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Ramblings 
2020, Farewell.. a senti-

ment I cant imagine 
many people not agree-
ing with!  Welcome 2021 
and with a clean slate 
lets start the new year 
off, as we intend to carry 
on.  Resolution time? 
Well my New Years Resolutions usually 
last until their first test so I'm not doing 
that again. Rather, I’m looking for a New 
Year’s trend. It sounds wishy washy 
enough to allow a bit of reinterpretation 
along the way, without it being a write off. 

My first resolution is to invest in my 
mental health for my remaining years. 
With few exceptions we've all experi-
enced “Covid cabin fever” of one sort or 
another over 2020 making our mental 
health more pertinent to 2021...  

Having never been recognised for its 
true consequences mental health issues 
have affected generations past and our 
older generations suffer with anxiety, de-
pression, and dementia, all of which can 
be controlled with mental and social stim-
ulation. Whatever your age it might be an 
idea to be more cognisant of your mental 
health as an investment in your future, as 
I will be. 

My second resolution is to tread more 
lightly upon our planet as its failure, af-
fects both my wallet and my conscience. 
This is something very close to my heart 
and I feel dutybound to share.  With time 
to read more than just the headlines, I 
become more aware than ever of the val-
ue and consequences of our purchasing 
behaviour and real cost of what we buy.  
“The industry of modern man, has but 
one objective, to make and sell more, an 

all consuming monster stripping the land 
and leaving a wake of destruction be-
hind+.”  

The toothpaste tube issue;- not the old 
chestnut of divorce grounds “ He/she 
squeezes it in the middle, driving me 
mad” No this time it’s the actual thing its 
environmental impact and wasteful, de-
signed misuse. We use it and ignore the 
manufacturers small print, “pea size por-
tion” following instead the graphic adver-
tising application- a brush full of tooth-
paste, pinched beautifully at each end 
like a stripey slug, thus unwittingly using 
far more than we need, as this triple dose 
doesn't aid the cleaning process being 
too concentrated and is spat out. 

A tube of purpose designed soft and 
tactile plastic.. fully recyclable? Not at all! 
Plastic toothpaste tubes are a multi lay-
ered affair becoming another landfill item.  
Statistically each person uses two and a 
half tubes of toothpaste a year. Our par-
ish thus contributes over 200kg of non 
recyclable waste, each year.  

This, aesthetically designed tube further  
has a (built in?) flaw that allows about 5% 
waste as its so difficult to get the last bit 
out. So we are throwing away and spitting 
out some of what we have paid for! We all 
need to maintain our teeth and fresh 
breath but do we need to buy a product 
that costs more to contain than fill? I 
would urge you to look at all your plastic 
containers from toothpaste tube 
through to sauce bottles (with their 
pressure resistant nozzle making you 
squirt out more than you need) and 
look for alternatives with the  Recycle 

sign 
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St John the Baptist 
The best and worst of 
times… 2020, a year most of 
us will be glad to be through, 
the global pandemic has 
taught me a lot, not least that 
in any given situation there are often both 
the best and worst of humanity present!  
So too as we head into the new year and 
Epiphany on January 6th we see both. We 
know Magi often called the Wise Men or 
the 3 Kings – or the Magi our Wise Kings 
to cover all bases!! 
They are in many ways the best of hu-
manity, willing to go out of their way (a 
long way ) to give to others. Willing to 
learn that not all Kings are born in palac-
es, willing to listen and to change their 
plans (thanks to an Angel from God they 
go home by another way) but within the 
story there is of course another King, the 
worst of humanity, a King so obsessed 
with power, willing to order the massacre 
of innocents, all those under the age of 
two. 
Pandemics, Religion, Communities – in 
most places there is the best and worst of 
humanity and all in between!  My faith is a 
great comfort and support because it 
doesn’t pretend all is good or nice – it is 
real – Jesus came into a world at war, a 
world of power abuse, a world of poverty, 
today when we as a Church try to serve 
the community we are all aware there is 
joy and pain in life but as a community we 
seek to be like the Magi – our Wise Kings 
– and go out of our way to give to others.
At our best as villages I think we do that 
really well and I am grateful to have been 
10 years in these villages this year. So 
here’s to a New Year with better and 
brighter things to come, with prayers for 
you all.. Revd Alison 

