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Please join in saying aloud words 

written in bold text. 

 
ENCOURAGING WORDS  
From the Bible – Psalm 46:1-2a 

God is our refuge and strength, 

an ever-present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear. 
 

From the Bible - Romans 8:14-18, 23b-24a,39b  

You have not received a spirit that 

makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you 

received God’s Spirit when he adopted 

you as his own children.  Now we call 

him, “Abba, Father.”  For his Spirit 

joins with our spirit to affirm that we 

are God’s children.  And since we are 

his children, we are his heirs. In fact, 

together with Christ we are heirs of 

God’s glory. But if we are to share his 

glory, we must also share his suffering. 
 

Yet what we suffer now is nothing 

compared to the glory he will reveal to 

us later…  we long for our bodies to be 

released from sin and suffering. We, 

too, wait with eager hope for the day 

when God will give us our full rights as 

his adopted children, including the 

new bodies he has promised us.  We 

were given this hope when we were 

saved…  Whatever we face…  Nothing 

in all creation will ever be able to 

separate us from the love of God that 

is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Clement of Alexandria 

Christ has turned all our sunsets into 

dawns. 
 

Lloyd John Ogilvie 
Sometimes the Lord rides out the storm 

with us and other times He calms the 

restless sea around us. Most of all, He 

calms the storm inside us in our deepest 

inner soul. 
 

C.S. Lewis 

The Christian does not think God will 

love us because we are good, but that 

God will make us good because He loves 

us; just as the roof of a sun-house does 

not attract the sun because it is bright, 

but becomes bright because the sun 

shines on it. 

 

SONG – I WILL REMEMBER 
Bethany Breland, Based on Psalm 77 

To you, Lord, I cry aloud;  

I am troubled, hands stretched out.  

Hear my spirit faint and moan,  

comfort my weary, silent soul;  

I recall my song of old.  
 

It’s your promises I seek,  

has your love forever ceased?  

Will you spurn, forget your grace?  

Will you in anger hide Your face?  

Washing  hands 
isn’t  enough 
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Has compassion lost its place?  
 

I will remember Your works and Your 

 wonders.  

Yes, I will remember all Your deeds.  

Your love is forever, redeeming Your 

 people.  

And turning your face toward all their 

 need.  

Your way, O God, is holy.  
 

I recall your mighty power,  

Oh what god is great like ours?  

You call captives into rest,  

leading them in Your righteousness.  

With your arm save from distress.  
 

With a word you parted seas,  

roamed the earth yet walked unseen,  

poured out water, flashed forth light,  

crashing the thunder from the skies,  

shook the earth with your great might. 

 

PRAYER  Jonathan Aittken, based on Psalm 91 

Almighty God, my only true saviour 

and protector, shelter me in your 

fortress and refuge when I am in 

harm’s way.  Send your angels to 

guard me against the snares, arrows 

and pestilences of this hostile world.  

When I pray to you in my time of 

trouble answer me and save me.  For 

I love you and honour your holy 

name.  Through Jesus Christ Our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

SONG – CHRIST WILL BE MY HIDEAWAY 
A song of Christian hope in the midst of the 

coronavirus pandemic based upon Psalm 91 written 

by Tim Chester, Bob Kauflin, Nathan Stiff, David 

Zimmer, Lacy Hudson, McKenzie Fuller 

I will dwell within the shelter 

Of the God who reigns above. 

I will rest beneath the shadow 

Of the mighty King of love. 

Though a sickness hides in darkness, 

Though a plague destroys by day, 

I will stand upon his promises. 

Christ will be my hideaway.  
 

In You, my God, I trust, 

You are strong and here with us 

In You, my hope remains, 

Christ will be my hideaway 
 

Angels gather to protect me 

When they hear my Saviour call. 

Sovereign hands are ever ready 

To uphold me should I fall. 

Safe beneath his wings of refuge 

All my fears are kept at bay. 

I am shielded by his faithfulness, 

Christ will be my hideaway. 
 

Though a thousand fall around me, 

Though death looks me in the eye, 

Evil shall not have the vict’ry 

While the Lord is at my side. 

God in power raised my Saviour 

I no longer fear the grave. 

Through this fragile life and evermore 

Christ will be my hideaway, 

Christ, You are my hideaway. 

