
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

 
Welcome 

 

4th Sunday of Advent ~ December 20th 2020 
 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

 
We have Church services with social distancing, and also, for the foreseeable future, our zooming, 

emailing and leaflet deliveries. We want people to have a genuine choice. We are also trying to allow 
other aspects of the church’s life to happen. Ideas and suggestions welcome. 

St Peter’s Sundays 8am & 11am; Wednesdays 10am 
St Mary’s Sundays 9.15am 

St John’s Sundays 9.30am; Tuesdays 10am 
 
 

"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

Prayers for this Week 
 

Here in our midst, O God of mystery, you disclose the secret hidden for countless ages. For you we wait; for you 
we listen. Upon hearing your voice may we, like Mary, embrace your will and become a dwelling place for your 
Word. Grant this through him whose coming is certain, whose day draws near: your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

God of impossible love, you needed Mary to give consent, to bear the scandal, to carry the Word within herself; 
may her courage give hope to women and men who yearn to sing new songs of justice and find the world a dwell-

ing place for God; through Jesus Christ, the one who is to come. Amen. 

Socially Distanced CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 

Everyone Welcome at these services 
Christingles – take advantage of on-line opportunities. 

Saturday 19th December 11am at St Peter ’s, outdoor Carol singing. 

Sunday 20th December  Morning Services as usual 

 “Carol Services” 3pm St Mary’s, 4.30pm St John’s, 6.30pm St Peter’s. 

Tuesday 22nd December 10am Communion at St John’s 

Wednesday 23rd December 10am Communion at St Peter’s 

Christmas Eve Crib Service 4pm St Peter. 

Christmas Eve Communion 8.30pm St John, 11.30pm St Peter. 

Christmas Day Communion 8am & 11am St Peter; 9.15am St Mary; 9.30am St John 



The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
   We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through 
him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

     We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.    
Amen.          

Meditation 
 
   Through these four weeks we have been looking at the four paragraphs of the Nicene Creed in turn, with the 
themes of our four advent candles; 1; God the Creator/Patriarchs; 2; God the Son/Prophets; 3; God the Holy 
Spirit/John the Baptist; and now finally 4; The Church/Mary the Virgin. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
 

      For some people it may seem more appropriate to treat this as part of the previous paragraph on the Holy 
Spirit, not as a paragraph in its own right. Certainly the Church is not to be seen as God, but a fallible, but intend-
ed, vehicle and response to God. The Church and its workings can be seen as the outworking of the Holy Spirit in 
our world today. We can see that Jesus, when he left the disciples, gave them both the Holy Spirit and each other, 
so that they may found, create and be the Church. This very much accords with the western tradition mentioned 
last week where the Son proceeds from the Father, and the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Son. But before we car-
ry on (proceed?!) with more explorations of this final fourth paragraph let’s turn to Mary. 
 
      Mary has at times been a divisive figure in Christian understanding. Some fear an elevation virtually to being 
the fourth person of the Trinity; some fear Mary-worship (as opposed to veneration or honouring) as a form of 
idolatry. Some are threatened by Mary injecting some femininity this close to the Godhead. Some have found her 
Virgin birth as a great explanation, others have found it as an obstacle to belief.  Some have even found this 
choice of a young girl for motherhood to be close to sexual abuse, or as a warrant for it. 
 
      The biblical Mary, the young unmarried girl from Nazareth, does represent a new start and an unexpected 
choice. No indication of ancestry, let alone Royal Blood. John the Baptist being born to godly, priestly, older 
childless parents, much more conforms to the biblical tendency for chosen people. Mary is the opposite and quite 
a contrast.  
 
     When the angel visits Mary to announce her role, Mary shows obedience and collaboration. In the Christmas 
narrative Mary shows resilience in times of difficulty. In the accounts of Jesus childhood Mary shows that she fits 
into the religious and communal life of her people. When Jesus grows up Mary does not always understand, or 
always follow, or always understand Jesus, but she is always there or thereabouts. At the cross she is recorded as 
being a witness, however practically helpless but in psychological solidarity. She is recorded as being there as 
Jesus dies and she is there when his shattered body is taken down. She also seems to be one of the women brave 
enough to visit the tomb three days later, and remains part of the group who cuddle up together for security, and 
she is there when the Holy Spirit is poured out at Pentecost. Maybe she inspires one or more writers to create 
their gospels, maybe she is honoured and cherished into old age by those who knew Jesus. 
 