From the Registers 

Funeral: Roger Rowland, 
8th December, Hungarton  

Billesdon Chapel 
Two Worlds 
What did you watch over the Christmas 
“holiday”? When it is cold, wet and dark out-
side there is something comforting about 
shutting the curtains, brewing a mug of tea 
and watching a good film.  
There is a common theme that makes some 
of the best films – two world-views colliding. 
Just think about it for a moment. Some of 
the best films are focussed on the clash of 
different world views, off the top of my head I 
can think of “Back to the Future 
1, 2 and 3” (great films!), “Avatar”, “Chariots 
of Fire”, “Billy Elliott”, even “Beauty and the 
Beast” – the drama is when two world views 
size each other up, sometimes causing con-
flict (and maybe comedy) and eventually 
affecting the attitudes and behaviours of 
those involved.   
A day before he was executed Jesus was 
asked a question by Pontius Pilate about 
why ...was he on trial. Jesus gave a curious 
answer: “My Kingdom is not an earthly king-
dom.  
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If it were, my followers would fight to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jewish 
leaders. But my Kingdom is not of this 
world.” (John 18:36) Two world views collid-
ing, Jesus saying that his Kingdom is not of 
this world – I want to understand this more, 
if you want to join me in this quest please 
let me know. Pastor Brian Boley 

Billesdon Baptist 
Chapel   

Keeping  in touch We 
are keeping in contact 
by WhatsApp, Facebook, phone, email, 
text, post or any other way.  We want to 
ensure that everyone is cared for and en-
couraged through these continuing difficult 
times. 

Sunday Worship We are meeting online 
together on Sunday mornings at 10.30am 
for Sunday Worship 

Home Group  On Wednesday evenings at 
7.30 p.m. is our online Home Group. This is 
an opportunity to encourage one another 
and pray. You can join these meetings by 
phone or on the internet – please let us 
know if you want the de-
tails of how to join us.  

Contact Brian Boley, 
07485 046000,  

billesdonpastor@gmail.com 

GOADBY GLEANINGS– REVIEW OF 
2020 

It is impossible to write a review of the past 
year without starting with Covid 19 and the 
impact of the government and public Health  

regulations. The residents of the village of 
Goadby survived with the usual community 
spirit. Those who managed to obtain deliv-
ery slots from one of the online suppliers 
helped others who were unable to per-
suade the powers that be to find a booking. 

The good weather during April and May 
was a bonus, encouraging individuals to 
make the most of the countryside. The pro-
vision of ready meals delivered to the door 
became an accepted feature. Pizza deliver-
ies were organised and this allowed re-
stricted social gatherings to acknowledge 
Bank Holidays and events like VE Day cel-
ebration. 

The opportunity was taken during the first 
lockdown to compile a photograph album of 
all current residents to complement the 
album completed in 2000. Of all 33 house-
holds in the village only three are occupied 
by the same families. In September the 
village was involved in a socially distanced 
“working party” to maintain the church 
building, the churchyard and the village 
green. This was followed a week later with 
a splendid surprise birthday party. 

The year ended with the inclusion of 
Goadby on the Saturday route of the Fish 
and Chip van. Much to the surprise of Mark 
and James more than 40 portions were 
served on the first day. Support has contin-
ued to make this a feature of village life. 
Charles Stewart 

B&DPN&V ANNUAL REPORT 

The Parish magazine has been affected by 
the Covid19 restrictions in much the same 
way as all living in the district. The Church 
of England interpreted the rules literally and 
restricted the delivery of the magazine to 
households during April and May. Common 
sense prevailed and deliveries were re-
sumed in June although the decision was 
delayed and deliveries were disrupted. This 
revealed a deficiency in our process. We 
did not have contact details of the volun-
teers who delivered the magazine in fair 
weather and foul. This has been rectified 
and we are grateful to Hazel Hirst who has 
taken on the responsibility of maintaining 
contact with those who deliver the B & D P 
N & V.  
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The pandemic has affected busi-
nesses in our area and, not surprising-
ly, companies upon whom we have 
relied for advertising revenue, have cut 
back. Eight advertisers have with-
drawn. Three new companies have 
been recruited and two businesses 
have increased their space compensat-
ing our losses somewhat. Sadly, during 
the year three individuals who gener-
ously sponsored pages or provided 
donations died further reducing in-
come. 

The magazine has been restricted in 
the past by printing the advertisements 
12 months in advance. Advertisers 
were therefore unable to change the 
format of their advert during the year. 
This has been rectified by moving to 
digital printing in A5 size for 2021. Pag-
es will be printed each month and col-
our introduced in all pages.  

