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THIS SEASON OF ADVENT 
In preparation for our celebration of 

Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, during this 

period of Advent – this period of 

expectation of Jesus coming - we 

reflect on our: Expectation of Hope, 

Preparation for Peace, Proclamation & 

Joy, Revelation & Peace, and finally 

God’s Promises Fulfilled.  

 

2ND CANDLE – PREPARATION FOR PEACE 
Listen! It’s the voice of someone 

shouting, “Clear the way through the 

wilderness for the Lord!  Make a 

straight highway through the 

wasteland for our God!  4 Fill in the 

valleys, and level the mountains and 

hills.  Straighten the curves, and 

smooth out the rough places.  5 Then 

the glory of the Lord will be revealed, 

and all people will see it together. 
Isaiah 40:3-5 
 

Today we relight the candle of Hope. 

Let it remind us of the great hope we 

have in Christ the Messiah and in 

God’s promises.  As we light the 

second candle – the candle of 

preparation and peace - let it remind 

us to prepare our hearts for the 

coming of Christ. 
 

Let us pray.  Father, guide us in 

confession of our sins.  We know that 

in the greatness of your love, you have 

promised to forgive us so that we may 

be at peace with one another and with 

God.  Cleanse us as we prepare our 

lives for the coming of Jesus again.  

This we ask in His name.  Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Look, a righteous king is coming!  

And honest princes will rule under 

him.  Each one will be like a shelter 

from the wind and a refuge from the 

storm, like streams of water in the 

desert and the shadow of a great 

rock in a parched land… 
 

Justice will rule in the wilderness 

and righteousness in the fertile field.  

And this righteousness will bring 

peace.  Yes, it will bring quietness 

and confidence forever.  My people 

will live in safety, quietly at home.  

They will be at rest.  Even if the 

forest should be destroyed and the 

city torn down, the Lord will greatly 

bless his people. 
Isaiah 32:1-2, 16-20  
 

Honour the Lord, you children of 

God; honour the Lord for his glory 

and strength.  Honour the Lord for 
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the glory of his name.  Worship the 

Lord in the splendour of his holiness. 
 

The Lord rules over the floodwaters.  

The Lord reigns as king forever.  The 

Lord gives his people strength.  The 

Lord blesses them with peace. 
Psalm 29:1-2, 10-11 
 

SONG – WHO WOULD HAVE DREAMED 
Jason Hansen & Bob Kauflin 

On a starlit hillside, 

 shepherds watched their sheep. 

Slowly, David's city drifted off to sleep. 

But to this little town of no great 

 renown 

The Lord had a promise to keep. 
 

Prophets had foretold it, 

 a mighty King would come.  

Long-awaited Ruler, God's anointed 

 one.  

But the Sovereign of all looked helpless 

 and small 

As God gave the world His own Son.  
 

And who would have dreamed or ever 

 foreseen  

That we could hold God in our hands? 

The Giver of Life is born in the night 

Revealing God's glorious plan 

To save the world. 
 

Wondrous gift of heaven: 

 the Father sends the Son. 

Planned from time eternal, moved by 

 holy love 

He will carry our curse and death He'll 

 reverse 

So we can be daughters and sons. 

 

CONFESSION – SAYING SORRY TO GOD 
Who may climb the mountain of the 
Lord?  Who may stand in his holy 
place?  He who has clean hands and a 
pure heart, who does not lift up his 

soul to an idol or swear by what is false. 
Psalm 24:3-4 
 

To you O Lord we bring our lives 

Troubled, broken or at ease 

A sacrificial offering 

For you to use. 
 

Take away our selfishness 

And teach us to love as you loved. 
 

Take away our sense of pride 

And show us the meaning of humility. 
 

Take away our blindness 

And show us the world through your 
 eyes.. 

 

Take away our greed 

And teach us how to give as you 
 gave. 
 

Jesus – Prince of Peace 

Show us your ways. 

