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Editorial  
As we go to press for the new year, the snow has descended, suddenly, to make everywhere look beautiful 
and unscathed, but not for long once the gritters have passed and the vehicles start to scatter the salt and 
grit and people start to emerge from their homes to mark the paths and driveways. 

This appears to be the way life is now, changing almost every day with continuing reports about the 
increase in infections from coronavirus and new restrictions to overcome the spread of the virus.  

The challenges are unexpected for us all, but we should take time to reflect on things past and look forward 
to the future.  Spend quality time with family and friends and reconnect with ‘old’ acquaintances. On 
thinking back recognise the generosity of people being there, turning up when unexpected to offer a hand, 
carrying out small acts of kindness, all of which can make life much easier and giving the feeling of 
company. 

We should look ahead to 2021 standing on a threshold which can be scary while facing the challenges, but 
welcoming the new year with hope and a positive expectation of a brighter future. 

Meantime – please check out the item on page 4 about WN 2021 subscriptions, and also we hope you 
particularly enjoy the lovely article about Crunells Brook Cottage in Middleton Scriven, and a further 
amusing instalment on village pumps! 

Happy New Year 

The editorial team 

Updating the Community Contacts Page 
….. as we haven’t received ANY corrections or changes, it will remain as is.  But if anyone does spot 
anything that should be updated, then do please tell us!! 

February edition deadline!  
Please would you send all contributions for the February 2021 edition of WN to your contact, as 
below, no later than Monday 25th January 2021.  

 

Brown Clee and Ditton Priors 
Jutta Langham, 01746-712551 
rll.langham@btinternet 

Aston Botterell, Cleobury North & Burwarton, and Wheathill 
& Loughton 

Alison Greenan, 01746-787032 
greenan6qx@btinternet.com 

Chetton 
Pam Downing 
pamdowning61@gmail.com 

Highley 
Rev Mike Harris 
Highleyrector@gmail.com 

Glazeley & Deuxhill 
Marion Corfield or Rev David Poyner 
marion.corfield@talktalk.net 
D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk 

Billingsley 
Rev David Poyner 
D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk 

Stottesdon Benefice – Farlow, Sidbury, Middleton 
Scriven, Cleeton St Mary, and Silvington 

Chris Tibbits 

Chris@stottystores.co.uk 

mailto:marion.corfield@talktalk.net
mailto:D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk
mailto:D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk
mailto:Chris@stottystores.co.uk
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Latest information: Wheatland News 2021 Subscriptions 
 

 

Ever since the pandemic guidelines obliged us to suspend the printed edition, this magazine 
has been available in a variety of online formats – on parish websites, on facebook pages 
and by email. 

This change in the distribution process enabled the widely welcomed inclusion of 
photographs and other colourful innovations for the first time.  

For people without internet access, copies can easily be printed out using home computers.  
Several readers have been doing this recently for friends, family and neighbours. 

With the ongoing Covid restrictions (and to ensure the safety of our volunteer subscription 
collectors and distributors of the printed copies) this ‘virtual only’ and ‘free-of charge’ 
distribution will continue until at least the Easter 2021 edition. 

The online version has three great benefits: 

• It is in full colour, with live links to items of interest online; and 

• The copy date can be later in the month, and more flexible, because we don’t have to 
allow for printing and delivery times; 

• During the pandemic, it’s just been made available via email and the various benefice 
websites for FREE. 

The downsides are: 

• That unless you print out your own copy, it’s not so easy to thumb through over a cup 
of coffee; 

• And much more seriously – not all of our readers are ‘online’.  If it’s not hard copy for 
many of them, it’s not available unless a friend has printed it out. 

So the Committee has three options: 
1. Go back to the pre-Covid format – all hard copy; 
2. Publish online only in future, so no hard copies; or 
3. A “best-of-both-worlds” version – choose between a subscription-printed version, or a 

free on-line edition. 
Please tell your Parish Coordinator whether you will want: 

• EITHER a subscription printed copy for you, once this becomes available, 
• OR no hard copy for you, just continue with the free on-line version. 

We will only print the number that you have ordered, so unless we know, through the 
Coordinators, by the end of February 2021, we can’t make printing happen!  Please tell us!  

Thank you 
Chris Tibbits 
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Diocese of Hereford 

January message from the Bishop of Hereford 
How do you fancy being a Trip Advisor for Jesus? 