This means that any photographs 
accompanying submitted articles will 
be printed in colour and therefore much 
clearer. The A5 size provides an addi-
tional benefit in that the magazine will 
no longer be “Large Letter” size, reduc-
ing postage costs. While no one enjoys 
change for change sake we hope these 
alterations to the magazine will be ap-
preciated. 

The balance sheet shows a significant 
credit for 2020 however this will be re-
quired to support a deficit for 2021 due 
to the reduced advertising income and 
donations. The move to A5 printing has 
been achieved with no increase in cost 
and the revised layout has standard-
ised the layout of the advertising. This 

should improve visibility for readers to 
the benefit of the advertis-
ers. New advertisers will 
be sought during 2021. 

(A handsome younger)
Charles Stewart  

HOW CORONAVIRUS HAS AFFECT-
ED BUSINESS 

The hospitality industry has been iden-
tified as the one industry most affected by 
the pandemic. The associated govern-
ment laws and recommendations have 
been suggested as causing the potential 
demise of local pubs and restaurants.  

There are many facets to the hospitali-
ty industry. Matt Poole runs one such 
business in the form of “My Shout”. “My 
Shout” is an agency which was originally 
founded to promote Sport Hospitality. 
The company provided access to pres-
tige sporting events for individuals and 
corporate clients wishing more than the 
entrance ticket. Over the years, since 
starting the business, the portfolio has 
widened from pure sporting events to 
supporting clients who wish to promote 
their brand or product. Prior to the spread 
of Covid 19, “My Shout” saw 60% of their 
business promoting sporting events and 
40% being involved with branding. The 
pandemic has wiped out all the sporting 
business and the company has concen-
trated on developing events for brands 
and products. 

Restrictions on social distancing and 
group meetings has meant that these 
events are now virtual. Webinars are ef-
fective ways for companies to inform their 
staff and customers.  
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The effectiveness of these functions 
is determined by the way in which they 
are packaged and in the detail of the 
presentation. “My Shout” has moved to 
provide this service. Although much of 
the expertise required for the new mod-
el did not exist in the company when 
the pandemic first struck, they moved 
quickly to develop the new model.  

Communication with clients and 
businesses has required high quality 
broadband connections and for this 
they have had to utilise office accom-
modation with faster connection than 
that available in the county. They have 
become expert at sharing platforms 
with other IT specialists. ZOOM video 
conferencing and other remote com-
munication systems have evolved dur-
ing the past 12 months to accommo-
date the demands of businesses such 
as “My Shout”. 

Matt feels fortunate in developing 
his company in the face of the com-
plete shut-down of the sporting world. 
Sport is still the founding purpose of 
the business and will return when cir-
cumstances allow. The current difficulty 
is uncertainty and unpredictability.  

Bookings and offers cannot be pro-
posed at present and the company turn
-over fell dramatically but outgoings 
have reduced so that profit is still pos-
sible. The effect, on suppliers to the 
industry has been catastrophic.  

Audio-visual services, marquee 
suppliers and catering businesses with 
freelance staff have all suffered badly. 
These were companies that were se-
cure with good business plans. Their 

income disappeared overnight. These 
are the real casualties of the hospitality 
trade.  

Charles Stewart 

Yes, unfortunately the Community 
event has had to be re-scheduled for 
the new year so please keep your eyes 
open for the new date! 

Basic Security 

As we leave behind the rather bizarre 
year of 2020 and head into pastures 
new in 2021, now is the time of year to 
be looking forward and to make a New 
Years’ resolution or two… Mine nor-
mally consist of the usual, exercise 
more; eat healthier, sort of thing. Both 
of which are likely to not be achievable, 
nor do I really desire them to be. So 
instead, I tend to opt for more feasible 
options, such as improving the basic 
security of my home… You know, the 
norm. So join us and make these basic 
security guides part of your ‘New Year, 
New Me’ regime! Here are a few tips to 
get you started: 

