
THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 

 ‘Be made like Jesus in his glorious Kingdom’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Gathering 

THE GREETING 
Grace, mercy and peace from God  
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ  
be with you. 
And also with you.                       (1 Tim. 1:2) 
 

(A HYMN may be sung) 
 

See what love the Father has given us, that 
we should be called children of God; 
and that is what we are. 
 

Beloved, we are God’s children now: 
what we will be has not yet been  
revealed. 
 

What we do know is this:   
when Christ is revealed, we will be like him, 
for we will see him as he is. 
 

And all who have this hope in him purify  
themselves, 

just as he is pure.                  (1 John 3:1-3) 
 
PRAYER 
O Lord, 
open our eyes to see what is beautiful, 
our minds to know what is true, 
and our hearts to seek what is good, 
for Jesus’ sake.                                 Amen. 
 

(SONGS may be sung) 
  

                        *   *   *   *   * 

PENITENCE 
As we bow humbly before God we 
remember how our lives are often marred by 
impurity and insincerity … 
 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and 
faith: 

 

 
 

When we try to present a good image rather 
than to purify our hearts … 
Lord, have mercy.            Lord, have mercy. 

When we seek to please others rather than 
to speak the truth … 
Christ, have mercy.       Christ, have mercy. 

When we are slow to admit that others may 
be right, or to say sorry if we are in the 
wrong … 
Lord, have mercy.            Lord, have mercy. 

When we honour God with our lips but keep 
him far from our hearts … 
Christ, have mercy.       Christ, have mercy. 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.         Amen.  
 

(The GLORIA, the VENITE, a SONG or  
RESPONSES may be used) 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Let us pray …          (silent prayer) 
 

Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was 
revealed to destroy the works of the devil 
and to make us the children of God and 
heirs of eternal life: grant that we, having this 
hope, may purify ourselves even as he is 
pure; that when he shall appear in power 
and great glory we may be made like him in 
his eternal and glorious Kingdom;  
where he is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,  
now and for ever.                                 Amen.  

 
 

 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 

THE SCRIPTURE READING(S) 
 

(After the reading) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM/HYMN or SCRIPTURAL SONG  
 

THE GOSPEL 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to N. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

(After the reading) 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

THE SERMON 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Let us declare our faith in God: 

We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 

We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 

We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.             Amen. 
                                                          (from Eph. 3). 
 

(A HYMN may be sung) 

The Prayers 
 

INTERCESSIONS 
(Special thanksgivings and prayers …) 
 

We bring to you, Father God, the needs of 
all people, for whose salvation you sent your 
Son Jesus Christ: 
 

We pray for our Queen and government, and 
the leaders of the nations … We think of 
people divided by national enmity, religious 
intolerance, or racial prejudice … 
Lord Jesus, where there is hatred, 
let me sow love. 
 

We pray for husbands and wives, parents 
and children, employers and employees … 
We think of families, communities and work 
places where relationships have broken 
down … 
Lord Jesus, where there is injury, 
let me sow pardon. 
 

We pray for bishop N., for all who teach the 
Christian faith, and for the life of our church. 
We think of those whose faith is being sorely 
tested … 
Lord Jesus, where there is doubt, 
let me sow faith. 
 

 

We remember with thanksgiving those who 
have died … We think of all who are over-
shadowed by loss or loneliness … We pray 
for all in need … We pray for their families 
and friends, doctors, nurses and carers. 
Lord Jesus, where there is despair, 
let me give hope.  
 

We think of ourselves, our self-centredness, 
our faltering attempts to serve you … 
Lord Jesus,  
make us channels of your peace 
and witnesses of your Kingdom.     Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  

(A HYMN may be sung) 
 

CONCLUDING PRAYER 
Lead us from death to life, from  
falsehood to truth. Lead us  
from despair to hope, from fear to trust. 
Lead us from hate to love, 
from war to peace. 
Let peace fill our hearts, our world, 
our universe, for Jesus’ sake.          Amen. 
                             (International Prayer for Peace)  

 

(THE BLESSING or THE GRACE is said)                                  

 

As we draw near to the end of the Church Year, and look 

forward to Advent and the start of a new one, we are reminded 

in today’s Collect of the ultimate purpose of our lives: to 
become ‘like Jesus Christ – in his glorious Kingdom’. This is 

only possible because Christ has ‘destroyed the works of the 

devil and made us the children of God and heirs of eternal 
life’. 


