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Welcome to our bumper two-
month winter edition of St James’ 

Magazine. We have enlarged the magazine 
for this edition and hope that you will 
find something of interest as well as some 
puzzles and Christmas cheer!  

Thanks also to those who organise 
distribution and deliver the magazine. I 
appreciate the help that many have given 
me over the year and would like to thank 
our advertisers who make this magazine 
possible. Please support our local businesses 
at this particular time, it is more important 
than ever.

Clearly, this has been a very difficult year 
- at the start of 2020 I don’t think any of 
us envisaged what lay ahead. As a result of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, we have lost loved 
ones who will not be with us this Christmas, 
had to close our churches and worried over 
friends and family who have lost jobs or 
been placed on furlough. Families are 
struggling in all kinds of situations, which 
is why our support of the Food Bank is as 
vital as ever and our prayers for all those 
challenged by the present situation are 
needed.

I wish you the gift of  Faith, the Blessings 
of Hope and the Peace of His Love this 
Christmas and always.
 Sandy Felton, Editor
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CHURCH SERVICES

At the time this magazine was 
created it was not known what 
the situation regarding church 
services at St James might be 
during December, Christmas 
and January. 

Please see local church posters 
or visit the church website for 
details. 

When services recommence 
they will be, as usual, 
at 9.30am on Sundays. 

Christmas to Me

Christmas to me is nativity                                                                                                
And the sound of carol-singing;                                                                                               

But to others it is revelry                                                                                                          
And the sound of shop tills ringing.

Christmas to me is shepherds                                                                                                        
On a hillside attending their sheep; 
And the sound of angelic voices                                                                                                            
Over a town bathed in sleep.

Christmas to me is the Magi                                                                                                           
Who put all of their faith in a star,                                                                                                      
And in search of the little Christ child                                                                                              
They willingly travelled so far.

Christmas to me is worship                                                                                                            
Giving thanks for the Saviour’s birth;
But to many of the folk I know                                                                                                  
Christmas has no real worth.

So what will YOU see this Christmas?                                                                                           
Will you think of that baby so small?                                                                                               
And recognise that the love of God                                                                                      
Came to earth that first Christmas of 
all?

By Colin Hammacott
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Letter from the 
Parsonage, 
Beetham

Over recent weeks we’ve seen a 
proliferation of quite worrying headlines 

telling us that somehow this year Christmas 
will either be ‘cancelled’ or that its up to 
our politicians and government to somehow 
‘save’ Christmas so that it can be celebrated 
in the usual way. 

They have reminded us, not that we 
really needed reminding, that the ongoing 
consequences and effects of the Coronavirus 
pandemic remain very serious, impacting on 
so many different aspects of our lives and 
common well-being and threatening so much 
of what we hold dear. Throughout the past 
year, all of us albeit in different ways, have 
lived through testing, trying and difficult times 
in ways that we could never have anticipated 
this time last year; accepting restrictions 
and limitations in an attempt to protect and 
preserve those things that matter most to us: 
our families, friends, relationships and the 
collective health of our nation and world. 

It has been a year of sorrow and heartache, 
of challenge and adversity, reminding us all 
of the fragility and vulnerability of life and 
how so much of what we can usually take 
for granted, needs to be both cherished and 
treasured. 

I am sure it is the hope of us all that all that 
we’ve lived through and experienced in recent 
months, the sacrifices we’ve witnessed, the 
goodness we’ve glimpsed, the loving charity 

Dear Friends

that has been heard and seen will continue to 
be lived and put into practice well into the 
future. 

The biblical accounts of the birth of Jesus 
Christ over two thousand years ago remind 
us, lest we forget, of the unpredictability 
and riskiness of what we believe God was 
doing in deciding to come amongst us as a 
baby in the poverty and powerlessness of 
the Bethlehem manger. The scandalous truth 
of Christmas is that the love of God is so 
broad, deep, high and long that he chooses to 
come amongst us not in privilege and power, 
with status or superiority but in complete 
helplessness, as a child with no influence or 
authority who is dependent on the love and 
care of others for his welfare. It is this child 
whom angels worshipped, shepherds visited 
and wise men came to see; believing that in 
a rather dingy outpost of the Roman Empire 
two millennia ago, God was defiantly and 
definitively at work, bringing hope in the 
midst of overwhelming darkness and shining 
the brightest of lights into a world subsumed 
by darkness. 

It is here then, in Jesus Christ, that the 
true and lasting meaning of our Christmas 
celebrations are found, the reality of love 
come down amongst us in the God who invites 
each of us to share his life, the same God who 

Continued on page 5
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abides us with us still and ever longs to make 
his home in our hearts and lives. This is a love 
that doesn’t wait for us to make ourselves 
more lovable or respectable, but appears so 
that we can find hope and purpose in the God 
revealed to us by the child of Bethlehem. 