Teach us your paths 
That we might walk with you more 
 closely, 
Our hand in your hand, 
Our feet in your footsteps, 
From the baby in a stable 
To eternity.  Amen. 
 

Lord, You are the Father who 

 welcomes home 

The prodigal who has wandered far. 
 

You are the Father who prepares a 

 meal 

When others would simply ignore. 
 

You are the Father whose love extends 

Beyond our thoughts or minds. 
 

You are the Father who knows our 

 hearts 

And yet loves us as we are. 
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You are the Father whose word we 

 trust 

In whose presence we have no fear. 
 

You are the Father whose tender touch 

Makes a wounded spirit whole. 
 

You are the Father whose only Son 

Was born that he might die. 
 

You are the Father whose gracious 

 love 

We celebrate this day. Amen. 
 

COLLECT & LORD’S PRAYER Common Worship 

Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes 
 again as judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God.  Amen. 
 

As our Saviour taught us so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

SONG – NOW WHY THIS FEAR & UNBELIEF 
Augustus Toplady, additional words by Doug Plank 

Now why this fear and unbelief? 

Has not the Father put to grief 

His spotless Son for us? 

And will the righteous Judge of men 

Condemn me for that debt of sin 

Now cancelled at the cross? 

Jesus, all my trust is in Your blood. 

Jesus, You’ve rescued us 

Through Your great love. 
 

Complete atonement You have made 

And by Your death have fully paid 

The debt Your people owed. 

No wrath remains for us to face 

We’re sheltered by Your saving grace 

And sprinkled with Your blood. 
 

How sweet the sound of saving grace, 

How sweet the sound of saving grace, 

Christ died for me. 

(x2) 
 

Be still my soul and know this peace 

The merits of your great high priest 

Have bought your liberty. 

Rely then on His precious blood 

Don’t fear your banishment from God 

Since Jesus sets you free. 

 

TROUBLE FREE LIVING ! 
Better a dry crust with peace and quiet 

than a house full of feasting, with strife. 
Proverbs 29:11 
 

16 The Lord’s justice will dwell in the 

desert, his righteousness live in the 

fertile field.  17 The fruit of that 

righteousness will be peace; its effect 

will be quietness and confidence for 

ever.  18 My people will live in peaceful 
dwelling-places, in secure homes, in 

undisturbed places of rest. 
Isaiah 32:16-18 
 

This is what the Lord says – your 

Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: 

‘I am the Lord your God, who teaches 

you what is best for you, who directs 

you in the way you should go. 18 If only 

you had paid attention to my 

commands, your peace would have 

been like a river, your well-being like 
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the waves of the sea…  There is no 

peace for the wicked.’ 
Isaiah 48:17-18, 22 
 

How beautiful on the mountains are 

the feet of those who bring good news, 

who proclaim peace, who bring good 

tidings, who proclaim salvation, who 

say to Zion, ‘Your God reigns!’ 
Isaiah 52:7 
 

Surely he – Jesus - took up our pain 

and bore our suffering, yet we 

considered him punished by God, 

stricken by him, and afflicted.  5 But he 

was pierced for our transgressions, he 

was crushed for our iniquities; the 

punishment that brought us peace was 

on him, and by his wounds we are 

healed.  6 We all, like sheep, have gone 

astray, each of us has turned to our 

own way; and the Lord has laid on 

him the iniquity of us all. 
Isaiah 53:4-6 
 

6 A child is born to us, a son is given to 

us.  The government will rest on his 

shoulders.  And he will be called: 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 His government and its peace will 

never end.  He will rule with fairness 

and justice from the throne of his 

ancestor David for all eternity.   
Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!  

Shout, Daughter Jerusalem!  See, your 

king comes to you, righteous and 

victorious, lowly and riding on a 

donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 

donkey…  He will proclaim peace to 

the nations.  His rule will extend from 

sea to sea and from the River to the 

ends of the earth. 
Zechariah 9:9, 10b 
 

Jesus said to the crowds…  ‘Blessed are 

the peacemakers, for they will be 

called children of God.’ 
Matthew 5:9 
 

Jesus said to his disciples…  ‘Peace I 

leave with you; my peace I give you. I 

do not give to you as the world gives. 