I must admit it’s not a phrase I instinctively feel at ease with, but let me explain why I ask. 

I’m told that when we book holidays, we no longer take much notice of brochures issued by travel agents or 
holiday companies.  What persuades us to opt for a particular holiday destination is much more likely to be 
what other holiday makers have written on Trip Advisor.  In other words, it is the personal experience of 
fellow travellers which is compelling, rather than the “they would say that wouldn’t they” sales talk of the 
professionals. 

Similarly, there is some evidence that exploration of the Christian faith is more likely to be encouraged by 
the witness of lay Christians rather than by the “they would say that wouldn’t they” talk of professionals – 
people like me.  

Apparently 67% of the population in this country know a practising Christian. I imagine it’s a greater 
percentage in this diocese, given the very small population in most of our communities.  But only 1% of the 
population know a church leader - a vicar, minister or whatever. Again, the percentage would be higher in 
the small communities of Herefordshire and Shropshire, but the point is still valid. 

If the Christian good news is going to be passed on afresh in today’s generation, it is lay Christians who are 
the crucial people to enable this to happen.  

It’s when Lucy from Ludlow and Barry from Bridgnorth are prepared to commend the good news of Jesus 
Christ by what they say and what they do that spiritual and numerical growth become possible. 

 
What would you write if you were asked to be 

a Trip Advisor for Jesus? 
 

+Richard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Bishop Richard’s weekly video messages 
Bishop Richard and other members of the Hereford team, continue to give weekly video 
messages – find the latest on the home page of the Hereford Diocese website.   

Transcripts of each of message, together with many other items, are on the Diocese 
Talking Points page.  The videos themselves are on YouTube – just search for Bishops 
of Hereford.  

The Bishop’s picture is the setting for his penultimate message of 2020 – a very good 
listen indeed.  Though he looks a bit chilled, despite the brazier! 

https://www.hereford.anglican.org/
https://www.hereford.anglican.org/news/category/talking-points/
https://www.hereford.anglican.org/news/category/talking-points/
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The United Benefice of Brown Clee 
 

Rector: Revd Terry Mason 
The Vicarage, Ditton Priors, Shropshire, WV16 6SQ  
Telephone 01746-712636 

St John the Baptist, Ditton Priors, and Holy Trinity, Wheathill & 
Loughton 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Carole Smith: 01746-712474 
Mark Smith: 01746-712394 

St Michael & All Angels, Aston 
Botterell 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Anne Preece: 01746-787237 

St Giles, Chetton 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Sheila Millington: 01746-789443 
June Preece: 01746-789211 

SS Peter & Paul, Cleobury North 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Mike Bradbury: 01746-787676 
Jane Bufton: 01746-787298 

All Saints, Neenton 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Bobbie Jarvis: 01746-787093 
Sue Hale: 01746-787650 

Brown Clee Group News 
 

A Church Near You  [ACNY] 
Don’t forget that, as detailed in the December 2020 WN, the Benefice website has now migrated to its 
place on A Church Near You, where all the Brown Clee Benefice churches are clearly linked from the Ditton 
Priors Church and Benefice Information Hub page – ACNY doesn’t provide for ‘Benefice’ pages as such, 
but Mike Teague has made sure that everything is readily accessible for the Brown Clee parishes.  Thank 
you Mike! 

If you have any comments or suggestions please contact him at:  Email - m.k.teague@btinternet.com  Phone 
– 01746 789592.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Download your Wheatland News from this web page too! 

 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/search/?lat=52.498265&lon=-2.576398&place=Ditton+Priors%2C+Bridgnorth+WV16+6TL%2C+UK&text=
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/search/?lat=52.498265&lon=-2.576398&place=Ditton+Priors%2C+Bridgnorth+WV16+6TL%2C+UK&text=
mailto:m.k.teague@btinternet.com
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Ditton Priors News 

St John the Baptist 100 Club results for November 
• £100 Gwen Evans 
• £20 – Gordon Irison 
• £10 Maitland Woods 
• £5 each  Stuart Wentworth, Jonathon Jones, and Barrie Wilson. 

 

 

Aston Botterell, Burwarton, Wheathill & Loughton, and Cleobury North, 
WN has received no specific news items this month, but all our contributors send best wishes to all WN 
readers for the forthcoming year. 