Make sure your windows are locked at 
all times with a key (unless they are in 
use), whether you are in or out of the 
house Ensure your doors are locked 
when you are in and out of the house, 
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And if you have a door chain, that’s 
great too! 
Make sure all side gates or access to 
the rear of your house is locked, prefer-
ably with a good quality pad bolt and 
padlock. 
Use the ‘Stop, Chain and Check’ meth-
od before opening your door to any-
one, whether you are expecting any-
one, or not. Stop and think whether you 
are expecting a visitor; put the door 
bar/chain on and check who the visitor 
is (keep this on whilst you are talking to 
them); and finally, check any ID cards 
and do not let anyone in until you are 
convinced they are genuine. Keep 
them out if you have any doubt! 
Al Cook and Georgie Greensmith 
Crime Reduction Officers, Leicester-
shire Police 

Woodland Pool 
On a damp and misty 
November morning I went 
hunting for cobwebs to 
photograph, only to find 
the vast majority had 
been adversely affected by heavy over-
night rain. However I did discover one 
spider clinging on to its web, hoping to 
catch a meal or two, plus three 7 Spot 

ladybirds huddled on the stem of an 
umbellifer seed head. Photo’s of these 
are on the FB page, as are photo’s 
submitted by other visitors to the pool. 
It’s been encouraging to see an in-
crease in the amount of activity on the 
WP Facebook site found on ;-
 www.facebook.com  Billesdon Wood-
land Pool Nature Reserve. 
Two adult moorhens were out on the 
open water on the pool before catching 
sight of me and heading quickly for 
cover and safety of the reeds. Back on 
the main path I saw a Marsh Tit flitting 
amongst the bare branches of a nearby 
sycamore tree.  It’s a bird similar in 
looks and distribution to a Willow Tit so 
I made a note to take binoculars on 
another visit in the hope of making a 
definitive identification; head and bib 
size are the key differences, aside of a 
slightly different call. On another occa-
sion I found myself surrounded by a 
party of Long Tailed Tits accompanied 
by several Blue Tits and Great Tits plus 
a Treecreeper. This small brown insec-
tivorous bird searches for food by 
working its way up tree trunks and, on 
reaching the top, flying back down to 
the base to start another climb. 
Talking of identification, loosely, the 
results of the Big Butterfly Count 2020 
were released in the Autumn. Overall 
the numbers counted were down, but 
the top six seen were Large White, 
Small White, Gatekeeper, Peacock, 
Meadow Brown and Red Admiral. Fur-
ther information can be found on the 
Butterfly Conservation website.  
Jo Edwards 
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Billesdon C of E Primary School  

– It’s Christmas! – December
2020. 

In school, the glitter season 
starts early, and whilst it is 
only just December on the calendar, 
preparations to build up  to Christmas 

are in full swing! The classes 
have all designed a Christmas 
card for their bubble which has 
been transferred onto greet-
ings cards (with the designer’s 
name on the back!), wrapping 

paper, gift tags and mugs as desired. 
The designs were beautifully colourful 
and I am sure will be much 
appreciated by our families: 

We have also had great fun 
ushering in the start of Ad-
vent by preparing our classrooms on 
our annual Decorations Morning. 
Whilst we cannot have our families into 

school to join us this year, 
this has not stopped us don-
ning our Christmas jumpers, 
creating decorations for our 
trees and having a virtual 
“Blessing of the Tree” pro-

vided by Reverend Alison. 

The season is not all about fun - each 
class took to opportunity to do some 
Christmas Science activities to explore 
practical (and Christmassy) experi-
ments. Joy Class explored mixing and 
combining materials to make their own 
snow and the rest of the school under-
took scientific exploration on freezing, 
thawing, observation skills, recording 
temperature and investigating insulat-
ing materials to differing levels around 

the theme of “Santa’s Coat”.  

Of course, this is only the start of De-
cember and we still have 3 weeks of 
term to continue our learning and build-
ing up to the end of the autumn term in 
these most challenging of times. We 
are hoping to hold our traditional Nativi-
ty by adjusting it to fit around our class 
bubbles and filming it to share with our 
families and also involving our KS2 
children with a different take on a pop-
ular song; all we need is to keep calm, 
carry on and hope that we do not have 
to “pop” a bubble! 

Lisa Willcocks, Acting Headteacher 

B&DN&V Distribution Dates 

For the year 2021 the magazine will be in 
the church foyer on the last Friday of the 
month. Contribution deadlines are the 10th 
of the month preceding.  
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Billesdon and the ‘Plant Britain’ 
Campaign 

On 29th November BBC Countryfile 
launched a campaign to encourage 
everyone to take part in a planting pro-
ject. Prince Charles, Dame Judy 
Dench, Brian May and other big names 
are taking part and we could too!  

