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The fourth Sunday 

of Advent. 
 

 

Welcome to our worship today. As we light the fourth candle on our Advent 

wreath we remember and give thanks for Mary’s trust in God, her obedience to 

God’s call and, above all, God’s loving presence in our world. 

 

Our souls proclaim your greatness, O God. 

And our spirits rejoice in you. 

We will praise you as long as we live. 

We will sing praises to you our whole lives long. 

We will not trust in the powerful of this world, 

But will trust in you–Creator of heaven and earth, 

the One who gives food to the hungry, 

the One who enacts justice for the oppressed. 

Our souls proclaim your greatness, O God 

As we worship you in this place, 

As we light these candles in hope, peace, joy and love. 

 

Holy God of Joy, 

We rejoice in the reality of who you are. 

We live within the joy of your love for us. 

Our contentment comes and goes. 

Our happiness ebbs and flows. 

Our feelings depend upon our circumstances, 

our physical health, our brain chemistry. 

But our joy is deeply rooted 

in our identity as your beloved children. 

And we give you thanks. Amen. 

 

~ written by Joanna Harader, and posted on Spacious Faith. 

http://spaciousfaith.com/ 

 

 

Song (written by Timothy Dudley-Smith) 

 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!  

Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;  

tender to me the promise of his word;  

in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 

 

http://spaciousfaith.com/


 

 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name!  

Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;  

his mercy sure, from age to age to same;  

his holy Name--the Lord, the Mighty One. 

 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might!  

Powers and dominions lay their glory by.  

Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,  

the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word!  

Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.  

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord  

to children's children and for evermore! 

 

 

Luke 1:26-38 

New Revised Standard Version 

 

 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 

called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 

house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, 

“Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.”  

 

29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting 

this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 

favour with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 

Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 

33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 

no end.”  

 

34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said 

to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son 

of God.  

 

36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and 

this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be 

impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it 

be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Song (Gabriel’s message written by Sabine Baring-Gould) 

 

1. The angel Gabriel from heaven came 

His wings as drifted snow his eyes as flame 

"All hail" said he "thou lowly maiden Mary, 

Most highly favoured lady," Gloria! 

 

2. "For know a blessed mother thou shalt be, 

All generations laud and honour thee, 

Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold 

Most highly favoured lady," Gloria! 

 

3. Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head 

"To me be as it pleaseth God," she said, 

"My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name." 

Most highly favoured lady. Gloria! 

 

4. Of her, Emanuel, the Christ was born 

In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn 

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say; 

"Most highly favoured lady," Gloria! 

 

source: 

https://www.lyricsondemand.com/christmascarols/a/angelgabriellyrics.html 

 

 

What an amazing encounter!  As you reflect on these words, ask God to show you 

what he wants you to know. 

 

 

 

Magnificat Prayer of Confession 

(inspired by Luke 1:47-55) 

 

When our spirits despair and we deny our blessedness, 

Forgive us, O God. 

When we ignore the mighty things you have done, 

When we doubt your mercy, 

Forgive us, O God. 

When we are proud 

in the thoughts of our hearts, 

When our power rests on the oppression of others, 

When our wealth causes others to go hungry, 

forgive us, O God. 

 

[silence] 

 

 

https://www.lyricsondemand.com/christmascarols/a/angelgabriellyrics.html


 

 

Help us, your servants, 

according to the promises you have made. 

 

~  written by Joanna Harader and posted on Spacious Faith. 

https://spaciousfaith.com/ 

 

 

Eternal God, 

As Mary waited for the birth of your Son, 

So we wait for his coming in glory; 

Bring us through the birth pangs of this present age  

To see, with her, our great salvation 

In Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy will 

be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Our prayer of blessing 

 

May the example of Mary encourage us to be people who live in obedience and 

trust in God’s love and purposes. 

May Christ be our new beginning, the hope and salvation of the world. 

May Christ the sun of righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from 

before your path. 

The blessing of God our Creator, Redeemer and Giver of life be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you, 

Make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord turn his face towards you and give you peace. 

Amen, amen, amen. 

Amen, amen, amen. 

 

https://spaciousfaith.com/