Do not let your hearts be troubled and 

do not be afraid.’ 
John 14:27 
 

The message God sent to the people of 

Israel, announcing the good news of 

peace through Jesus Christ, who is 

Lord of all. 
Acts 10:36 
 

5 Those who are dominated by the 

sinful nature think about sinful things, 

but those who are controlled by the 

Holy Spirit think about things that 

please the Spirit. 6 So letting your sinful 

nature control your mind leads to 

death. But letting the Spirit control 

your mind leads to life and peace. 
Romans 8:5-6 
 

Jesus is our peace…  He came and 

preached peace to you who were far 

away and peace to those who were 

near. 
Ephesians 2:14, 17 
 

6 Do not be anxious about anything, 

but in every situation, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God. 7 And the peace 

of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts  

and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 4:6-7  
 

God was pleased to have all his 

fullness dwell in him (Jesus), 20 and 

through him to reconcile to himself all 

things, whether things on earth or 
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things in heaven, by making peace 

through his blood, shed on the cross. 
Colossians 1:19-20 
 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts, since as members of one body 

you were called to peace. And be 

thankful. 
Colossians 3:15 
 

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, forbearance, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness 

and self-control. Against such things 

there is no law. 
Galatians 5:22-23 
 

Where you have envy and selfish 

ambition, there you find disorder and 

every evil practice.  17 But the wisdom 

that comes from heaven is first of all 

pure; then peace-loving, considerate, 

submissive, full of mercy and good 

fruit, impartial and sincere.  
18 Peacemakers who sow in peace 

reap a harvest of righteousness. 
James 3:16-17  
 

Grace and peace to you from God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
2 Corinthians 1:2 

 

SONG – IN CHRIST ALONE 
Keith Getty & Stuart Townend   

In Christ alone my hope is found, 

He is my light, my strength, my song, 

This Cornerstone, this solid ground, 

Firm through the fiercest drought  

 and storm. 
 

What heights of love, what depths  

 of peace, 

When fears are stilled, when  

 strivings cease, 

My Comforter, my All in All, 

Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh 

Fullness of God in helpless Babe 

This gift of love and righteousness 

Scorned by the ones He came to save 

’Til on that cross as Jesus died 

The wrath of God was satisfied 

For every sin on Him was laid 

Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground His body lay, 

Light of the world by darkness slain. 

Then bursting forth in glorious Day, 

Up from the grave He rose again. 

And as He stands in victory 

Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me. 

For I am His and He is mine, 

Bought with the precious blood  

 of Christ. 
 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 

This is the power of Christ in me 

From life’s first cry to final breath 

Jesus commands my destiny. 

No power of hell, no scheme of man, 

Could ever pluck me from His hand, 

’Til He returns or calls me home, 

Here in the power of Christ I stand. 

 

ADVENT CREED - THE FAITH WE HOLD 
Dave Hopwood (adjusted)  

We believe in God the Father, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
The one who is full of patience, 
who is not afraid of silence, 
who does not need to fill each 
moment with activity and noise. 
The one who is beyond bluster and 
 flurry, 
and who does not jostle for attention. 
 

We believe in God the Son, Saviour 
 of creation, 
who slipped into Bethlehem one 
 night, mostly unnoticed, 
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who lived thirty years without 
 headlines or hurry, 
who frequently took time alone 
with  his patient Father, 
who waited for the right time to 
become the suffering servant, 
who stood quietly before the noise 
 of his accusers, 
whose silence overpowered their 
 words, 
who died, then rose again on a 
 quiet Sunday morning. 
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens, empowers, 
renews and refreshes, 
sometimes arriving with obvious 
 power, 
sometimes with the quiet breath of 
 a whisper. 
 

