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A TIME OF NATIONAL SORROW 
This week in England the total number 
of people who have died within twenty 
eight days of a positive coronavirus 
test has passed 100,000. 
 
HOPE IN THE MIDST OF DARKNESS   Ps.27:1-2 
The Lord is my light and my salvation 
- so why should I be afraid?  The Lord 
is my fortress, protecting me from 
danger, so why should I tremble? 

 
1ST SONG – ABIDE WITH ME  Henry Lyte 
Abide with me; fast falls the eventide; 
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me 
 abide; 
When other helpers fail and comforts 
 flee, 
Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me. 
 

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little 
 day; 
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass 
 away; 
Change and decay in all around I see— 
O Thou who changest not, abide with 
 me. 
 

I need Thy presence every passing 
 hour; 
What but Thy grace can foil the 
 tempter’s pow’r? 
Who, like Thyself, my guide and 
 strength can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, 
 abide with me. 

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to 
 bless; 
Ills have no weight, and tears no 
 bitterness; 
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, 
 thy victory? 
I triumph still, if Thou abide with me. 
 

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing 
 eyes; 
Shine through the gloom and point me 
 to the skies; 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s 
 vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 
 
PRAYER   

Hear me as I pray, O Lord.  Be merciful 
and answer me!  My heart has heard 
you say, “Come and talk with me.”  
And my heart responds, “Lord, I am 
coming.”  Do not turn your back on 
me.  Do not reject your servant in 
anger.  You have always been my 
helper.  Don’t leave me now; don’t 
abandon me, O God of my salvation!  
Even if my father and mother abandon 
me, the Lord will hold me close.  Teach 
me how to live, O Lord.  Lead me along 
the right path.  Psalm 27:7-11a   
 

O Lord, you have not made us for 
darkness and death, but for life with 
you for ever.  Without you we have 
nothing to hope for; with you we have 
nothing to fear.  Speak to us now your 
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words of eternal life.  Lift us from 
anxiety and guilt to the light and peace 
of your presence, and set the glory of 
your love before us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Common Worship 
 

O Lord, may we find the joy of the Lord 
even in the midst of our trials. We pray 
that You would teach us what it means 
to see beyond our troubles, knowing 
that You are with us.  Even so, Lord 
God, we see the challenges those 
around us are facing. We ask You to 
intervene, to be with those who are in 
need, to prompt us to participate with 
You as You care for your people, and, 
most of all, to restore creation and to 
make all things new. We pray that we 
would not be anxious, but that You 
would give us Your peace. Let us live 
differently in the midst of trial so that 
the world might see You in us. 
Amen. James Spencer 
 
2ND SONG – TURN YOUR EYES UPON JESUS 
Helen H. Lemmel 
O soul, are you weary and troubled? 
No light in the darkness you see? 
There’s light for a look at the Saviour, 
And life more abundant and free!  

 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 

Look full in His wonderful face, 

And the things of earth will grow 

 strangely dim, 

In the light of His glory and grace. 
 

Through death into life everlasting 
He passed, and we follow Him there; 
Over us sin no more hath dominion— 
For more than conquerors we are! 
 

His Word shall not fail you—He 
 promised; 
Believe Him, and all will be well: 

Then go to a world that is dying, 
His perfect salvation to tell! 
 
CONFESSION  

In our confession and repentance let 
us remember…  If we reject discipline, 
we only harm ourselves; but if we 
listen to correction, we will grow in 
understanding.  Prov.15:32 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, help me to willingly 
embrace your correction as I come to 
confess I have failed you, as did your 
first disciples.  I ask for your mercy and 
your help. 
 

My selfishness betrays you: 
Lord, forgive me. 
Christ have mercy. 
 

I fail to share the pain of your suffering: 
Lord, forgive me. 
Christ have mercy. 
 

I run away from those who abuse you: 
Lord, forgive me. 
Christ have mercy. 
 

I am afraid of being known to belong 
to you: 
Lord, forgive me. 
Christ have mercy. 
 

May the Lord enrich you with his 
grace, and nourish you with his 
blessing; the Lord defend you in 
trouble and keep you from evil; 
the Lord accept your prayers, 
and absolve you from your offences, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 
Amen. 
 