 

CONFESSION Common Worship 

Those born of women have but a 

 short time to live. 

We have our fill of sorrow. 

We blossom like a flower and wither 

 away. 

We slip away like a shadow and do 

 not stay. 

Holy God, 
holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 
have mercy upon us. 
 

In the midst of life we are in death; 

where can we turn for help? 

Only to you, Lord, 

who are justly angered by our sins. 
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Holy God, 
holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 
have mercy upon us. 
 

Shut not your ears to our prayers, 

but spare us, O Lord. 

Holy God, 
holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 
have mercy upon us. 
 

You know the secrets of our hearts; 

forgive us our sins. 

Holy God, 
holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 
have mercy upon us. 
 

Eternal and merciful judge, 

both in life and when we come to die, 

let us not fall away from you. 

Holy God, 
holy and mighty, 
holy and merciful Saviour, 
do not abandon us to the bitterness 
of eternal death. 
 

May God who loved the world so 

 much 

that he sent his Son to be our 

 Saviour 

forgives us our sins 

and make us holy to serve him in the 

 world, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

SONG – COMPASSION HYMN  Getty & Townend 
There is an everlasting kindness 

You lavished on us 

When the Radiance of heaven came 

 to rescue the lost; 

You called the sheep without a 

 shepherd 

To leave their distress 

For your streams of forgiveness 

And the shade of Your rest. 
 

And with compassion for the hurting, 

You reached out Your hand 

As the lame ran to meet You 

And the dead breathed again; 

You saw behind the eyes of sorrow 

And shared in our tears, 

Heard the sigh of the weary, 

Let the children draw near. 
 

What boundless love, 

What fathomless grace 

You have shown us, O God of 

 compassion! 

Each day we live 

An offering of praise 

As we show to the world Your 

 compassion. 
 

We stood beneath the cross of Calvary 

And gazed on Your face 

At the thorns of oppression 

And the wounds of disgrace, 

For surely You have borne our suffering 

And carried our grief 

As You pardoned the scoffer 

And showed grace to the thief. 
 

How beautiful the feet that carry 

This gospel of peace 

To the fields of injustice 

And the valleys of need— 

To be a voice of hope and healing, 

To answer the cries 

Of the hungry and helpless 

With the mercy of Christ. 

 

THE WORD OF THE LORD 

John Birch, Faith & Worship 

Your Word is: 

 truth - for victims of injustice, 

 light - for all who cannot see, 
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 love - where there is hatred, 

 freedom - for the oppressed. 
 

Your Word is: 

 healing- where there is sickness, 

 comfort- in times of sorrow, 

 mercy - where there is humility, 

 hope - for eternity. 

 

BIBLE PASSAGE  Mark 7:1-23 

The Pharisees and some of the 

teachers of the law who had come 

from Jerusalem gathered round Jesus 
2 and saw some of his disciples eating 

food with hands that were defiled, 

that is, unwashed. 3 (The Pharisees and 

all the Jews do not eat unless they give 

their hands a ceremonial washing, 

holding to the tradition of the elders. 
4 When they come from the market-

place they do not eat unless they 

wash. And they observe many other 

traditions, such as the washing of cups, 

pitchers and kettles.) 

 

5 So the Pharisees and teachers of the 

law asked Jesus, ‘Why don’t your 

disciples live according to the tradition 

of the elders instead of eating their 

food with defiled hands?’ 
 

6 He replied, ‘Isaiah was right when he 

prophesied about you hypocrites; as it 

is written: 
 

‘“These people honour me with their 

lips, 

    but their hearts are far from me. 
7 They worship me in vain; 

    their teachings are merely human 

rules.” 

 

8 You have let go of the commands of 

God and are holding on to human 

traditions.’ 
 

9 And he continued, ‘You have a fine 

way of setting aside the commands of 

God in order to observe your own 

traditions! 10 For Moses said, “Honour 

your father and mother,” and, 

“Anyone who curses their father or 

mother is to be put to death.” 11 But 

you say that if anyone declares that 

what might have been used to help 

their father or mother is Corban (that 

is, devoted to God) – 12 then you no 

longer let them do anything for their 

father or mother. 13 Thus you nullify 

the word of God by your tradition that 

you have handed down. And you do 

many things like that.’ 
 

