
Second Sunday  
before Advent  

 

A Short Reflective Service of Prayer  
  for those at home 

 

 
  

O God, you search our hearts, 
You lift our anxieties, 

You take away our sin, 
You lead us in your eternal way; 

We praise you, Lord. AMEN 
 

A Reading from the Old Testament 
 

Nehemiah 8 v 1-4 & 78-79 

All the people gathered together into the square, they told  Ezra to bring the book of 

the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra 

brought the book of the law before the assembly, this was on the first day of the     

seventh month. He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early 

morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who 

could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 

Ezra read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation so that the people 

understood the reading. 

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the       

Levites who taught the people said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to the Lord your 

God; do not mourn or weep.’ For all the people wept when they heard the words of 

the law. Then he said to them, ‘Go your way, eat and drink sweet wine and send    

food to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; do not be 

grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.’  
 

 

GOSPEL READING 

Luke 1 v 78-79 

By the tender mercy of our God, 

   the dawn from on high will break upon us, 

to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

   to guide our feet into the way of peace.’  



 Light  your own Candle  
(please ensure this is done safely) 

 
Pause for a moment of quiet 

 

Thought for the Day  

 

At some time or other I suspect we will have been in the situation when a friend or 
acquaintance says ‘let me introduce you to…’ This can of course be nothing more 
than a formality, a brief moment, a few words exchanged, however sometimes a 

simple introduction can lead to a fascinating encounter, perhaps even a bond that 
will last the test of time. Such a moment can change your lives, your destiny. 

 

This morning’s Old Testament reading takes us back far into history, to a moment 
just over 2700 years ago when Israel’s people had been placed into captivity under 

the Babylonians for approximately 70 years. With life expectancy around  30-40 
years per generation, two generations had passed since their exile. During that time 

they were not allowed to congregate to worship their God or read any of their  
Scriptures; spiritually, it was a barren time for the Israelites who were effectively cut 

off from their homeland and any knowledge of Israel’s God! 
 

Despite the Babylonians efforts to eradicate faith, a servant to the King, Nehemiah 
kept the hope of his people returning to their homeland alive. King Artaxerxes finally 
allowed Nehemiah to take his people back to Israel and after repairing the city walls 

of Jerusalem the people gathered in the square before Ezra the priest and  
Nehemiah the Governor.  

 

During all those 70 years no-one had heard the scriptures (the Book of Law), but 
now Ezra read from the Book that we would call the Bible, from daybreak until 

noon. Hours passed, people cried as they listened and understood their human  
story and the relationship Israel had enjoyed with God the creator of the world. 

 

This was Ezra and Nehemiah’s moment to introduce the people to GOD!  
 

The people  listened and learnt about God’s love, his blessings, his grace and his 
promises. We may think the impact this had on those returning from exile strange in 
our modern world, BUT hearing the words of the Bible changed their lives, it was as 

though a new day had broken and this was a sacred moment to treasure.  
 

St Luke wrote much later but his words could have been written for this occasion. 
These readings underline the beauty and joy of the moment that our hearts are    

introduced to God, a moment that changes our human story. 
 

Sometimes, life and faith can become jaded OR even lost! The renewal of hope is a 
powerful thing, just think how you felt when you heard the news that a vaccine 

against COVID is just weeks away. Such a moment cannot come soon enough and 
let us hope it brings us great joy, but what of our spiritual lives?  

 

As we continue to journey through lockdown, perhaps now is a good time to read 
our Bibles afresh and find spiritual renewal in the God who promises his love can 
renew our lives, calm our fears and bring life everlasting to all who believe in him.   
I have seen how introducing people to God changes lives, God certainly changed 

mine and he can renew yours too.  
 
 

May I encourage you to pick up your Bible, read and meet with God.  



 
  

 
Pause for a moment of quiet 

 

Merciful God, 

If our faith has cooled, become jaded or even lost, 
draw us close to yourself again, let your light 

shine into our darkness. 
 

Where we have erred, forgive us our foolish ways and pride, 
make us worthy of your name. 

help us to worship and serve you sincerely 
and lead us to do what is right. 

 

Guide us day by day and speak to our hearts through the night 
of the good we may endeavor to do in your name. 

Be near us through the whole of life so that nothing can shake our faith; 
show us the path that leads to life 

and let your Holy Spirit sustain us now and forever. AMEN 
 

 
A Call to Prayer 

 

Let us pray for the world, the Church and each other 
 

Prayers for the World 
 

Who will we pray for today? Let us name them. 
 

(Silently name those we pray for) 
 

 
 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Have mercy on your people O God 
In this new and changed world that stands before us. 

 

Bring healing and wholeness to people and nations, 
and have pity on those suffering in their isolation. 

 

Strengthen all who are fearful of disease and death, 
bring them to a new hope in Christ. 

 

Hear the cry of those in pain, those who lament, 
grant them your peace and surround them with your presence. 

 

Give rest to the departed 
and bring them, with your saints, to glory everlasting. 

 

We commend the world to you for which Christ died, 
lead us in the pathways of truth and grant us your protection O God, 

Now and forever more,  
AMEN. 

 
 



 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven 
Hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done;                               
On earth as it is in heaven.               

Give us this day our daily bread.      
And forgive us our trespasses,        

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;      

But Deliver us from evil.      
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

For ever and ever.  AMEN 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Closing Prayer  
 

Let us hold firm to the truths we have been taught, 
let us be strong through the grace that is ours, 

that we may share the good news of Christ Jesus 
and fulfil the tasks that God gives to us each day. 

 

For the peace we are promised which the world cannot destroy, 
for the hope of heaven on earth and the final song of joy, 

Thanks be to God. AMEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


