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This month Scotland remembers one 
of the very first disciples of Jesus.  St 
Andrew is honoured not for any mighty 
deeds of his own, but for his love of intro-
ducing people to Jesus.  He went straight 
off and introduced his brother Peter to the 
Saviour, and followed that up by bringing 
Nathanael/Bartholomew to Jesus. ‘Better 
Together’ seems to have been his slogan, 
too! ‘We have found the Messiah!’, he told 
them, unable to keep the good news to 
himself.  Andrew’s connection with Scot-
land dates back to the claimed translation 
of his remains from Patras in Achaia to 
Scotland in the eighth century. The church 
in Fife where these remains were buried 
became a place of pilgrimage during the 
tenth century.  
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DID YOU KNOW THE DORCAS 
CENTRE IS AVAILABLE TO 

HIRE!!!

All day Saturdays, Sunday 
afternoons and some Thursday 

evenings.

Also most times in the 
School holidays

If you would like to check the 
dates then ring Sandra on

281924 or 07718764422
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Louise’s
Letter Louise, Area Dean 

Dear friends, it was a Blessing to be able 
to have the opportunity to share in person 
in St Paul’s Harvest celebrations. A time 
to say a resounding Thank You to God for 
God’s faithfulness and a final opportunity 
to give thanks to God, with my family for 
my time as Vicar. 

It was wonderful to have the opportunity 
to see so many of you although I know 
some were not able to be there. Hard not 
to give hugs though!

Thank you so much for my beautiful stole 
and flowers. Absolutely stunning and I 
will wear my stole with pride and think of 
you all. 

I have been blessed with so much love; 
from the online and in person farewells of 
the church gatherings and the individual 
farewells.  It has been an emotional time.

The season of autumn seems to echo 
this.  We may feel a little melancholy 
or nostalgic that plants and leaves that 
have been so beautiful have now come 
to their end. We know, however, that it is 
the rhythm of life and even in the times 
of scarcity or chill, there is always the life 
beavering away beneath the service, the 
promise of hopeful beginnings and new 
life. 

The Collect prayer for the week beginning 
11 October, which is when I am writing 
this, goes like this, “Almighty and 
everlasting God, increase in us your gift 
of faith that, forsaking what lies behind 
and reaching out to what is before, we 
may run the way of your commandments 
and win the crown of everlasting joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen

As one season gives way to another, we 
are thankful for all that we have been 
blessed with.  Strengthened by this spirit 
of thankfulness, love and trust, let us 
reach out to what is before us.

With love and prayers, Louise

Photo courtesy Pauline Peace
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Roy Baker and Pauline Peace, 
Church Wardens

Wardens’ 
Update Roy Baker and Pauline Peace, 

Church Wardens

We hope you are all keeping well and 
keeping up with the changes.

October saw Harvest Services with a 
difference. It was Louise’s last service 
and sermon as vicar of St. Paul’s. This 
should have been given in mid-June but 
due to shut down restriction was unable 
to happen. A very emotional service, 
which enabled people who attended to 
say a personal farewell.

During the service Louise was presented 
with a Festival Stole and basket of flowers 
on behalf of the congregation of St. 
Paul’s church. Thank you to Pauline Hinds 
for arranging the flowers given to Louise. 
We know that everyone at St. Paul’s 
would like to thank Louise and her family 
for all the love and service they have given 
to us all at St. Paul’s and wish her all the 
best in her new role as Area Dean.

As part of our Harvest Celebration, 
we held a Tabletop sale in the Norman 
Chapel for Malawi, where produce was 
sold and donations accepted. There was 
also a table where food was donated 
for the Food Bank at Manor House at 
Glascote. Over £400 was raised for 
Malawi and all the food donated was 
taken to the Manor House by David and 
Louise Lawrence. A very big thanks to 
them for doing that. Also thank you to 

everyone who made jam, donated food 
and for the people who bought produce 
and finally our gratitude to Carolyn and 
her team for all the hard work they did in 
organising the whole Harvest event.

Last month after Harvest we held 10.30 
a.m. and 6.30 p.m. services, plus the 
return of a 9.00 a.m. Holy communion 
service on 18th October, all were well 
attended. The online evening services 
continued during the month. Our thanks 
to Mark, Carolyn and Joan for leading our 
services in church and to Mark for the 
online services.

The Zoom “Take Away” services 
continued when there was no morning 
service in church, with activities for all to 
join in with. Our thanks to all who led and 
supported these services.

In November Private Prayer will only be 
available on Wednesday afternoon when 
there will also be continued support from 
the Bereavement and Pastoral Care Team 
in the Norman chapel.

