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Christmas gifts donated to the Selby Edge 
Community. The image shows Revd. Pete who, with 
help from daughter Meg and dog Bramble, handed 
over gifts to Richard Cooke of the Edge Community. 

This huge number of gifts was donated by folks in 
the Brayton community, and they will be distributed 
to families in need in Selby this Christmas.

Missed by many this year, St Wilfrid’s was decorated 
as usual albeit to a less elaborate standard. I helped 
to decorate the building and the simplicity of the 

lights seemed more poignant and in keeping with 
the season. John Clarke
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to the January 2021 edition of 
Connected. Happy New Year! As 
John Lennon sang, “Let’s hope it’s 
a good one, without any fear”. 

This month Revd. Roy Shaw 
wishes us all a happy new year 
in God, and also, with tongue 
firmly in cheek, imagines what 
the various Church groups would 
make the discovery of a sitting 
Cat in the Bible.

Tony Service writes about all 
matters Methodist, and includes a 
piece about the annual Covenant 
Service.

Pat Jarvis reports on the Parish 
Living Advent Calendar initiative, 
that was well received, and no 
doubt the start of a ‘tradition’. 
Meanwhile husband Karl provides 
an update on the Parish Hall, 
and shares his, and Pat’s, love 
of walking in the first part of 
Walking the St Hilda’s Way.

I am grateful for a beautiful poem 
from Mike Bunn, and Revd. Pete 
reports on the Carol Singing 
groups that helped to raise good 
cheer across the Parish. Next 
year will be even better! 
Finally I bring down the tone with 
suggestions to improve one’s 
filing system. Works for me!

The Brayton Parish Website 
(www.StWil fr idsParish.com) 
sends out notices of Services 
and events in St Francis and St 
Wilfrid’s, but only to subscribers. 
It is easy to subscribe on the 
website, so why not use this 
method of staying up-to-date 
on news in the Parish? It is of 
course free.

Printed copies of Connected 
delivered to your door cost £5 
a year (£4 for pensioners), or 
you can pick up a single copy for 
75p from any of the Churches 

mentioned within these pages. 
Subscriptions run from June 
each year. Thanks to those 
who have already paid the 2020 
annual subscriptions. These 
subscriptions almost cover the 
cost of the paper and printing. 
If possible please pay the person 
who delivers your Connected by 
cheque made out to ‘Brayton 
PCC’, or by online payment.

You may also download 
Connected free from the 
St Wilfrid’s website www.
StWilfridsParish.com.

Articles for Connected are 
always gratefully received, by the 
11th of the month please.

John Clarke
01757 708646
js_clarke@btinternet.com

Welcome

“I know where I am. I’ve been lost here before”
Anon
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Mike Bunn 17th December 2001

The changing of the season from summer to autumn brings colour 
all around
Yellow turns from green to gold to red and bronze
The canvas of nature is a spectacle to hold
Leaves have all gone as autumn fades and winter descends
The days are crisp and the skies are blue, evenings are chilled by 
winds from the north
Daylight passes quickly as night takes a hold
We all dream of spring  
and the early morning dew’s glistening in the sun

With winter descending our thoughts turn to Christmas, 
Oh to be a child again.
Children’s voices can be heard playing in the fresh crisp snow.
A solitary snowman stands proud and strong.  
Tears appear as the warmth from  
a bright shining sun warms a chilly day.
Cries of joy from children begin to fade and gradually all goes quiet
Except for the sound of a lonely snowman crying in the snow

Spring is in the air the sun shines bright and the leaves are green
Mist slowly creeping along the meadows weaving among the trees
The early morning frost is battling against the rays of the sun
Gradually fading as the sun rises higher bringing a glistening shine 
to the meadows below
The sound of dripping frost echo’s in the silent early morning
The birds singing brings warmth to our hearts
As they announce the arrival of spring

Summer is here at last the days get longer and the nights shorter
Colour appears everywhere, skies are brilliant blue and the sun 
burns orange red
Fields of yellow wheat and brilliant red poppies sway as the warm 
gentle wind’s blow
Birds, bees & butterflies are in abundance as Mother Nature  
works her magic.M
em
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As someone with an interest in 
history, it’s clear to me that the 
time we live in determines much 
of our outlook on the world. For 
instance, if we had lived in the early 
twentieth century, we might well 
have had an outlook which saw 
as inevitable the onward march 
of ‘progress’; but two world wars 
put paid to that, and the mid 20th 
century replaced ‘progress’ with 
fear of nuclear annihilation. What 
can we say about the time we live 
in now? In the last year we have 

heard much about mental health, 
and one of the conclusions that 
we can draw from that emphasis 
is that the coronavirus has left 
people isolated, fearful, afraid; 
and that mental well-being has 
suffered a setback in large parts of 
the population. I have spoken to a 
number of folk in the parish who 
have felt the lack of contact with 
friends and family keenly, and long 
for a hug, for something more 
than FaceTime or Zoom as a way 
of being in contact. This is the 
time we live in, a time of anxiety, 
and we may well feel cheated, 
angry at the constrictions on 

a full life, and a thousand things 
besides.

But it is not the only time we 
live in. As Christians, we have a 
yearly cycle from Advent through 
Christmas, Epiphany and Lent, to 
Easter and Pentecost, followed by 
a great chunk of ‘Ordinary Time’ 
round to the Feast of Christ the 
King in late November. And then 
we begin all over again. Here in 
January, we are situated in the 
time when a Saviour has been 
born, and is, as it were, here with 

us on earth; followed by a time 
in Epiphany when that Saviour is 
made manifest in the world, so 
that all the world can see him, 
and recognise by his words and 
deeds that this is the Son of God.

