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HOLY COMMUNION THIS SUNDAY AT 10.30 ST. MARY’S LED BY REV. GRAHAM FOWELL 
                                                                                          
 

Many folks will have been watching this year’s “Great British Bake Off” and enjoyed 
seeing Peter, the youngest ever champion, collect his trophy. It’s been a comforting 
diversion in a difficult year. Even younger was Martha Collison who reached the quarter 
finals some years ago when she was only 17. Martha is now a baker and food writer and 
works as a charity ambassador for Tearfund. You can see her with a team of junior bakers 
on the C of E website making gingerbread stained-glass star baubles (recorded for a 
previous Christmas when such things were possible.)The recipe’s there too if you want to have a go. Google “Follow 
the star baking + Church of England. 
 
The Church of England is broadcasting services every Sunday through Advent and up to January 3rd. Catch them on 
the website, the Facebook page or on YouTube, live at 9am or available any time afterwards. There is a great choice 
of worship across the internet; this week I’ve visited Durham cathedral for the great Advent procession and St. 
Martin’s in the Fields in Trafalgar square….. 
 The C of E’s advent theme of “Comfort and Joy” aims to bring hope and consolation and offers meditations and more 

through the Advent season and beyond Christmas. More details on the website. Watch our Advent and 

Christmas 2020 animation   
 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS AT ST. MARY’S 

6th December:10.30am Holy Communion 

13th December:10.30am Christingle service 

20th December:3.00pm Nine Lessons and Carols 

Christmas Eve:11.30 pm Midnight Holy Communion 

        Christmas Day: 10.30am Holy Communion 

        ST. JAMES’ COTES HEATH 

        20TH December 10.30am Morning Service 
 

We all have our favourite moments from “Christmas Past” and often they’re tied up with the 
books we’ve read around the festive time. Anyone who has ever been involved with 
children’s productions will love “The Nativity Play” by Nick Butterworth and Mick Inkpen 
with the unforgettable lines  
“There is a noise at the back of the hall.  
Wise men are coming from the east. But the door won’t open….” 
 

GOOD NEWS! Tina and Frank Mugglestone are pleased to announce that they have become 
grandparents. Iris Elizabeth arrived safely last Friday and first introductions have been made via 
“WhatsApp”! Congratulations and best wishes to parents Charlotte and David.  
 

Orders now being taken for “Bug Huts”. 
Insect hotels made of natural materials provide shelter for bees, ladybirds and 
all sorts of garden creatures. Contact Graham on 01782 373846 who is making these and donating 
proceeds to St. Luke’s. 
 
 

 

  



The gospel reading is Mark, chapter 1 v 1-8. 
The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, as it is written in Isaiah the prophet: 
‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way’ – 
‘a voice of one calling in the wilderness, “Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.”’ 
And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were 
baptised by him in the River Jordan. John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt round his waist, 
and he ate locusts and wild honey. And this was his message: ‘After me comes the one more powerful than I, the 
straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I baptise you with water, but he will baptise 
you with the Holy Spirit.’ 
‘The Beginning of the Good News....’  Those opening words of St Mark’s Gospel remind us that Advent is the 
beginning of the Good News of Jesus Christ sent into the world and heralded by John the Baptist. 
The word Advent means ‘Arrival’. The origins of the word are found in the pagan cults of ancient Rome. ‘Adventus’ 
described the ceremonial procession of the Roman gods into their Temples during troubled times as a reminder that 
their god was with them. Or, ‘Adventus’ described the arrival of the divine emperor into a city or province during a 
state visit – again the theme is the coming of the divine to be with his people. During the sixth century of the 
Church’s history when the date of the celebration of the Nativity of the Lord was fixed at 25th December, the four 
weeks prior to it were to be a time of preparing for his coming. The Church adopted the pagan word ‘Adventus’ to 
point to the coming of the Divine Son of God, Jesus Christ. Advent is a very important and beautiful season, so sadly 
lost sight of as Christmas is anticipated from early December. We would benefit from giving more time to God during 
Advent and so discover that God will ‘advent’ in us. 
In a sermon preached during Advent sometime in the 12th Century the theologian and mystic St Bernard of Clairvaux 
pointed to three advents or comings of the Lord. ‘In his first coming Our Lord came in our flesh and in our weakness 
as a babe. In his final coming he will be seen in majesty as King, redeemer and judge. There is an intermediate 
coming in sprit into our lives every day.’ St Bernard went on to say; ‘This intermediate coming is like a road on which 
we travel from his first coming to his last. In the first coming Christ was our redeemer, in the last he will be our life. 
In his intermediate coming he is our comfort, our rest and our light’. 
St Bernard is surely encouraging us through Advent to use the time well to pay attention to our life with the God 
whose intermediate coming we celebrate daily and who comes to us in our prayer, in the sacraments and in 
scripture. 
 Give the time! That is what is asked of us in this busy time. Give the time to wait upon God with open hearts that he 
may come to us – his Advent be known by us. 
But lest we imagine that God only comes to us in our ‘religious lives’, we should pay attention to the God who comes 
to us in the world – especially who cries out to us in the need and poverty of a broken and unjust world.  We can give 
to alleviate poverty and we should, but as Christians we are also called to speak out against and work against the 
injustice all around us that causes innocent people to suffer, including in our times and place many children living in 
want. The Lord’s Advent is for the whole world in all its need. 
For those of us who live in the Northern hemisphere, Advent comes at the darkest time of the year. This year maybe 
darker than ever as the dark pall of the Epidemic lies over us still. It has brought death and suffering and grief and 
want and anxiety to us all – more so to some for whom we must pray. We could do with the light of the Lord’s 
Advent in our lives and in the world. 
The thirteenth century writer and man of prayer Meister Eckhardt wrote: ‘There is a light shining 
within me that no darkness can quench’, surely echoing the words of St Paul: ‘That the God who 
said let light shine out of darkness has shone in our heart with the light of revelation of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ’  - whose ‘Adventus’ we await with longing hearts.                  
Truly Advent is ‘The beginning of the Good News’. 
Do have a Blessed Advent. The Revd Preb Graham Fowell. 
 
