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 ePEWS NEWS 
  4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

  

 

            The annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary 

THIS SUNDAY’S SERVICES 

8am BCP Holy Communion, Hascombe 
10am  Joint Parish Holy Communion,  
St Mary and All Saints, Dunsfold. 
4pm Service of  9 Lessons and Carols, 
Dunsfold. 
        

OT: 2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16 
NT: Romans 16: 25-end. 
GOSPEL: Luke 1: 26-38 

Collect for 4th Sunday of  Advent: God our 
redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of  your Son: grant that, as she 
looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may 
be ready to greet him when he comes again as our 
judge; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 
of  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

OPEN THE DUNSFOLD DOOR TO 
FIND OUT MORE THIS CHRISTMAS 

This Christmas the Church will need, in the words of St Paul 
in Romans 12.15, to ‘Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep 
with those who weep’.  

We will aim to celebrate where we can be together in one 
place – but also embrace a wider community that wants 
to join in the celebration but may not be physically able 
– or emotionally ready – to do so. Please join us at 
Dunsfold at one, or more, of our services listed below or 
go online to www.achurchnearyou/dunsfold to follow the 
videos we have to offer there. 

You will need to pre-book if you wish to attend the 
services marked with an asterisk below so we can 
ensure the church is Covid-19 compliant. Please email 
your requests to dandhchurchbooking@gmail.com or 
call Reverend Ian on 01483 200048. 

Sunday 20th December  

10am Parish Holy Communion 

4pm Nine Lessons and Carols * 
A traditional Advent service with readings that explore the 
loving development that God has for mankind, accompanied 
by our choir singing a selection of Advent carols. 

Christmas Eve  

4pm Crib Service in the Churchyard* 
An interactive family service where we take part in the 
story of Mary and Joseph coming to Bethlehem, 
meeting angels, shepherds, innkeepers and animals along 
the way. 
Please wrap up warmly as this service is being held 
outside and there will be no access to the church 
building. 

11:30pm Midnight Eucharist* 
Our service of Holy Communion where we greet the Christ 
Child in the first Holy Communion of Christmas. The 
Eucharist will be celebrated by the Reverend Geoffrey Willis. 

Christmas Day 

10am Christmas Family Eucharist* 
A chance to show off your Christmas jumpers and presents 
at this family Holy Communion. The Eucharist will be 
celebrated by the Reverend Ian Maslin 

Sunday 27th December  
8am Parish Holy Communion from the Book of Common 
Prayer. A traditional service of Holy Communion.  
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REVEREND IAN MASLIN’S 
REFLECTIONS ON HOW 
MARY ACCEPTED HER 
MESSAGE FROM GOD 

Today’s readings give us an example of a healthy 
and an unhealthy relationship with God. 

David has an apparently natural desire to do something for 
God by building a Temple. But his motives are mixed; a 
temple in his capital city would help him consolidate 
control over his kingdom. He tries to use God for his own 
political purposes, but God, none too gently, reminds David 
of who exactly is in control. 

We can all be tempted like David. He wanted to use God for 
his own ends. 

We, too, want a tame God, a God who doesn’t challenge us 
or ask awkward questions about our lives. We prefer a God 
who acts as a crutch or support when we need Him, but not 
one who makes us uncomfortable. 

Contrast this with Mary. She was engaged to be married; 
she had her own plans for her future. Her life seemed 
settled, ordered. Yet she allowed God to enter her life and 
upset all her own hopes and intentions.  

This was no easy thing for Mary to accept; she is initially 
disturbed and confused by Gabriel’s message, and needs 
the angel to reassure her. She very naturally asks questions; 
she doesn’t understand how what God wants can be done. 

But Mary has a healthy relationship with God. She allows 
God to be a real person in her life, not an object who is 
there just to make her feel good. she allows her 
relationship with God to challenge her to grow as a person, 
to grow into the person God had created her to be. 

Above all, unlike David, she needs no reminding of who she 
is and who God is. 

She doesn’t try to make God compromise, she simply 
acknowledges that she is God’s servant; she makes God’s 
will her own, not the other way around. 

And as she surrenders herself and her will and her whole 
life to God, so she begins to live the fulness of life that her 
son, our saviour, came to bring. 

As the great event of Christ’s birth, Christmas, draws near, 
Mary offers us a timely example of how we can enjoy a 
healthy relationship with God and what the consequences 
might be. God will make demands of us because he wants 
us to grow into the people He created us to be. He wants us 
to live life in all its fulness, and He knows how it can be 
possible. 

As with Mary, He wants our relationship with Him to be life-
giving both for ourselves and for others. 

We too are offered the opportunity to say “Yes” to God. We 
too are His servants; we too can surrender ourselves and 
our lives to God.  

It may cost us everything, but it is the way to life in all its 
fulness, because as we surrender ourselves and open our 
hearts to God, so He will fill us with His love and presence. 
And God’s love can continue to be made real in our world 

through our relationship with Him and with those He gives 
us to love. 

That is what our heavenly Father wants for us this Advent. 

Amen. 

LOG ON  FOR OUR  ADVENT COURSE 

Reverend Ian’s fourth Advent course meeting will take 
place via zoom on Sunday evening at 6.30pm. You 
don’t have to have attended the first three to join in. 
Just go to:

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2746581498?
pwd=WjlIcHBydjdOOEEzZ2tBVDNyMFBaZz09  

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR  PRAYERS 

CHURCH: The churches working on the front line this 
Christmas in helping the homeless and feeding the hungry. 

WORLD: Please pray for our diocesan overseas links: the 
Church of Nigeria, the Diocese of Viborg (Denmark) 
and the Diocese of Sialkot, Pakistan. 

THE SICK: Amanda and Hugh, Tim Bailey, Michael Burt, 
Barbara Crabb, Sarah Godwin and John Davies, 
Norman Edsall, Matthew Maslin, William Mason, 
Sally Rivett, Sue Simper, Jacky Williams, Bill and 
Tracy Wood, Alli, Judy Bolt, Sue and Dennis Evans,  

               Sheelagh Thomason, Lorna Thompson,  
               Sami Bennewith. 

THE DEPARTED: Ann Lilley, Dru Ridley, Roger Stiles. 

SAFEGUARDING IN YOUR CHURCH 

We take safeguarding seriously in Dunsfold 
Church. If you have any concerns or information 
you wish to pass on please contact our 
safeguarding officer, Hazel Wiltshire on 01403 
753847 or email her at hazelwiltshire@talktalk.net  

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY UPDATE 

Our Christingle Service raised £143,27 for the 
Children’s Society. If anyone still has a Children’s 
Society collecting box please call Sheila Jones on 
200204 so she can arrange collection and send our 
full donation to a deserving charity. 

POP-UP STOCK UP AVAILABLE 

Our Pop-Up Stall can’t reappear in public just yet 
but Sheila Jones has some marmalade and jams 
for sale if you want to stock up for Christmas. 
Please call her on 200204. 

THE LAST WORD… 

CHARLES DICKENS: "For it is good to be 
children sometimes, and never better 
than at Christmas, when its mighty 
Founder was a child himself." 
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