I wonder how much we live 
in this cycle, this Christian time. 
Is it like an old friend, as comfy 
and familiar as a favourite pair 
of shoes? How do its yearly 
rhythms – promise and fulfilment, 
seeming defeat and the reality of 
resurrection – impact on us so 
that the messages of each season 
soak into us? Those recurring 
themes, rehearsed year after 

year, fortify us with the different 
aspects of the faithful God who is 
always coming out of the future 
towards us, always calling us to 
live in hope and faith. In spite of 
cynicism, in spite of the loss of 
truth among politicians, in spite 
of economic collapse, in spite 
of isolation, in spite of world-
weariness, in spite of loss – you 
fill in any blanks – the underlying 
message of Christian time is 
always that God is near, and that 
to bless.

This sort of time is a great time 
to live in. A great time to be alive 
in God and to God. I wish you 
a timely New Year – well, more 
an Epiphanous New Year, where 
God manifests himself to you and 
yours. And that to bless.

Revd. Roy Shaw

Dear Friends

Ekaterina Shakharova on Unsplash
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New Year’s Greetings
So we move from an unforgettable 
2020 to a more hopeful 2021. It 
may still be a few more months 
before our lives resume their 
previous normality and we can 
go shopping where we want and 
in what towns we want to go to 
and our worship services return 
to what we have always been 
accustomed to but, on behalf of 
the Methodist Church, we would 
like to wish everybody in the 
parish, and beyond, a very happy 
and virus-free 2021. We hope 
you had an enjoyable Christmas 
period and found some joy and 
hope through the Christmas 
message. We pray for God’s 
blessing on you all and hope that 
the coming year brings new life 
for us all.
Looking back to 2020
As we move from 2020, a year 
that, I’m sure, none of us will ever 
forget, when face masks became 
the norm. A year which has 
affected each one of us in so many 
different ways. Our prayers are 
with those who have lost loved 
ones and those we know in our 
area and throughout the country. 
For those who contracted 
Covid-19 but are still suffering 
from its effects (“long-Covid”), 
our prayers are that you will soon 
recover to normal health.

This year there were so many 
restrictions that prevented most, 
if not, all of us leading normal 
lives. From March to Christmas, 
our worship and church activities 
were either non-existent or 
severely curtailed. How can you 
have Methodist worship without 
singing hymns enthusiastically? 
For those of us who were put 
into the highest risk category, we 
were encouraged not to venture 
beyond our front doors and relied 

on others to do our shopping 
(with grateful thanks to the St 
Wilfrid’s team who collected 
and delivered my prescription 
medicines). Though I did go out 
most days for a walk down Mill 
Lane and back round by the 
canal, generally people free but 

socially distanced when necessary. 
I was particularly surprised one 
morning when a jogger, covered 
in black lycra, ran past me on the 
canal path with a huge smile and 
a cheerful “Good morning Tony”. 

“Who was that?” I asked my wife. 
A few minutes later, when he 
returned with a similar smile and 

“Hi”, I realised it was our beloved 
rector, Rev Pete, exercising in 
a way I have never seen before. 
Hope he lost whatever weight he 
was trying to achieve!

Almost everybody who had 
a job 12 months ago will be in a 
different situation now. Office 

workers working from home 
in conditions so different to the 
banter and social life of an office. 
Those on furlough, a word we had 
never really understood before. 
Those with a very real drop in 
their income. And our prayers 
are very much with those who 
lost their jobs and with all those 
whose health, relationships and 
lives were affected so adversely.

2020 might have been an awful 
year for most, if not all of us, there 
were some quite positive aspects 
to it. Like all that Rev Pete and his 
colleagues did in bringing worship 
to the parish and beyond through 
on-line resources, so our own 
minister, Rev Philip Macdonald 
learnt very quickly last March 
how to utilise Facebook and You 
Tube to bring worship not only to 
our Circuit but to a much wider 
congregation than he could have 
dreamed of previously. Numbers 
in their hundreds rather than the 
usual much smaller numbers we 
get on a Sunday morning. Then 
we had all those Zoom meetings 
which meant that meetings were 
briefer and we could gawp into 
people’s living rooms or studies!

The pandemic also brought 
people together and there was 

Methodist News

“How can you 
have Methodist 
worship without 
singing hymns 
enthusiastically?
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much more cooperation and help 
around. It was amazing how many 
people we never knew who we 
saw and got to know so much 
more as we had our daily exercise. 
The pace of life seemed to slow 
down over the months and people 
were able to do so many jobs that 
they never had time for before. 
Gardens were tided, rooms were 
decorated and refurbishments 
were completed (for those who 
were able to buy whatever was 
needed before the shelves were 
emptied!). I have never seen so 
many skips on drives!

On the day I write this, a 
chosen group of people, amid 
much media hype, had their first 
vaccination to counteract the 
virus. So what will 2021 bring? My 
hope, no doubt along with most 
other people, is that the super-
duper, UK first, vaccines will be 
effective and bring an end to, or at 
least control, the pandemic which 
has swept our country and the 
world and we can return to some 
degree of normality, whatever 
that might be. Many, though, have 
expressed comments that we will 
never return to the normality of  
12 months ago. Time will tell!
Covenant Service (Jan 10)
Each year I mention that January 
is the focus of our Methodist 
Covenant Service, considered one 
of the most important services in 
our Methodist calendar and one 
which has featured in our liturgy 
since the Methodist Church was 
established nearly three hundred 
years ago. It is also a service that 
many other denominations are 
now beginning to value and use in 
their own churches.