 

Please pray this week for Richard Wenger, Fr. Paul Chavasse, Wendy Jackson and Paul Bell, Dot Sergeant, Pat 
Lawrence, Carol & Martyn Turner, Pat Barley, Geoff & Linda Foster, Margaret Bailey, Margaret Farr, Kay Bickerton 
and the Goacher family. 
As we continue to pray for Elaine Dulson, she sends a message: “I would like to thank everyone who has been 
praying for a successful outcome of my 3rd cancer operation and my continued recovery. Prayers are always 
answered no matter how small and I firmly believe that prayer and positivity go hand in hand. Lots of love, Elaine.” 



WORSHIP FOR ADVENT 2 
 

 

Faithful Lord, whose steadfast love never ceases and 
whose mercies never come to an end: grant us the 
grace to trust you and to receive the gifts of your love,  
new every morning, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Confession: God the Father forgives us in Christ and 
heals us by the Holy Spirit. Let us therefore put away 
all anger and bitterness, all slander and malice, 
and confess our sins to God our redeemer: 
 
Father, you come to meet us when we return to you: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Jesus, you died on the cross for our sins: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Spirit, you give us life and peace: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
The Lord is with us, he is our stronghold; God will help 
us at the break of day. 
 The Lord is with us, he is our stronghold; God will 
help us at the break of day.  
God is our refuge and strength, ready to help 
whenever we are in trouble: 
God will help us at the break of day. 
We will not fear, even if the earth shakes, and the 
mountains topple into the sea 
God will help us at the break of day. 
Come now and look at the works of the Lord, the 
awesome things he has done on earth: 
 God will help us at the break of day. 
Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted 
among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth 
God will help us at the break of day. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit.  
The Lord is with us, he is our stronghold; God will 
help us at the break of day.  
 
Collect:  
Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, that when 
your son Jesus Christ comes again as judge and 
saviour, we may be ready to receive him, who is our 
Lord and our God.  
 
 

 
Prayers this week contributed by 
Ann Ramsey 
 
 
 

Loving God, this is the day you have made and we 
thank you for it. We thank you for all the good things 
which surround us, our homes, our families, our 
friends and especially our church. We thank you for 
this day set apart, so that we might praise you and 
that we might bring our lives before you. We praise 
and thank you for all you have given us. We also thank 
you for this Advent season, which reminds us of so 
much and reveals so wonderfully the extent of your 
love. Help us through this season of Advent to gain a 
new experience of expectation and a new confidence 
in the future.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.   
 
As we remember our church during this interregnum, 
we pray for out church warden Ray, our lay readers 
and our ministry team and all who help during this 
difficult time. We thank you for all who keep our 
church open and safe during this pandemic. We thank 
you for the fellowship within our church and help us 
at this time to make others welcome, to enable each 
other to grow in faith and to inspire and encourage 
each other, so we may become channels of your love. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord we lift up to you those on our prayer list who are 
ill  or mourn. Those who are in hospital, nursing 
homes, housebound, recovering from operations or 
awaiting treatment. You know all those who need the 
touch of your healing hand and assure them of your 
love and meet their needs with your love and peace.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.   
 
We lift up to you all those affected by Covid 19. We 
pray for all doctors and nurses working under extreme 
conditions and all those working in hospitals, keeping 
them functioning. Bless Lord those who keep our 
country running to help us maintain as normal a life as 
possible. Thank you too Lord for the scientists who 
have worked so hard developing the vaccine.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.   
 
Lord fill us with your love, that we may use it to love 
others.  
Fill us with your love that we may have no room for 
sin.  
Fill us with your love that we may be able to forgive.  
Lord fill us with your love that we may have humility.  
Lord fill us with your love that we may love you every 
moment of every day. Amen.  
 
Our Father … 
 
THE GRACE 
 