Here we find good news for all; a message 
that can never be cancelled and a loving 
reality that isn’t dependent on us or anything 
we do or bring. A story that speaks directly 
into our fears and worries, into the reality of 
life as we find it now, and assures us that the 
God we see in Jesus isn’t just for us, but with 
us, who abides amongst us and alongside us 
not only at Christmas, but everyday of our 
lives from beginning to end. The undiluted 
joy of what we prepare for in the days of 
Advent is that there is not a moment of our 
lives that lies outside the compassionate 
gaze and loving embrace of God, whatever 
life’s circumstances, whatever sadnesses or 
cares weigh us down, Jesus comes to us and 
promises that he will never leave us.

The poet John Betjeman reminds us of the 
wonder of all this in his poem ‘Christmas’, 
which in recounting the usual busyness and 
freneticism that surrounds this time of year, 
asks us to remember what sits at the heart of 
the Christmas story: 

And is it true,
This most tremendous tale of all,

Seen in a stained-glass window's hue,
A Baby in an ox's stall?

The Maker of the stars and sea
Become a Child on earth for me?

There is no doubt that all of our celebrations 
will be different this Christmastime, plans 
will need to be altered and long established 
routines changed. It will certainly feel very 
different, with so much of what usually 
accompanies this special period put on hold 
or unable to go ahead in such a time of 
restriction. This is, undeniably, a reason for 

sadness, but hopefully too a prompt for us 
to remember and give thanks for that which 
matters most; the relationships that offer 
comfort and constancy, the gifts of God seen 
in others which bless and enrich our everyday 
lives with signs and reminders of the hopeful 
promise that Christmas offers to us all. A 
prompt for us to consider where we might 
be able, in changed circumstances, to offer 
the gift of love and kindness in small, yet 
significant ways to those whom we meet in 
the days that lie ahead. 

Since it is when things seem most uncertain 
and fragile, when things are far from what 
would we want them to be, that we see the 
peace, joy and grace of the baby of Bethlehem 
afresh. God’s love made real and tangible in 
the greatest gift that could be, and ever has 
been, given: God with us, forever and always. 

With every good wish and prayer for God’s 
blessing this Advent and Christmas, 

     Andrew
post-script:
As always, please do not hesitate to get in 
touch if the church community can be of any 
help or comfort to you in the days ahead. 
I am grateful for the many ways in which 
people are caring for each other, not less 
through keeping in touch with friends and 
neighbours, as well as in other practical and 
prayerful ways. I hope and pray that this will 
continue in the coming days and weeks. If you 
would like a conversation or any pastoral 
support, please do be in touch with us. We 
are each given the opportunity by God to be 
a means by which his love 
and care for us is made 
known to others, through 
our prayers, our efforts to 
keep in contact with each 
other, and the support we 
offer. May the Lord bless 
us all as we seek to live in 
faith together. 
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Comfort and joy holds together the hope that Christmas will bring joy and celebration 
after a uniquely difficult year, with an acknowledgement that - for those who have 
lost loved ones or livelihoods, or who are potentially still not able to be together 

with loved ones - it may be the Church’s role, both nationally and locally, to provide 
consolation, rather than assume everyone will be ready to join in jubilation. 

There will be reflections for each day from Christmas Day to 2nd January available 
via audio, smart speaker as well as smartphone app and email formats, accompanying 
prayer activities for children and families. There are several resources to download. This 
is in addition to the online weekly services. Details of all the Church of England’s online 
services and daily prayer facilities can be found by visiting: 

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/preparing-advent-christmas-2020-
comfort-and-joy

‘Rejoice with those who rejoice; 
weep with those who weep.’
St Paul in Romans 12:15

Cumbria’s biggest socially-
distanced Christmas carol 
sing-along
The Diocese of Carlisle is working in 
partnership with BBC Radio Cumbria 
and churches across the county to run 
Cumbria’s Big Carol Sing on Sunday, 
20th December. The special programme 
will be broadcast from 6pm that evening 
with as many people as possible being 
asked to sing the carol Silent Night on 
their doorsteps at 6.15pm. Tune in to BBC 
Radio Cumbria on FM frequency 95.2FM.

“God is with us in our pain 
and fear’ – Bishop of London’s 
message of hope 

The Bishop of London, Rt Revd Sarah 
Mullally, has said that despite this being a time 
of “great uncertainty and challenge” as the 
world struggles to “overcome a devastating 
pandemic that has cut short earthly lives, 
destroyed livelihoods, and separated us from 
the people and activities we enjoy,” yet still 
“we are not without hope.” 

Speaking recently in St Paul’s Cathedral, 
she said: “Through word, prayer, song and 
symbol, we are reminded that God’s love for 
us can never be destroyed. God is with us in 
our pain and fear and will lead us to a yet 
more glorious day.”