Each year, when I have been 
writing January’s Methodist News, 
I have included the following 
affirmation from the Covenant 
Service because it reminds all of 
us what is the essence of being 

a follower of Jesus Christ. It can 
be a difficult response to accept 
but nobody ever said that living 
the Christian life was easy! After 
the (perhaps) pleasant message of 
Christmas, this response brings 
us back to earth with a real 
bump! And it is something that, 
I think, we need reminding of 

regularly – which is why I feel it 
is so important to include these 
words, year by year. Read them 
slowly and carefully. Reflect on the 
words. Read, reflect and respond.

Minister: Christ has many 
services to be done: some are easy, 
others are difficult: some bring 
honour, others bring reproach; 
some are suitable to our natural 
inclinations and material interests, 
others are contrary to both; in 
some we please Christ and please 
ourselves; in others we cannot 
please Christ except by denying 
ourselves. Yet the power to do all 
these things is given to us in Christ, 
who strengthens us. Therefore 
let us make this covenant of God 
our own. Let us give ourselves to 
him, trusting in his promises and 
relying on his grace.

Response: I am no longer 
my own but yours. Your will, 
not mine, be done in all things, 
wherever you may place me, in 
all that I do and in all that I may 
endure; when there is work 
for me and when there is none; 
when I am troubled and when I 
am at peace. Your will be done 
when I am valued and when I am 
disregarded; when I find fulfilment 
and when it is lacking; when I have 
done all things, and when I have 
nothing. I willingly offer all I have 

and am to serve you as and when 
you choose. Glorious and blessed 
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
you are mine and I am yours. May 
it be so for ever. Let this covenant 
now made on earth be fulfilled in 
heaven. Amen.

This is a wonderful service 
and we would welcome all to 
join us. It can bring a whole new 
dimension to your understanding 
of the Christian faith.
If we didn’t have a pandemic!
January has always been 
highlighted by our post-Christmas 
lunch and the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity (WPCU). Sadly, 
almost all our regular events have 
had to be cancelled. We will not 
be going to the Drax Social Club 
for our lunch and there will not 
be the usual Quiz in Portholme 
Church or the united service in St 
James for the WPCU. No way can 
100 quiz people or 200 worship 
people come together and socially 
distance! However, Churches 
Together in Selby is still hoping 
to have a Prayer Day during the 
WPCU on Wednesday January 
20th at 2.30 pm in St James and at 
7.30 pm in the Abbey. Hopefully, 
there will be a confirmation early 
in January.
Remember the Christian Aid 
Brayton Bridge Walk?
This was highlighted in December’s 
Connected with Cliff and Carole 
Brook pictured against our local 
three bridges – Dennison Road, 
Brayton and Burn – and a request 
to sponsor them. Cliff and Carole 
finally raised £170, a magnificent 
total considering the weather 
and the time of year. They would 
like to thank everybody who 
contributed.

Tony Service

“... nobody ever said 
that living the 
Christian life was 
easy! 
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January again - and time for the  
New Year Resolutions. And so 
Mrs Clarke bought a document 
tidy at great expense to ‘sort 
out the Church correspondence’. 
Yet with 2021 only days old the 
shelves of the thing are buckling 
already under the weight of 
invoices, reports, and emails that 
have been printed ‘just in case’.

It is a few years since I 
retired, and throughout my 
working life I had a rigorous and 

efficient method of dealing with 
correspondence – it was a life 
saver, and I recommend it to 
you…

First, only read  emails, notes 
and correspondence once and 
then discard it. If the matter 
is important, you will receive 
a second note, to which you 
might respond; more likely, the 
sender will forget all about the 
first letter/email or will write to 
someone else instead. In either 
case, you will be saved a great 
deal of trouble.

Second, only use two folders in 
your filing system:

The first is for complaints 
which are to be filed and ignored, 
no matter how many reminders 
you are sent. Should the sender 
confront you, either in person 
or by telephone, you simply say 
that the matter has been passed 
on to a more senior person. Only 
the most dogged complainants 
will pursue the matter further, 
and if pressed about the matter 
simply blame the Royal Mail or 
your email service provider. After 

these letters and emails have 
bounced round the country for 
months, the person complaining 
will either have lost energy to 
pursue the matter, or the will to 
live. Either way you will not hear 
from them again.

The second file receives 
all other correspondence/
emails chronologically. Use 
a steel spike with the earliest 
letters/emails at the bottom, 
and the most recent on the 
top. This postal stack will only 
need attention when it reaches 
a height of three feet, or when 
it becomes unstable. Then, and 

only then, discard the lower six 
inches and allow it to continue 
its steady growth. If the stack 
is kept in a damp location - a 
woodshed is ideal - the bottom 
papers will soon become mouldy 
and unreadable anyway.

On the off-chance that there is 
no alternative but to reply to a 
note, always ensure that there is 
little opportunity or requirement 
for the correspondent to reply. 
There is no need to stoke 

the fire of correspondence 
unnecessarily... 

Alas! Modern electronic filing 
systems have made my system 
somewhat unworkable now, 
although a catastrophic failure of 
the back-up system can be helpful 
in extreme circumstances! 