 

 

Cleobury North Village Hall 
CNVH is closed, in light of Government restrictions, until further notice.  Please call 01746-787093 for 
further information. 

 

 

Chetton News 
From Pam Downing 

Services in January 
 Sunday 10th January, 11.30 am 
 Sunday 24th December, 9.45 am 

 
Flowers & cleaning 

 Sheila and June. 

Chetton Village Hall 
The committee of Chetton Village Hall wish everyone a better and brighter New Year.  

The hall will open from January 4th within the permitted guidelines. For information please contact Sue on 
789239. 

A Church Near You 
Don’t forget that the Benefice website has now migrated to its place on A Church Near You, on the Ditton 
Priors Church and Benefice Information Hub page.  All the Brown Clee Benefice churches are clearly linked 
from the Ditton Priors page – ACNY doesn’t provide for ‘Benefice’ pages as such! 

 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/search/?lat=52.498265&lon=-2.576398&place=Ditton+Priors%2C+Bridgnorth+WV16+6TL%2C+UK&text=
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/search/?lat=52.498265&lon=-2.576398&place=Ditton+Priors%2C+Bridgnorth+WV16+6TL%2C+UK&text=
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Neenton News 

All Saints Church 
We enjoyed the Christmas Service in early December and, 
although the congregation were unable to sing the carols it was a 
joy to hear the Brown Clee Benefice choir reminding us of the 
traditional songs.  Silent Night, Holy Night is still one of the carols 
which sets the scene for Christmas.  Thanks to the choir, the 
readers and to the people who helped to get the church ready for 
the service and to Andy Burton for helping to put the lights in the 
trees to brighten up the path and the route through Neenton.  

 

This picture isn’t of Neenton’s east window, of course, 
but was sent to us from friends in Buckinghamshire.  

Best wishes …. 
…. to all those in Neenton and further afield who have suffered from various ailments throughout the last 
few month and are now recovering at home.  Keep safe. 

 

All Saints’ Tote 
 As we are still awaiting some subscriptions the results of the draw for the last 5 
months will be published as soon as all our subscriptions have been received.  
Please send to Sue Hale.   £12 for the year.  

And just as editorial meetings now happen on Zoom (fewer calories, at least!), 
we’ve moved on from the age of corks in a paper bag to a random number 
generator (screenshot, left) to pick our winners. 

 

 
 

The Pheasant at Neenton.  
Thank you to all our customers for your 
understanding during this time of uncertainty.  

Due to Government restrictions issued on 30th 
December, we are now closed.  

Any enquiries, please email 
info@pheasantatneenton.co.uk or telephone 
01746 787955 

Thank you to all our supporters during this 
challenging period! We wish everyone a Happy 
New Year. 

 

 

mailto:info@pheasantatneenton.co.uk
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Thank you to our WN readers John and Hen, 
who’ve sent us these pictures of snow scenes, 
donkeys and pigs to share with you this month 
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Severn Valley Group of Parishes 

Rector: Revd Mike Harris 
The Rectory, Highley,  
Day off – THURSDAY 

Revd David Poyner, Curate 
Tel 01562 68638 (home) or 0121 204 3997 (work); 
email D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk 

 

St Mary, Billingsley 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Vacant 

St Peter, Chelmarsh 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Derek Arnold: 07956-844854 

St Bartholomew, Glazeley 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Vacant 

 

Services in January 
The Rev Mike Harris writes 

 

Forthcoming services 

Please see this as a basis for the year until we get out of the Covid crisis. 

 3rd   January: Highley, HC - Mike & David P, MH to preach: Covenant Service + virtual 

 10th January: Chelmarsh, HC - Val & Keith + virtual (1st after Epiphany) 

 17th January: Glazeley, HC - Mike & Rose (preach) + virtual 

 24th January: 8am Billingsley: DP Communion; Highley 10am – Amy, Mark & Angie + virtual 

 31st January: (Presentation of Christ)  Benefice - Christingle at Highley School? Mike, Angie + 
virtual. Possibly Amy - recorded songs. 

 

All best wishes and thanks for all your work for the Kingdom which stands for ever, 

 

Mike 

Rector 

Severn Valley Benefice 

01746 862837 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk
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Billingsley News 
 

The Rev David Poyner writes: 
Two items this month.  