The November Services (these are 
dependent on what restrictions are 
imposed) are listed on the opposite page. 
Please check Facebook for any changes.

God Bless,  
Pauline and Roy, Church Wardens
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November Services in Church
1st  November       
All souls Service. This is by invitation only.

8th November         
10.30 a.m.   Remembrance Service.  This will be an 
outdoor service, with limited numbers able to attend.

15th November         
6.30 p.m.   Evening service with Holy Communion

22nd  November        
10.30 a.m.   All Age Service

29th November          
9.00 a.m.   Holy Communion

For 8th and 22nd November to book phone 
01827 250676

For 15th and 29th November to book phone 
01827 703541
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Hello,

I’m sitting in our conservatory with the rain 
pelting down on the plastic roof. I love the 
sound of the rain and I love the rain and 
everything growing like mad. The apples 
on the neighbour’s tree are red and ready 
for eating and there is plenty of food for 
the birds. Not everywhere is so blessed 
and our account from the bible this month 
is about Elijah in a time of drought and 
famine.

Elijah was a man God spoke to. At one 
stage in his life there was a drought in the 
country where he lived. Not something 
we’ve had to worry about this summer! 
There was not even any dew and people 
began to die of thirst and hunger because 
there was no rain for the crops. Famine. 

After 3 years of drought God spoke to 
Elijah, “Tell the king I will soon send rain.” 
When the king saw Elijah he snarled, “So 
it’s you is it – Israel’s trouble maker.” 

“You’re the trouble maker,” frowned Elijah, 
“because you have refused to obey God.” 

Sometime later, his voice dripping with 
sarcasm because people were starving, 
Elijah said to the king, “Go and enjoy a 
good meal (use up the last of your food) 
for I can hear a mighty big rainstorm 
coming.”  

So the king prepared a feast and Elijah 
went to a look out point and prayed to 
God. Elijah sent his servant to look for 
the rain God had promised.  The servant 
came back, “Nothing in sight.”  Elijah 
sent his servant again.  Again, “Nothing 
in sight.” He kept praying and again and 
again he sent him to look. At last the 
servant shouted for joy, “I saw a little 
cloud in the distance, from here it looked 
about the size of a hand.” Great blessings 
often arise from small beginnings. Sure 
enough, the sky was soon black with 
clouds and a strong wind brought a 
terrific rainstorm. Rumbling thunder, 
flashing lightening, buckets of rain. The 
end of the famine.

When Elijah prayed he kept getting the 
same negative report and it looked like no 
answer was coming, there was nothing 
in sight, but he kept praying and kept 
believing until finally there was a small 
sign that things were about to happen. 
We too must trust God to keep his word 
and keep in touch with him.

Love Joan

PS This account can be found in the bible 
in 1 Kings chapter 18

On  
reflection  Joan Peacock, Lay Reader
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Monica’s Thanks 
Thank you to Joan Peacock for all the 
hours in the guidance at the 3d course 
it’s was finished in late October due to 
the covid delay but was very inspiring 
thank you Joan. Thank you for all the 
services we have been having led by 
Carolyn, Mark and Joan held in church 
and to all the zoom services, it is so lovely 
to see people of St Paul’s church family. 
Everyone is supportive and I hope that 
we can raise lots in the events we are 
trying to do leading up to Christmas with 
the produce sale and raffle on Saturday 
mornings, socially distanced of course. 
May God keep us safe, best wishes 
Monica Ward x.

 Sunday Morning Takeaway
The Sunday morning zoom services have 
continued to be well attended by young 
and not so young alike. Last month the 
children and adults got creative weaving 
crosses onto paper plates to hold the 
things that are important to us and God. 
Thanks to everyone who has led, read, 
prayed or otherwise contributed to the 
service. Simon Gordon

News & 
Views
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and pleasant time admiring the exteriors 
of St. Paul’s and the Norman Chapel, 
exploring the churchyard, and hearing 
about our history.  Several members 

of our congregation were in the party, 
including Church Warden Pauline, but 
a number of visitors had never been to 

Dosthill before. They were all impressed 
by what they saw, and commented on 
how pretty our church is. David Biggs

(Copyright photographs: Mark Kyte)

Operation Christmas Child 
2020 - collection update
We can now confirm that Shoeboxes for 
Samaritans Purse can be dropped off on 
Sunday 8th November only between 2 
and 4 o’clock. We will have the chapel 
open and we ask that boxes are placed 
where indicated.