John Clarke

With Thanks to Parish Pump and  

Mrs Clarke for the idea.

Lost in Correspondence
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O Lord, our Father!

At the turn of the year… our hearts are filled 
with sombre thoughts… our ears are deafened 
by the voices of the radio and the newspapers, 
with their numerous predictions for the 
coming year.

Instead we want to hear Your word, Your voice, 
Your assurance, Your guidance. We know that 
You are in our midst, and are eager to give us 
all that we need, whether we ask or not.

We ask for one thing only: that you collect our 
scattered thoughts, getting rid of the confused 
and defiant thoughts that may distract us, and 
thus enable us to concentrate on your limitless 
generosity to us.

You were abundantly generous to us last 
year, and will be no less generous to us next 
year, and in every year to come. Fill us with 
gratitude to you.

A
s N

ew
 Y
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r 

Be
gi

ns

Karl Barth (1886–1968). A  prominent Protestant 
theologian who spent much of his life resisting the Nazi 
movement, and knew a thing or two about entering the 
New Year undaunted by troubles all around him
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Sending you the message of 
hope and optimism that the new 
year, 2021, offers, I’m writing 
to you to let you know how 
things are progressing with the 
alterations the Hall Committee 
wish to introduce in time for the 
reopening of our building that 
has been closed for so long now. 
I’m writing, also, to ask for your 
help at this time. As you already 
know from previous work to 
church and hall, alterations and 
improvements cost more money 
than would normally be within 
the scope of our funds. So, today 
I will be outlining how we aim 
to claim money from charitable 
organisations willing to help us. 
But firstly, the good news, work 
has already begun….
The Main Room in the Hall.
We have identified four main 
modifications which need to be 
completed before reopening can 
take place. These are all to make 
the Hall more covid secure.

I am delighted to let you know 
that funding has been granted 
for the development of the main 
room and plans are now well 
under way to complete these 
needs. Grants have been received 
from our local Parish Council and 
from North Yorkshire County 
Council. Special thanks go to 
County Councillor Lunn who has 
co-ordinated the grant funding 
of £3500 from Northallerton 
and to the members of Brayton 
Parish Council for their help by 
contributing £1500.

New composite floors are 
being laid in the main room and 
entrance way. These will replace 
the carpeted floors and be much 
more easily cleaned. They will 
have the appearance of an oak 
floor and be very hard wearing. 
The floor will complement the 

floor in the kitchen as it is made 
of the same kind of material.

All the chairs that were used 
in the Hall are being replaced by 
new ones which, again, will be 
more easily cleaned.

Lighting in the hall has been a 
talking point for a long time and 
we aim to improve the brightness 
of the room by changing the fixed 
lighting located in the roof. This 
will permit us to take the five 
free-standing uplighters away as 
they will be another set of things 
less to be touched and cleaned. 
They have, also, been causing 
quite a number of other health 
and safety issues for some time.

Finally, and importantly, we 
are to rationalise the storage 
difficulties that many users of the 
hall have mentioned for some 
time now. We will ask the opinion 
of groups before we finalise plans 
for this improvement. Some fixed 
space is being planned with, also, 
a versatile and moveable facility 
being provided.
Movement into, around and 
Out of the Hall.
We will need to improve the way 
people enter and leave the hall. 
This will prevent the likelihood 
of large numbers of people 
thronging through the entrance 
door as they come and go to 
and from it. We aim to make 
the fire door exit, at the left-
hand corner of the main room, 
a ‘Way Out’. This will enable a 
flow of people to enter in one 
door and exit through another. A 
suitable pathway from the rear to 
the front of the building will be 
constructed. Fully lit and having 
accessible access it will connect 
with the main path to the church 
North Door. £4000 will be 
needed to complete the project.

The committee need to find a 

way to pay for this important new 
improvement. We will claim for 
this from charitable organisations 
that provide assistance for 
ventures like ours. Many of these 
funders ask for evidence that the 
money will be well spent. Ways 
we can prove this is to show how 
many people use the hall in their 
groups. They expect proof that 
people enjoy using the building 
and evidence of what is done in it. 
I will be writing to all user Group 
reps for their help with this but 
it will be really good if you could 
be in touch with me to say what 
you think and share any good 
memories you have of being in the 
hall. Every individual response will 
add up to an impressive portfolio 
of evidence which will be used to 
support our claim.

I will be delighted if you either 
email me or ‘phone me at home 
please to talk to me about this.

K a r l j a r v i s4 0 @ gma i l . com 
or 01757 708881. The more 
responses the better!

With my thanks in anticipation 
of your help. I will let you know  
how things are going.
Last, but certainly not least!
Just to say a huge thanks to Sarah 
O’Flynn, our Hall Secretary, 
for establishing and managing a 
flourishing Facebook page for 
the Hall. Our aim is to let people 
know about the things that go on 
in our Parish Hall in a chatty and 
friendly way.

Facebook users can find this 
page under ‘Brayton Parish Hall’.

Karl Jarvis
Parish Hall Manager

Parish Hall: January Update
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Cat on the Mat
The theologian’s ‘Cat on the Mat’
How would we deal we deal with ‘the cat sat on the 
mat’ if it appeared in the Bible?

The liberal theologians would point out that 
such a passage did not of course mean that the 
cat literally sat on the mat. Also ‘cat’ and ‘mat’ had 

different meanings in those days, and anyway, the 
text should be interpreted according to the customs 
and practices of the period. 

