
Remembrance 
Sunday  

 

A Short Reflective Service of Prayer  
for those at home 

 

 
 

Let us pray today in the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
who knows our needs, hears our cries, feels our pain and heals our wounds; 
And let us bless the earthly memories of those who now shine in God’s glory 

with all the saints in heaven. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  
(Isaiah chapter 45 verses 4-6 

 

This is what the Lord says: I am the Lord, there is no other; 
apart from me there is no God. 

 

I will strengthen you, though you have not always acknowledged me. 
 

From the rising of the sun to the place of its setting 
all mankind may know there is none besides me. 

 

Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth. 
Remember this, fix it in your mind, take it to heart. 

 
 

A READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 

St Luke, Chapter 8 verses 22 - 25  
 

One day Jesus got into a boat with his disciples,  
and he said to them, 

 ‘Let us go across to the other side of the lake.’ 
So they put out, and while they were sailing he fell asleep.  

A gale swept down on the lake, and the boat was filling with water,  
and they were in danger.  

They went to him and woke him up, shouting,  
‘Master, Master, we are perishing!’  

 

And he woke up and rebuked he wind and the raging waves;  
they ceased, and there was a calm.  

He said to them, ‘Where is your faith?’  
 

They were afraid and amazed, and said to one another,  
‘Who then is this, that he commands even the winds and the water,  

and they obey him?’ 
 



      

Light  your own Candle  
(please ensure this is done safely) 

 
Pause for a moment of quiet 

Remembrance Day  

 

 

In 1914 during the days leading up to the commencement of WWI, Dorset’s coast         
witnessed the Royal Navy’s three battle fleets gather to be reviewed by King George V 

and the First Lord of the Admiralty, Winston Churchill. All seemed normal, yachts raced off 
Cowes, Prince Henry, the brother of the Kaiser joined the regatta and the King felt able to 
re-assure the Prince that England would remain neutral in the event of a European war. 

 

Just months later on New Years Eve, the cloud base was thick, visibility was poor, the sea 
was rough and soon to rise to storm force off the Dorset coast. Now, just three large     

battleships (accompanied by two destroyers Diamond & Topaz) were steaming down the 
English channel. As New Years Day 1915 began the German submarine U24 fired her  
torpedoes at the unsuspecting battleship HMS Formidable. The first hit at 2.30am when 
many of the crew were asleep below, the second torpedo hit just 30 minutes later, the 
warships commander, Capt. Loxley stood on the bridge along with his dog ’Bruce’ and 

gave the order to abandon ship, it was now 4.45am. 
 

Capt. Loxley had joined the warship on the 2nd September, his dog, an ‘Airedale terrier’ 
went everywhere with him and remained with him as the ship began to sink.  

They perished together, the Captains body was never recovered but his dog ’Bruce’ was 
washed up below Abbotsbury Castle and was buried with dignity in the pets cemetery in 

Abbotsbury Gardens, his headstone reads, ‘he stayed with his Master till the end.’ 
 

There were many stories of bravery and loyalty that night, a young 15 year old Royal    
Marine took off his lifebelt and gave it to another seaman younger than himself who was 

terrified of the sea. That night 547 officers and men perished, luck would play a huge part 
in the lives of some who survived. 

 

One ‘lucky’ story concerned Able Seaman John Cowan, he had been plucked from the 
raging sea by the ship’s pinnace (a light boat); the small boat eventually reached safety at 
Lyme Regis Bay where Sgt. Stockley, a local member of the constabulary went to help the 

survivors. Some had succumbed to the cold and exhaustion, John Cowan’s body was  
carried to the ’Pilot Boat Inn’, he was deemed to be dead, his lifeless body was carried 

down into the Pub cellar which was used as a mortuary. 
 

The Land Lord’s dog called ’Lassie’, had wandered down into the cellar, minutes later 
barking was heard, as the Landlord came down the steps he saw the dog licking Cowan’s 

face profusely, only stopping to bark! To everyone’s amazement, AB John Cowan was 
breathing, he was quickly taken to hospital where he       

fully recovered. 
 

The dog ‘Lassie’ was awarded two medals and both the 
dog and John Cowan became inseparable friends. It is still 
believed that when newspaper reports of this ‘Good News’ 

story reached the USA, ‘Lassie’ had inspired the film    
makers to create a series of Dog Movies based on Lassie’s  

life saving exploit and even kept her name! 
 

Every year we remember the human cost of war - on land, 
sea or in the air and yet it is easy for this to become a ritual 

that detaches us from the human tragedy.  