First, from our treasurer, Sue Bates: 
"On Friday 4th December at 3.30pm Mr Rob Pace drew the balls from the bag for our first Christmas Draw 
when all money collected by the 100 Club goes into the prize fund. The first number to be draw was 72 and 
Mr A Leather took the top prize of £120. 
Number 94 made a second appearance in 
two draws and scooped a second prize of 
£60 for Mrs S Bowen and the third prize 
went to Mr J Dunbavin, number 28.  

Congratulations to all the lucky winners 
and thank you to all 60 members who are 
supporting the 100 Club. 

Since September there have been 12 
separate prizes totalling almost £600. 
£340 has been raised to contribute to the 
upkeep of the church building and future 
community projects. Given the 
challenging year we have all faced this 
source of income has been a lifeline to 
enable the church to continue. 

Wishing all our supporters season’s greetings, good health and happiness." 

 

 

And second … 
…  a brief report on the open-air carol singing that took place underneath a street light at Lincoln Fields 
on Friday 18th December. The rain had passed over by the time we met at 7.00pm and 22 residents, 
suitably socially distanced, came together to sing a number of traditional carols. Carols originated outside 
the church as dancing tunes; we didn't actually jig down the street, but it was good to move the singing from 
outside the church building into the heart of the village. Many thanks to all who joined us! 

 

 

David Poyner, assistant curate, Severn Valley Benefice.    

Tel 01562 68638; email D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk  Follow us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/BillingsleyChurch/  or our websites, http://www.stmarys-billingsley.org.uk , and 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10415/  

 

 

mailto:D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk
https://www.facebook.com/BillingsleyChurch/
http://www.stmarys-billingsley.org.uk/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10415/
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More Pumps! 
 

The Wheatland News’s roving reporter Caroline John has been on the hunt for more local examples of 
hand pumps.  

 

The first example is next to Meadow View, by the main road in 
Neenton.  

Old Ordnance survey maps 
show that in 1881 there was 
a well here, on a small and 
irregular piece of ground. 
My guess is that this was 
the site of a public well that 
served those in Neenton 
without any source of water 
next to their own houses. However, by 1901, the map shows a pump 
was present. This must surely have been the pump that Caroline 
has photographed. It was made by Joseph Evans of 
Wolverhampton, an important iron foundry. It carries their trademark 
lion casting and beneath are the words "Made in England". I would 
guess that this pump was put in place by the parish council, not long 
before it appeared on the 1901 map. 

 

 

 

The second pump is now in a house. It is a force pump, of the type 
typically used in houses to pump water to a tank in the attic. If it has only 
ever been indoors, that would explain why it is attached to a wooden 
post. Pumps of this type were common in large farm houses around 
1900; it would have been the job of the youngest of the farm servants to 
pump water to fill the tank each morning. Richard Williams, an expert on 
pumps, thinks it may have been made J. Warner of London.  

 

 

If you know of any more pumps, please let Caroline or myself know! 
Somebody had to be interested in them... 

 

David Poyner (D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk) 
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Chelmarsh News 
Eleanor Haddon writes: 
Christmas will be very different this year, but, the determination and the creativity of people will ensure that 
Christ’s birth is celebrated with prayer and thanksgiving and socially distanced carol singing outdoors, in 
accordance with the rules.  

Christmas Stall held 12th December 
This took place at Rosemary Cottage by kind permission of Liz Bebb. The sale of craft items as stocking 
fillers and other Christmassy things – mincemeat, chutney, berried holly, marmalade and jam was to try to 
offset some of the shortfall in church collections because of restrictions to services, and a very useful 
amount of £118 was raised. So thank you very much to everyone who supported the stall and to those who 
contributed items to it. 

 

 

 

 

We, the PCC of 
St Peters 
Church, would 
like to wish 
everyone the 
comfort and 
joy of a very 
happy 
Christmas, and 
a good New 
Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chelmarsh Friends 
A notice will be posted on Chelmarsh Parish Hall Website with details of the date Friends will resume in 
2021 

Chelmarsh Walking for Health 
Chelmarsh Walking for Health meets every Monday from the Village Hall at 10am.  If we remain in Tier 2 walking will 
restart on Monday 4th January 2021.  A short walk is available and we are trying to limit the other walk to 1½ hours.  
We are hoping to provide refreshments in the near future providing there are no further lockdowns.  For details 
contact Eleanor Haddon on 01746 862884. 
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Glazeley with Deuxhill News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev David Poyner writes: 
 

We had a good turn-out at our Christmas service on Sunday 
20th December, taken by the Rev Val Smith with the sermon 
by Keith Smith. It was good to see some new faces in the 
church amongst the regulars. We also had a message from 
Racheal Davenhill, with us in spirit, although in body in 
warmer climes... Christmas services are of course different 
this year, but Val found a good selection of music for us to 
listen to and Keith roused us with a call to rejoice! 