The programme is worth watching if 
you haven’t already but it outlines an 
ambitious two-year project where we 
can all do our bit in the battle against 
climate change, to help wildlife and our 
own well being. The programme 
launches with the goal of planting 
750,000 trees – one for every UK pri-
mary school starter in 2020. There is a 
Plant Britain interactive map on which 
to record tree planting numbers.  

How about Billesdon getting involved in 
this? John Williams is our Parish Coun-
cillor responsible for promoting wildlife 
and conservation in Billesdon and is 
successfully finding grants for exciting 
environmental projects - not least for 
the Woodland Pool. I know that John 
could seek out native trees for us to 
plant and I’m wondering if we as mem-
bers of a village community, young and 
old, could join the Countryfile Cam-
paign and plant a native tree for every 
Billesdon Primary School child? After 
all it is their futures that we need to 
protect, for them to enjoy a healthy 
green environment when many of us 
will have moved on. 

Some might say - where in Billesdon 
can we plant these trees? Well I’ve 
walked the village with this question in 
mind and quite frankly there are many 

possible places, even areas large 
enough to take beautiful oak trees that 
are so rare in other parts of Europe. My 
honey bees would love some more 
lime trees to feast on during the flower-
ing season! 

I find it very sad when a mature tree is 
taken down and especially so if one is 
not planted in its place. Of course there 
can be good reasons for this but trees 
are so important in promoting clean air. 
As the biggest plants on the planet, 
they give us oxygen, store carbon, sta-
bilise the soil and give life to a wide 
variety of wildlife.  

Will you join me and others in this ven-
ture?  

Jane Tregoning 
(jtregoning10@hotmail.com) 
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Due to coro-
navirus, peo-
ple do their 
festive shop-
ping online 
this year, meaning more opportunities 
for hackers to carry out cyber attacks. 

They do this by targeting people 
and businesses using: 
* email and website scams
* malware - software that can damage
your device or let a hacker in* Hackers 
in your device or accounts, access 
your money, information about you and 
your business.  
Improve your cyber security by: 

1. A strong separate password for
your email; 
If a hacker gets into your email, they: 
-reset your passwords 
-access information about you & your 
business 
Your email password should be strong 
and different to all your other pass-
words. This will make it harder to crack 
or guess. 

2. Create strong passwords using 3
random words; 
Create strong, memorable passwords 
by using 3 random words. 
Do not use words that can be guessed 
(like your pet’s name). You can include 
numbers and symbols if you need to. 
For example, “RedPantsTree4!”  

3. Save your passwords in your
browser; 
letting your web browser (such as 
Chrome, Safari or Edge) remember 
password for you. 
This can help: 
--You not lose or forget your pass-

words. 
-Protect you against fake websites.  

4. Turn on two-factor authentica-
tion (2FA) 
This helps stop hackers from getting 
into your accounts, even if they have 
your password.    

5. Update your devices as old soft-
ware, apps, and operating systems 
contain weaknesses. This makes them 
easier to hack.  

6. Back up your data by creating a
copy of your information and saving it 
to another device or to cloud storage 
online which means you will always 
have a recent version of your infor-
mation saved. This will help you recov-
er quicker if your 
data is lost or stolen. 

From the Nurseries 
Look out for 
cucamelons, a cross between a cu-
cumber and melon! A bit different but 
worth a try and a variety of begonia 
with a flower 3 times larger than nor-
mal. That’s the great thing about gar-
dening, there’s always something new 
and no two years are the 
same.....thank goodness.     Here’s to a 
blooming good year!  

John Parsons 
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 PARISH CHAIRMAN 

The flavour of the month at 
the moment, apart from the 
ones that have been around 
all year, and what is going 
to happen over Christmas, are LITTER and 
DOG POO.  

The interesting difference between the two 
unacceptable subjects, is that one is caused 
mostly by Billesdon Residents, and the other 
is not.  

The DOG POO is probably the result of all the 
dog walking being done by residents, but the 
LITTER is probably dropped out of cars driv-
ing through the village, who do not live here. 
This is by no means the first time both these 
issues become to the forefront, and raise con-
cerns of villagers. One is easier to address as 
all dog owners know what is required of them, 
and should make extra efforts to dispose of 
the POO responsibly. 

The LITTER issue is much more difficult, be-
cause unless you see the rubbish being 
dropped or thrown from a car, you have no 
idea who is responsible. I have a personal 
view that Billesdon is a Hamburger eating 
driving time away from a famous restaurant on 
the A6 roundabout!! Hence all the wrappers! 

