
            St Mary and All Saints,  Dunsfold, 
                Sunday, December 13th, 2020 

 ePEWS NEWS 

  3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

  
8am BCP Holy Communion, Dunsfold 
10am  Joint Parish Holy Communion,  
St Peter’s Church, Hascombe.  
Guest preacher: Richard Troughton (LLM) 
from Church of  the Good Shepherd, 
Farnborough.           

OT: Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-end 
NT: 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24 
GOSPEL: John 1: 6-8, 19-28 

Collect for 3rd Sunday of  Advent: O Lord Jesus 
Christ, who at your first coming sent your 
messenger to prepare the way before you: grant 
that the ministers and stewards of  your mysteries 
may likewise so prepare and make ready your way 
by turning the hearts of  the disobedient to the 
wisdom of  the just, that at your second coming to 
judge the world we may be found an acceptable 
people in your sight; for you are alive and reign 
with the Father in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR ARCHBISHOPS 
AND WHAT IT CAN MEAN TO DUNSFOLD 

Firstly, here’s a Seasonal message from the 
Archbishops of  Canterbury and York, Justin Welby 
and Stephen Cottrell. 

“Christmas this year will be different. The family 
gatherings may well be smaller. For at least some of  us, 
we may be joining in the carols online rather than in 
church. But it will still be - as always - a time to care for 
one another and to be together. 

“It will be a time to look back on a year when so much 
has changed. To remember those who have died, to 
support those who have lost jobs, to be thankful for all 
who have cared for the sick and the vulnerable. 

“What has not changed is the story and the meaning of  
Jesus’ birth. God is with us. With us in the mess as in 
the good, in the disappointment and the difficulty, in 
sorrow and in celebration. 

“We pray that as you journey through Advent and 
Christmas you will know that Jesus journeys with you. 
May you know God’s comfort and, in whatever your 
circumstances, be surprised by God’s joy.” 

As the year dominated by COVID-19 reaches its end 
let’s make sure the church in Dunsfold remains a church 
militant, actively working to help those less fortunate 
than us.  

We have vulnerable people in our village, many of  whom 
have been receiving support from our church in recent 
months. Some families have already decided that they 
will not take risks in meeting their older, most 
vulnerable members in fear of  transmitting coronavirus. 

Let’s make sure nobody in our community is left isolated 
this Christmas. We will always respect social distancing 
but let’s open our eyes, look around and offer help to 
those we see to be in need. 

And if  you feel unsure of  making that approach please 
speak to Reverend Ian Maslin and ask for his guidance. 
This is a time of  year when we have so much joy to 
celebrate. Let’s make sure we never overlook the less 
fortunate.  



  
REVEREND IAN MASLIN’S 
REFLECTIONS ON JOHN  
THE BAPTIST’S MISSION 

It’s very hard to see what John the Baptist gets out of his 
witness to Jesus.

As we meet John at the beginning of the Gospel accounts, he is at 
the height of his fame. He has a great number of disciples in his 
own right and people flock to hear him preach and to be baptised 
by him.

He says what God gives him to say, under all circumstances, and 
without softening his message to suit important ears. He’s not 
afraid to rebuke King Herod for his immoral lifestyle.

The religious leaders of the day are clearly impressed enough by 
John to wonder if he could be the Messiah. John comes from a 
priestly family and his birth is surrounded by miracle and prophesy.

What’s more his powerful message of judgement and repentance 
are exactly what the religious authorities would expect their idea of 
the Messiah to say. All the prophets of old had told the same thing, 
repent or face God’s anger.

John was fearless in the face of authority and they assumed he 
would be willing, if necessary, to take on the hated Roman 
occupiers and free the Jewish nation.

It’s completely understandable that they come and ask John, to 
his face, “Who are you?”

We do not know quite how John prepared himself for this time, 
though tradition has it that he lived a life of severe self-discipline 
and abstention before starting his ministry.

Matthew’s Gospel tells us that he wore cloths of rough camel hair 
and lived on locusts and wild honey, all of which would seem to 
bear out the testimony of his self-denying lifestyle.

But whatever he has been doing in the preceding years, it has 
honed his vocation to this point, the moment at which he can say, 
forcefully, “I am not the Messiah”

As far as the Gospels are concerned, when John baptised Jesus and 
recognised Him and witnessed to Him, his work was done.

For us perhaps it is hard to see what satisfaction John could get 
from his mission. A life of self-denial brutally cut short; an 
influential ministry, remembered only in context of someone else’s 
far more important work, hardly the epitaph most of us would like.

John was doing this for which he was born; he saw what all the 
prophets had longed to see, God’s Messiah to bring justice and 
peace to all the earth.

John’s calling is unique. He was born to stand on the cusp between 
the old world and the new creation in Christ. He was born to point 
forward to what all the rest of us can now receive. 

Thanks, at least in part, to his faithful witness, we do not have to 
wonder if Jesus did God’s fulfilment for us. We know.

But now we have to take up John’s mantle and bear witness to 
Jesus. John did it alone and when no one else recognised Jesus, but 
he did what we are all born to do. He saw who Jesus was and is and 
he told the world. Now it’s our turn.

Amen

LOG ON  FOR OUR  ADVENT COURSE 

Reverend Ian’s third Advent course meeting will 
take place via zoom on Sunday evening at 
6.30pm. You don’t have to have attended the first 
two to join in. now. Just go to:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2746581498?
pwd=WjlIcHBydjdOOEEzZ2tBVDNyMFBaZz09 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR  PRAYERS 

CHURCH: Pray for our church organists, Nick McMahon and 
David Jopson, our choirs, bell ringers and all who enhance 
worship through music.  

WORLD: We pray for the church in the Falkland Islands and 
the Rt Reverend Timothy Thornton, Bishop to the 
Forces and Bishop to the Falkland Islands. 

THE SICK: Amanda and Hugh, Tim Bailey, Michael Burt, 
Barbara Crabb, Sarah Godwin and John Davies, 
William Mason, Sally Rivett, Sue Simper, Jacky 
Williams, Bill and Tracy Wood, Alli, Judy Bolt, Sue 
and Dennis Evans, Sheelagh Thomason, Lorna 
Thompson, Sami Bennewith, Dru Ridley. 

THE DEPARTED: Ann Lilley, Roger Stiles. 

And please go to our parish website  
www.achurchnearyou/dunsfold for our prayer for the day. 

SAFEGUARDING IN YOUR CHURCH 

We take safeguarding seriously in Dunsfold 
Church. If you have any concerns or information 
you wish to pass on please contact our 
safeguarding officer, Hazel Wiltshire on 01403 
753847 or email her at hazelwiltshire@talktalk.net 

NEXT SUNDAY’S SERVICES 

8am Holy Communion (BCP)  Hascombe 
10 am Joint Parish Communion, Dunsfold 
4pm 9 Lessons and Carols, Dunsfold 

THE FINAL WORD… 

“Let’s approach Christmas with an expectant 
hush, rather than a great rush.”  Anonymous. 
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