
            St Mary and All Saints,  Dunsfold, 
                Sunday, November 15th, 2020 

 ePEWS NEWS 
      

                                   Parable of  the Talents 

  SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 

THERE ARE NO PUBLIC SERVICES AT 
DUNSFOLD CHURCH UNTIL NEXT MONTH. 

OT: Zephaniah 1: 7, 12-18 
NT: 1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11 
GOSPEL: Matthew 25: 14-30 

Collect for the 2nd Sunday before Advent: 
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed 
to destroy the works of  the devil and to make us 
the children of  God and heirs of  eternal life: grant 
that we, having this hope, may purify ourselves 
even as he is pure; that when he shall appear in 
power and great glory we may be made like him in 
his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of  the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

WHAT DO THE CHURCHES DO FOR US? 

From food banks to youth clubs, the Church of  
England hosts an incredible 35,000 projects.  

For the first time the financial value of services and 
support that churches and church buildings provide, 
and the health and wellbeing they create, has been 
calculated… at £12.4 billion! 

An independent study, commissioned by the National 
Churches Trust and carried out by State of Life, has 
calculated the value of the the services provided 
through our churches.The report states: “There are 
currently more food banks than McDonald’s in the UK - 
and churches have played a vital role in setting up and 
running the majority of them.” 

Other church-based projects include drug and alcohol 
support groups, mental health and counselling 
services, youth clubs, after-school care and credit 
unions. 

The market value of church-based projects is £2.4bn 
a-year. This includes running, staffing and hiring out 
church buildings, the amount it would cost social and 
community services to replicate the arrangements 
provided by churches. 

The non-market value is put at £10bn. About £7bn of 
this is generated by food banks. According to the 
report churches have “played a vital role in setting up 
and running the vast majority of Trussell Trust food 
banks and 50% of the independent ones in the UK.” 

Will Watt, who helped compile the report, said: “We’ve 
taken the most conservative estimates to reach these 
figures. As we emerge from Covid-19 we need to 
identify ‘key places’ - those places that will look after 
the vulnerable and hardest hit. One of those places will 
be the local church and gathered community.” 

A PERSONAL MESSAGE OF THANKS 

Ruth Wilkinson, the British Legion’s co-ordinator for 
our village, has asked us to pass on her sincere thanks 
for the efforts of Dunsfold Church and others in our 
village in helping this year’s Poppy Appeal. The church 
appeal, which closes this Friday, has raised £315. 
There are other fund-raising boxes in the shop and 
post office. 

Ruth says: “I’m so humbled and 
grateful for the donations and work 
people have done for the British 
Legion. It has been a difficult year and 
the Covid-19 issues have prevented 
many of our traditional fundraising 
ideas. 

“I really the appreciate the efforts of so 
many people, especially Debbie Whiffen in the post 
office and church treasurer John Gray who has 
masterminded the church effort.” 



REVEREND IAN MASLIN’S 
REFLECTIONS ON THE  
PARABLE OF THE TALENTS 

If we were one of the three servants, which one 
would we like to be, and which one would we 
actually be?   
The parable of the talents is about responding 
creatively to a challenge, from God or other people, 
and acting responsibly.   

It seems that the master had a good idea about the 
abilities of his servants, he entrusted most to the 
servant who, eventually, was able to provide the 
greatest return. But the challenge was clear; be a wise 
steward of the master’s wealth.   

The master, although keen to increase his fortune was 
also encouraging his servants to act responsibly and to 
use their initiative, he expected them to act wisely.   

The first two are both commended, although one 
apparently achieved more that the other; the point is 
that they both did their best.   

The third servant failed in his duty because he refused 
to make any effort, even to most minimal of putting the 
money in a bank.   

He buried it in the ground. Are we guilty sometimes of 
doing the same when we face a challenge in life, of 
burying our heads in the sand?   

This parable is not simply about using wisely what we 
have been given, it’s about our expectations of one 
another.   

The master could have simply banked the money 
himself but that wasn’t the point. If he has no 
expectations of his servants, they would not have been 
challenged to grow in creativity and responsibility.   

This theme echoes the second reading where Paul is 
urging the Christians of Thessalonica to be prepared 
for the sudden arrival of the Day of the Lord. if they are 
to be ready, they need to be awake and clear headed, 
they cannot risk being caught of guard. They must be 
alert while others sleep. But this hardship is not and 
end in itself; eventually it is for the well being of those 
to whom the message is directed, including ourselves.   

If we expect little of our fellow human beings, we will 
seldom be able to see beyond our own poor 
expectations. If you want to see the bad in someone, 
then that is all you will see.   

If we regard others highly, seeing them as capable of 
greatness, we give them room to blossom and grow.   

Our demands must be for their good and not simply to 
highlight their failure in order to boost ourselves by 
comparison.   

Where we have the genuine interests of other at heart, 
we do well to expect much, accepting their limitations, 
but always encouraging growth.   

When attempting something worthwhile for the Lord, 
we may find the going exceptionally tough, but this 
reminds us of what we will endure for something we 
deeply desire. If we cannot even put up with minor 
hardship, it’s clear that we don’t really want to achieve 
our aim.   

The Gospel of the Lord make demands upon us. Not 
to satisfy an infinitely demanding God, but to challenge 
us to grow; to grow more like God Himself.   

Amen 

JOIN REVEREND IAN’S ADVENT JOURNEY 

Reverend Ian Maslin is planning to launch an online 
Advent course early next month. It will be a weekly, 
online gathering via zoom. More details coming soon.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR  PRAYERS 

CHURCH:Please pray for the Mission Societies supported by 
parishes in our diocese and the work of staff and volunteers 
both here and overseas. 

WORLD: The global development of a vaccine for Covid-19 
that will help people in all countries - rich and poor. 

THE SICK: Amanda and Hugh, Tim Bailey, Barbara Crabb, 
William Mason, Sally Rivett, Sue Simper, Jacky 
Williams, Bill and Tracy Wood, Alli, Judy Bolt, Sue 
and Dennis Evans, Peter Hutley,  

 Lorna Thompson, Sami Bennewith, Dru Ridley. 

And please go to our parish website  
www.achurchnearyou/dunsfold for our prayer for the day. 

DUNSFOLD CHURCH COMMUNITY 

We appreciate the new lockdown will impact many people in 
our parish. If you need help with shopping or collections please 
let us know and we will help. 

We also still have our network of telephone callers speaking to 
those who may feel isolated, alone or worried. Just call any of 
the people listed below and they will step in to help with your 
needs. 

Reverend Ian Maslin 200048 
Sheila Jones 200204 
Pam Walker 201140 

SAFEGUARDING IN YOUR CHURCH 

We take safeguarding seriously in Dunsfold 
Church. If you have any concerns or information 
you wish to pass on please contact our 
safeguarding officer, Hazel Wiltshire on 01403 
753847 or email her at hazelwiltshire@talktalk.net 

mailto:hazelwiltshire@talktalk.net


 