We believe in one God 
who patiently waits for us, 
 to bring us peace. 
He longs for us to be 
His patient, peacmaking 
 ambassadors.  Amen. 
 

SONG - LIVING HOPE 
Phil Wickham & Brian Johnson  

How great the chasm that lay between 

 us. 

How high the mountain I could not 

 climb. 

In desperation, I turned to heaven 

And spoke Your name into the night. 

Then through the darkness, Your loving-

 kindness. 

Tore through the shadows of my soul. 

The work is finished, the end is written. 

Jesus Christ, my living hope. 
 

Who could imagine so great a mercy? 

What heart could fathom such 

 boundless grace? 

The God of ages stepped down from 

 glory 

To wear my sin and bear my shame. 

The cross has spoken, I am forgiven 

The King of kings calls me His own. 

Beautiful Saviour, I’m Yours forever. 

Jesus Christ, my living hope. 
 

Hallelujah, praise the One who set  

 me free. 

Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on 

 me. 

You have broken every chain. 

There’s salvation in Your name. 

Jesus Christ, my living hope. 
 

Then came the morning that sealed the 

 promise. 

Your buried body began to breathe. 

Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion 

Declared the grave has no claim on me. 

Then came the morning that sealed the 

 promise. 

Your buried body began to breathe. 

Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion 

Declared the grave has no claim on me. 

Jesus, Yours is the victory, whoa! 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Mavis Littleford 
 

SONG – THE LORD IS MY SALVATION 
Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Nathan Nockels, 

& Jonas Myrin 

The grace of God has reached for me 

And pulled me from the raging sea 

And I am safe on this solid ground. 

The Lord is my salvation. 
 

I will not fear when darkness falls. 

His strength will help me scale these 

 walls. 

I’ll see the dawn of the rising sun. 

The Lord is my salvation. 
 

Who is like the Lord our God? 

Strong to save, faithful in love 
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My debt is paid and the vict’ry won 

The Lord is my salvation 
 

My hope is hidden in the Lord. 

He flow’rs each promise of His Word. 

When winter fades I know spring will 

 come. 

The Lord is my salvation. 
 

In times of waiting, times of need. 

When I know loss, when I am weak. 

I know His grace will renew these days. 

The Lord is my salvation. 
 

And when I reach my final day 

He will not leave me in the grave. 

But I will rise, 

He will call me home. 

The Lord is my salvation. 
 

Glory be to God the Father. 

Glory be to God the Son. 

Glory be to God the Spirit. 

The Lord is our salvation. 

 

BEING IN JESUS’ PEACE BRINGS YOU PEACE 
We have been justified through faith 

(in Jesus), we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 

whom we have gained access by faith 

into this grace in which we now stand. 
Romans 5:1 
 

You who belong to God…  You have 

already won a victory over those 

people (who don’t trust Jesus), 

because the Spirit who lives in you is 

greater than the spirit who lives in the 

world. 
1 John 4:4 
 

SONG - GREATER  MercyMe 

Bring your tired, and bring your shame 

Bring your guilt, and bring your pain 

Don't you know that's not your name 

You will always be much more to me. 
 

Every day I wrestle with the voices 

That keep telling me I'm not right 

But that's alright 

'Cause I hear a voice and He calls me

 redeemed 

When others say I'll never be enough. 
 

And greater is the One living inside 

 of me 

Than he who is living in the world. 

In the world, in the world, 

And greater is the One living inside 

 of me 

Than he who is living in the world. 
 

Bring your doubts, and bring your fears 

Bring your hurt, and bring your tears. 

There'll be no condemnation here, 

You are holy, righteous and redeemed. 
 

Every time I fall 

There'll be those who will call me 

A mistake, well that's okay, 

'Cause I hear a voice, and He calls me 

 redeemed, 

When others say I’ll never be enough. 
 

And greater… 
 

There’ll be days, I lose the battle. 

Grace says that it doesn’t matter, 

‘Cause the cross already won the war, 

He’s greater. 