May we remember…  fear of the Lord 
teaches wisdom; humility precedes 
honour.   Prov.15: 33 
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3RD SONG – AND CAN IT BE Charles Wesley 
And can it be that I should gain 
an interest in the Saviour’s blood? 
Died he for me, who caused his pain? 
For me, who him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! How can it be 
that thou, my God, should’st die 
 for me! 
 

He left his Father’s throne above – 
so free, so infinite his grace – 
emptied himself of all but love, 
and bled for Adam’s helpless race. 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free; 
for, O my God, it found out me! 
 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
thine eye diffused a quickening ray – 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
my chains fell off, my heart was free. 
I rose, went forth, and followed thee. 
 

No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in him, is mine! 
Alive in him, my living Head, 
and clothed in righteousness divine, 
bold I approach the eternal throne, 
and claim the crown, through Christ, 
 my own. 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Philippians 2:6-11 

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ 
the Son of God. 
Though he was divine, 
he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself 
and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 
Therefore God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every 
 name: 

that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim that Jesus 
 Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
BIBLE PASSAGE  Mark 8:22-38 
22 They came to Bethsaida, and some 
people brought a blind man and 
begged Jesus to touch him. 23 He took 
the blind man by the hand and led him 
outside the village. When he had spat 
on the man’s eyes and put his hands 
on him, Jesus asked, ‘Do you see 
anything?’ 
 

24 He looked up and said, ‘I see people; 
they look like trees walking around.’ 
 

25 Once more Jesus put his hands on 
the man’s eyes. Then his eyes were 
opened, his sight was restored, and he 
saw everything clearly. 26 Jesus sent 
him home, saying, ‘Don’t even go into 
the village.’ 
 

27 Jesus and his disciples went on to 
the villages around Caesarea Philippi. 
On the way he asked them, ‘Who do 
people say I am?’ 
 

28 They replied, ‘Some say John the 
Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, one of the prophets.’ 
 

29 ‘But what about you?’ he asked. 
‘Who do you say I am?’ 
 

Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah.’ 
30 Jesus warned them not to tell 
anyone about him. 
 

31 He then began to teach them that 
the Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders, 
the chief priests and the teachers of 
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the law, and that he must be killed and 
after three days rise again. 32 He spoke 
plainly about this, and Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him. 
 

33 But when Jesus turned and looked at 
his disciples, he rebuked Peter. ‘Get 
behind me, Satan!’ he said. ‘You do not 
have in mind the concerns of God, but 
merely human concerns.’ 
 

34 Then he called the crowd to him 
along with his disciples and said: 
‘Whoever wants to be my disciple 
must deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me. 35 For 
whoever wants to save their life will 
lose it, but whoever loses their life for 
me and for the gospel will save it. 
36 What good is it for someone to gain 
the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 
37 Or what can anyone give in exchange 
for their soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed 
of me and my words in this adulterous 
and sinful generation, the Son of Man 
will be ashamed of them when he 
comes in his Father’s glory with the 
holy angels.’ 
 
FOLLOWING JESUS 
 
4TH SONG – TAKE UP YOUR CROSS 
Chidiya Ohiagu 

Come to me, all you with burdens. 
Turn to me and I’ll nail them to that 
 tree. 
For the things that bind you can be 
 broken. 
The road’s not easy but you will be 
 made free. 
 

Take up your cross and follow me. 

Take up your cross and follow me. 

My burden is light my yoke is easy. 

Take up your cross and follow me. 
 

I’ll be with you even in your sickness. 
I’ll be with you and walk you through 
 the pain. 
You’re never alone I’m even with you 
 in the silence. 
If you just decide to leave it all and 
 follow me. 
 

For even on your darkest night 
My Word alone will be pure light. 
I will bear your every load 
So even death can’t hold you down. 
One day you will wear a crown 
O, so take up your cross. 
 

Take up your cross I’m coming soon. 
Take up your cross I’m waiting for you. 
 