This would lead to an immediate backlash from 
the Evangelicals. They would make an essential 
condition of faith that a real, physical, living cat, being 
a domestic pet of the Felix Domesticus species, and 
having a whiskered head, furry body, four legs and 
tail, did physically place its whole body on a floor 
covering, designed for that purpose, which is on the 
floor but not of the floor. The expression ‘on the 
floor but not of the floor’ would be explained in a 
leaflet. 

Meanwhile ritualistic High Churchmen would 
have developed the Festival of the Sedentation of 
the Blessed Cat. This would teach that the cat was 
white and majestically reclined on a mat of gold 
thread before its assumption to the Great Cat 
Basket of Heaven. This is commemorated by the 
singing of the Magnificat, lighting three candles, and 
ringing a bell five times. 

This would cause a schism with the Orthodox 

Church which believes that tradition requires Holy 
Cats Day (as it is colloquially known) to be marked 
by lighting six candles and ringing the bell four times. 
The Cuckoo Land Declaration recognising the 
validity of each tradition would partially resolve this. 

Eventually, the Bishops would issue a statement 

on the Doctrine of the Feline Sedentation. It would 
explain, ‘Traditionally the text describes a domestic 
feline quadruped superjacent to an unattached 
covering on a fundamental surface. For determining 
its salvific and eschatological significations, we 
follow the heuristic analytical principles adopted 
in dealing with the Canine Fenestration Question 
(‘How much is that doggie in the window?’) and the 
Affirmative Musaceous Paradox (‘Yes we have no 
bananas’)….. and so on for another 120 pages. 

In the Church of England, Church House would 
then commend this report as helpful resource 
material for clergy to explain to the person in the 
pew the difficult doctrine of the cat sat on the mat.

Revd. Roy Shaw

Ramiz Dedakovic on Unsplash
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Saint Hilda’s Way During Lockdown Part 1
Swans were giving us the eye! 
Idling serenely in midstream, a 
handsome pair of Selby’s famous 
local birds stared menacingly at us 
across the still waters of the canal 
near Burton Bridge. Strong, fresh 
green shoots of bulrushes were 
already piercing its surface and 
reaching for the sky. Reflected 
sky blue merged with grey shades 
in the shallows of the water. Flora 
was invading in the form of many 
types of reed and rush and weed. 
Coots were busying themselves 
in search of a meal, their shrill 
calls sounding like the earliest 
efforts made by a child playing a 
tin whistle.

It was May of this year. Pat and 
I were on our daily hour’s walk. 
This morning we were walking 
a stretch of the Selby Canal. It 
is close to our new home and 
the sun was shining brightly. 
Everything around us looked 
fresh and healthy and exciting. 
But we were walking during that 
demanding experience called 
‘lockdown’. Allowed out once 
a day to ‘get some exercise’ by 
a Government trying to keep 
us safe from the Virus that was 
enveloping not just Brayton but 
the world itself!

I’d heard of an idea to generate 
and excite interest in walking 
whilst we were confined to the 
home area. It was “Take a ‘virtual’ 
walk”! Pair your local walk with 
an imagined one. It gave us the 
opportunity to add further 
excitement to our lovely local 
walks by researching one further 
afield. Pat and I decided to try the 
idea out and chose the 40 mile 
traverse of ‘Saint Hilda’s Way’. 
Why? Because we had visited 
the landscape through which this 
pilgrims’ way progressed many 

times and it had given us many 
special memories to cherish.

Hilda, or Hilde, a charismatic 
seventh century nun, played a 
vital role in the development 
of Christianity in Britain. 
Aged thirty-three, this niece 
of the King of Northumbria 
abandoned her comfortable life 
in Court when she felt the call 
to become a member of the 
Christian Community. Called by 
the Northumbrian Saint, Aidan, 
she began her new life north 
of Whitby in monasteries near 
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Newcastle upon Tyne. Hilda 
became a trusted friend of all 
people and helped to spread 
the word of God to a formerly 
pagan land. As the Abbess of 
the recently built double 
monastery of Whitby 
she hosted the ‘Synod of 
Whitby’ in 664. Known for 
her wisdom, Hilda trained 
future bishops and gave 
advice to kings. Her legacy 
still lives on today. Her name 
is remembered in many 
churches in the Whitby area 
and her powerful influence 
on the Anglican church is 
still in evidence.

Hilda’s pilgrimage walk 
starts at the Holy Well 
outside the Church named 
after her in Hinderwell. 
Just north of Whitby, it’s a 
spring that she is reputed to 
have discovered when out 
on a mission to meet local 
people. The walk ends at 
Whitby Abbey, her home 
for many years.

At this point, I should 
explain that Pat and I took 
fifteen local walks to complete 
the Way, averaging just over 
two miles on each occasion. 
Measured carefully on each of the 
Selby and the Whitby Ordnance 
Survey maps, I cross referred the 
distances we walked and had a 
good look at the close details on 
both. We discovered paths and 
bridleways on our local map that 
has allowed us to wander further 
than before and we were able to 
gain a great deal of satisfaction 
in following Hilda’s Way from 
Hinderwell.

Walking across the moors 
towards Danby, the most western 
point on the Way, provides us 
with a very different experience 
to our local terrain. In four 
moorland miles, we will reach 

the quite recently constructed 
Scaling Dam. Sited south west of 
Hinderwell, it is now a reservoir 
providing water for homes in 
Teesside, a water-sports centre 

and also a nature reserve. The 
Teesmouth Bird Club website 
identifies a wide range of water 
fowl that can be seen there. But, 
No Swans!