Bishop Sarah also praised the ongoing 
work of the “real heroes and heroines at 
work in intensive care units, the Emergency 
Department, oncology and elderly care 
wards.” She added: “The hope we have in our 
hearts as Christians is eternal. Hope that is in 
Christ will not be disappointed.”
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St James Church, Arnside
CONTACTS

Priest in Charge:    Revd. Andrew Bryan Norman   (015395) 62355
    email: revdabn@gmail.com       
Churchwardens:        Mr Ian Service     (01524) 762019
    Mr Edgar Shepperd    (01524) 761132 
Headteacher:     Mr Nick Sharp, Arnside National C.E.School  (01524) 761159

Storth Village Church
Priest in Charge:  Revd. Andrew Bryan Norman   (015395) 62355
Headteacher:  Mr Simon Brabant, Storth C.of E.School (015395) 62517
St James’ Parish Church: Registered Charity in England & Wales.  Registered Charity  No. 1143293.

Time to Pray app: 
https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/
time-to-pray
which is free and has an accompanying 
daily audio offering on SoundCloud and 
iTunes.

Mental health reflections: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/
faith-action/mental-health-resources/
supporting-good-mental-health

Tips to tackle isolation:
 https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-
action/mental-health-resources/dealing-
loneliness-and-isolation-five-top-tips

More details at:  
https://www.churchofengland.org/
more/media-centre/church-online

Visit the C of E online page
There is now a range of digital resources for to you 

connect with God at this difficult time.  These include:

‘Do not worry about anything, 
but in everything by prayer 

and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God.  And 

the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.’  - 
Philippians 4:6-7

DAILY HOPE PHONE LINE 
The Church of England has developed a 
national free phone line to help support 
those who might feel particularly isolated 
at this time, especially if they have no 
access to the internet. The phone number 
is 0800 804 8044 and provides a collection 
of readings, prayers and hymns that can 
be listened to, all of which are updated 
regularly.



8: St James’ Magazine

FROM OUR SCHOOLS
Arnside National School

Headteacher, Mr N. Sharp 

(continued on page 9)

After an age away, it’s such a delight to 
be writing for the magazine again. Our 

school journey has been full of ‘adventure’ 
and we’ve learnt a great deal about ourselves 
in the process. The September start was a 
wonderful mix of excitement, smiles and 
eagerness to see friends again and get back 
to some form of normality. The infamous 
‘bubble’ system didn’t phase the pupils one 
bit and they were soon into the new routines 
of staggered starts, separate playtimes & 
lunchtimes, and a super clean hygiene 
programme! 

With the fantastic support of ‘Super Sam’ 
Reynolds, the wrap around care clubs were 
back up and running without a hitch – tasty 
breakfasts and oodles of fun at Arnie’s is 
exactly what the pupils needed. Julia Holroyd 
has done a wonderful job ensuring our new 
lunchtime routines run smoothly and our 
cook Tara could give Delia Smith a run for 
her money serving over 100+ hot meals a 
day. What a team! 

Mrs Shippered, PE co-ordinator, has 
managed to arrange a series of sporting events 
and challenges this term. We have been lucky 
to have specialist football and rugby coaching 
for all the classes, including the Nursery 
children. All the pupils entered the virtual 
South Lakes cross country competition by 
entering their times for a set distance. We 
were fortunate to have several winners in a 
range of age groups – Steve Hoare’s fitness 
sessions are certainly paying off! 

Our annual Harvest celebrations were not 
dampened by the tighter restrictions and we 
had a lovely week celebrating everything to 
do with ‘water’. Class work included learning 
about pollution, baptism, water projects in 
Africa, keeping clean and trying to understand 
the theological significance of Jesus turning 

water into wine – thank 
goodness we had Father 
Andrew on hand to help 
us. Our School Church 
has been an integral 
part of our collective 
worship this term and we 
are extremely fortunate 
to have Father Andrew and Ian Service for 
support. Classes access sessions in the church 
on a weekly basis and the pupils love to go 
over and take part. 

In Remembrance week, the pupils made an 
amazing array of poppies and displayed them 
around the school. Parents / carers donated 
directly to the Royal British Legion and Ian 
Service organised a special session for Year 6 
pupils in St James’. The 2-minute silence felt 
more poignant than ever.(see picture page 9)

In such challenging times, it’s very easy to 
‘tighten the purse strings’ and hunker down. 
However, charities are struggling more than 
ever with many not being able to fundraise as 
they would normally do. School and the local 
community have been simply wonderful in 
their support. 

In October, we collected donations for 
the Lancaster Food Banks and helped fund 
food purchases for those in need. Children in 
Need was a colourful non-uniform day which 
raised over £150 – Pudsey fun and games all 
day. Looking ahead, we will be celebrating 
Christmas jumper day and raising money 
for ‘Save the Children’, plus supporting the 
Kings Food Bank with donations of food 
for the festive period. The amazing ‘AVG’ 
machine is making plans for festive support 
and the pupils are hoping to be involved by 
distributing a range of cards and messages to 
the local residents. 

