 
through the roof. We all have our own ways of coping …. 
 
If you are indulging in a bit of retail therapy in the January sales, raising free donations when you shop online 

couldn’t be easier! There are over 4,000 retailers ready and   willing to give 
money to St. Mary’s. You’ll find big name retailers like John Lewis, 

Amazon, eBay and Apple, all ready to help you raise more for the church 
when you shop with them. To get started, go to the “Easyfundraising” 

website, search for “St. Mary’s Church Swynnerton ST15 0RA” and click on “Support this cause”. You can download a 
“Donation Reminder” so that every time you go to a retail site you’re prompted to claim your free donation.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO Eddie Goacher, Jonquil and Nick’s son, who has recently become a member of the 
Royal College of Surgeons. Eddie works at the Royal Hallamshire hospital in Sheffield and is now undertaking a 
further six years of specialist neurosurgical training. Eddie did especially well in his Surgeon’s Finals, achieving a score 
of 92%. Jonquil comments on the irony of spending years studying and working to be known as a “Doctor”, only to 
revert to plain “Mr.” as qualifications increase! 
 
Please pray for Eddie and all those who work in hospitals as they carry on at the frontline of this crisis.  
Please also pray this week for Richard Wenger, Fr. Paul Chavasse, Wendy Jackson and Paul Bell, Dot Sergeant, 
Elaine Dulson, Pat Lawrence, Carol & Martyn Turner, Pat Barley, Geoff & Linda Foster, Margaret Bailey, 
 Margaret Farr, Kay Bickerton, George Edwards, Nick & Jonquil Goacher, the Murrie family, Alex Baines and  
 Margaret McKnight and her family.   
 

Thanks …. Denise Snowball enjoyed the gift sent out to HeBrews customers: 

“Thank you so much for my Christmas Box. What a lovely surprise when I opened it to find so many beautiful gifts, 
made with love from you all. This gift tops the lot for me because I see how you have all worked together and made a 
lot of the gifts yourselves. A beautiful card along with the other literature, I’ve read them all. May God richly bless 
you all, this is His love in action.” 

  



 Lichfield Diocesan staff are helping out through January by providing sermons for the local parishes. 
Here are extracts from Bishop Clive Gregory’s message on the subject of Epiphany. The readings are 
Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12. 
 
“I remember from my childhood how taking a photo used to be “an event” in our family. My father 
had rather a nice camera but wasn’t really an enthusiast for photography, so when a family occasion 
came round there was a great hiatus as the camera’s little blue book of instructions was sought, to 

try and identify the right settings. This approach was not ideal for spontaneous moments so as a result, our family 
history is sparsely recorded on film.  
How my father would have appreciated the camera on an iphone. Just point and click and no excuse for missing out 
on any special moment. Every year my wife compiles a family “Year Book” – a digital photo album which records our 
most special times and the magic of those moments and experiences is recreated.  
I am sure that many of us will have our own albums, enabling us to remember how we felt, how our lives were 
touched by a particular occasion –a birth, wedding, graduation or confirmation .. 
 
Today the Church celebrates the feast of the Epiphany, (the word meaning an occasion when God reveals himself to 
us in a particular way – when he touches our life through the power of a particular experience.)  
In Ephesians 3;2-3, St. Paul makes reference to his great personal Epiphany, when God revealed Himself in dramatic 
fashion on the road to Damascus –bringing about Paul’s conversion to Christianity, but also resulting in him being 
assigned a particular vocation, a “commission of God’s grace”; to bring the gospel to the non-Jewish peoples.  
When the Church refers to “The Epiphany”, we are of course remembering and celebrating the visit of the wise men 
from the East to the infant Jesus. And in this instance too, we are recalling how God touched those wise men 
through the power of their experience. They wouldn’t have been able to capture a photographic image of the Holy 
Family but we can be sure that they carried with them a mental image of that scene for the rest of their lives, and we 
can imagine what a source of inspiration that would have been. When Matthew speaks of them returning to their 
country “by another road”, he may indeed be suggesting that their lives had fundamentally changed course as a 
result of encountering the Christ child.  
 
Today we can celebrate our own Epiphanies, our own moments, times of revelation. It’s a day for flicking through 
the album of our own faith journey. Whose are the faces we see, the people who, as we recall them, speak to us of 
God? Who have been our guiding stars? And what are the situations, events, conversations, that remain imprinted 
on our memory, because, through them, we felt that God had come close to us? 
The “album” of our faith is the most precious possession that we have because it is uniquely personal to us, a series 
of pictures, which represent key points in our journey of faith.  
 