Have you spotted the Brayton 
Buzzards? To be fair, they travel 
at such a speed they can be seen 
in magnificent flight anywhere 
between here, Hambleton and 
Haddlesey. In May they patrolled 
the cloudless skies over the fields 
planted with wheat, barley and 
beet. Their cousins scour the 
moors near the dam in search of 
a common prey.

A memorial stone stands out 
on the sky line as you cross the 
moor towards the village of 
Danby. It was erected for a girl, 
Hannah Colling. Aged twenty-

nine, Hannah was lost in a snow 
storm on Lealholme Moor in the 
winter of 1848. It is an addition 
to a collection of standing 
stones across a moorland full of 

archaeological interest. Just 
outside the village of Danby 
stands a Beacon which dates 
from the 1600s. One in a line 
of signal posts constructed 
when invasion from France 
was threatened, a soldier 
and his wife were stationed 
there in readiness for the 
coming of the French! A 
radar post in the 1930s, the 
Beacon was renovated in 
2008.

Within the beautiful 
moorland village of Danby 
stands another Saint Hilda’s 
Church. It contains a beautiful 
stained-glass window. 
Called the ‘Missionary 
Window’, images of five 
major characters taking 
part in the Synod of Whitby 
are included. Four saints 
and a poet. Do you know 
who they were? My drawing  
(previous page) may provide 

clues to their identity. I will 
explain all next time.

Time to take the walking boots 
off, sit down and have a breather!

Part two of the Pilgrims Way is 
described in the next edition of 
Connected.

Karl Jarvis

Inspiration taken from the 
Guide Walking St Hilda’s Way 
by Nancy and John Eckersley  
ISBN 978-0-9567890-2-0.
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The hidden years
When St Paul wrote about the 
birth and humanity of Jesus to 
the Philippians, he described it as 
an emptying and a humbling. Jesus 
humbled Himself, he wrote, ‘and 
became obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross.’ In 
obedience and love Jesus followed 
the will of His Father through 
His ministry from baptism to the 
cross and Easter beyond.

But what about that period 
called ‘the hidden years’, after the 
Holy Family’s return from Egypt? 
The Gospels tell us of only one 
event in that period leading up 
to adulthood: the pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem when Jesus was 12. 
For the rest of those 30 years, 
He lived with Mary and Joseph 
‘growing in wisdom and in divine 
and human favour.’ Just as He 
followed His heavenly Father’s 
will in His ministry, so in these 
growing years He followed the 
guidance and teaching of Mary 
and Joseph.

This month’s painting highlights 
one moment in those years of 
growth: ‘St Joseph the Carpenter’ 
by Georges de la Tour. ‘Highlights’ 
is the right word, because this 
painting captures the strong 
contrast of light and darkness. 
Georges de la Tour lived from 
1593 to 1652 in Lorraine. He was 
part of a Franciscan-led revival 
in that area, and this work from 
the 1640s captures St Joseph and 
the Christ-Child with Franciscan 
tenderness and insight.

We can see the tools of 
Joseph’s trade on the ground. He 
leans over them, hard at work on 
a piece of wood. Jesus is sitting by 
his side, his face lit by the candle, 
which lights up the carpenter’s 
shop. As well as contrasting light 
and dark, there is the contrast of 

young and old, and the thought 
that the child learning from the 
old man is also the one who 
can teach us. De la Tour was 
particularly fascinated by light 
and shadows cast by a candle or a 
lantern. Here the artist shows the 
candlelight illuminating the face of 
the child Jesus who will grow up 
to the Light of the world.

As this New Year begins, 
we can think back to the light 
from the Bethlehem manger we 
celebrated at Christmas. We can 
look ahead to the light shining 
from the adult Jesus through 

His teaching and healing. Here 
in these hidden years, we can 
celebrate the light of wisdom and 
divine favour, as Luke calls them, 
shining on the face of the child 
Jesus. We pray for that light to 
guide us through this New Year. 
When the way ahead may look 
dark and uncertain, let us pray 
that God’s light will make clear 
the path ahead.

Revd Michael Burgess 

God in the Arts
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A Scientist’s Letter to the 
United Kingdom Church: 
Power, love and self-control

I want to share a message 
of hope that Christians in the 
sciences around the world can 
bring to the church. Dr Francis 
Collins, who leads medical 
research in the US, spoke 
earlier in the pandemic about 
his faith and his hope in God to 
help us through this time. He 
expressed the grief that so many 

are experiencing, described an 
intensity of scientific work he has 
never experienced before, and 
shared his conviction that he is in 
exactly the right place just now 
- serving God with science. He 
is holding on tight to the words 
of Paul in 2 Timothy 1:7, ‘for God 
gave us a spirit not of fear but of 
power and love and self-control.’
Power

In 2 Timothy the apostle Paul 
encourages his friend to ‘fan into 
flame the gift of God’ that is in 
him. I am thankful that scientists 

like Francis are using their own 
particular talents to understand 
this virus, and to help prevent or 
treat infection. The things they 
discover are not just useful, but 
at times they can also display 
the beauty and wonder of God’s 
creation.
Love

A scientist shows their love for 
God, for people and for the rest 
of creation through their work in 
the lab. One scientist described 

his experiences to me: “I study 
God’s fingerprints in His creation 
to learn more of Him and the 
world He placed us in and to learn 
how we should take care of it and 
each other…I pray for inspiration 
and insight into how His creation 
works…and that He provides the 
opportunities to give the glory to 
Him.”
Self-Control

It is largely our own and others’ 
selfish actions that can turn one 
animal’s friendly virus into our 
own species’ personal nightmare. 