 

 

 

 

 

David Poyner, assistant curate, Severn Valley 
Benefice.    

Tel 01562 68638; email D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk  Follow us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/BillingsleyChurch/  or our websites, http://www.stmarys-billingsley.org.uk , and 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10415/  

 

And very best wishes for 2021 from Marion Corfield 

mailto:D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk
https://www.facebook.com/BillingsleyChurch/
http://www.stmarys-billingsley.org.uk/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10415/
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The Stottesdon Group of Parishes 

Rector: Revd Mark Daborn 
The Rectory, Stottesdon, Shropshire, DY14 8UE  
Telephone 01746-718127.  Email mark.daborn@hotmail.co.uk 
Day off – FRIDAY 

January Message 
 

 ‘There came Wise Men from the East’ 
Matthew 2:1 

Happy New Year! A poignant greeting for the beginning of 2021! 

January is the month of the Epiphany, when the Bible stories look at the various ways Jesus is revealed to 
people through the gospel stories. It includes stories like John the Baptist announcing the coming of God’s 
promised saviour at the river Jordan, and Jesus’ first miracle of turning water into wine at the wedding feast 
in Cana. 

But the first story is the visit of the Wise Men. They appear out of the desert from the east [and how many 
children have we heard reading this as ‘Wise Men from the yeast’!], frighten Herod, deliver their gifts and 
then go home by another route as mysteriously as they have arrived. 

It's a wonderful story – quite literally – and it leads us into thinking about wisdom and wise people. I 
understand wisdom as being the accumulated learning from experience that we gather through life. Bearing 
in mind, though, the lovely description of someone who had ‘swum in the lake of experience without getting 
wet’! Wisdom is a virtue much celebrated in the Old Testament particularly, in books such as Proverbs, 
Job, Ecclesiastes and many of the Psalms. It was seen as very much a gift of God, given to be used for the 
good management of society and good relationship with the rest of God’s creation. 

Well, we have never been in more need of wisdom – of wise men and of wise women – than we are in 
these strange and troubled times. The wisdom of the scientists who are exploring the virus and how to 
make us safe; the wisdom of politicians in government and in opposition to work together to keep us safe; 
the wisdom of the media to be sensible and constructive about their reporting; the wisdom of medical staff 
in treating the sick; and the wisdom of ordinary people to take the simple but vital measures to love each 
other by keeping each other safe. 

And we need to remember, too, that behind the virus and its effects across the world, there is still the 
climate-change question to tackle seriously. With a new government in the USA there is more hope of a 
worldwide effort to moderate our effect on our planet – no, not our planet, the planet we share with all our 
neighbours in creation – and it’s good to start a New Year with Hope. 

So as we remember the Wise Men and their journey, let us pray for wisdom from us all on our journey 
through 2021, and a dawning light of hope to shine out of the darkness. Which brings us back to the 
Christmas we have just celebrated, doesn’t it? However small and quiet it may have been, it still tells us 
that ‘The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.’ 

So I’ll say this again, in hope and in faith: Happy New Year!  

Mark Daborn 

mailto:mark.daborn@hotmail.co.uk


 
 

17 

Stottesdon Benefice Group News 

St Mary, Stottesdon 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Clare Tibbits: 01746-718007 

St Giles, Farlow 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Joan Evans (01746-718619) 
Nigel Savage-Bailey (07989-308599) 

Holy Trinity, Sidbury 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Andrew Sierkowski 
Sarah Crook 

St Mary, Cleeton St Mary 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Sue Dolphin: 01584 890583 
Gill Jordan: 01584 891082 

St John, Middleton Scriven 
CHURCHWARDEN 
vacant – so for now your contact is 
Rev Mark Daborn (01746-718127) 

St Michael, Silvington 
CHURCHWARDENS 
George Millichamp: 01584-891030 
Annette Metcalfe: 01584 890161 

 

The Rev Mark Daborn writes: 

Services in our Churches and Online during January 20201 
Writing this just before Christmas, as regulations are tightened in the face of the new strain of covid-19, 
planning is still something of a matter of the triumph of hope over experience! Here, though, are the 
services we plan for January in our churches; but we may find ourselves by the time you read this in a post-
Christmas lockdown. Up-to-date information will be posted on our website (‘A church near you: Stottesdon 
Benefice’) and our Facebook page (Facebook: Stottesdon Benefice’). Recorded services will continue to be 
available in both those virtual places, as well as on the Stottesdon Benefice You Tube channel.  