 What to do then to keep our Village as we 
want to see it?? I think we should have the 
DOG POO issues in our own control, but the 
other is not so easy.   

Harborough District council seem to have had 
some degree of success in stopping litter be-
ing dropped, with their clever notices on the A 
6047 lay byes just after New Inn, but not sure, 
a few random signs in Billesdon will have any 
results. 

If there are any creative solutions to either 
problem, please let us know.  

Have a safe and happy Christmas, and let’s 

hope we can see the light at the end of the 
tunnel early in 2021.  

Simon Ford 

The Parish council are pleased to announce 
that we have been awarded a grant by the 
Edith Murphy Foundation of £5,000.00.  

This was achieved with the help of David 
Tams, a trustee of the Foundation and a 
Billesdon resident, which was very much ap-
preciated. This will very much assist us in 
developing the area further and will allow us to 
finance the planned new ponds to be built and 
financed by EMEC and Natural England. 
These are specially designed to promote 
Great Crested Newts. 

During the early planning stages for this it was 
discovered that there could be the possibility 
of archaeological evidence in the vicinity and 
an archaeological survey would be required. 
The cost of this would have been prohibitive 
and would prevent us from being able to con-
struct these valuable habitats.  

However with the help of Leicester University 
and this grant we should now be in a position 
to move forward. There are many other issues 
that we need to address and we will hopefully 
explore our options to take best advantage of 
this grant. We have also made applications to 
other charities the Wildlife Trust, the Tree 
Council along with the LCC Shires Grant 
Scheme. 

Wildflowers Bloom 

Leicestershire County Council have teamed 
up with many Parish Councils to develop an 
Urban Wildflower Verge project, the aims of 
which are to improve biodiversity and to see 
wildflowers and wildlife 
flourish, turning urban 
roadsides into dedicated 
wildflower verges.  

John Williams 
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 Village People no. 124.  

Cate Weetman and Carol Leslie I’ve 
made a pact with myself this time to 
not use the word for ‘it’ anymore. You 
know - that global thing - because it 
gets too much air time as it is. But one 
good thing to come out of ‘it’ in 2020 in 

Billesdon and surrounds dur-
ing this very strange year 
has been the very vibrant 
village Facebook page.  

Emanating from the PAFA 
group at the school, it was 
the brainchild of Cate 
Weetman who was joined 
by Carol Leslie and then 
Charlotte Watson (the three C’s!) and 
nine months on it has become estab-
lished as one of the main contact and 
information channels in the neighbour-
hood, with approaching 750 members 
signed up. More of Charlotte in a later 
addition, so here are the original two. 

After a childhood in Houghton and a 
first college job at the local garage, 
Cate went on to have a career in the 
legal system. Five children and two 
step children later, she tells me she’s 
now self employed ‘helping people to 
save money.’ (I love it when people 
actually say what they do, rather than 
just hide behind a job title. Or maybe 
as in my case it’s a privilege of the self-
employed to choose not to have a job 
title anyway.) 

Cate has lived in the area all her life. 
Her husband was injured in the Armed 
Forces and has ongoing surgeries for 
his injuries, so with a busy household 
and with a very young child born with 

lung problems you might imagine that 
her week is already pretty full thank 
you very much. But no, apart from run-
ning her business and sharing the Fa-
cebook page, she is also the local 
‘Avon Lady.’ She has been involved in 
charitable work for some time with dis-
advantaged children and young adults 
including the Right to Read pro-
gramme.  

Eight years ago she came first in the 
Memphys charity walk. So what about 
Carol? She’s a lassie from Lancashire 
(sorry, nearly burst into song there), 
brought up in Preston, who worked as 
a waitress after attending Lancaster 
and Morecambe College.  

She has lived in Billesdon for three 
years now, loves it, and describes her-
self as ‘a stay at home mum’, with two 
young children. She was keen to help 
out with running the Facebook page 
and is an active participant in it. I think 
each of the organisers has found it to 
be very rewarding even if sometimes 
challenging, but they are pleased to be 
involved in something which seems to 
meet an important need in the area.  

All three are mothers of young children: 
Cate the adventurer with a keen inter-
est in helping others, Carol the home-
centred mum keen on crocheting and 
with a no-nonsense approach to trying 
to improve things around her, and then 
there’s Charlotte. Next 
time! 