Thankfully Jesus’ suffering, death 
and resurrection are the solution 
to evil. Our ultimate and certain 
hope is that one day all Creation 
will be renewed. We can also 
have hope for today, that God is 
with us in our suffering. When 
we respond in positive ways to 
painful events, that is evidence 
that Jesus is alive and working in 
our lives.

Science will not solve all our 
problems, but with God’s help 

and wisdom we can use the tools 
of science to serve him and love 
others. Let’s pray together for 
the strength to cope, and for an 
end to this pandemic.

Dr Ruth M Bancewicz

Church Engagement Director 
at The Faraday Institute 
for Science and Religion in 
Cambridge

God in the Sciences
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Heaven’s gift of another year

As the old departs and the new is born,

Plans for a future and a hope

Preparing us for each new dawn.

Yesterday has gone forever,

New days and ventures lie ahead,

Even darkness turns to light

When we make the Lord our head.

Yielding to the Holy Spirit

Ever mindful that He’s there,

As we live our lives before Him

Rejoicing in His loving care.H
app

y 
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By Megan Carter
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Thank you to everyone who 
has taken part in the First Living 
Advent Calendar and to Sarah 
O’Flynn for suggesting the idea 
and for organising it.

As I write, not all the windows 
have been ‘opened’ but there 
are Advent Windows opening 
throughout the village, from 
Barff Lane to Turton Square, 
from Parkways to Mill Croft and 
everywhere else in between. The 
theme for the windows is scenes 
depicting Christmas Carols, not 
easy to achieve, but the results 
have been amazing! So much 
colour and light and not a little 
ingenuity and skill! I hope that you 
managed to see some of them 
and perhaps you recognised the 
Carols. The calendar started with 
‘Joy to the World’ and includes ‘O 
Little Town of Bethlehem’, ‘Away 
in a Manger’, ‘While Shepherds 
Watched’ and many others.

Walking round Brayton in the 
early evening this December, it 
has been lovely to meet families 
walking round looking for the 
Advent windows and at the same 
time seeing all the lights that 
have appeared on the green, and 
on so many houses and gardens 
this year. It has been wonderful 
to see the light and hope of the 
Christmas message shared by so 
many people in the village. A joy 
for all the village to share.

Pat Jarvis

Brayton’s First Living Advent Calendar 2020

Images by Pat Jarvis
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St Wilfrid’s Parish Notices
Parish Covid Support

Throughout 2020 numerous people in the Parish 
helped to support the elderly, vulnerable, and house 
bound. Richard Flinton, Chief Executive of NYCC, 
sent out the card (right) to thank to all of those who 
helped make a difference as we sought to find a way 
through the Covid pandemic.  

Well done to all those who contributed!

Over the last few months members of 
Beer & Banter, The Zone, and Fun Club 
have raised £272, through quizzes and 
donations, and this was sent to the Toilet 
Twinning Charity. We’ve now received a 
certificate and picture to join the others 
in the Parish Hall toilets.

Good sanitation and clean drinking 
water are fundamental to communities. 
But Toilet Twinning reports that 1 in 4 
people worldwide do not have somewhere 
safe, private or hygienic to go to the 
toilet. The human and economic impact of 
this is enormous. Toilet Twinning enables 
communities to create local water and 
sanitation facilities. More information is 
available on the Toilet Twinning website, 
www.toilettwinning.org

Well done Fun Club, The Zone and 
Beer & Banter!

Jill Clarke

Toilet 
Twinning
We helped build 
a toilet block in 
Zambia! 
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Brayton and Burn Methodist Ministers
Revd. Philip Macdonald 1 Olive Grove, Goole, DN14 5AD philipmacdonald@tiscali.co.uk (01405 765154)
Revd. Peter Barnett 5 Lynwith Close, Carlton, Goole, DN14 5RR revpb@revpb.karoo.co.uk (01405 869701)

Methodist Clergy

We offer our love and sympathy to the relatives of:

10th December
Susan Cammiss (70) at St Wilfrid’s
15th December
Margaret Bowman (97) at St Wilfrid’s
22nd December
Pam Bazeley (67) at St Wilfrid’s

Funerals

The Church floodlights were illuminated on:

13th December
In loving memory of Alan Hatfield
14th December
In loving memory of Don Greenhough
21st December
In loving memory of Carole Doncaster-Flannery
22nd December
In loving birthday memories of Ronald Doncaster
29th December
In loving memory of John Hatfield
18th January
In loving memory of Ann Callon
19th January
In loving memory of Allen Webster Fryer

Floodlights

From the Parish Registers

If you would like the church illuminated to celebrate a birth, baptism, birthday marriage, 
anniversary, or the life of a loved one please contact Pat Griffiths on 01757 705793
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St Wilfrid’s, Clergy & Officers
Clergy
Revd. Pete Watson The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton, YO8 9HE (01757 704707)
Revd. Rodger Place  rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd. Roy Shaw revroyshaw@protonmail.com
Revd. Paul Finlinson p.finlinson@outlook.com
MULTIPLY 20s-40s Leader
Revd. Rob Suekarran rpsuekarran@gmail.com  (07901 359208)
Reader
Jackie Jackman porgles.pogs@icloud.com  (01757 706475)
Church Warden
Pat Jarvis churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com  (01757 708881)
Ministry Team
Mel Allan  (01757 706068)
Lynn Allan (01757 706068)
Sue Beevers  (01757 229515)
Pat Griffiths  (01757 705793)
Joan Howden  (01757 700942)
Sheila Newsome  (01757 705497)
Claire Nutt (01757 712206)
Carol Sowden (01757 703590)
Gordon Tute  (01757 707123)
Sacristan
Sheila Newsome  (01757 705497)
Officers
PCC Secretary
Ruth Breeze  (01757 701911)
 ruthie5611@hotmail.com
 

