
 

 

St Edmund’s 

Taverham with  

St Peter’s Ringland 
 

Welcome to our 

worship for Advent 

Sunday. 
 

Our gathering song (based on Psalm 139 - written by Shane and Shane) 

 

You wrote the story of my life  

You go before you fall behind  

Before a breath beyond my death 

You are with me all the way to everlasting 

 

I can't run and I can't hide 

Even darkness is a light 

From the lowest place to the highest praise  

You are worthy  

Amazing love, how can it be 

Far too wonderful for me 

There's only one thing left to say  

You are worthy  

 

Oh oh oh oh,    oh oh oh oh  

 

Search me God and know my heart  

Try me, know my anxious thoughts  

Find no weakness in me 

And lead me in the way, to everlasting 

 

You formed me in my mother's womb 

You know my frame, my flesh, and bones 

O-o, how wonderfully made 

Oh I can't describe it's way too hard 

You see me through and through  

And call me loved 

What a wonderful grace 

 

 

In the midst of all that is going on in our world at this time it is good to remind 

ourselves of the wonder and constancy of God’s love, shown to us in Jesus. As 

God has been since the very beginning, so God is now, an always shall be. 

‘Heaven and earth will pass away, ’says the Lord, ‘but my words will not pass 

away.’ 



 

 

Mark 13:31 

 

We light the first candle on our Advent Wreath. 

 

Hope 

 

Dear God, 

As we begin our Advent pilgrimage, 

grant us the courage to hope. 

Hope for your presence, 

Hope for your peace, 

Hope for your promise. Amen. 

 

 

In this season of waiting, of longing, 

of looking for you to come into our world 

We are seeking light 

 

[Light candles] 

 

In our own lives 

We are seeking light 

 

In our neighbourhoods 

We are seeking light 

 

In our families 

We are seeking light 

 

In our work 

We are seeking light 

 

In Grace 

We are seeking light 

 

In our nation 

We are seeking light 

 

In our world 

We are seeking light 

 

In… [add your own longings] 

We are seeking light 

 

Seek and you shall find 

Knock and the door will be opened 

Ask and it will be given to you 

 

Jesus Christ you are the light of the world 



 

 

May we have eyes to see you 

And ears to hear you 

Come into our world today. Amen 
~ from the website of Grace Church in Ealing, London. http://www.freshworship.org/ 

 

Song (written by Bernadette Farrell) 

 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness 

Longing for truth, we turn to you 

Make us your own, your holy people 

Light for the world to see  

 

Christ be our light! 

Shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness  

Christ be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today   

 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled 

Longing for hope, many despair 

Your word alone has pow'r to save us 

Make us your living voice  

 

Longing for food, many are hungry 

Longing for water, many still thirst 

Make us your bread, broken for others 

Shared until all are fed  

 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless 

Longing for warmth, many are cold 

Make us your building, sheltering others 

Walls made of living stone  

 

Many the gifts, many the people 

Many the hearts that yearn to belong 

Let us be servants to one another 

Making your kingdom come  

 

Our scripture reading this week is written in the gospel of Mark chapter 13:24-end. 

 

 

24 “But in those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 

    and the moon will not give its light, 

25  

and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

    and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
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26 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds ’with great power and 

glory. 27 Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, 

from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

 

28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 

puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these 

things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly I tell you, 

this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 

31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

 

32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 

Son, but only the Father. 33 Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 

will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 

slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 

watch. 35 Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 

house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36 or 

else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37 And what I say to you I 

say to all: Keep awake.” 

 

Time to reflect on these words. 

 

 

Let us pray 

 

Into our troubles and weaknesses, 

Into the barren places of our souls, Come Lord, 

Come down, come in, come among us and make us whole. 

 

Into the war torn and the refugee, 

Into those who live in conflict, Come Lord, 

Come down, come in, come among us and make us whole. 

 

Into the homeless and the unemployed, 

Into those who feel abandoned, Come Lord, 

Come down, come in, come among us and make us whole. 

 

Into the sick and the disabled, 

Into those with COVID-19 and with cancer, Come, Lord 

Come down, come in, come among us and make us whole. 

 

Into the poor and the starving, 

Into those who are oppressed or abused, Come Lord 

Come down, come in, come among us and make us whole. 

 

Into the lives of loved ones, 

Into those from whom we are estranged, Come Lord, 

Come down, come in, come among us and make us whole. 

 

Into our joys and celebrations, 



 

 

Into our work and our achievements, Come, Lord 

Come down, come in, come among us and make us whole. 

 

O Christ we long for your coming. Hasten that day when those who seek you in 

every nation will come from the east and the west, from the north and the south 

and sit at table in Your Kingdom. Hasten the day when your Kingdom will come in 

all its glory and suffering and pain and sickness and oppression and death will be 

overcome forever. Hasten the day when we will be resurrected as a great 

multicultural family and live in peace, harmony, joy and love together in your 

kingdom. 

 

~ written by Christine Sine on Godspace http://godspace-msa.com/.  It is part of a 

longer iturgy for Advent which can be viewed here: http://godspace-

msa.com/2015/11/29/liturgy-for-the-first-sunday-of-advent/    

 

 

Almighty God, 

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 

that on the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

 

The prayer Jesus taught us 

 

Song (written by Graham Kendrick) 

 

Lord the light of your love is shining 

In the midst of the darkness shining 

Jesus light of the world shine upon us 

Set us free by the truth you now bring us 

Shine on me, shine on me 

 

Shine Jesus shine, fill this land with the father's glory 

Blaze spirit blaze, set our hearts on fire  

Flow river flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy 

Send forth your word, Lord and let there be light!  

 

Lord, I come to your awesome presence 

From the shadows into your radiance 

By the blood I may enter your brightness 

Search me, try me, consume all my darkness 

Shine on me, shine on me 
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As we gaze on your kingly brightness 

So our faces display your likeness 

Ever changing from glory to glory 

Mirrored here may our lives tell your story 

Shine on me, shine on me 

 

 

Blessing for Advent 

 

May starlight guide your steps towards this place of wonder 

May angels sing their news as you travel to the manger 

May promise fill these days as we watch at the edge of birth 

and may faith tell you, Emmanuel will be with us soon, in human skin 

 

~ written by Roddy Hamilton, and posted on Mucky Paws. 

http://www.nkchurch.org.uk/index.php/mucky-paws  

 

 

Song (My prayer for you written by Alisa Turner) 

 

For anyone who's prayed a thousand prayers 

And still can't find the answer anywhere 

Fighting off the lie that no one cares 

 

For anyone who's out there losing hope 

Feeling you're forsaken and alone 

Clinging to the last strands of your rope 

  

May God give you eyes to see He's still greater 

Courage to rise and believe He's able 

May God be your peace in the fire you're walking through 

This is our prayer now  

This is our prayer for you   

 

For all of those with tired and weary souls 

But still have faith to ask for miracles 

Choosing to believe He's in control 

  

May your eyes be ever on the Lord, your helper 

May you find your refuge in the Lord, your shelter 

May you find Him closer than a brother all your days 

All of your days! 
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