Peter Francis 
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Billesdon WI 

 We remain optimis-
tic in these difficult 
times, but it is not easy! Our aim is to 
help our Members where necessary, 
and keep them together, giving them 
something interesting to do and think 
about. We have 32 members, some of 
them not on-line, so it is a challenge.  

A Newsletter was started back in 
March and we are now on No 28. We 
have had several Zoom Committee 
meetings – getting quite good at that!! 

Towards the end of October we had a 
Treasure Hunt – social distanced – 
around the village, visiting our house-
bound members on the way. It was a 
lovely sunny day and we had great fun! 
Members were encouraged to dress up 
their homes for Halloween to amuse 
the children in the village. 

Our AGM and Christmas Meeting will 
both be on Zoom, and we are planning 
a few surprises for Christmas. In No-
vember we donated £100 to Market 
Harborough Food Bank, and in Decem-
ber we are doing a food collection from 
our Members for them. So Billesdon WI 
is still alive and 
kicking – even 
at the age of 
103!!  Come 
and join us – 
ring Lois on 
2596312 for 
more details. 

 Letters 

Pavement Parkers In response to Car-
ol’s item about cars parking on pave-
ments I too have noticed this happen-
ing in increasing numbers around 
Billesdon.  

Whilst recognising it can be a struggle 
for some residents to find suitable 
parking close to their homes, surely 
pavements are for pedestrians?  

It can be dangerous for parents/ grand-
parents with pushchairs, wheelchair 
users, people who struggle with mobili-
ty and children to have to step into the 
road to get around a parked vehicle. 
Surely this isn't even worthy of a de-
bate?  

Happy New Year !  To everyone and 
especially to the group of volunteers 
who distribute the magazines. 
It’s hardly been a normal year and 
there have been a couple of hiccups 
yet still you’ve all hung in there. You’re 
even put in more effort than usual by 
adding inserts on three consecutive 
months.  

Extra thanks for that too.   Several peo-
ple have said to me that they are glad 
to receive the mags, so I wanted to 
pass on their appreciation. 
I also want to welcome some new 
members to the team. We’ve recently 
had three more people who’ve offered 
to help with the distribution, so if any of 
you ever need cover for any reason, 
know there’s help ready.   
Here’s to a better year ahead ! 

 Hazel.  
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 Billesdon Xmas 
Lights 

 If you missed the 
‘Twelve days of 
Christmas’ window displays in 
Billesdon over those two weekends 
then you missed a treat. What started 

out as a request 
for a show of in-
terest in doing 
something festive 
to brighten the 
doubly dark days 

of December turned 
out to be something 
of a visual and ar-
tistic triumph. Crea-
tive juices were 
soon flowing and 
what emerged was 
a trail of displays 
the length and 
breadth of the vil-
lage.  

I asked Jane Kirwan to explain:     
Christine Taylor had the idea and sug-
gested it on the Billesdon Facebook 
page and asked if anyone would be 
interested in helping. I volunteered and 
we had an initial meeting about it. Jo 
Brown then of-
fered to help as 
well. As we didn’t 
know how many 
people would be 
interested we 
couldn’t commit to something like ad-
vent windows as we couldn’t guarantee 
24 people. (as in an advent calendar) 
We also thought that this would be 
harder to have as a spectacle for peo-
ple to enjoy easily as the display  would 

develop over a period of 
time rather than a specif-
ic date. We decided on 
the 12 days of Christmas 
as we knew we would 
have a head start with 
our three!! We also 
thought a specific date(s) 
was a better idea to coordinate. This 
led to the trail idea.  By just listing ad-
dresses and a 
location map 
(of sorts) peo-
ple could start 
where they 
liked and dip in 
and out as it 
were as they 
pleased. We 
chose 4pm to 
9pm as it just 
added to the 
magic to see 
the windows lit in the dark- and meant 
families with young children as well as 
the older age group could be accom-
modated time wise 

The response was incredible. 23 win-
dows in total. And it was lovely that 
each responded to the addition of a 
letter to the display to make a Christ-
massy phrase when they were all col-
lected-  which couldn’t be decided until 
the full numbers were known!!  

It was fantastic to be involved and all 
thanks to Christine for taking the step 
of suggesting it. And of course thanks 
to those who got involved and created 
fantastic windows. We are looking for-
ward to developing it further next year - 
mulled wine and hot chocolate any-
one????!  