FOLLOWING JESUS - TAKING UP YOUR CROSS 
It is through dying to concern for self 
that we are born to new life with God 
and others; in such dying and rebirth, 
we find that life is lent to be spent; and 
in such spending of what we are lent, 
we find there is an infinite supply. 
Glenn Olds  
 

When the suffering soul reaches a 
calm sweet carelessness, when it can 
inwardly smile at its own suffering, not 
even ask to be delivered, then it works 
its blessed ministry, then the cross you 
carry begins to weave itself into a 
crown. 
George Douglas Watson quoted by Joni Eareckson 

Tada in her 11th January 2021 blog as she reflects on 

facing death – she is an over seventy-year-old, 

quadriplegic, recovering from cancer, testing 

positive to coronavirus. 
 

We know that when this earthly tent 
we live in is taken down (that is, when 
we die and leave this earthly body), we 
will have a house in heaven, an eternal 
body made for us by God himself and 
not by human hands.  2 We grow weary 
in our present bodies, and we long to 
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put on our heavenly bodies like new 
clothing.  3 For we will put on heavenly 
bodies; we will not be spirits without 
bodies.  4 While we live in these earthly 
bodies, we groan and sigh, but it’s not 
that we want to die and get rid of 
these bodies that clothe us.  Rather, 
we want to put on our new bodies so 
that these dying bodies will be 
swallowed up by life.  5 God himself 
has prepared us for this, and as a 
guarantee he has given us his Holy 
Spirit.   2 Corinthians 5:1-5 
 

It is necessary to die, but nobody 
wants to; you don’t want to, but you 
are going to, willy-nilly.  A hard 
necessity that is, not to want 
something which cannot be avoided.  
If it could be managed, we would 
much rather not die; we would like to 
become like the angels by some other 
means than death…  We want to reach 
the kingdom of God, but we don’t 
want to travel by way of death.  And 
yet there stands Necessity saying: 
“This way, please.”  Do you hesitate to 
go this way, when this is the way that 
God came to you? 
Augustine 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERSESSION 
O Lord, give strength to those who 
have grown weary, doubtful or 
disillusioned along the road of faith, 
now wanting to rest awhile or take a 
different route.  Open their eyes again 
as you did with the man in Bethsaida.  
Let them hear your word, feel your 
gentle touch and know that it is you 
still by their side.  Resurrect their faith, 
bring to them new life, living Lord, we 
pray. 
 

We pray for all whose lives 
have been touched by tragedy, 
whether by coronavirus, or accident, 
or a deliberate act.  For those who 
mourn, immerse them in your love 
and lead them through this darkness 
into your arms, and light.  For those 
who comfort, be in both the words 
they use and all that's left unspoken; 
fill each heart with love.  We ask this 
through Jesus Christ, whose own 
suffering brought us life, here and for 
eternity. 
 

In a world which cares more for the 
needs of self than others, give us a 
heart for the vulnerable, the refugee, 
the forgotten, the lost; a heart that is 
based on yours: poured out for the 
needs of many and not for the comfort 
of a few. Give us a heart which looks 
out and sees your beauty in all people, 
and welcomes them as a friend. 
 

O Lord help me to see that your same 
love which gives me my daily bread 
also gives me my daily cross.  Help me 
to take it up and follow you with the 
same love you had for me as you 
climbed to the cross of Calvary for my 
salvation.  Help me to say to my 
heavenly Father, as you did, “Not my 
will but yours.”  
 

In your time, Lord, in your time:  
Take the imperfect that is me and 
create the person that I could be. 
In your time, Lord, in your time. 
 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, our saviour 
Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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COLLECT FOR TODAY ASB 

Almighty God, 
in Christ you make all things new. 
Transform the poverty of our nature 
 by the riches of your grace, 
and in the renewal of our lives 
make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Common Worship 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
  
5TH SONG – WILL YOU COME AND 
FOLLOW ME?  John Bell 
Will you come and follow me 
If I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know 
And never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, 
Will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown 
In you and you in me? 
 

Will you leave yourself behind 
If I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind 
And never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare 
Should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer pray’r 
In you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see 
If I but call your name? 
Will you set the pris’ners free 
And never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean, 
And do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean 
In you and you in me? 
 

Will you love the ‘you’ you hide 
If I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside 
And never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found 
To reshape the world around, 
Through my sight and touch and sound 
In you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true 
When you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you 
And never be the same. 
In your company I’ll go 
Where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow 
In you and you in me. 
 