Over fifteen million lives were lost in just WWI, everyone of those who died leaves a story, 
their deaths left behind a legacy of pain and loss. On Remembrance Sunday we recall the 
end of WWI and seek to honour those who perished, we may be forgiven for not knowing 
each individual story and the huge loss some families suffered. Capt. Loxley’s parents lost 

three sons in WWI. As bugles sound today across the country what we remember is      
important. SO, as you pause for a few moments please remember and never forget that 
war is brutal, costly and destructive to us all and yet it continues to remain an important 

part of our human story because all life is precious. 
 

In a moment, please use the words of the Remembrance Day service to give thanks for 
the lives of those known to us whom we honour today for they did not grow old but please, 
lest we forget, remember also the many millions who were left to carry their personal loss, 

scars and suffering caused by war throughout the remainder of their earthly lives. 
 

Finally, pray for Peace on Earth and goodwill to all people.  
   

ACT OF REMEMBRANCE 
 

Let us remember before God and commend to his sure keeping  
those who have died for their country,  

Those whom we knew and whose memory we treasure  
and all who have lived and died in the service of others. 

 

A moment of quiet 
 

They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old:  
age shall not weary them nor the years condemn.   
At the going down of the sun and in the morning;    

we will remember them. 
 

 

POEM ‘Death’ 
 

Blow out you bugles, over the rich Dead! 
There’s none of these so lonely and poor of old, 

but, dying, has made us rarer gifts than gold. 
These laid the world away; poured out the red 
sweet wine of youth; gave up the years to be 
of work and joy, and that un-hoped serene, 

that men call age; and those who would have been, 
their sons, they gave, their immortality. 

 

Blow, bugles, blow! They brought us, for our dearth, 
holiness, lacked so long, and Love, and Pain. 
Honour has come back, as a King, to earth, 

and paid his subjects with a royal wage; 
and nobleness walks in our ways again; 

and we have come into our heritage. 
 
 



Pause for a moment of quiet 
 

Merciful God, 

Where we have erred, forgive us our foolish ways and pride, 
make us worthy of your name. 

 

Guide us day by day and speak to our hearts through the night 
of the good we may endeavor to do in your name. 

Show us the path that leads to life 
and let your Holy Spirit renew us and sustain us, 

 now and forever. AMEN 
 

 
A Call to Prayer 

 

Let us pray for the world, the Church and each other 
 

 

In memory of all who gave their lives in the First World War and all subsequent 
wars, we especially remember today in our prayers those from our               com-

munities who were wounded or killed by war and their families.  
 

In Peace let us pray in faith to the Lord. 
for the needs of all people, 

for peace and justice in our world, for an end to all war and conflict 
and for those who make peace and foster reconciliation. 

 

Pray for the unity of all Christian people, 
for the church of God in every land, 
for all who seek God and the truth, 

and for all who follow the way of conscience with integrity. 
 

Pray for the leaders of the nations, 
that you will guide them in the ways of justice, mercy and peace. 

 

Pray for the healing of memories, 
for those who continue to suffer as a result of war, 

for communities where past wrongs and violence persist, 
for all in pain or distress and those who care for them. 

 

Pray for loved all who wear the Queen’s uniform today on our behalf. 
 

Pray for our enemies, and those who wish to harm us, 
that God may turn the hearts of all to kindness and friendship. 

 

Pray for all who are sick, who suffer in body, mind or soul, 
that they may know God’s power to heal and to save. 

 

Give to us O Lord, the wisdom and strength to build a better world so that we may 
avoid setting brother against brother, nation against nation.  

 

Help us all to walk in the ways of peace  
so that our children’s children may be unchained  

from the fear of war or terrorism.  
through Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. AMEN    

 



 
The Lord’s Prayer   

 

Our Father, who art in heaven 
Hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done;                               
On earth as it is in heaven.               

Give us this day our daily bread.      
And forgive us our trespasses,        

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;      

But Deliver us from evil.      
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

For ever and ever.  AMEN 
 
 

CLOSING WORDS  
 

For the peace we are promised which the world cannot destroy, 
for the hope of heaven on earth and the final song of joy, 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 
THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 

 

God save our gracious Queen,  
long live our noble Queen, 

God save the Queen.  
Send her victorious,  
happy and glorious,  

long to reign over us:  
God save the Queen.  

 
 

CLOSING BLESSING  
 

May God grant to the living, grace; to the departed, rest; 
to the Church, the Queen, the Commonwealth and all people, 

Peace and concord and to us, all his servants, life everlasting. AMEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the final page is the War Memorial at Gillingham Kent. 



 

The War Memorial at Gillingham where the names of the 547 Officers 

and men from HMS Formidable are recorded 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Lest we Forget’ 

 


