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ADVENT & CHRISTMAS AT ST. MARY’S 

20th December:3.00pm Nine Lessons and Carols -this will be a joint service with Our Lady’s 

Christmas Eve:11.30 pm Midnight Holy Communion 

Christmas Day:10.30am Holy Communion 

ST. JAMES’ COTES HEATH 

20TH December:10.30am Morning Service 

 
This week’s “Bumper Edition” includes news and 
service sheets for 20th December, Christmas Day 
and 27th December. There will be no church 
services in the parish on December 27th.The next 
newsletter will come to you in the New Year, in 
time for Sunday 3rd January, 2021.  
 
Many of our church family will be missing the 
Home Communion visits from clergy or Readers 
at this time of year and even more folk than 
usual will be preparing to spend Christmas alone. 

We send our very best wishes to you all and we look forward to a time soon when we can safely meet 
together again.  
 

• If you find yourselves with time on your hands, you may enjoy a festive edition of 
“Songs of Praise” on Sunday 20th December in which the UK’s favourite top 10 carols- 
and the winner-will be revealed. 
 

• You will find yourselves in good company when a Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols is 
broadcast live on BBC Radio 4 at 3pm on Christmas Eve and at 5.30pm on BBC2 TV. 
Millions around the world will be joining you to celebrate the beginning of Christmas 
with the choir of King’s College Cambridge. 

 

• COME ON AND CELEBRATE  

This time last year….Ray and Julie 
enjoying the Hebrews lunch. 
Bishop Michael has said that there will 
be challenges this festive season, but 
 “I really trust in the Christmas story to 
lift us into that spirit of celebration”. 
  

  



This morning’s reading is from Luke 1:26-45 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin 

pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went 

to her and said, ‘Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you.’ 

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, 
‘Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his 
father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants for ever; his kingdom will never end.’ 
‘How will this be,’ Mary asked the angel, ‘since I am a virgin?’ 
The angel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the 
holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, 
and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no word from God will ever fail.’ 
‘I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered. ‘May your word to me be fulfilled.’ Then the angel left her. 
At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home 
and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will 
bear! But why am I so favoured, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your 
greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would 
fulfil his promises to her!’ 
 
We read the account of Mary's visit from the Angel Gabriel with awe. How would we feel, how would we react in the 
same situation? We have to bear in mind that Mary was probably a young teenager, betrothed but not married to 
Joseph. There was no way that she could be pregnant and to have a baby without being married would be a 
disgrace. At first we are told that Mary was deeply troubled by the Angel’s words and wondered what sort of 
greeting this could be. But when she was told that she would conceive a child by the Holy Spirit and that his name 
was to be Jesus, which means “The Lord is Salvation”, her response was “I am the Lord's servant, may your words to 
me be fulfilled”. 
Mary's immediate reaction was to visit her cousin Elizabeth, who the Angel had told her was six months pregnant, 
despite her age. The baby she was expecting - who would become known as John the Baptist - leapt in her womb 
when he heard Mary's voice. 
 Both Mary and Elizabeth encountered God working in unexpected ways. Two seemingly impossible pregnancies 
brought these women together. The Holy Spirit brought about recognition, boldness, declaration and joy. God's 
Kingdom was breaking in and the old order was being overturned. God was doing a new thing for the world, a thing 
long promised in the Old Testament. The relevant passages will be used this afternoon in the service of reading and 
carols.  
And so, although we think we know what's going to happen in the next few days, let's be ready to be surprised by 
God in a new and special way. In this difficult year it has not always been easy to see God at work. Yet in our parishes 
the Church (that's the people not the building) has been more active than usual.  Individuals 
have been alongside those in need offering support in so many ways. We have organised so 
many things to replace our services and meetings. God has surprised many by deepening their 
faith and growing them as individuals, taking on tasks they would not have believed possible 
last Christmas. 
 So, are we ready to invite Jesus into our lives this Christmas? Asking him to bring peace, 
security and strength into the difficult situations we face? Are we, like Mary able to say " I am 
the Lord's Servant, may your words to me be fulfilled”, and mean it? June Steed. 
 

 

Please pray this week for Richard Wenger, Fr. Paul Chavasse, Wendy Jackson and Paul Bell, Dot Sergeant, 
Elaine Dulson, Pat Lawrence, Carol & Martyn Turner, Pat Barley, Geoff & Linda Foster, Margaret Bailey, 
 Margaret Farr, Kay Bickerton, George Edwards, Nick & Jonquil Goacher, the Murrie family, Alex Baines and  
 Margaret McKnight and her family.   

 

• As a result of the Christingle service last week, £40 has been sent to help the work of the Children’s Society. 



WORSHIP FOR ADVENT 4 

Christ has brought us out of darkness 
To live in his wonderful light.  
 
Confession: Heavenly Father, 
you have created a universe of light: 
forgive us when we return to darkness. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, 
you are the light of the world: 
cleanse and heal our blinded sight. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Holy Spirit, 
you give us light in our hearts: 
renew us in faith and love. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Creed: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was 

conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, 

and buried: He descended into hell; The third day he 

rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, 

And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; 

The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; 

The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. 

Amen. 

Collect: Eternal God, 
as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, 
so we wait for his coming in glory; 
bring us through the birth pangs of this present age 
to see, with her, our great salvation 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

“Angels from the realms of glory  
Wing your flight o’er all the earth  
Ye who sang creation’s story 
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth  
Come and worship  
Come and worship  
Worship Christ, the newborn King .....” 
 
 
 

Our Heavenly Father, we thank you that very shortly 
we will celebrate the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
Saviour of the world.  
Lord, we dedicate this prayer today to those who have 
lost loved ones this year. Many have been through the 
Pandemic of COVID 19 and many other illnesses.  
 
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer  
 
Father God, comfort those who mourn, whose grief is 
so raw. Help them to turn their hearts to you and give 
them peace.  
Lord, we lift up the hardworking doctors and nurses 
who are looking after very sick patients this Christmas 
time. Bless them and keep them, give them strength 
so they won’t grow weary. We pray that the NHS will 
not be overwhelmed this winter time. Also Lord that 
the new vaccine will be safe with no noticeable side 
effects.  
 
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer  
 
We think of all the people who keep our country 
working, giving us all our utilities that we often take 
for granted. Farmers feeding the nation etc.  
Lord thank you that you work 24 hours a day, listening 
to all our prayers. Help us to appreciate all that you 
give us, not just this Christmas time but always.  
 
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer  
 
Help us to be generous to those who have lost jobs 
this year. May they find work quickly to be able to 
feed their families. Also Lord that the foodbanks will 
not run out of donated items and if it is within our 
power to give a monetary gift let us do so.  
 
We pray for all those listed on our service sheet...... 
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of 
your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Our Father …… 
 
THE GRACE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers contributed by Denise 
Snowball 