BLESSING based on 2 Corinthians 1:4 & Psalm 90:6  

May the Lord comfort you in all your 
troubles so that you can comfort 
others.  When others are troubled, 
give them the same comfort the Lord 
has given you. 
 

And may the Lord satisfy you each 
morning with his His unfailing love so 
that you may be able to sing for joy to 
end of your life. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer topics & News for the week 
If you would like the vicar to pray with you on the phone, call him on 01902 827214; or alternatively you 
can place a prayer request on our ‘Prayer Chain’ by phoning Joan on 01902 754526.  She will have several 
people pray, in confidence, for your request. 

The Lord is close to everyone who calls out to him,  
to all who call out to him sincerely. 

Psalm 145:18 

The World 
 Give thanks for the Covid-19 vaccines, an answer to prayer, for the knowledge and determination 

given to the research scientists to help understand the deadly virus. 
 Pray for pharmaceutical companies under pressure to quickly produce & deliver the vaccine.  
 Pray for world leaders to patiently work together to ensure fair access for all. Pray for the WHO team 

in China, to overcome any barriers to finding the origin of the virus. 
 Pray for our nation mourning the loss of so many, and for discernment for our Government. 
 Pray for Indonesia – this January the Indonesian people have suffered much; the loss of lives in an air 

disaster, deadly mudslides and an earthquake, also a volcanic eruption. Thousands are homeless, 
living in makeshift shelters with the threat of a COVID outbreak. 

St Jude’s Church 
 Reflect on Jesus, your servant saviour, and what it means for you during this period of lockdown to 

follow him by denying yourself and taking up your cross.  What burdens and pains will there be?  And 
how will you offer these burdens back to Jesus, for he has promised to bear them so that you will not 
be crushed (Matthew 11:28-28).  Pray to him about what you face – your joys and your fears. 

 As we pass the terrible milestone of 100,000 deaths from coronavirus this week our archbishops have 
called on us to set aside a time every evening to call out to God in prayer over our plight.  A prayer 
attributed to Augustine is a good way to start: 
Watch, O Lord, with those who wake, or watch, or weep tonight, and give your angels 

charge over those who sleep. Tend your sick ones, O Lord Christ. 

Rest your weary ones. Bless your dying ones. Soothe your suffering ones. 

Pity your afflicted ones. Shield your joyous ones, and all for your love's sake. Amen. 

Our Mission Partners – Tearfund 
 Tigray, Ethiopia - UN and charities have regained access to some of the refugee camps after conflict 

in the region. Many refugees have been exposed to violence, without food or support. Pray for help 
to reach them and ask God to protect them; pray for peace. 

 Coronavirus lockdowns – pray for countries around the world including Rwanda, Zimbabwe and 
Lebanon. Pray for local church partners helping communities cope, including delivering food parcels 
to those in need; and pray for people’s mental and physical health at this time. 

 Bolivia – due to the climate crisis its Tuni glacier is disappearing fast. This is likely to make water 
shortages in the capital, La Paz, even worse. Pray for Bolivia’s leaders in dealing with this threat and 
pray for the people struggling to find clean water. 

 Uganda - Pray for tensions to be eased, transparency and for peace in Uganda following the re-
election of President Museveni amidst fraud allegations. 

 

CONTACTING ST JUDE’S 
Vicar (day off – Friday) 
Church Wardens 
 
Occasional Minister 
Children 
Parish Office 

Rev Philip Robertson 
James Sturgeon 
Pradip Sudra 
Rev Ivor Saunders 
Nicky Robertson 
CLOSED 

827214 
269743 
334257 
751162 
827214 
 

philipsrobertson@virginmedia.com 
jmmsturgeon@gmail.com 
pradipsudra@gmail.com 
ivor.john@outlook.com 
nicky_is@hotmail.com 
 

Our building is shut (Worship with us online at YouTube / Facebook Group / Website) 
St Jude’s Church, c/o The Vicarage 21A St Jude’s Road, Wolverhampton, WV6 0EB 

YouTube Channel: St Jude’s Church Wolverhampton      Facebook.com/ St Judes Church Community 
Website:  www.achurchnearyou.com/wolverhampton-st-judes 


