
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Sunday 13th December 2020 

St Mary’s is open for private prayer on Friday 3.30pm to 4.30pm. 
Face coverings are mandatory 

Sunday’s 
11.00 am St Mary’s Morning Prayer, 12.00 St George’s Morning Prayer 

 

Sunday Service on Zoom 
Service starts at 10.00am 

you can join this from 9.45am 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82052570669?pwd=bFY1OHQvd3pGaW90QXNIa2ljUExqZz09 

Meeting ID: 820 5257 0669                        Password: 055008 
 

On your phone        +44 203 051 2874  
Service sheet can be found on the worship tab on the website 
A version of this service will be available on the you tube later. 

To join us for the church Services [not Zoom].  
Booking is required via martin.short@leeds.anglican.org. or phone 01484 661751 

With contact details and the number attending in your household bubble. 

Please note that we will NOT be singing in Church and masks must be warn. 
  

Sunday 20th December 
9.00 am  BCP Holy Communion at St Mary’s [Booking is required] 
10.00am  A service of Readings & Carols on Zoom 
11.00am  Holy Communion at St Mary’s [Booking is required]  
12.00   Holy Communion at St George’s [Booking is required] 
 

6.00pm  Carols on the carpark at St George’s  
wrap up warm bring a torch.   

 
Christmas Eve 

3.00pm  Christmas Cracker on zoom A family friendly Christmas service. Dress 
up as one of the people in the Christmas Story. 

 

6.00pm  Holy Communion at St George’s [Booking is required] 
 

11.00 pm.  Communion at St Mary’s [Booking is required] 
 

Christmas Day 
All are welcome to join us on this very special day. 
10.00 am Family Christmas Celebration on zoom. Sing a few carols and celebrate. 
11.00 am. Communion at St Mary’s        [Booking is required] 

St Mary’s Honley & St George’s Brockholes 
http://www.hwbparish.org.uk 
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Collect 
God for whom we watch and wait, 

you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of 
your Son: give us courage to speak the truth, 

to hunger for justice, 
and to suffer for the cause of right, 

with Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

We Remember: Tears mind of  

Peter Gregory, Joseph Turner, 
Alan Baker, Alan David Hepper 

Also the family and friends of 

Phillip Green 
We remember  

All who have lost loved ones 
In a time and world in which the fragility 
of our breath and life has been exposed by a virus 
attacking our respiratory system, we remember all those 
millions of people around the world whose lives have 
been overturned by grief and loss or who are living with 
Long Covid and the after-affects it brings, many of which 
are as yet uncertain to us. 
 

May they know comfort and healing, 
may those who care for them and support them 
know that their actions are deeply appreciated, 
may we all do what we can to avoid risking others and  
ourselves. 

 

Vicar: Revd. Martin Short  
01484 661751   

martin.short@Leeds.anglican.org 
 

The Church of England helpline called 
Daily Hope. This is aimed at those who 
do not have access to the internet and 
all the online resources.  

 

GIVING 
Help to keep the parish churches open. 

All our funding comes from the giving of the people 
who attend or those who feel that they want to 
support us. We do not receive any money from any 
other source.  
 

Now more than ever, please consider giving 
generously to support our Mission and Ministry 

during these difficult times and beyond. Thank you 
for your support. Martin You can now make 

donations online just follow this link. 
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/a459163d-1461-

4ce0-bc1c-4c98dca169c8 

Or  

 
A virtual Coffee morning 

Wednesday’s on Zoom 9.30 to 10.30 join us at any time online: 
chat, share stories, listen to the music… have coffee or tea at 

home [even cake if you have some]. 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83218275796?pwd=TmNreHVuY2NPcU9tWE4yK3pCSHhEUT09 

Meeting ID: 832 1827 5796     Passcode: 607192 
 

Welcome Centre, Huddersfield 

The congregation at St Mary's has always supported the Welcome Centre, but due to the 
pandemic, weekly donations have not been possible.  I am happy to collect food donations  from 
you.  Alternatively you may wish to give a monetary donation - at the moment until 31.1.2021, all 
online donations will be matched by 'One Community and the Match It' fund, details of which can 
be found on the Welcome Centre webpage.  If you wish to donate money in a different form, 
contact me for details.    Thank you - Diana Kaye (666424). 
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This year do we have room to celebrate even in these difficult 
times? 
We may not be able to meet with all whom we would like to, 
we may not be able to celebrate as we would like. But as you 
are at home or on a walk you can celebrate!  
 