Once again, I must repeat that nobody should feel they must go to church if they are the slightest bit 
nervous of going out amongst other people; and if you might be a risk in any way to others, please stay 
away from church, as from all gatherings. 

It remains mandatory for face masks to be worn for public worship [except for exemptions]. 

 

 

Services in 
Church for 

January 

3rd 10th 17th 24th 31st 

Second of 
Christmas 

The Baptism 
of Christ 

Second of 
Epiphany 

Third of 
Epiphany 

Fourth of 
Epiphany 

   
     

 

Cleeton St Mary       HC 1600   

Farlow HC 0900         

Middleton Scriven     HC 1030     

Sidbury     HC 1600     

Silvington   HC 1830       

Stottesdon EP 1630 HC 1030   HC 1030 HC 1030 
           

HC - Holy Communion EP - Evening Prayer 
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Churches open for Private Prayer during January 
approximately 10 am to 4.30 pm: 

  Tuesdays – Cleeton St Mary, Silvington and Farlow 
   Fridays – Sidbury and Middleton Scriven 
    Sundays – Stottesdon 

BUT - if there is a Sunday service within three days before or after the private prayer day, that church will 
not be open for its private prayer day, to allow for cleaning ‘quarantine’ time. 

 

From the Stottesdon Benefice Registers 

Stottesdon: 23rd December -  Funeral Office for Beryl Worrall, R I P 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you, or someone you know, is in need of prayer or a visit or Communion at home or 
elsewhere, then please contact Mark direct, or ask your churchwardens to help you to 

arrange this. 
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Lectionary for December 2020 

 

 
 
 

The Deadline for the February 2021 edition (Stottesdon Benefice and Parishes) is to get copy to Chris 
by first thing Friday 22nd January  Thanks! 

 
 
 
 

Silvington News 
Annette Metcalfe writes: 

It is our prayer that the Joy and Peace of Christmas will stay in all our hearts - and that we will begin the 
New Year with faith and trust that better days will come in the months ahead! 

Church Service 
On the assumption that services will be permitted in January, we look forward to celebrating Holy 
Communion on Sunday 10th January at 6.30 pm. 

St Michael’s will be open for private prayer on TUESDAYS from approximately 10am until 4.30pm. The 
churchwarden will contact parishioners if there are any alterations to these arrangements. 

100 Club – congratulations to our winners 
Lucy Millichamp, Charles Metcalfe, Mandy Millichamp, Jacob Wilkins, Steve Jones, Ian Preece. 

 

Very best wishes to everyone for a safe, happy and healthy 2021, from St. Michael’s. 
 

 

Sunday 3rd Sunday 10th Sunday 17th Sunday 24th Sunday 31st 

Second of 
Christmas 

Baptism of 
Christ 

Second of 
Epiphany 

Third of 
Epiphany 

Fourth of 
Epiphany 

White White White White White 

Jeremiah31:7-14 

Psalm 147:13-end 

Ephesians 1:3-14 

John 1:10-18 

Genesis 1:1-5 

Psalm 29  

Acts 19:1-7 

Mark 1:4-11 

I Samuel 3:1-10 

Psalm 139:1-9 

Revelation 5:1-10 

John 1:43-end 

Genesis 14:17-20 

Psalm 128 

Revelation 19:6-
10 

John 2:1-11 

Deuteronomy18: 
15-20 

Psalm 111 

Revelation 12:1-
5a 

Mark 1:21-28 
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Cleeton St Mary News 
 

Gill Jordan writes:  
All are very welcome at our planned January Service - Holy Communion at 4pm on Sunday 24th 

St Mary’s Church will also be open for Private Prayer every Tuesday (except 15th), from approximately 
10am to 4.30pm. 

