
       

HAPPY CHRISTMAS

At Christmas and always, may you be guided 
By His light and surrounded by His love. 

At Christmas may God grant you special gifts of joy and cheer. 
Let him bless you for the good done for others through the year. 

May you find rich satisfaction in your daily work and prayer 
And in knowing as you serve Him, He will keep you in His care. 

 
St. Luke chapter 2:1-14 

And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 

So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of 

David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be 
registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. So it was, that while they 
were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. And she brought forth her 
firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because 

there was no room for them in the inn. 
Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them, 

“Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all 
people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the 
Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, 

lying in a manger.” 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 

saying: 
“Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



In the German city of Trier there is a monument to the Roman Emperor Augustus. Augustus 
was Emperor from 63 BCE until 14CE. 
For us Augustus is important because according to the Gospel of Luke, Jesus was born 
during his reign. Indeed, according to Luke it was because of a decree of his that Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem. The writer of the Gospel wants to make the point that the birth of Jesus 
is of worldwide - indeed universal - significance. 
 
But there is something else about the Augustus monument in Trier. It points to the birth of  
‘the divine Augustus’ whose birth and reign as ‘lord and son of god’ is to usher in ‘a time of 
peace and good will for all mankind’.  You may notice the resonance of those words etched 
onto a monument just before the birth of Jesus – they’re similar words to the message of 
the angels to the shepherds: 
‘To you is born a Saviour, the Messiah, the Lord.....Glory to God and peace and good will on 
earth’. 
If the divine Augustus did usher in a time of peace and good will (the Pax Romana), it was a 
peace based upon coercion and military might. 
In pointing to the song of angels at Jesus’ birth, St Luke is saying he is the true Son of God 
and the true source of peace and goodwill amongst mankind. 
 
Why? Because Jesus born of Mary, the true Son of God can be born into the hearts and lives 
of all who receive him and can transform the world in peace and goodwill. 
We can receive him afresh this Christmas time as he is born within us in the sacraments 
celebrated amongst us at Christmas. 
 
The world is in turmoil now as it was at the time of Jesus’ birth.  
This year Covid 19 has brought so much suffering to so many people and in so many 
different ways.   
In addition, there is injustice and grotesque inequality in our world and in our nation. 
According to UNICEF one fifth of children in the UK are living in poverty, some in extreme 
poverty.  We see that in the increasing demand upon food banks. 
We should pray for the transformation of our world and our nation as we celebrate the 
birth in poverty of he who is the Son of God. 
 Pray that his peace and good will may indeed be seen and celebrated and lived in the 
reality of people’s lives. 
Have a Happy and Blessed Christmas that it may be for us all a time of peace and goodwill – 
and hope for the New Year. 
The Revd Preb Graham Fowell. 

 
 
 
Thanks to Graham for the Christmas Day message and all his 
help this year. 
 
Geoff Foster has prepared the prayers for today’s service and 
sends the Christmas greeting on the front page. 



SERVICE FOR CHRISTMAS DAY 

“Behold, I bring you good news 
of great joy;  
For to you is born in the city of 
David a Saviour, who is Christ 
the Lord.”  
 

Confession: Christ the light of the world has come 
to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 
Let us turn to the light and confess our sins. 
 
Lord of grace and truth, 
we confess our unworthiness 
to stand in your presence as your children. 
We have sinned: 
forgive and heal us. 
The Virgin Mary accepted your call 
to be the mother of Jesus. 
Forgive our disobedience to your will. 
We have sinned: 
forgive and heal us. 
Your Son our Saviour 
was born in poverty in a manger. 
Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
We have sinned: 
forgive and heal us. 
The shepherds left their flocks 
to go to Bethlehem. 
Forgive our self-interest and lack of vision. 
We have sinned: 
forgive and heal us. 
The wise men followed the star 
to find Jesus the King. 
Forgive our reluctance to seek you. 
We have sinned: 
forgive and heal us. 
 
May God who loved the world so much 
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 
forgive us our sins 
and make us holy to serve him in the world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Creed: We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Collect: Lord Jesus Christ, 
your birth at Bethlehem 
draws us to kneel in wonder at    
heaven touching earth: 
accept our heartfelt praise 
as we worship you, 
our Saviour and our eternal God.   
Amen. 
 
OUR FATHER  
 
Christmas day is here once more and we pray for a 
new beginning. As the New Year approaches, let our 
thoughts become words as we speak to you Lord in 
prayer.   
We pray for a better society where we can look after 
one another as we go forward in life. We have seen 
many terrible things in the last year as the Covid virus 
took hold: it put civilisation across the globe into 
turmoil, as we fought this terrible disease with 
lockdowns and isolation. The scientists worked night 
and day to come up with an antidote, which we now 
have; we pray that an end can be seen and we may 
start to live “normal” lives once more.  
Father of all humanity and life on earth, we pray to 
you with our hearts open and our minds emptied of 
all things, emptied so only you can fill us with your 
Holy Spirit. Give to us only the thoughts you want us 
to concentrate on, thoughts of love for our friends, 
families and everyone that needs our help in this 
world. Give to us Lord the wisdom and the foresight 
to understand their needs.  
FATHER OUR PRAYERS ARE FOREVER IN YOUR HANDS 
 
Father we bring before you all faiths from around the 
world. There are many that celebrate Christmas, as do 
we, the Christ child is born, hope is renewed in the 
lives of so many. There are many leaders in many 
faiths, we pray that you Lord can instil in them the 
newness of what this day brings to the world and the 
meaning of being a follower of the Lord our God. 
Lord as we gather on this Christmas morning, we 
bring to you all those we know who need our prayers, 
special friends, loved ones we hold close to our 
hearts, those who are working as we enjoy this day.   
Lord we pray for our Queen and her family, her 
government, please Lord we pray that our country’s 
leaders can look to the future and bring back our 
country to better times as we go forward in life.  
FATHER OUR PRAYERS ARE FOREVER IN YOUR HANDS 
NOW AND ALWAYS. AMEN.  
 
Jesus Christ is the Light of the world: 
A light no darkness can quench. 
 
THE GRACE …. 
 


