
 
Parish of St. Mary’s Swynnerton & St. James’ Cotes Heath 

Sunday December 13th 2020 (Advent 3) 
Contacts: Church Warden Ray Lewney: 01785 760366 

Ministry Team: Nicky Beasley,01782 856656, Doreen English, 01782 796426, 
Alex Baines, 07462 616426 June Steed, 01782 643183, Chris Stokes, 01782 796610 

Children and Families’ Worker: Anna Hawkins, 07725 124583 
Newsletter: chrisandjackie77@btinternet.com      

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS AT ST. MARY’S 

13th December:10.30am Christingle service 

20th December:3.00pm Nine Lessons and Carols -this will be a joint service with Our Lady’s 

Christmas Eve:11.30 pm Midnight Holy Communion 

Christmas Day:10.30am Holy Communion 

ST. JAMES’ COTES HEATH 

20TH December:10.30am Morning Service 

 
The service in St. Mary’s this Sunday will be a “Christingle”, a 
candle-lit, festive celebration invented by the Moravian church in 
the 1700s and brought to the Church of England by The Children’s 
Society in the 1960s. Christingles are made from an orange 
decorated with red tape, sweets and a candle and over the years 
they have helped the Children’s Society to raise millions of pounds 
for the most vulnerable youngsters. Some of the prayers from the 
Christingle service are included in today’s news sheet so that those 
at home can share in this festival of light.  
 

William Shakespeare Pashi in Uganda – Alison writes: “As in previous years there will 
be a board in St Mary’s for anyone choosing to post up a single Christmas card to greet 
local friends instead of sending many individual ones. 
The money saved will be donated to William (Archdeacon of Moyo) for his Christian 
work in difficult circumstances in Northern Uganda – on the border with South Sudan. 
If you choose to join this project, please let me have your donations after Christmas, 
which I will then forward to William.” Alison Harman Tel. 01782 796681 
 
Closer to home, you can still hear uplifting messages on the C of E’s Daily Hope free 
telephone line (0800 804 8044). It now has a Christmas theme with well-known carols. 
Do pass on the number to anyone who will be on their own at Christmas.  

 
 

 
90-year olds have been in the news this 
week. On Tuesday, Margaret Keenan, a 
grandmother from Coventry was the 
first person in the world to be given a 
vaccination against Covid 19. “A truly 
historic day” said the medical director of 
NHS England. Our own George Edwards 
celebrated his 90th last week and 
representatives from “HeBrews” were 
there to wish him well from a safe 
distance. Many Happy Returns George!  

  



CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS  
 

• PCC heard this week that over £1000 had been raised from the Advent Sunday Gift Day. Val Adams the 
Treasurer was pleased to report that the finances looked healthy. She will be sending off the annual 
donations to “Tearfund”, a Christian relief organisation and “Sanctus” based in Stoke which supports 
refugees and asylum seekers. 

 

• Lynne Williams reminded us “We have all had a horrible year, but we should remember that for some world 
communities every year is horrible as they face drought or floods or disease and the terrible fear that their 
children may not survive. The world needs healing, it needs our prayers and God's blessings.”  
Lynne is our Tearfund Rep and can give more information on the work Tearfund is doing to bring hope to the 
poorest people of the world.  

 

• Ray gave an update on the interregnum. Representatives from the three parishes are working together on a 
“profile” which involves a description of the benefice as well as a “person specification” to present to the 
diocese who will then advertise the vacancy.  

 

• There is a weekly “Zoom” meeting to pray together – a new experience this year! It was suggested that once 
a month we should pray specifically for a new incumbent and also join with the other parishes to share in 
this prayer time. Anyone who would like to take part on a Thursday evening will be most welcome – details 
from Nicky or Doreen.  

 

• The “Ministry team” is already planning for next year’s services. St. Mary’s will continue as it has done over 
the last few months (in line with regulations) but it won’t yet be possible to worship at the Village Hall in 
Yarnfield because of the space limitations and other constraints.  

 

• A further item for discussion was the graveyard and the good work done there by the working party over the 
last few months. An expert has been drafted in to help with the mole problem but thinks that he has come 
across a “monkey mole” so called because of its ability to evade capture. Meanwhile, the grassy areas are a 
little pockmarked.  

 

• Three members of the PCC have joined others from the deanery to find out about the diocesan initiative 
“Reshaping for Mission”  
 

 
 
 
 

At this time of year, we would normally be bringing along Christmas treats to add to the 
boxes of groceries that go to our local Food Bank week by week.   
This year collection and delivery of food items is challenging because of the restrictions but the Food Bank is even 
more in need of support during this Christmas season. One solution is for church family members to make a financial 
donation. There are several ways to do this: 
You can donate via a Crowdfunder campaign. 

Newcastle-Staffs Foodbank COVID-19 Crisis Appeal  
Or cheques can be made payable to Newcastle-Staffs Foodbank. Contact 
info@newcastlestaffs.foodbank.org.uk for more information or send to  
Newcastle-Staffs Foodbank, 
Brick Kiln Lane 
Parkhouse Industrial Estate West 
Newcastle 
Staffordshire 
ST5 7AS 
Telephone 01782 562479, Web Address: http://www.newcastlestaffs.foodbank.org.uk 
 
 



The gospel reading is John chapter 1 v. 6-8, 19-28 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that 
all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 
He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you 
Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” So they said to him, “Who are you? We 
need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 
(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do 
not know, even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” These things took place 
in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
 
Other readings for this Sunday: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11, Psalm 126, 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 
 
 

 
THE CHRISTINGLE  

The Children’s Society offers some reflections and explanations for youngsters as they make 
their Christingles.  