If this year has taught us anything, it’s that 
you have to be creative. Who knows what our 
Nativity will look like or our carol concert 
will sound like but I have no doubt that the 
staff will do their utmost to make it heart-
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warming and 
special for pupils 
and parents. 
Through the 
hardest times, 
the brightest 
moments are 
created; it’s 
going to be a 
truly special 
Christmas for us 
all – our children 

will make sure of it. 
“Children see magic because they 

look for it.” Christopher Moore. 
Take care and look after each 

other; there’s light at the end of the 
lockdown tunnel…  Mr N. Sharp

Pictured above: Year 6 pupils with Mr Ian Service at 
the special Remembrance Service in church.

At the time of going to press we are unable to 
plan what services may or may not be taking 
place after 2nd December. In the event that 
churches are open during any part of the next 
two month period, readers are given below. 
Please check with vicar what readings have 
been chosen for your particular Sunday.

Sunday 6th December (2nd of Advent)
Mrs S Woodburn

Sunday 13th December (3rd of Advent)
Mrs A  Brown

Sunday 20th December (4th of Advent)
 Mr A Mitchell

Christmas Day 
Friday 25th December

Mrs S Humphery

Sunday 27th December
(1st Sunday of Christmas)

Mrs J Mitchell

Sunday 3rd January (Epiphany)
Mrs A Brown

Sunday 10th January (Baptism of Christ)
Mrs J Bratt

Sunday 17th January 
(2nd Sunday of Epiphany)

Mr A Mitchell

Sunday 24th January 
(3rd Sunday of Epiphany)

Mrs Y Service

Sunday 31st January 
(Presentation of Christ in the Temple)

Mrs J Bratt
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COLLECTS and READINGS for SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER
The Second Sunday of Advent - 
Sunday 6 December
Isaiah 40.1-11;Psalm 85.1-2,8-13
2 Peter 3.8-15a; Mark 1.1-8

Collect
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power
and come among us,
and with great might succour us;
that whereas, through our sins and 
wickedness
we are grievously hindered
in running the race that is set before us,
your bountiful grace and mercy
may speedily help and deliver us;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honour and glory, now and for ever.
Amen. 

The Third Sunday of Advent - 
Sunday 13 December
Isaiah 61.1-4,8-11; Psalm 126 or 
1 Thessalonians 5.16-24; John 1.6-8,19-28

Collect
O Lord Jesus Christ,
who at your first coming sent your 
messenger
to prepare your way before you:
grant that the ministers and stewards of 
your mysteries
may likewise so prepare and make ready 
your way
by turning the hearts of the disobedient to 
the wisdom of the just,
that at your second coming to judge the 
world we may be found an acceptable 
people in your sight;
for you are alive and reign with the Father
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.   Amen.

The Fourth Sunday of Advent - 
Sunday 20 December
2 Samuel 7.1-11,16; Psalm 89.1-4,19-26
Romans 16.25-27; Luke 1.26-38

Collect
God our redeemer,
who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of your Son:
grant that, as she looked for his coming as 
our Saviour,
so we may be ready to greet him
when he comes again as our judge;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen. 

Christmas Day – Friday 25 December
Isaiah 9.2-7; Titus 2.11-14
Luke 2.1-20
and
Isaiah 52.7-10; Hebrews 1.1-12
John 1.1-14

Collect
Almighty God,
you have given us your only-begotten Son
to take our nature upon him
and as at this time to be born of a pure 
virgin:
grant that we, who have been born again
and made your children by adoption and 
grace,
may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen. 
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The First Sunday of Christmas - 
Sunday 27 December
Isaiah 61.10  -  62.3; Psalm 148
Galatians 4.4-7; Luke 2.15-21

Collect
Almighty God,
who wonderfully created us in your own 
image
and yet more wonderfully restored us
through your Son Jesus Christ:
grant that, as he came to share in our 
humanity,
so we may share the life of his divinity;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Epiphany - Sunday 3 January
Isaiah 60.1-6; Psalm 72.[1-9]10-15
Ephesians 3.1-12; Matthew 2.1-12

Collect
O God,
who by the leading of a star
manifested your only Son to the peoples of 
the earth:
mercifully grant that we,
who know you now by faith,
may at last behold your glory face to face;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

The Baptism of Christ - Sunday 10 
January
Genesis 1.1-5; Psalm 29
Acts 19.1-7; Mark 1.4-11

Collect
Eternal Father,
who at the baptism of Jesus
revealed him to be your Son,

anointing him with the Holy Spirit:
grant to us, who are born again by water and 
the Spirit,
that we may be faithful to our calling as your 
adopted children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen. 

The Second Sunday of Epiphany - Sunday 
17 January
1 Samuel 3.1-20; Psalm 139.1-5,12-18
Revelation 5.1-10; John 1.43-51

Collect
Almighty God,
in Christ you make all things new:
transform the poverty of our nature by the 
riches of your grace,
and in the renewal of our lives
make known your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.    Amen. 