     Later, Mary is given titles such as, mother of God, our Lady, and  “God bearer” for a she bore the Word made 
flesh, she bore “sweet Jesus Christ” (sing the Holly and the Ivy!). 



       Let’s go back to Church. Maybe you think of the building, maybe you subscribe to the increasingly common 
saying that the church is people not the building. Buildings, church buildings are important. Yes, they can be a 
maintenance burden and sap energy; or perhaps not flexible enough for current uses. For others the church build-
ing can represent something old-fashioned and out of touch, for some it can represent a seat of prejudice (sexism, 
racism, homophobia, paternalism, establishment); some it can be seen as historical heritage or having more in 
common with a fortress in its looks. They can be seen negatively, but when they close or are demolished they do 
speak to communities of the absence or abandonment by God. Equally, when a new church is built, it is most ef-
fective when it looks like a church, and then it speaks of God’s care, concern and presence. I have worked in situa-
tions when buildings have closed or had to be rebuilt on modest or invisible scales, and know this is what happens 
for some people. Of course people can worship, serve and witness without any particular building, but it is their 
very gathering that Church lives.  
 
      Jesus became incarnate, not just a good idea, or a concept, but a real human, who is also God. Concrete, real, 
could be touched, seen, heard, smelt even (hence we are invited to use all our senses in worship), the Church is that 
continuing incarnation; the body of Christ. The Church bears Christ now, just as Mary bore Christ then. We are the 
body of Christ. We receive in communion the body of Christ.  
 
     We have revisited one of the verbs I used to describe Mary and Jesus in a previous paragraph. She bore him. 
But the rest of that paragraph also relates to the vocation of the Church. Sometimes the Church (that’s us gathered) 
is resilient, sometimes it runs away, sometimes it understands and gets things right, sometimes it is embarrassed by 
Jesus; Sometimes presence is enough, sometimes action; Sometimes full of grief, yet still there alongside, some-
times waiting, sometimes rejoicing; Sometimes being young, and sometimes being old. For parents are always par-
ents, not only at the feeding and changing stage, but as situations change, and even reverse. 
 
    Mary is a model for the Church, she bore God with obedience, but it did not follow that all was plain sailing, yet 
we can see faithfulness in the ups and downs. She bore Christ then; we, the Church, bear him now. 
 
   That is to be holy, to be universal (catholic) and rooted in these traditions (apostolic), and not to forget those 
closing words about baptising, forgiving, resurrection, and life to come. And to end with a loud shout together, 
AMEN! 
 

    God bless, Andrew 

Prayers  
 

 The Father made our salvation known to Mary by the message of an angel. Filled with confi-
dence, let us pray. 

You chose the Virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son. 
Have mercy on all who wait for your redemption. 

We pray for your church universal in its many different flavours, cultures, understandings and 
expressions. 

Through your angel Gabriel you brought a message of peace and joy to Mary. Give to the world 
the joy and peace of salvation. 

We pray for the peace of the world, for peacemakers, for those who are the victims of strife and 
violence, for those who live with fear. 

By the consent of your handmaid and the power of the Holy Spirit, your Word came to dwell 
among us. 

Open our hearts to receive Christ, as Mary the Virgin received him. 
We pray for those with whom we spend our lives, and those with whom we would wish to be 

with at Christmas. 
You look with compassion on the lowly and fill the hungry with good things. 

Encourage the downhearted, help those in need and comfort those near to death. We pray for the 
sick, suffering and helpless, especially those most affected by this covid outbreak. 

To you, O God, nothing is impossible, and you alone do marvellous things; 
save us, and bring us on the last day with all our loved ones, the faithful departed and those 

whose faith is known to you alone, into your glorious kingdom. 
Grant, O Lord, that by the riches of your grace we may grow up into him who unites our life to 

yours, even he who is the first-born of all creation, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen. 


