
            St Mary and All Saints,  Dunsfold, 
                    Sunday, January 3, 2021 

 ePEWS NEWS 
    
  HAPPY NEW YEAR  

                                   

                The Magi visit the baby Jesus and his family 

     EPIPHANY 

8am BCP Holy Communion, Hascombe 
10am Joint Parish Communion, Dunsfold 

OT: Isaiah 60: 1-6 
NT: Ephesians 3: 1-12 
GOSPEL: Matthew 2: 1-12 

Collect for Epiphany: O God, who by the leading of  
a star manifested your only Son to the peoples of  
the earth: mercifully grant that we, who know you 
by faith, may at last behold your glory face to face; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of  the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

JESUS IN THE HEART OF OUR VILLAGE, 
BUT CAN WE KEEP HIM THERE IN 2021? 

Despite the understandable concerns created by COVID-19 
the numbers attending our church services have remained 
buoyant over Christmas but we are also sensitive to those 
who are troubled by health worries snd prefer to go online to 
take part in services. 

We had large turn-outs at our Christingle and Nativity 
services and our church website - www.achurchnearyou/
dunsfold - attracted 822 hits in Christmas week. Our best 
ever return. 

So while the lockdown rules tighten please stay with us and 
stay well. You’ll find below the public services currently lined 
up for Dunsfold and Hascombe for January and if you wish to 
stay at home you can take part in the services we post on 
our website. 

January 3rd. 
8.00 am Holy Communion, Hascombe  
10 am Joint Parish Communion, Dunsfold 

January 10th 
8.00 am Holy Communion, Dunsfold 
10 am Joint Parish Communion, Hascombe to 
celebrate Epiphany 

January 17th 
8.00 am Holy Communion, Hascombe 
10 am Joint Parish Communion, Dunsfold 

January 24th 
No 8.00 am service 
10 am Joint Parish Communion, Hascombe 
4 pm Funday@4, Dunsfold 

January 31st 
No 8am service 
10 am Joint Parish Communion, Dunsfold. Celebrant, 
Archdeacon Paul Davies. 

We informed you a few months ago about the installation of 
wi-fi at Dunsfold Church. That job is almost completed. 

When it is in place it will transform what we can do in 
communicating God’s word to our village and beyond thanks 
to the wonders of the worldwide web. 



REVEREND IAN MASLIN 
ON WHY WE NEED THE 
INSIGHT AND WISDOM OF 
THE THREE WISE MEN 

The Magi, the Wise Men, the Kings of the East, are 
the witnesses to the Incarnation of Christ in 
Matthew’s Gospel and his version of the birth of 
Jesus. 

In Luke’s version, it’s the shepherds who are the first to 
witness the birth of Jesus. The little people; the people 
who were always there, but not noticed by anyone. 

In the Gospel of Matthew, it is the Magi who recognise Jesus 
for who He is. People who are rich and important, but also 
outsiders and strangers. 

Matthew contrasts these well-travelled, well informed, 
educated strangers with the person who should have seen 
who Jesus was, but didn’t, Herod. 

As the leader of a people who longed for the Messiah, 
Herod should have been the first to know that the new king 
had been born, and the first to pay Him homage. 

But, like many of us today, he doesn’t see what’s under his 
nose. Not only is he ill-informed about the existence and 
whereabouts of the new king, he is frightened and 
threatened by the news that these strange visitors bring. 

St Luke has Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem because 
of a Roman census, and the shepherds witness a recent 
birth in a stable. 

In St Matthew’s account, Mary and Joseph are in their own 
home in Bethlehem and Jesus could be anything up to two 
years old. 

There is none of the wonder of a new birth; it’s just an 
ordinary, everyday scene. Apart that is, from the well-
travelled strangers bearing kingly gifts. 

What the Magi didn’t find in a grand palace, in Herod’s 
throne room, they find in an ordinary house among ordinary 
people; the true king of Israel. 

By rights it should have been different. The king of Israel 
should have been seen and recognised and worshipped by 
His own people. 

But, for one reason or another (and best known to God 
Himself) it took a group of outsiders to respond to a strange 
sign and travel from distant countries, to find the one true 
Messiah, living unrecognised among His people. 

Has the isolation of the past year in lockdown dimmed 
our eyes to seeing Christ in our familiar daily world? 

It could be that we too need a new way to look at a 
familiar situation, or a creative solution to a problem that 
threatens to overwhelm us. 

Whichever it is, we need to find Christ in the solution. 

We need the insight of the Magi, a fresh pair of eyes to look 
at the problem and to provide a different perspective. 

For some of us, we may actually need a different pair of 
eyes to see an answer; we may need to ask for help from a 
friend or from a professional. 
For others, it may be that what we need is a break, or even 
an hour of quiet to think about something else. 

Whatever the right thing for each of us, Matthew’s message 
for us all is that hope is there, right in the midst of us. 
We just need the eyes to see it. 

Amen 

AND IT’S THANK YOU FROM US..AGAIN 
 

Ian and Susie Maslin want to send their 
sincere thanks for the gifts and cards 
they’ve received during Christmas and 
for the delivery of logs on behalf of the 
parish  on December 22nd as a gift for 
their 30th wedding Anniversary. 

As Ian pointed out: “We knew the logs 
would be useful but with this cold snap      
 the timing of the delivery has been  

  perfect.” 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR  PRAYERS 

CHURCH:.The Diocesan Board of Education, chaired by 
Bishop Jo Bailey Wells. Please pray for the wisdom, strength 
and insight of the Education Team together with school 
leaders across the diocese and the 22,000 children in our 
church schools and affiliated schools. 

WORLD: The Episcopal/Anglican Province of Alexandria, 
Egypt. The city of Alexandria has a population of 
5.2m and is the biggest city on the Mediterranean 
Sea.  

THE SICK: Amanda and Hugh, Tim Bailey, Michael Burt, 
Sarah Godwin and John Davies, Norman Edsall, 
William and James Mason, Sally Rivett,  

               Sue Simper, Jacky Williams,  
               Bill and Tracy Wood, Alli, Judy Bolt, Sue and 

Dennis Evans, Lorna Thompson, Sami Bennewith. 

THE DEPARTED: Sheelagh Thomason. 

SAFEGUARDING IN YOUR CHURCH 

We take safeguarding seriously in Dunsfold 
Church. If you have any concerns or information 
you wish to pass on please contact our 
safeguarding officer, Hazel Wiltshire on 01403 
753847 or email her at hazelwiltshire@talktalk.net  

 THE LAST WORD… 

ROWAN WILLIAMS 

“Truth makes love possible; love 
makes truth bearable.” 



 