The Third Sunday of Epiphany - Sunday 
24 January
Genesis 14.17-20; Psalm 128
Revelation 19.6-10; John 2.1-11

Collect
Almighty God,
whose Son revealed in signs and miracles
the wonder of your saving presence:
renew your people with your heavenly grace,
and in all our weakness
sustain us by your mighty power;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.      Amen.

COLLECTS and READINGS for SUNDAYS IN JANUARY
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Believe in God and you’ll believe in miracles. Believe in the baby of Bethlehem, and 
you’ll experience one. - Anon

KING’S FOOD BANK, KENDAL
Our October collection for the Food Bank 
amounted to £355, our highest donation yet.
Between April and October, St. James has 
collected seven sets of donations; the total 
for those seven months was £1910. Gift 
Aided donations will raise another £570 for 
the Food Bank. So the overall contribution 
was very generous indeed.

I am now collecting for November, but, 
sorry, we also need to think about December 
and Christmas arrangements.

This year, Christmas will be very difficult 
and worrying for many, despite the recent 
government interventions. Normally, St. 
James and Arnside School collect amply 
and very thoughtfully and treats are often 
donated. At the moment, it’s only money or 
cheques, made payable to King’s Food Bank, 
that we can offer, but if you were able to be 
as generous as you’ve shown throughout we 
would be sending enough for them to be able 
to provide both essentials and treats, to help 
those struggling to celebrate a little.

Gift Aid adds 25% to your donation, at 
no cost to you. If you’d like to participate, 
I have the relevant form (quick and easy 
to complete); phone me on 762183 and I’ll 
supply one which King’s can then use to 
claim the 25%.

The Christmas collection always goes 
in early so they have time to make up 
deliveries. Please could you let me have any 
contributions by Monday 14th December 
so that we can take them to King’s F. B. on 
Tuesday.

Thank you for your kindness, and your 
patience! And, our early good wishes for a 
happy Christmas to you all.
  
  Jude and Christoper Bratt

LOCAL CHURCH SERVICES

Important Notice:
Due to Covid-19 it is not known at the 
time of going to press whether services 

will be held or any extra arrangements for 
Christmas. Please visit relevant websites 

and see local
posters for up-to-date information. 

Storth Village Church
(see local notices)

Beetham St Michael and All
Angels

www.beethamstmichaelsandallangels.co.uk

Arnside Methodist Church 
arnsidemethodistchurch.org.uk

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic
Church 

www.catholicparishofarnsideandmilnthorpe.
org.uk

Yealand Quaker Meeting
Further details Alan and Sue 
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SMILE
LINES

LET'S PRAY FOR ARNSIDE THIS 
CHRISTMAS
Lord God
We know that you love us
and love the world. We thank 
you for the many blessings
that you shower upon us 
every day.
We place all our cares and 
concerns before you.
We especially pray for this village of Arnside: 
for everyone who lives and works here, and 
for the many visitors to this beautiful place.
Be close to those who are sick, bereaved, 
lonely, or afraid. Enable everyone to know 
your peace, your comfort, and your love.
We make our prayer in the name of Jesus, 
who is our risen Lord.           Amen

Christmas: The time when everyone gets 
Santamental.

Putting on weight is the penalty for 
exceeding the feed limit.

Christmas cake
Every Christmas, composer Giacomo 
Puccini would have a cake baked for each 
of his friends. One year, having quarrelled 
with Arturo Toscanini just before 
Christmas, he tried to cancel the order for 
the conductor’s cake. But it was too late, as 
the cake had already been dispatched.

The following day, Toscanini received 
a telegram from Puccini: “Cake sent by 
mistake.”

He replied by return: “Cake eaten by 
mistake.”

Picture
The teacher asked her Sunday School class 
to draw a picture of a Bible story with a 
Christmas theme. She was puzzled by 
Kate’s picture, which showed four people 
on an airplane.  She asked her which story 
it was meant to represent. ‘The Flight to 
Egypt,’ was the reply.   

Pointing at each figure, the teacher 
ventured: ‘That must be Mary, Joseph, and 
Baby Jesus. But who’s the fourth person?”’   

‘Oh,’ explained 
Kate happily, 
‘that’s Pontius - 
the pilot!’ 
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Medium level Sudoku 

The Bill
Some years ago, an artist was commissioned 
to restore a mural in a Yorkshire Church.  
He did the work and submitted a bill, but 
the authorities refused to pay until they had 
specific details of the work done, so another 
bill was submitted, and this is how it read:

To:
Washing High Priest’s Servants - 10 
shillings and sixpence
Cleaning out St. David’s ears - 2 shillings
Polishing up Pontius Pilate and putting new 
ribbons in his hat   - 8 shillings

Renewing Heaven, adjusting the stars and 
cleaning the moon - 7 shillings
Brightening up the flames of hell, putting a 
new tail on the devil and doing odd jobs for 
the damned -  £1.11 shillings and one penny
Touching up purgatory and restoring four 
lost souls -  7 shillings
Improving appearance of Pharaoh’s daughter 
- 2 shillings
Mending shirt of Prodigal Son - 2 shillings

The bill was paid without comment.