December 100 Club Draw 
 £20 to  Zoe Lewis No 73 
 £10 each to  Allan & Carol Jordan No 28, and Margaret Taylor No 4 
 £5 to  Michelle Smith No 118, and Daniel Booth No 111 

 

Happy and healthy new year to everyone - hopefully 2021 will be better than 2020 
 

 

Farlow News 

Church and services 
Our planned service this month is Holy Communion at 9am on Sunday 3rd January. 

The church will also be open for private prayer on Tuesdays (approx 10am to 4.30pm).   

 

 

Middleton Scriven News 
Ann Constable writes  

January Church update: 
At the time of writing it is still not certain that we will be able to continue with church services and openings 
in January, so please check our parish notice board for any updates. 

 Fridays ‘open for silent prayer’: 10.00- 16.30 
 Sunday January 17th at 10.30 church service. 

Christmas Thank-you’s: 
This year we have very much enjoyed an outdoor Christmas tree in the church yard. Thank you to the 
Yateses for donating the tree and Rachael Timmins for both decorating the outdoor tree and church 
cleaning.  Thank you to everyone who helped decorate the church porch. 

New Year greetings 
Sending New Year greetings and prayers and wishing everyone a peaceful, happy and healthy 2021 when 
the Covid pandemic will hopefully not dominate our lives. Keep safe. Thank you to everyone for your 
continued support of our church over the past year. 

 



 
 

21 

Coming home! 
Andy Johnson reports …. 

….that a piece of Middleton Scriven’s history has recently returned to the parish when, out of the blue, a 
letter from a complete stranger arrived. Andy, who lives at Brook Cottage, was in his garden when the 
postman arrived and asked if the stream in the garden was Crunnells Brook. Andy confirmed that it was 
and so the postman handed over a letter addressed quite simply to “The cottage by Crunnells Brook, near 

Birchall Farm, Middleton Scriven, Shropshire.” 

The letter, from Heather Banks and Mark Peterson of 
Benfleet in Essex, explained that they had recently bought 
an oil painting of a cottage. Upon removing it from its frame 
had discovered a label on the back describing the subject as 
“The cottage near the Brook at Middleton Scriven”. The 
artist’s name was Kathleen Mary Attlee of Dorking, Surrey. 
The painting is signed K M Attlee 1898.  

Heather had used the magic of Google Earth to search for 
the property in the painting and correctly found its location!  

The name Attlee rang bells with Andy as he recalled that the 
Reverend Simmonds Attlee was rector of Middleton Scriven around the turn of the century.  A trip to the 
church confirmed that he was the rector until 
1918; when upon his death his niece, Kathleen 
Mary Attlee, erected a stained-glass window in 
his memory.  

Andy telephoned Heather and told her of the 
connection between the artist and the Rector 
and was delighted when she said that she and 
Mark wished him to have the painting as it 
should in their opinion, return to its home base. 

The painting duly arrived, and has been given a 
new frame and is in pride of place on Brook 
Cottage 122 years after it was painted.  In due 
course a photographic copy of the painting will 
be displayed in Middleton Scriven church.  
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Stottesdon Church Parish Notices and News 
Clare Tibbits writes: 

St Mary’s will be open between 10.00 and 1630 every Sunday for Private Prayer 

 

St Mary’s Church 100 Club - renewals 
As you know, due to Covid-19 restrictions, the 
new club year was delayed to start, with 
double money prizes this month, to January 
2021.  Renewal invitations should be landing 
on doormats soon. Please look out for yours 
and be sure to return it promptly for your 
numbers to be included in the first draw later 
on this month! 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks so much for your continued 
support!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stottesdon Community Noticeboard 
 

Bridgnorth Food Bank can now accept monetary gifts via Internet Banking 
and this a very easy way of getting your donation direct to those in desperate 
need of our help at this very difficult time. To give online, please use the 
following details –  Bridgnorth Community Trust, sort code 20-85-46,  
account 73700445, and quote ‘Food Bank’ as the reference.  

If you’d like an acknowledgement of your gift, please advise the volunteer 
team that you have sent a donation - by email to: 
khbowley@googlemail.com  

We hope this ‘community news service’ will be back …….early in the New Year!......... 
 