Treasurer
Jill Clarke  (01757 708646)
Electoral Roll Officer
Margaret Seager (07840 817005)
Junior Church
Martha Harrold  (01757 291254)
Friday Fun Club
Cathy Rodgers  (01757 704303)
Parish Safeguarding Representative
Cathy Rodgers  (01757 704303)
Craft Group
Linda Crackles  (01757 704944)
Mothers Union
Lynn Allan (01757 706068)
Book Club
Rosalind Wilson

Officers
ECC Secretary
Jan Tetley (01757 707987)
 tetleyjan@gmail.com
Electoral Roll Officer
Shirley Croft  (01757 707380)
 
 

Child Protection Representative
Jan Tetley (01757 707987)
 tetleyjan@gmail.com
Church Coordinator
Shirley Croft (01757 707380)
Rosemary Finlinson  

Clergy. Thorpe Willoughby Methodist/Anglican Church
Revd. Christine Gillespie 24 Tomlinson Way, Sherburn in Elmet LS25 6EQ gillespiec39@gmail.com (01977 682695)
Revd. Pete Watson The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton, YO8 9HE (01757 704707)
Revd. Rodger Place  rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd. Roy Shaw revroyshaw@protonmail.com
Revd. Paul Finlinson p.finlinson@outlook.com
(The Revds. Rodger Place, Roy Shaw, and Paul Finlinson have the Archbishop’s permission to officiate and we are very grateful for their help in the parish)

Reader
Jackie Jackman (01757 706475)  porgles.pogs@icloud.com

St Francis’ Clergy & Officers
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Sunday 3rd Epiphany 
9:30am Holy Communion in St Wilfrid’s
10:30am Morning Prayer via Youtube
Thursday 7th  
10:00am Holy Communion in St Francis
Sunday 10th   
9:30am Holy Communion in St Francis

10:30am Family Holy Communion via 
Youtube

Thursday 14th  
10:00am Holy Communion in St Francis
Sunday 17th

9:30am Holy Communion in St Wilfrid’s  
10:30am Celtic Communion via Youtube
Thursday 21st  
10:00am Holy Communion in St Francis
Sunday 24th  
9:30am Holy Communion in St Wilfrid’s
10:30am Holy Communion via Youtube
Thursday 28th  
10:00am Holy Communion in St Francis
Sunday 31st  
9:30am Holy Communion in St Wilfrid’s
10:30am Holy Communion via Youtube

Sunday 3rd Epiphany 
9:30am Holy Communion in St Wilfrid’s
10:30am Morning Prayer via Youtube
Wednesday 6th  
9:30am Morning Prayer via Zoom
Sunday 10th  
9:30am Holy Communion in St Francis
10:30am Family Holy Communion via 
Youtube

Wednesday 13th  
9:30am Morning Prayer via Zoom
Sunday 17th  
9:30am Holy Communion in St Wilfrid’s
10:30am Celtic Communion via Youtube
Wednesday 20th  
9:30am Morning Prayer via Zoom
Sunday 24th  
9:30am Holy Communion in St Wilfrid’s
10:30am Holy Communion via Youtube
Wednesday 27th  
9:30am Morning Prayer via Zoom
Sunday 31st  
9:30am Holy Communion in St Wilfrid’s
10:30am Holy Communion via Youtube

Brayton
Sunday 3rd

10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 10th

9:30am Covenant Service
Sunday 17th

10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 24th

10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 31st

10:30am Morning Worship with  
Holy Communion0

Burn
Sunday 3rd No service
Sunday 10th

10:00am Morning Worship
Sunday 17th

10:00am Covenant Service
Sunday 24th

10:30am United service  
@ Hambleton

Sunday 31st

No service

St Francis’ St Wilfrid’s Methodists

Service Roster
You are more than welcome to join us in any 
of the Services in January below

During the Covid Pandemic Our Services 
May be Subject to Restrictions

Check the Parish website
www.stwilfridsparish.com,

the A Church Near You website
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18922

or our FaceBook page
www.facebook.com/stwilfridsbrayton

for further details



 

Carol Singing 2020
Groups of carol singers were 
out in force in the Parish over 
the Christmas period. Revd. Pete 
said afterwards, “I know that 
for us and all the groups it really 
was such a special experience, 
in fact, very humbling to see 

the response of those we sang 
to.  Singing in the car park at 
Fernbank, as residents and 
staff joined us from all over the 
building, was incredibly moving. 
We’ll never forget the delight on 
Sheila and Gordon Holmes’ faces, 

and Barbara Stevenson and Marie 
Croft’s joy as they joined in from 
their beds through the window.  
I am certain we came away as 
blessed by, if not more blessed, 
than those we sang to.”
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When We Were Very Young
In the depths of a “stay at home & protect winter” 

it’s good to remember happier times. This month we 
publish some more of Tony Williams’ photographs 
featuring a duck race on the Selby Canal!