14 Again Jesus called the crowd to him 

and said, ‘Listen to me, everyone, and 

understand this. 15 Nothing outside a 

person can defile them by going into 

them. Rather, it is what comes out of a 

person that defiles them.’  
 

17 After he had left the crowd and 

entered the house, his disciples asked 

him about this parable. 18 ‘Are you so 

dull?’ he asked. ‘Don’t you see that 

nothing that enters a person from the 

outside can defile them? 19 For it 

doesn’t go into their heart but into 

their stomach, and then out of the 

body.’ (In saying this, Jesus declared all 

foods clean.) 
 

20 He went on: ‘What comes out of a 

person is what defiles them. 21 For it is 

from within, out of a person’s heart, 

that evil thoughts come – sexual 

immorality, theft, murder, 22 adultery, 

greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, 

slander, arrogance and folly. 23 All 

these evils come from inside and defile 

a person.’ 
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WASHING HANDS ISN’T ENOUGH 
 

THE FAITH WE HOLD 
We believe in God the Father, 
maker of all things. 
 

We believe in his Son Jesus Christ, 
Lord and Saviour of the world. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
giver of life and light. 
 

We belong to the Church, 
God’s family everywhere. Amen. 
 

SONG – REFINER’S FIRE 
Brian Doerksen 

Purify my heart 

Let me be as gold and precious silver. 

Purify my heart. 

Let me be as gold, pure gold, Lord. 
 

Refiner's fire 

My heart's one desire 

Is to be holy 

Set apart for You, Lord. 

I choose to be holy. 

Set apart for You, my Master 

Ready to do Your will. 
 

Purify my heart 

Cleanse me from within 

And make me holy. 

Purify my heart 

Cleanse me from my sin, 

Deep within. 
 

Refiner's fire, 

My heart's one desire 

Is to be holy, 

Set apart for You, Lord. 

I choose to be holy, 

Set apart for You, my Master, 

Ready to do Your will. 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERSESSION 
Those who trust in the Lord will  

find new strength. 

They will soar high on wings like 

 eagles. 

They will run and not grow weary. 

 They will walk and not faint. 
Isaiah 40:31 
 

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, 

you promised through your Son Jesus 

Christ, to hear us when we pray in 

faith. 
 

Strengthen Michael and Clive our 

bishops and all your church in the 

service of Christ, that those who 

confess your name may be united in 

truth, live together in your love, and 

reveal your glory to the world. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 
 

Bless and guide Elizabeth our Queen; 

give wisdom to all in authority; and 

direct this and every nation in the 

ways of justice and peace; that we may 

honour one another, and seek the 

common good.  We pray especially for 

our government as they direct our 

nation through the growing crisis to 

bring the coronavirus pandemic under 

control; and for the US Congress 

restoring law and order following 

president Trump inciting crowds to 

disrupt the transfer of presidential 

power to Joe Biden. 
 

Give grace to us, our families and 

friends, and to all our neighbours, that 

we may serve Christ in one another, 

and love as he loves us. 
 

Comfort and heal all who suffer in 

body, mind, or spirit.  We pray this 

morning especially for suffering arising 
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from coronavirus – for those ill with it, 

for those breaking under the pressure 

of caring for the sick, the elderly, and 

those in education, and we pray for 

those fearful for their livelihoods and 

future.  Give courage and hope to all 

feeing troubled and anxious; and bring 

them the joy of your salvation.      
 

Hear us as we remember those who 

have died in the faith of Jesus Christ, 

and those who mourn their passing… 

may they share in your eternal 

kingdom. 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all your 

saints – the true and faithful, we 

commend ourselves and the whole of 

creation to your unfailing love. 
 

Merciful Father, 

Accept these prayers for the sake of 
your Son, our saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
 

COLLECT FOR TODAY ASB   

Almighty God, 

by whose grace alone we are 

 accepted and called to your service: 

strengthen us by your Holy Spirit 

and make us worthy of our calling; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Common Worship 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours  

SONG – WHEN CHRIST OUR LIFE APPEARS 
Fournier, Romanacce, Stiff, and Winebarger. 

When Christ our life appears, our hope 

 will be complete 

Our longings finally rest as we fall at 

 His feet. 

When Jesus comes to reign, restoring 

 everything 

Our tears will turn to tides of praises to 

 our King. 
 