Why not find the  large posters with this logo on around the 

village they each have a reading and a QR code for a carol. We hope that people will 
bring comfort and joy as they read the reading and listen or sing along with the 
carols online. [Safely social distanced]. 
 
The booklet can also be found on our website to use in your own home or share with 
others. 
 

John 1.6-8,19-28 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. 
19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 
ask him, ‘Who are you?’ 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the 
Messiah.’ 21And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the 
prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ 22Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for 
those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ 23He said,  
 ‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
 “Make straight the way of the Lord”’, 
as the prophet Isaiah said.  
24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if 
you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ 26John answered them, ‘I baptize 
with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; 
I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ 28This took place in Bethany across the 
Jordan where John was baptizing. 



 
 
Martin’s Talk.  
THE Yorkshire Dales and North York Moors national parks have been designated ‘International Dark Sky 
Reserves’, joining an exclusive global family of 'Dark Sky Places'. Home to some of the darkest skies in the 
country, with large areas of unpolluted night sky where it’s possible to see thousands of stars, the Milky 
Way, meteors, and even the Northern Lights. 
 

There is a sense that too much light also hides the truth and when scripture talks about light in the darkness it is 
speaking into a world like the one sought in ‘dark sky places’ 
 

Light breaking in is something we find difficult in our world today to comprehend just what an effect this would 
have. John “came to tell people about the light” (v. 8). We could say to witness to the light. 
 

With crime programmes on TV almost every night, terms like “witness” and “testify” conjure up a particular 
image that brings with it some negative connotations. The whole idea of witnessing brings with it the 
unfortunate idea of “grassing someone up” and pointing the finger accusingly at another. Any positive side of 
being a witness seems to have been lost.  
 

Yet being called to be a witness is not always a bad thing. We can also point to and witness to something that is 
good. This week we have had people witnessing to the vaccine to encourage others when given the opportunity 
to take it.  The interesting thing is the effect that real people not scientists witness to the positive life changing 
opportunity. 
 

A witness can point away from self to another and that is just what John came to do, to point away from himself 
to Jesus as he “came to tell people about the light” (v. 8). John did not point in an accusing way but in a way to 
direct people's gaze and move both their eyes and indeed their lives towards that light, a light that came into 
the world to shine upon everybody. 
 

John pointed to Jesus through his words as well as his actions. Everything he said and did prepared the way for 
Jesus as it prepared others to see Jesus and recognise him for who he was. 
 

Children are often told that when they point the finger at someone there are another three fingers in their hand 
pointing back at them. Whether by word or action, how do we point to Jesus? How can we effectively point to 
the light that brings life? We do so by living in the light and introducing others to it by our words and our 
actions, especially ones that give us the courage to travel to the dark corners of our communities and world. By 
seeing Jesus in the glaring needs around us, reaching out and moving out. 
 

How are we doing that, creatively, this year when many of the activities we would normally have initiated or 
taken part in are not possible? What, indeed, is the message to which we bear witness? 
 

I dare say Advent and Christmas will not have be the usual experience we have got used to over the last few 
decades. Maybe this year Advent feels quieter. Perhaps that is the very time to speak up as John did. John was a 
voice in the wilderness. He was someone who broke the silence of God after centuries. He spoke up for the 
Good News for those who were least and lost. 
 

It is kind of John-like (both gospel and Baptist) in some sense to take an event and proclaim it as a kairos 
moment of God’s action. Given the pandemic has made us rethink so many things about ourselves, we have had 
to rethink what we do to proclaim “God among us”; we have had to let go of a lot of things and reframe the 
language and even the story for a different context, and ask ourselves: how might we witness to the incarnation 
in such a time? Where are we pointing with the example of our lives? 
 

Do we point to Jesus standing at a (heavenly) distance or to Jesus in our midst? It is here that every part of our 
being, who we are, bears witness to Jesus at the heart of the world, the “Word made flesh”. 
 

Do others see the warmth in the way of love Jesus introduces into the lives of God’s people and the light to light 
up our lives as well as shed on our path through often dark and dismal times? This is what others must be able 
to see and, in turn, direct their lives towards. 
 

One of the wonders of the dark sky places is that these are where the wonders of God’s creation and God’s love 
are clearly seen and in the current darkness of these times, we can trust that the true light we celebrate at 
Christmas will shine through.  