 



Useful Community Contacts 
Brown Clee Walkers Meeting Place for walks - Ditton Priors Church. 01746-712662 

Burwarton & District WI Meets in Cleobury North Village Hall.  The 2nd Tuesday of each month at 2.30pm.  Contact 
01746-712466  

Little Explorers Pre-School, Ditton 
Priors Open Monday to Friday 9.00am – 3.00pm. Contact Wendy Lloyd 01746-712506 / 787549 

Burwarton & District Garden Club Meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 8.00 pm.  Contact 01584-823723 for details of 
topic and venue 

Burwarton & District Wives Group Meeting 8pm 1st Wednesday of the month. Contact Debbie Jones 01746-712421or Gill Severn 
01746-712231 

Chelmarsh Crown Green Bowling 
Club Welcomes old and new members. Contact Sue Jackman 01746-862850 

Chelmarsh Indoor Short Mat 
Bowling  

Welcomes old and new members. The sessions are every Tuesday evening from 7.30-10.00pm. 
Further details Sue Jackman 01746-862850 

Chelmarsh Parish Hall Available for hire -  booking@chelmarsh parishhall.co.uk 
Chelmarsh Jubilee Club Parish Hall 01746-86525 Jean Davis 

Chelmarsh Walking for Health Monday 10.00am except Bank Holidays.  Parish Hall. Eleanor Haddon 01746-862884. 2 levels of 
walking available 

Chelmarsh Friends Meet every 2nd Wednesday 7.30pm Chelmarsh Parish Hall. Jenny Green 01746-862191 

Cleobury North Village Hall Enquiries to 01746-787093 please 

Tae kwon-do Chelmarsh Parish Hall Tuesday evening.  Suitable for children & Adults. Neil Morris Thursday 
5.45pm. 07969-996055 

Chelmarsh Parent & Toddler 
Group 

Every Tuesday during term time 9.30 – 11.30 Chelmarsh Parish Hall. Contact Pam Baker 07846-
692323 

Chetton & Gazeley WI Meets in Chetton Village Hall on the 2nd Wednesday of the month 7.30pm Sam O’Sullivan 
01746-868225 

Chetton Folk Dance Club Meets Chetton Village Hall, last Wednesday of month except August Tel. Janice Burton 01584-
823802 

Chorley Village Hall Available for Hire (fully equipped kitchen, digital projection equipment and large screen) 
contact Jenny or Charlie on 01746-718437 

Short Mat Bowling  Every Monday & Thursday 2.30 – 4.30pm at Cleeton & Silvington Village Hall, October to end of 
April. Pam 01584-89261 

Cleeton & Silvington V H  Zumba - Thursdays 6.30pm 7.30pm all year Ula 01584-890200 

Fun & Fitness for 50+ Cleobury North Village Hall - low impact fitness programme working the whole body every 
Tuesday 10.00 – 11.15am. Contact 01584-823640 

Ditton Priors Art Group Village Hall Wednesday morning (except Christmas) 9.30 – 12.30pm all welcome Various visual 
art forms eg Water Colour, Oils & Acrylics.  Mrs Denise Davies 01746-712521 

Short Mat Bowling 
Ditton Priors Village Hall Every Tuesday afternoon 2.00 - 4.00pm Wednesday 7.30-10.00pm 
except the second Wednesday in the month when it will be Thursday at 8.00 – 10.00pm. 
Everyone is welcome - try at no charge.  Contact 01746-712157 

Ditton Priors WI Meets in Ditton Priors Village Hall on 2nd Wednesday each month at 7.15pm 01746-712473 

Ditton Priors Local History Group The Local History Centre, next to the Willows Café, opens 12.00-2.00 on Saturdays, and at 
other times by arrangement.   Contact 01746-712850 

Ditton Priors Parent & Toddlers 
Group 

Meet in the Pavilion, Playing Fields, Ditton Priors Thursday 9.30 -11.30 am everyone welcome 
for a coffee and play. 

Ditton Priors Book Club Jenny -01746-712665  

Knowle Sports Club Second hand sales held every first Saturday of the month, 7.30am – 11am proceeds to 
Children’s Football Field 01584-890644 

Stottesdon Gateway Nursery Pre-school, holiday club and wraparound sessions.  An integral part of Stottesdon Primary 
School, Contact 01746-718769 

Stottesdon & District W.I.    Meets in various venues on the 3rd Wednesday in each month details from Helena Hale 01746 
718012 or Clare Tibbits 01746-718007 

Stoke St Milborough Dance Mike 01746-712774 - Betty 01746-77515 
Domestic Abuse Hotline   Telephone Number 08448-044999 
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