We’re longing for that day when we’ll 

 see, 

Christ, our Saviour. 

We’ll behold the glory of our King 

 forever. 

Christ, our Saviour. 

Faith will turn to sight when Christ 

 our life appears. 
 

When Christ our life appears, the curse 

 will be undone 

All wickedness will end as mercy 

 overcomes. 

The Saviour will renew what sin had 

 torn apart. 

His light will drive the shadows from 

 our weary hearts. 
 

When Christ our life appears, these 

 trials that weighed us down 

Will fade and fall away as He receives 

 our crowns. 

And death will disappear, its rule and 

 reign destroyed 

Beneath the weight of glory and 

 eternal joy. 

 

BLESSING  

May God the Son, 

who shakes heaven and earth, 

whom death could not contain, 

who lives to disturb and heal us, 

bless you with power to go forth 

and proclaim the gospel. 

Amen. now and for ever.  Amen. 



Prayer topics & News for the week 
If you would like the vicar to pray with you on the phone, call him on 01902 827214; or alternatively you 

can place a prayer request on our ‘Prayer Chain’ by phoning Joan on 01902 754526.  She will have several 

people pray, in confidence, for your request. 

I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, 
and whoever believes in me shall never thirst. 

John 6:35 

The World 
 World food insecurity - Pray for the World Food Programme and other agencies you know who work 

to bring peace, stability and food security to those in war torn or disaster stricken areas. The WFP 

predict that the needs of 2021 are going to be so critical that failure to address those needs will result 

in war, famine, and mass migration.  

 Vaccine security and distribution – pray for a safe and fair distribution so that all nations, regardless 

of their economic wealth, can help protect their people. 
 Pray for where there is oppression, imprisonment and violence, out of the spotlight, while 

governments each focus on the pandemic crisis. 
 Pray for all involved in education during lockdown, from nursery to university – pray for leaders to 

have insight and fortitude, for staff to have stamina and safety, and for pupils to have appetite and 

opportunity for learning in new ways. 

 Pray for the political situation in the USA – pray that there is no further insurrection by Trump 

supporters and that people of all political persuasions permit due democratic process to take place 

without further violence, and pray for there to be no further incitement from President Trump in the 

final days of his presidency. 

St Jude’s Church 
Pray for 
 Those feeling depressed or anxious over the escalating coronavirus infection rate as we return to 

lockdown. 

 Pray for a desire to draw close to the Lord and to serve him and others with servant hearted 

generosity, as opportunity arises. 

 Pray for the vicar and PCC to have wisdom over the worship services we offer during lockdown. 

Thanks be to you, our Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits which you have given to me, for all the pains 

and insults which you have borne for me.  Most merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother, may I know you 

more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly.  Amen.  Prayer of Richard of Chichester. 

Our Mission Partners – The Well 
Praise God – ‘In January 2020 a church leader in the city told us that they felt The Well was going to 

become an abundant well of provision, a Joseph storehouse.  Over the past 11 months we have 

supported more people with food and toiletries than in any previous year.’ Keep praying. 

Testimony –  

The Well delivered a food parcel recently to a lady a referral agency had been helping. This is what she 

wrote:  “I've just had the food delivery. Thank you so so much. This means the world. And the strange 

thing is, over the last few days I've been praying to God to help me....and every single item has a little 

sticker on, saying 'with love from Jesus Christ '. I can't stop crying! Thank you xxx” 

 
CONTACTING ST JUDE’S 

Vicar (day off – Friday) 

Church Wardens 
 

Occasional Minister 
Children 
Parish Office 

Rev Philip Robertson 

James Sturgeon 

Pradip Sudra 

Rev Ivor Saunders 

Nicky Robertson 

CLOSED 

827214 

269743 

334257 

751162 

827214 

 

philipsrobertson@virginmedia.com 

jmmsturgeon@gmail.com 

pradipsudra@gmail.com 

ivor.john@outlook.com 

nicky_is@hotmail.com 

 

Our building is shut (apart from worship & essential services, see our Facebook Group and Website) 
St Jude’s Church, c/o The Vicarage 21A St Jude’s Road, Wolverhampton, WV6 0EB 

YouTube Channel: St Jude’s Church Wolverhampton      Facebook.com/ St Judes Church Community 
Website:  www.achurchnearyou.com/wolverhampton-st-judes 


