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Morning Prayer for Sunday 6th December 

Second Sunday of Advent  
Lighting of the Advent Candle 

 

Hymn 
 
O come, O come Emmanuel 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 

1 O come, O come Emmanuel, 
 redeem thy captive Israel, 
 that into exile drear is gone, 
 far from the face of God’s dear son.  
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
 shall come to thee, O Israel.  
 
2 O come, thou branch of Jesse, draw 
 the quarry from the lion's claw; 

from the dread caverns of the grave, 
from nether hell, thy people save. 

 Refrain  
 
3 O come, O come, thou Dayspring bright. 

Pour on our souls thy healing light; 
dispel the long night's lingering gloom, 
and pierce the shadows of the tomb. 
Refrain 

 
4 O Come, thou Lord of David’s Key. 

The royal door fling wide and free; 

safeguard for us the heavenward road, 
and bar the way to death's abode. 
Refrain 

 
5 O come, O come, Adonai, 

who in thy glorious majesty 
from that high mountain clothed in awe, 
gavest thy folk the elder Law. 
Refrain
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Greeting 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 

All and also with you. 
 

       Prayer of Preparation 
All  Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, 
 all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you, 
 and worthily magnify your holy name; 
 through Christ our Lord.  
 Amen. 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
When the Lord comes,  
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 

 
All  Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
 in your mercy  
forgive what we have been,  
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy,and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
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Absolution 
May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse you from your sins, 
and restore you in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

       

Kyrie Eleison 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

The Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 
 that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as judge and saviour 
 we may be ready to receive him, 
 who is our Lord and our God. 
 Amen 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13  

 
Refrain:    Show us your mercy, O Lord. 
1    Lord, you were gracious to your land;  ♦ 
you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
2    You forgave the offence of your people  ♦ 
and covered all their sins. 
8    I will listen to what the Lord God will say,  ♦ 
for he shall speak peace to his people and to the faithful, 
that they turn not again to folly. 
9    Truly, his salvation is near to those who fear him,  ♦ 
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that his glory may dwell in our land. [R] 
10  Mercy and truth are met together,  ♦ 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other; 
11  Truth shall spring up from the earth  ♦ 
and righteousness look down from heaven. 
12  The Lord will indeed give all that is good,  ♦ 
and our land will yield its increase. 
13  Righteousness shall go before him  ♦ 
and direct his steps in the way. 
Refrain:    Show us your mercy, O Lord. 
 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now  

and shall be for ever, Amen. 
 

Readings  

Isaiah 40: 1-11 

40Comfort, O comfort my people, 
   says your God.  
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
   and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
   that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
   double for all her sins.  

 
3 A voice cries out: 
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 
   and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
   and the rough places a plain.  
5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
   and all people shall see it together, 
   for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’  
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6 A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ 
   And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ 
All people are grass, 
   their constancy is like the flower of the field.  
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
   when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 
   surely the people are grass.  
8 The grass withers, the flower fades; 
   but the word of our God will stand for ever.  
9 Get you up to a high mountain, 
   O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, 
   O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
   lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
   ‘Here is your God!’  
10 See, the Lord God comes with might, 
   and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, 
   and his recompense before him.  
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
   he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 
   and gently lead the mother sheep.  

2 Peter 3: 3, 8-15 
 
8 But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, 
as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to 
come to repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the 
heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, 
and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 

11 Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of people ought you 
to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness,12waiting for and hastening the coming 
of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and 
the elements will melt with fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new 
heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 

14 Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him 
at peace, without spot or blemish; 15and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. So 
also our beloved brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given to him, 
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 This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God.  
  

Hymn 
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

          sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
 announces that the Lord is nigh; 
 come then and hearken, for he brings 
 glad tidings from the King of kings! 
 
2 Then cleansed be every Christian breast, 
 and furnished for so great a guest. 
 Yea, let us each our hearts prepare 
 for Christ to come and enter there. 
 
3 For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
 our refuge, and our great reward; 
 without thy grace our souls must fade 
 and wither like a flower decayed. 
 
4 Stretch forth thine hand, to heal our sore, 

and make us rise to fall no more; 
once more upon thy people shine, 
and fill the world with love divine. 

5 All praise, eternal Son, to thee 
 whose advent sets thy people free, 
 whom, with the Father, we adore, 
 and Spirit bless, for evermore. 

 
Jordanis oras praevia  Charles Coffin (1676-1749)  
Translated John Chandler (1806-1876) 

 

Gospel Reading 
         Alleluia, alleluia. 
 Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 
 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 
All  Alleluia. 
 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 



 

 7 

 
Mark 1: 1-8 
The Proclamation of John the Baptist 

1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
   who will prepare your way;  
3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
   “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight” ’,  
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all 
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins.6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, 
‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

       This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 
 

Hymn 

 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness 

 sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
 Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
 Make us your own, your holy people, 
 light for the world to see. 
 Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts.  
 Shine through the darkness.  
 Christ be our light!  
 Shine in your church gathered today.  
  
2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
 Longing for hope, many despair. 
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 Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
 Make us your living voice. 
 Chorus  
  
3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 
 Longing for water, many still thirst. 
 Make us your bread, broken for others, 
 shared until all are fed. 
 Chorus  
 
4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
 Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
 Make us your building, sheltering others, 
 walls made of living stones. 
 Chorus  
 
5 Many the gifts, many the people, 
 many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
 Let us be servants to one another, 
 making your kingdom come. 
 Chorus  
 

Bernadette Farrell (born 1957) 
© 1994 Bernadette Farrell published by OCP Publications 5536 NE Hassalo Portland OR 97213. All rights reserved.  Used 
with permission. 

The Nicene Creed 
 
All  We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
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in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 In joyful expectation of his coming to our aid 

we pray to Jesus. 
Come to your Church as Lord and judge. 
 
We pray for … 
Help us to live in the light of your coming 
and give us a longing for your kingdom. 
Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Come to your world as King of the nations. 
We pray for … 
Before you rulers will stand in silence. 
Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Come to the suffering as Saviour and comforter. 
We pray for … 
Break into our lives, 
where we struggle with sickness and distress, 
and set us free to serve you for ever. 
Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Come to us as shepherd and guardian of our souls. 
We remember … 
Give us with all the faithful departed 
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a share in your victory over evil and death. 
Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Come from heaven, Lord Jesus, with power and great glory. 
Lift us up to meet you, 
that with [N and] all your saints and angels 
we may live and reign with you in your new creation. 
Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; 
give new courage to your people, 
who trust in your love. 
By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom 
on earth as in heaven, 
where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit, 
one God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
  
All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come; 
 thy will be done; 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 the power and the glory, 
 for ever and ever.   
 Amen. 
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Hymn 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 

 
 
1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
 born to set thy people free, 
 from our fears and sins release us, 
 let us find our rest in thee. 
 
2 Israel's strength and consolation, 
 hope of all the earth thou art; 
 dear desire of every nation, 
 joy of every longing heart. 
 
3 Born thy people to deliver, 
 born a child and yet a king, 
 born to reign in us for ever, 
 now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 
4 By thine own eternal Spirit 
 rule in all our hearts alone; 
 by thine all-sufficient merit 
 raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
             Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
 

 

Dismissal and Blessing 
May God the Father, judge all-merciful, 
make us worthy of a place in his kingdom. 
Amen. 
 
May God the Son, coming among us in power, 
reveal in our midst the promise of his glory. 
Amen. 
 
May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith, 
joyful in hope and constant in love. 
Amen. 
And the blessing … 
The Dismissal 
 
As we await our coming Saviour, 
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go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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