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Sunday, 22 November 
Dear Friends, 
 
Hoping everyone is keeping safe and well. The Christmas lights are coming on. In past years we 
might have thought too early. This year, early is good! We are working on what we are able to 
send as gifts to Japan and how to help a grandchild speak English via Zoom! It has been wild 
and windy. The leaves are almost gone but a few roses are still holding their own. The squirrels 
are getting huge. As the nights draw in we love this time of year and planning for Christmas!  
 
Although COVID continues to dominate our lives, we are still remembering and finding 
creative ways of celebrating special occasions – family birthdays, anniversaries and Christmas. 
Sadly, we know that we can’t meet with our families and friends in the ways we usually do and 
in the ways we want to, but we are not letting what we can’t do get in the way of what we 
can. We are finding creative ways of celebrating special occasions with those we love. 
 

PRAYER 
Dear Lord, thank you for our families and friends. 

Help us to find new ways of showing them we love them this Christmas 
Amen 
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This Sunday and next Sunday are special occasions in church. Church has its own year, which 
begins next Sunday on Advent Sunday, when we start to think about Christmas and ends today 
when we celebrate the festival of “Christ the King“, our Church’s birthday. This year we are 
working on new and creative ways of celebrating Christmas, of remembering the story of 
Jesus’ birth, of remembering God coming to us on the first Christmas because he loves us. 
 
 

VERSE FROM THE BIBLE 
I am about to do a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness 

and rivers in the desert. 
Isaiah 43.19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And tomorrow we are thinking about Christ being our King in our living rooms on zoom – a 
king who cares for us and is there for us; a king who we are learning to love, learning to love 
with all our heart, soul, mind and strength; a king who teaches us to care for others and helps 
us to love our neighbour as ourselves. A king who shows us how to find creative ways of being 
kind to others, especially during this time of lockdown, when we will all find it difficult not to 
be with our families and friends in the way we would want. 
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PRAYER 
God the Father, 

help us to hear the call of Christ the King 
and to follow in his service, 

 
VERSES FROM A FAVOURITE HYMN 

 
From heaven you came helpless babe 
Entered our world, your glory veiled 

Not to be served but to serve 
And give Your life that we might live 

 
This is our God, The Servant King 

He calls us now to follow Him 
To bring our lives as a daily offering 

Of worship to The Servant King 
 

COVID has had an impact on the finances of many. Bishop Julian is concerned about the extent 
to which we have had to dig into our reserves to make up loss of income. Christ Church has 
suffered significantly. The Bishop is encouraging us all to make a special one off donation, so 
the work of our Church can continue as normal. We would be grateful to all who are able to 
contribute. We very much know that all of you are not in a position to do this at this time. 
Please let Hilary know at hjfoster@hotmail.com if you would like to learn more. 
 
As you know, churches have again been closed for public worship. We hope you are able to 
join us tomorrow for Sunday Worship on “zoom” at 11am. It is very relaxed. Do please let Judy 
at judyknott3@gmail.com know if you would like to receive an invitation or need any help in 
using zoom.  
 
As an alternative, there is a Diocesan Service at 9am onwards on the Diocesan Youtube 
Channel. This week it is from St Leonard’s, Padiham. 
 

 
PRAYER 

Stir up, O Lord, 
the wills of your faithful people; 

that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, 
may by you be plenteously rewarded; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Take good care and keep safe. Please do phone, text or mail if you need anything, even if just 
for a chat. It is always good to hear how folk are doing. 
You are always in my prayers, 
 
With love and blessings, 
Rev John 

A FAVOURITE HYMN 
Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
does its successive journeys run; 

his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

 
People and realms of every tongue 

dwell on his love with sweetest song; 
and infant voices shall proclaim 

their early blessings on his name. 
 

Blessings abound where'er he reigns; 
The pris’ners leap to lose their chains; 

the weary find eternal rest, 
and all the humble poor are blest. 

 
To him shall endless prayer be made, 
and praises throng to crown his head; 

his name like incense shall arise 
with every morning sacrifice. 

 
Let every creature rise and bring 

peculiar honors to our King; 
angels descend with songs again, 
and earth repeat the loud amen! 
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