The Joys of January!

Hail to the Lord’s anointed,
Both clergyman and lay,
They’re seldom disappointed
To get past Christmas Day!
The hectic Christmas season
Of service constantly – 
There can’t be better reason
To welcome January!

The Curate and the Vicar
A busy schedule keep,
As they rush, ever quicker
They don’t get that much sleep.
The overworked Churchwarden
And their sidespersons team,
Who don’t get time for boredom

But only seldom scream!
So, when the season’s over;
The crib has been put by,
The drapes to green changed over
They breathe a heartfelt sigh!
They laugh and smile with pleasure
And sing a merry rhyme,
But short-lived is their leisure –
For soon comes Easter time!
 By Nigel Beeton ©Parish Pump
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The deadline for the 
February 2021 magazine 
is Monday 11th January. 

You can email me on  -  
sandy.felton@btopenworld.

com 
If you wish to advertise in 
the magazine please email 

above 
address or contact: 

01524 762653.
 

FROM THE EDITORPARISH NEWS

From the Church 
Register

FUNERALS
Friday 13th October

JEAN HARLING HIGSON
Rest in Peace

As I said to the man who stood 
at the gate of the year: “Give me 
a light that I may tread safely 

into the unknown.” And he 
replied: “Go out into the darkness 

and put your hand into the 
Hand of God.”

Minnie Louise Haskins

 IMPORTANT NOTICE
If you are making cheques payable to the 

Church please can you ensure that you use 
the following in the Payee address:

Arnside St James’ PCC

Harvest Festival
As usual, St. James and Arnside National 
School collaborated for  the Harvest 
collection, although Covid meant we could 
only collect monetary donations. Together 
we raised £511.10, which was an astounding 
result.Arnside School sent their collection to 
Lancaster Homeless and Action Centre, very 
challenged at the moment, while St. James 
divided their donations between Manna 
House and the Womens’Refuge Centre, both 
in Kendal. Such a generous sum will enable 
the three charities to take positive action to 
help those in need.
So, thank you all.        Chris & Jude

ELECTION OF WARDENS
On Sunday 18th October we were able to 
hold a short Annual Vestry Meeting and 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting. At the 
Vestry Meeting, Ian Service and Edgar 
Shepperd were elected as Church Wardens. 
Sincere thanks were expressed to Barry 
Hogg who has served the church faithfully 
as a Warden for some years and who is now 
standing down.  We pray for God’s Grace on 
Ian and Edgar as they take on their duties. 

A PCC meeting was then held on 25th 
October to elect PCC members and fill other 
church positions. Mr Alan Mitchell was re-
elected as church treasurer and Mrs Steph 
Griffith as PCC Secretary.

Reverend Andrew and family
We continue to hold Revd Andrew and his 
family in our prayers in their sorrow for the 
loss of Andrew’s grandmother.
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‘Therefore, the Lord 
himself will give you 
a sign: the virgin will 
conceive and give birth 
to a son and will call 
Him Immanuel.’ (Isaiah 
7:14)

This promise to King 
Ahaz in 8th century Judah is fulfilled in the 
coming of Jesus at the first Christmas: ‘God 
with Us’ (Matthew 1:23). Ahaz faced the 
military threat of Syria invading Israel, but 
Isaiah tells him not to panic. He can trust 
God, who is in control of the nation.

For us, Coronavirus brings deep 
uncertainty as we come to another New 
Year. We live with the threat from the virus, 
economic uncertainty, separation from 
family and friends, the loss of loved ones 
and the anxiety that isolation brings. Yet 

Hope amid uncertainty the message of Immanuel brings hope, as it 
did for Ahaz! Christmas changes everything 
forever! God has declared in Christ that He is 
with us and for us, not absent from or against 
us. His love is larger than our sin, fears or 
guilt: ‘If God is for us, who can be against 
us?’ (Romans 8:31).

As we prepare for the most unusual 
Christmas ever, let’s not forget:

God with us means that He is on my side 
and by my side. In the uncertainties of life I 
am never alone.

God with us means that everything will 
work out according to His plan. God with us 
means that even when others show they are 
not there for me, God is.

God with us means when circumstances 
change, He will give me the strength I need.

God is with me: He isn’t far away, but 
has made the journey into my world. Here is 
the hope for the future, once we get past the 
trees, gifts, turkey stuffing and pudding!

