
 

  
 
 

Connec  ion       
 

Sunday 20th December 2020  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
Collect 
God our redeemer, 
who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of your Son: 
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, 
so we may be ready to greet him 
when he comes again as our judge; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
Reading: 2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16 
Now when David, the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies 
around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of 
God stays in a tent.’ Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you.’ 
But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the 
LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up 
the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 
Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal 
leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a 
house of cedar?’ Now therefore you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you 
from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you 
wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great 
name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will 
plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict 
them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you 
rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you, David, that the Lord will make you a house. 
Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne shall be established for 
ever.  
 



Reading: Luke 1: 26-38 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 
came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to 
 her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old 
age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing 
will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.  
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Heavenly Father, 
who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of the promised saviour: 
fill us your servants with your grace, 
that in all things we may embrace your holy will 
and with her rejoice in your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

 
Requests for Prayers 

 

If there is someone or something that you would like to pray for please email us at 
eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com  

 

 
 
Please continue to pray for the ill and isolated, frontline, hospital and medical staff and for all those who 
are in any kind of need.  
Those who are sick:  Roy and Margaret Putnam, Richard Clements, Christopher Frith, Edward Bunn, Brian 
Bolam 
We continue to pray for:  Don Dufty, Percy and Sharon Blizzard, Jackie Pickford, Clive Hunt, Mary Doney 
Those in residential care: Sheila Bigland-Gibbons, Barbara Milton, Rita Sheppy 
Those who have died and their families: Brian Druce, Charles Brazier, Nils Wilkes, Simon Flynn, Doreen 
Byrd, Geoff Relph 
Anniversary of a death: Please pray for those who have lost loved ones this year and face Christmas 
without them for the first time  
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SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM HOLY TRINITY CHURCH ECKINGTON 

NATIVITY TRAIL: On Wednesday 23rd December between 2.30 and 4.30pm there will be a Nativity Trail 
and live Christmas music and carols sung by Tapestry Chamber Choir in the churchyard. Trail sheets and 
prizes will be available at the front of the church. In order to maintain social distancing please message 
Karen on 07593260432 for a 20-minute time slot.                

 

These are just some of the ideas that we have had in Eckington – if you would like to share these ideas or 
any that you have in your villages, please do contact us at eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com 

 

Bredon Foodbank Collection 

                                                                      
Bredon residents donated an amazing amount of Christmas goodies and other food to the Foodbank 
last week. What a fantastic collection - so a great big massive THANK YOU!!! (Photos by Laura Haines-Gill) 

 

Festive Churchyards 
 

                
 

The churchyard at St Giles’, Bredon is looking beautifully festive (Photos by Tim Cam) 
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Church Services this Sunday 20th December 
                      
9.00am St Peter’s, Besford                                                             

9.00am St Mary’s, Elmley Castle   

10.30am St Margaret’s, Alstone 

 

The Rota for December 2020 

Date Church Time Minister 

24th 
December 

St Barbara’s, Ashton 
Under Hill 

10.00pm Reverend Doug Chaplin 

 St James’, Defford 10.00pm Reverend Allison Davies 

25th 
December 

St Giles’ Bredon 10.00am Bishop Martin Gorick 

 St Mary’s, Elmley Castle 10.00am Canon Roger Spiller 
 St Faith’s, Overbury 10.30am Reverend Catherine Lack 

 Holy Trinity, Eckington 10.45am Reverend Allison Davies 

27th 
December 

St Michael’s, Great 
Comberton (Morning 
Prayer) 

9.00am 
 

Reverend Nancy Murray 
Peters 

 John the Baptist, 
Beckford 

10.30am Archdeacon Robert Jones 

Given the reduced capacity of churches resulting from social distancing rules being in place; if anyone 
would like to attend a service on either the 24th, 25th or 27th December can they please let Alison Khan 
know at acbhteam@gmail.com or by telephone on 07984 748059 so that a place can be reserved 

 
News from the Diocese 

Prayers and diocesan news can be found at www.cofe-worcester.org.uk  
 

 

Reverend Allison Davies 
Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the churches of the Bredon Hill Group 
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