When I was a parish priest, one of the most privileged experiences was to visit the bereaved and hear their accounts 
of the life of their loved one. Sometimes a photo album would be produced and then, as we flicked through it 
together, I would feel a deep sense of connection with that person, a greater closeness, a greater depth of 
understanding of them and their life.  
 
An Epiphany resolution that we might do well to consider, is to find opportunities to share with one another 
snapshots from our faith journeys. It might bring us closer together, deepening our understanding of one another. 
But it might also serve as a dry run for our own version of Paul’s mission, because talking about the power of God in 
our lives is the most effective form of evangelism. I often wonder why I need to preach at Confirmation services, 
because the most powerful form of evangelistic witness has already been given by those candidates who give their 
testimony – speaking directly of their experience of God’s revelation in their lives and the difference it has made. But 
it isn’t for everyone to be able to give public testimony …. 
 
Last year we gave a pocket version of our “Year Book” to my mother for Christmas, for her own enjoyment but also 
because we knew that she would want to share it with her friends. Not for nothing are small photo albums called 
“Granny’s boasting books”! 
The challenge for us all is to find ways of “boasting” (to use a word favoured by St. Paul) of our faith, to those have 
not yet experienced God’s revelation in their lives. The challenge of finding a simple way of incorporating evangelism 
into our discipleship is not one that we can duck. For while St. Paul may have had a very particular evangelistic 
commission from God, all baptised Christians are called to be faith super spreaders finding ways to talk as naturally 
about our faith as my mother might about her family. We do not know how the wise men bore witness to their 
Epiphany though we certainly know how St. Paul bore witness to his. The question is, how to bear witness to ours? 



WORSHIP FOR CHRISTMAS 2 
 
God in Christ has revealed his glory. 
Come let us worship. 
From the rising of the sun to its setting 
the Lord’s name is greatly to be praised. 
Give him praise, you servants of the Lord. 
O praise the name of the Lord! 
 
Confession: 
You were born for our salvation: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
You came as Saviour to bring wholeness and peace: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
You come to bring light into the darkness of our lives: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord have mercy.  
 
May the God of all healing and forgiveness 
draw us to himself, 
and cleanse us from all our sins 
that we may behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 
 
From Psalm 40:  
I waited patiently for the Lord; 
he turned to me and heard my cry. 
He lifted me out of the slimy pit, 
out of the mud and mire; 
he set my feet on a rock 
and gave me a firm place to stand. 
He put a new song in my mouth, 
a hymn of praise to our God. 
Many will see and fear the Lord 
and put their trust in him. 
Do not withhold your mercy from me, Lord; 
may your love and faithfulness always protect me. 
For troubles without number surround me; 
my sins have overtaken me, and I cannot see. 
They are more than the hairs of my head, 
and my heart fails within me. 
Be pleased to save me, Lord; 
come quickly, Lord, to help me. 
 
Collect: God our Father, 
in love you sent your Son 
that the world may have life: 
lead us to seek him among the outcast 
and to find him in those in need, 
for Jesus Christ’s sake. 
 

Let us pray: 
At the beginning of a New Year, we look with hope to 
the future. 2020 was a year of separation for many 
people. We lost loved ones and many are still 
suffering the effects of illness in their daily lives. 
 
You guided the Wise Men to Jesus as they followed a 
star in the sky and we ask that you will guide us in the 
year to come into a place of renewal and peace. 
 
We lift up to you Lord all those who are suffering in 
body, mind and spirit. Many have found separation 
from their families, friends and work colleagues 
challenging. We ask that you will fill the void in their 
lives and that you will be their constant companion as 
they wait for circumstances to change. There is hope, 
with a new vaccine just approved, that in 2021 the 
world will gradually return to normal. 
 
 We thank you Lord for all those who have and are 
working so hard for us in the NHS, the Ambulance 
Service and other related health occupations. But we 
also want to thank all those who have worked so hard 
in so many other ways, keeping our shops open, 
delivering goods, the postmen and women and 
teachers. So many people, working in so many ways. 
  
We also think of those businesses who have had to 
adapt their way of working to keep going.  
We pray also for those who have lost their jobs and 
livelihoods and ask that 2021 will bring new 
opportunities for them and hope for the future. 
 
We lift up to you all those who mourn the loss of 
loved ones this last year. Be with them as they mourn 
and help them to see You in the comfort and help that 
they have received in their time of need. 
 
We thank you also for all those who have come out of 
their comfort zone to help others in need. They have 
helped the vulnerable, shopped and simply 
befriended those in isolation. We pray that this spirit 
of community will continue and grow in this new year, 
so that your love will shine amongst us all as we look 
forward with hope to the challenges this new year will 
bring. 
 
OUR FATHER .. 
 
THE GRACE 
 
Prayers today contributed by 
June Steed 
 
 
 
 


