
 

ST Edmund’s Taverham  

and St Peter’s Ringland                                                               

Welcome to our worship                       

for 13th December 

Advent 3 Sunday 
                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Gathering Worship Song: “A carnival of praise” written by Graham Kendrick 
 

Make way, make way 
For Christ the King 
In splendour arrives 
Fling wide the gates and welcome Him 
Into your lives 

Make way! (Make way!) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
For the King of kings 
(For the King of kings) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
And let His kingdom in 

He comes the broken hearts to heal 
The prisoners to free 
The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance 
The blind shall see 

And those who mourn with heavy hearts 
Who weep and sigh 
With laughter, joy and royal crown 
He'll beautify 

We call you now to worship Him 
As Lord of all 
To have no gods before Him 
Their thrones must fall! 

Graham Kendrick 
Copyright © 1986 Thankyou Music 

 

Today is called Gaudete Sunday -Gaudete means “Rejoice!” It gives us a break during the weeks of Advent 

as we prepare ourselves to celebrate Jesus’ birth at Christmas. This Sunday is celebrated as we light the 

pink candle on our Advent wreath.  Joy is God’s gift given in Jesus, and a fruit of the Holy Spirit in us, it does 

     Joy 



not depend on our circumstances, but comes from deep within us and enables us to rejoice whatever life 

may throw at us.  

Opening verses 
 
Where crooked roads need straightening 
Prepare the Way for the Lord 
Where people walk in darkness 
Prepare the Way for the Lord 
Where busy lives need stilling 
Prepare the Way for the Lord 
Where inside we feel lost or empty 
Prepare the Way for the Lord 
Where hearts still long for truth 
Prepare the Way for the Lord 
Where people wait and hope 
Prepare the Way for the Lord 
 
 
 We light the 3rd candle on our Advent wreath  
 
And now, among your people gathered together 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
Into this broken world we call planet earth 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel                                                                                                                                                 
Into the fragility of our humanity 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
Into the busyness and stress of our lives  
O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
Into frightened hearts and weary minds 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
Where people still call out in the wilderness 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel                                                                                                                                                      
Where there is no hope, no peace, no joy 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
God with us  Amen. 
 
Adapted from the Church of Scotland’s Starters for Sunday website, written by Phil White.    
 
Song: (written by Bernadette Farrell) 
 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness 
Longing for truth, we turn to you 
Make us your own, your holy people 
Light for the world to see  
 
Christ be our light! 
Shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness  
Christ be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today   
 
 

http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/8713/firstsundayadventmain.pdf


Longing for peace, our world is troubled 
Longing for hope, many despair 
Your word alone has power to save us 
Make us your living voice  
 
Longing for food, many are hungry 
Longing for water, many still thirst 
Make us your bread, broken for others 
Shared until all are fed  
 
Longing for shelter, many are homeless 
Longing for warmth, many are cold 
Make us your building, sheltering others 
Walls made of living stone  
 
Many the gifts, many the people 
Many the hearts that yearn to belong 
Let us be servants to one another 
Making your kingdom come  
 
christianwebresources.co.uk/hymns 
 
 
Scripture Reading: 
 
John 1: 6-8 & 19-28  

 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 
 

19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
“Who are you?” 20 He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.”[cc 21 And they 
asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, 
“No.” 22 Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you 
say about yourself?” 23 He said, 

“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” 

as the prophet Isaiah said. 

24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are 
neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among 
you stands one whom you do not know, 27 the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the 
thong of his sandal.” 28 This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

 
Reflection on the reading 
 
 
A time to say sorry  



 
 
Song: (Written by Sinach) 
 
You are here, moving in our midst 
I worship You, worship You. 
You are here, working in this place 
I worship You, I worship You. 
 

You are 
Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper, 
Light in the darkness, 
My God, that is who You are 
You are 
Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper 
Light in the darkness 
My God, that is who You are 

You are here, turning lives around 
I worship You, I worship You. 
You are here, healing every heart 
I worship You.                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
                                       

Leeland Album: Better Word  

 
 
Prayers 
If you would like to join in at home with our prayers, you will need a bowl of water and 4 stones 
 

Prayer for Today  

God for whom we watch and wait, 

you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son: 

give us courage to speak the truth, 

to hunger for justice, 

and to suffer for the cause of right, 

with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 Lord’s Prayer  

 

Closing Prayer 

For the desert places in which we walk 
The streets we roam 
The paths we cross 



Guide our feet 
Take us to places 
Where you would go 
Give us words that you would use 
That in this Advent season 
Of promise and preparation 
We might point the way with John the Baptist 
To Jesus, God who came to live with and to set us free                      

Song: (My prayer for you written by Alisa Turner) 
 
For anyone who's prayed a thousand prayers 
And still can’t find the answer anywhere 
Fighting off the lie that no one cares 
 
For anyone who's out there losing hope 
Feeling you're forsaken and alone 
Clinging to the last strands of your rope 
  
May God give you eyes to see He's still greater 
Courage to rise and believe He's able 
May God be your peace in the fire you're walking through 
This is our prayer now  
This is our prayer for you   
 
For all of those with tired and weary souls 
But still have faith to ask for miracles 
Choosing to believe He's in control 
  
May your eyes be ever on the Lord, your helper 
May you find your refuge in the Lord, your shelter 
May you find Him closer than a brother all your days 
All of your days! 
 
 
                      May God bless you and fill you with His joy as you journey on through Advent  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


