
 

 

 

 

Christmas in a pandemic 

 

 

Despite what you might have heard, Christmas has not been cancelled! 

Whether or not we are able to gather for worship, Christians all over 

the world will celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, the Word made 

flesh, God with us. 

 

The Advent themes of darkness and light seem especially relevant this 

year. 2020 has felt like a journey through the dark, with us fumbling 

our way along an unmapped road. We will all have had moments of 

anxiety and uncertainty. Some will have felt loneliness, fear and 

sorrow, or experienced illness and loss. 

But despite all difficulties, there have been moments of light in the 

darkness. In our pared down lives many of us have become more aware of what is really 

important to us. We found a sense of togetherness, even when we have had to be apart.  

 

The Christmas Gospel ( John 1:5) tells us the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 

not overcome it . Jesus comes as the light of the world. 

 

We don’t know the date Jesus was born but it seems appropriate that we celebrate Christmas 

when the weather is coldest and nights are longest. By a cosmic coincidence, on the longest night 

of this year, 21 December, there will be a rare event between Jupiter and Saturn -their closest 

conjunction since 1623. The two heavenly lights will almost converge, becoming a single bright 

light.The star the Magi followed to Bethlehem might have been a similar planetary conjunction.  

 

 A  breathtaking  sunset, or the colours and shapes of clouds remind me of God s artistry and 

creativity. And looking at the stars and moon in the night sky reminds me that we too often see 
God in a limited way, when our God is just too big to comprehend. 

 

When you look up at the night sky on 21 December, the light from Jupiter will have taken about 

50 minutes to reach you, and the light from Saturn about 85 minutes. The Andromeda galaxy, the 

furthest object visible with the naked eye, is 2.5 million light years distant. Celestial distances are 

mind-boggling. Space is very dark. But the light of the stars still reaches us, bringing hope and joy 

to those who look up. The light shines in the darkness. We may be socially distanced, but God is 

with us. 

 

Why not put a Christmas star in your window during December? It could be as small as a 

Christmas card or big and glitzy! It may remind you that God is with us even in this difficult time – 

the light shining in the darkness. This Christmas may be different to the one we expected. We 

may have to do it more quietly this year. But that very first Christmas crept in quietly. Christ the 

King was born in humble surroundings to a teenage mother with few witnessing his birth. As that 

star shone over the stable, most of the world went on their way unawares that God had come to 

earth. This Christmas will still happen. Christ will still be with us.  

May God bless you and all your loved ones this Christmas  
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