I am learning to run freely, 

Understanding just how He sees me, 

And it makes me love Him more and 

 more, 

He’s greater… 

 

BLESSING  2 Thessalonians 3:16; Hebrews 12:14 
16 Now may the Lord of peace himself 

give you peace at all times and in 

every way. And he will be with you as 

you make every effort to be holy and 

live in peace with everyone.  Amen. 

  



Prayer topics & News for the week 
If you would like the vicar to pray with you on the phone, call him on 01902 827214; or alternatively you 

can place a prayer request on our ‘Prayer Chain’ by phoning Joan on 01902 754526.  She will have several 

people pray, in confidence, for your request. 

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NIV) 

For the World 
 Advent – Remember, Christ entered our world. No matter who else’s presence we can’t be in right 

now, our God is not socially distanced from us. Pray this advent season for those who suffer 

loneliness and grief, and for those who fear or have recently lost their jobs. 

 Covid vaccines – Father God, thank you for answering our prayers, help people now to trust in the 

vaccines’ safety and protection and to know Your peace. Guard our hearts and minds through Christ 

Jesus – Philippians 4:7 
 Pray for areas of conflict – especially for Ethiopia’s Tigray region where hundreds have died in the 

civil conflict; and for urgent UN food and medicine to reach the thousands in need. Pray for the 

families of the 43 farm workers massacred last week in Borneo state, Nigeria. 

For St Jude’s Church 
 Reflect on the wonderful news of peace with God and with one another - using Bible verses in this 

sheet.  How does living in the peace of Christ impact on your conflicts?  Pray for restoration. 

 Pray for opportunities to show acts of kindness to those in need – in practical ways and in sharing 

the gospel of Christ’s peace. 

For our Mission Partners – The Leprosy Mission (TLM) 
 Last month TLM received regular prayer requests from India, Nepal and Bangladesh. Many staff and 

patients have contracted coronavirus, and sadly several of their overseas team have died as a result. 

Such a huge loss needs our heartfelt prayers. 

 Pray for recruitment of staff to work with people affected by leprosy. It’s always a challenge, when 

competing against better paid positions in private medical hospitals 

 Pray for our hospitals in India, they are stretched on several fronts and have suffered huge financial 

losses during the pandemic. Staff have taken pay cuts so are struggling financially. 

 Pray for God’s protection for every staff member and every person affected by leprosy who needs 

help, hope and healing more than ever. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Our Mission Partner PCF Romania Project - CHRISTMAS MEAL VOUCHERS 
The Christmas £5 and £10 meal voucher scheme is running, as in previous years, to help fund Christmas 

meals for children in their care, The vouchers are available for purchase from the vicar.  Please email, 

phone, or write to him with your order (contact details are found below under ‘CONTACTS’) 

Our Mission Partner The Leprosy Mission - DONATION BOXES 
It is the time of year when Autumn TLM donation boxes should be returned to Mavis Littleford.  Please 

phone her on 758056 to arrange how to hand these over to her.  Mavis also has copies of the TLM 

NewDay magazine and ASK 2021 diaries. 

CONTACTING ST JUDE’S 
Vicar (day off – Friday) 

Church Wardens 
 

Occasional Minister 
Children 
Parish Office 

Rev Philip Robertson 

James Sturgeon 

Pradip Sudra 

Rev Ivor Saunders 

Nicky Robertson 

CLOSED 

827214 

269743 

334257 

751162 

827214 

 

philipsrobertson@virginmedia.com 

jmmsturgeon@gmail.com 

pradipsudra@gmail.com 

ivor.john@outlook.com 

nicky_is@hotmail.com 

 

Our building is shut (apart from for Prayer).  For news visit our Facebook Group and Website 
St Jude’s Church, c/o The Vicarage 21A St Jude’s Road, Wolverhampton, WV6 0EB 

YouTube Channel: St Jude’s Church Wolverhampton      Facebook.com/ St Judes Church Community 
Website:  www.achurchnearyou.com/wolverhampton-st-judes 