Canon Paul Hardingham ©Parish Pump

On 6th January we celebrate Epiphany - 
the visit of the Wise Men to the baby 

Jesus.  But who were these Wise Men?  
No one knows for sure.  Matthew calls 
them ‘Magi’, and that was the name of an 
ancient caste of a priestly kind from Persia, 
who were devoted to astrology, divination 
and the interpreetation of dreams. By the 
first century the Magi in Matthew’s gospel 
could have been astrologers from outside of 
Persia. It wasn’t until the third century that 
they were called kings - by a church father, 
Tertullian.  

Another church father, Origin, assumed 
there were three - to correspond with the 

gifts given.  Later Christian interpretation 
came to understand gold as a symbol of 
wisdom and wealth, incense as a symbol 
of worship and sacrifice, and myrrh as a 
symbol of healing - and even embalming.  

Certainly, Jesus challenged and set aright 
the way in which the world handled all three 
of these things.  Since the 8th century, the 
Magi have had the names Balthasar, Caspar 
and Melchior. 
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IN MEMORIAM

JEAN HARLING HIGSON
1934-2020

Giving the eulogy at her funeral, Jean’s 
son-in-law, Rhodri perfectly captured the 
essence of Jean, her determination in all 
things, her many achievements and her 
love of travel.

Jean was born in Preston and brought up 
in Simonstone near Burnley. Her parents 
were both in education so it is clear where 
Jean’s vocation was to come from.

She went to Clitheroe Royal Grammar 
School where she was deputy head girl and 
editor of the school magazine. After training 
to become a secondary school teacher, Jean 
taught at several schools before coming 
to live in Cumbria and taking a post at 
Milnthorpe Secondary School after her 
marriage to Tom in the early 1960s.

They both loved the Lake District and 
walking the hills and so decided to come 
and settle in Arnside just after they married. 

When daughter Carolyn was born, Jean 
took a break from teaching before taking 
up her post at Lancaster Royal Grammar 
School for Girls where she taught for 23 
years until her retirement. Rhodri spoke of 
the fact that Jean was immensely proud of 
the impact she had on the young people she 
taught and former pupils have spoken of 
her as an exceptional teacher who terrified 
students at first but whom they came to 
appreciate and love.

Tom died in 2000 and Jean continued to 
live in their home in Arnside. As Rhodri 
pointed out, and her friends in Arnside will 
testify, Jean was fiercly independent and 
determined to maintain that independence. 

Throughout her life she loved travel and 
her holidays abroad. Also, I think we can all 
testify to the fact that Jean loved walking 

and her pace and stride walking down 
Silverdale Road was always a sight to 
behold. 

Jean would have made a fantastic 
newspaper sub - as church magazine 

editor I lived in fear of her green pen. 
She could spot a misplaced apostrophe, 
literal or typo, a mile away. I never got 
the better of an argument over grammar 
with Jean although I did succeed on one 
occasion over an Oxford comma! It was 
a small victory and the twinkle in her eye 
somehow conveyed ‘game, set, match.’

Jean was a faithful servant of St James’ 
Church throughout her life in Arnside. She 
served on the Parochial Church Council, 
and at the time I took over as magazine 
editor 12 years ago, she was looking after 
all the advertising and had been doing so 
for some considerable years. It was a role 
she continued to do right up until the time 
of her final illness. Quite an achievement 
and one for which we owe Jean a great 
debt.

As Rhodri pointed out in his eulogy, 
Jean had her own view of the way the 
world should be and her own timetable for 
exactly when things should happen. 

She could express herself forcefully on 
occasion - service times and hymn books 
not withstanding! With Jean you knew 
where you were and she was admired for 
that. 

We will all miss her - I will miss her 
keeping me on my toes but I will also miss 
her frank outlook on life and her particular 
sense of humour. 

I am grateful to Rhodri for allowing me 
to use parts of his eulogy to Jean. 

We send our love and prayers to Carolyn, 
Rhodri, Rhianwen and Sioned. May the 
Lord’s faithful servant rest in peace.

     SEF
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CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD Answers on page 20

Across
1.  Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6) 
4.  ‘He stretches out the 
heavens like a — , and 
spreads them out like a tent 
to live in’ (Isaiah 40:22) (6) 
7.  What the dove carried 
the olive leaf in, when it 
returned to Noah’s ark 
(Genesis 8:11) (4) 
8.  Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8) 
9.  Judah’s last king, 
who ended his days as a 
blind prisoner in Babylon 
(Jeremiah 52:11) (8) 
13. ‘They all — and were 
satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) (3) 
16. Eliphaz the Temanite 
was one; so was Bildad the 
Shuhite and Zophar 
the Naamathite (Job 2:11; 
16:2) (4,9) 

17. National Association of Evangelicals (of 
the USA) (1,1,1)
19. Popular song for New Year’s Eve, Auld 
— — (4,4) 
24. Able dock (anag.) (8) 
25. The number of stones David chose for his 
confrontation with Goliath (1 Samuel 17:40)(4) 
26. Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6) 
27. Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6)