There’s a story to be told, in which the orange represents the world, God’s good creation. God 
loved the world into being and poured into it every good gift. 

The cocktail sticks illustrate the changing seasons and the dried fruits and sweets remind us of 
the plants and trees. God created all animals with their variety and beauty and humans with their 

imagination and potential.  
But even though God blessed the world so richly, it was not the bright and light place He intended it to be. So the 
candle signifies God’s Son sent to be the light of the world – not a light to shine on the world from heaven, but a light 
to shine from the earth itself. 
The world didn’t like the light – Jesus showed up all the wrong things that had been hidden in the dark.  
But God still loved the world. On the Christingle the ribbon goes around the orange. God’s love has always encircled 
the whole world. 
That love was shown most deeply when Jesus died on the cross, so the ribbon is red, for Jesus’ blood. 
The candle flame still burns brightly, because Jesus rose from the dead, showing that the love of God was deeper 
than all the hatred of the world; and the peace of God was stronger than all the violence of the world; and the light 
of God was brighter than all the darkness of the world. 
 
This Advent, we remember that Jesus came to bring the light and love of God to every dark corner of the world. 
 
 
             

 Please pray this week for Richard Wenger, Fr. Paul Chavasse, Wendy Jackson and Paul Bell, Dot Sergeant, 
Elaine Dulson, Pat Lawrence, Carol & Martyn Turner, Pat Barley, Geoff & Linda Foster, Margaret Bailey, 
 Margaret Farr, Kay Bickerton, George Edwards, Nick & Jonquil Goacher, the Murrie family and Alex Baines.  

 
 
 
 

• Thanks to Liv Baines for contributing the prayers in today’s worship.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



WORSHIP FOR ADVENT 3 
 
Christ has brought us out of darkness 
 To live in his wonderful light. 
 
Jesus, Light of the World, 
Shine in this place.  
Jesus, Light of the World, 
Shine in our hearts. 
Jesus, Light of the World, 
Shine in our lives.  
Jesus, Light of the World, 
Shine in all the earth.  
Amen. 
 
Confession:  
In a dark and disfigured world 
we have not held out the light of life: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
In a hungry and despairing world 
we have failed to share our bread: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
In a cold and loveless world 
we have kept the love of God to ourselves: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
May God who loved the world so much 
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 
forgive us our sins 
and make us holy to serve him in the world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Collect: God for whom we watch and wait, 
you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your 
Son:give us courage to speak the truth, 
to hunger for justice, 
and to suffer for the cause of right, 
with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Let us pray for the World: 

Lord, we thank you for every single person in this 
world and for the jobs that they do to keep it going. 
For the frontline workers who have served us so well 
during the pandemic, for the government who are 
trying to do their best with the situation they are in, 
for the teachers, lecturers and students who have had 
to adapt to online learning and for all the people who 
have stayed home despite the impact on them for the 
benefit of us all. Help to keep us strong and sensible in 
what is hopefully the final months of this pandemic 

and protect and look over those suffering with the 
virus, those looking after these people and the first 
candidates of the vaccine.  
 
The love of Christ:   
Heavenly Father, we live in a world where the security 
we once had has been taken away and so many dark 
clouds of unknowing seem to be on the future's 
unpredictable horizon. But Lord, we praise your name 
that we can trust in your safe-keeping, knowing that 
your love surrounds us. Thank you, Lord, that you hold 
the world in the palm of your hand, and nothing can 
take us out of it. Thank you, that we are loved by you. 
We ask that you always help us to reflect your love to 
other people, to give them our time and ears, to help 
them if they are struggling, and to tell them about you 
so they can experience this love too.  
 
Creation: 
God, you shaped this planet as part of an incredible 
solar system. You are the Lord over the mountains 
and valleys, streams and lakes, deserts and forests. 
Help us to look after your creation as our home. 
Father, your voice sings in creation. May we hear your 
song in the sunrise, in the cold evenings, in the 
Christmas trees, and in the birds. May our hearts be 
lifted up by the colours that flow out of nature, even 
in the winter there are still so many beautiful colours 
to see. 
 
Jesus’ Light in the World:  
Jesus, you are the light that we long for and we will 
continue to follow you in the good times and the bad. 
You are the hope in this world and the one we look to 
to guide us and encourage us. When you went first as 
the light in our dark world, you called us to follow you. 
You called us to be a light too. Remind us that we 
have a light and that you have commanded us to let 
our lights shine. In a time of war, may our lights be 
lights of peace. In a time of hate, may our lights be 
lights of love. In a time of poverty, may our lights be 
lights of security. Bless us this day to be lights in the 
world. Help us this day to let our lights shine that all 
people might see your goodness, mercy and power, 
shining through what they see in us. 
Amen 
 
We go in peace: 
To share the peace of God with all we meet. 
We go in love: 
To share God’s gift of love with the world. 
We go in the light of Christ: 
To shine as lights in the world.  
To the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 

  