Down
1.  Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) (4) 
2.  Conciliatory (Titus 3:2) (9) 
3.  ‘Do this, whenever you — it, in 
remembrance of me’ (1 Corinthians 11:25) (5) 
4.  A group assisting in the governance of the 
Roman Catholic Church (5) 
5.  One of the gifts Joseph’s brothers took 
with them on their second journey to Egypt 
(Genesis 43:11) (4) 
6. ‘Reach out your hand and — — into my 
side. Stop doubting and believe’ (John 20:27) 
(3,2) 

10. Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthians 
8:7) (5) 
11. ‘What — — that you are mindful 
of him, the son of man that you care for 
him?’ (Psalm 8:4) (2,3) 
12. Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5) 
13. Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9) 
14. Comes between 2 Chronicles and 
Nehemiah (4) 
15. One of Israel’s northern towns 
conquered by Ben-Hadad (1 Kings 15:20)(4) 
18. Narnia’s Lion (5) 
20 One of the two rivers in which Naaman 
would have preferred to wash (2 Kings 
5:12) (5) 
21 Avarice—one of the evils that come 
from inside people (Mark 7:22) (5) 
22. Knight Grand Cross of St Michael and 
St George (1,1,1,1) 
23. Jacob’s first wife (Genesis 29:23) (4)
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‘Christmas may look 
different, but the story is still 
the same!’ That’s the message 
for Christmas in 2020. 
Coronavirus will make our 
celebrations this year look 
very different from usual. 
However, the message of the 
baby born in Bethlehem is 
still relevant!

In one nativity play, the highlight was to 
illuminate Jesus, with a light in the manger, 
when all the other lights were turned off. At 
the appropriate time, all the lights went out, 
including the manger one. The silence was 
broken when one of the shepherds loudly 
whispered: ‘Hey, you turned off Jesus.’ 
Of course, nobody can turn off Jesus this 
Christmas!

The angels announced, ‘Do not be afraid. 
I bring you good news that will cause great 
joy for all the people. Today in the town of 
David a Saviour has been born to you; He is 
the Messiah, the Lord.’ (Luke 2: 10,11). The 
birth of this baby brings great joy and good 
news for everyone! In an uncertain world, 
He offers joy and hope, because He holds 
this pandemic in His hands. This is a real 
cause for joy! 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
on earth peace to those on whom His favour 
rests.’ (Luke 2:14). We may feel anything 
but peace amid the anxieties over our current 
circumstances. Jesus established peace with 
God through His death on the cross. Trusting 
the Prince of Peace for our lives brings God’s 
peace amid the huge uncertainties we face. 
As the carol says, ‘Joy to the world, the Lord 
has come, let earth receive her King.’

©Parish Pump, Canon P Hardingham

The Story is still 
the same!

Kent Estuary Mission 
Community 

Over the coming months the church 
communities in the Kent Estuary 

Mission Community will be 
meeting for prayer twice each month (on 

the second and fourth Tuesdays) at 
10.30am for a time of prayer together. To 
begin with this will be via Zoom and you 
can join us using the link: http://bit.ly/

KEMCPrayer.
We will pray for our common life and 

for our collective witness across the Kent 
Estuary. Everyone is very welcome to join 
in these prayer gatherings, which for the 
moment will be online rather than in 
person. Please do join us, you would be 
most welcome!
8th  December - St Michael and All 
Angels, Beetham
22nd  December - Levens Methodist
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS
ACROSS: 1, Depend. 4, Canopy. 7, 
Beak. 8, Irritate. 9, Zedekiah. 13, Ate. 
16, Job’s comforter. 17, NAE. 19, 
Lang Syne. 24, Blockade. 25, Five. 26, 
Enigma. 27, Drench. 
DOWN: 1, Debt. 2, Peaceable. 3, 
Drink. 4, Curia. 5, Nuts. 6, Put it. 
10, Excel. 11, Is man. 12, Hoofs. 13, 
Attention. 14, Ezra. 15, Ijon. 18, Aslan. 
20, Abana. 21, Greed. 22, GCMG. 23, 
Leah.

As the year draws to a close:

Lines from Invocation of 
Peace

Deep peace, pure white of the moon to 
you;
Deep peace, pure green of the grass to 
you;
Deep peace, pure brown of the earth to 
you;
Deep peace, pure grey of the dew to you,
Deep peace, pure blue of the sky to you!
Deep peace of the running wave to you,
Deep peace of the flowing air to you,
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you.

By Fiona Macleod (19th century Celtic 
visionary and romantic)

KEEP WATCH
Keep Watch, dear 
Lord, with those 
who work, or 
watch, or weep 
this night, and give 
your angels charge 
over those who 
sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ,
 give rest to the weary, bless the 
dying, soothe the suffering, pity the 
afflicted, shield the joyous and all for 
your love’s sake.    Amen
(Archbishop of Canterbury)
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