Facebook
A reminder that all services or events, 
news and information is posted onto the 
St Pauls Facebook page and I ask that 
everyone like or share where appropriate 
as it will enable us to communicate with 
a wider audience. This is very important 
during interregnum and Covid-19 when 
we are not meeting regularly. If you are 
aware of individuals who may not have 
access to social media then please help 
us to inform them. Lynn Middleton

Tamworth Heritage  
Open Day
On Tamworth Heritage Open Day (HOD) 
on 12th September, The Tamworth 
and District Civic Society (TDCS) 
had a guided walking tour to fulfill this 
year’s HOD theme of “Hidden Nature”.  
The tour, led by David Biggs, started 
by exploring Dosthill Park and Local 
Nature Reserve, with the help of Sue 
Jones, before taking the public footpath 
to Dosthill to look at the Quarry, the 
Conservation Area, and the High Street. 

HOD was blessed with warm and sunny 
weather, so the group spent a leisurely 
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As featured in The Tamworth Herald,  
1st October 2020
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or bake to give away at Christmas. For 
instance if you are making a Christmas 
cake for yourself, bake another maybe in a 
square tin, that you could divide into four, 
add marzipan and icing then gift wrap and 
present as a gift with a nice bottle of wine 
or some homemade truffles. 

I will be giving you some ideas for 
Christmas food gifts in the December 
issue so maybe consider baking and 
making instead of buying. 

Also if you buy your jars of mincemeat 
in advance take out a spoonful and add 
some sherry, brandy or whiskey. Mix 
through with a skewer to add flavour 
to your mince pies (adults only version) 
You could also fill a clean empty jam jar 
with raisins, add rum and seal ready for a 
rum and raisin cake or ice cream. Shake 
occasionally to distribute the rum. 

Just one recipe for November which I 
came across in the October issue of 
the Good Food magazine. An easy and 
delicious apple cake which you could 
serve warm as a dessert with custard or 
ice cream. 

Stay safe everyone and here’s to trying to 
make Christmas as special as it can be. 

When we look back in years to come and 
reflect on 2020, I’m sure many of us will 
remember more about it that is negative 
than positive. To have survived it will be a 
bonus and I hope and pray that 2021 will 
be a much better year for everyone but 
I’m not holding my breath. 

With Christmas not far off it got me to 
thinking about gifts that won’t cost the 
earth but with a little effort will be really 
appreciated. I’m talking about home 
cooked gifts! 

I have always had a strong passion for 
making preserves, so over the past few 
months I’ve been busy making pickles, 
chutneys, jams and fruit liqueurs to give 
away to family and friends for Christmas. 

It gives me a huge amount of pleasure to 
grow and harvest produce then turn it into 
something delicious to eat or drink and 
enjoy.  

I also make cookies, truffles and cakes to 
include into my hampers. I have had many 
compliments over the years and one 
friend gives me a running commentary 
on when they eat my gifts and what they 
accompany. 

I am a firm believer that something 
homemade as a gift is always 
appreciated, so maybe during November 
start to think of things you could make 

Lynn’s  
Recipes

  By Lynn Smith
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Dorset Apple Cake
Serves 8

Could be frozen

115g unsalted butter, diced and 
chilled, plus extra for the tin
225g self-raising flour
2 tsp ground cinnamon
115g light brown sugar
1 large egg, beaten
6-8 tbsp milk
225g Bramley or Granny Smith  
apples, peeled, cored and diced
100g sultanas
2 tbsp demerara sugar (optional)

1. Heat the oven to 180C/160C fan/
gas 4. Butter and line a deep 20cm 
cake tin with baking parchment.

2. Mix the flour and cinnamon together 
in a large bowl. Add the butter and 
rub into the flour using your fingers, 
until it resembles fine breadcrumbs. 
Stir in the light brown sugar. Beat 
in the egg followed by 6-8 tbsp of 
milk – add it gradually until you have 
a smooth, thick batter.

3. Add the apples and sultanas and mix 
to combine. Scrape the batter into 
the prepared tin and gently level out. 
Sprinkle over the demerara sugar, if 
using, and bake for 30-40 mins or 
until golden and a skewer inserted 
into the middle comes out clean.

4. Allow to cool in the tin for 15 mins 
and then carefully turn out onto a 
wire rack to cool further. Best served 
still warm with a little custard.
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Poetry
Corner

The Gift

What a wondrous gift we have
The world’s for all to share,
A gift from God given with his love
So much beauty everywhere.
The ebb and flow of the oceans
The rising of the sun,
The joy when a little child is born
A new life has begun.

The vastness of the universe
What mysteries it holds,
The miracles that surround us
As each new day unfolds.
The enchantment of the night sky
Studded with stars above,
And Venus in her silver gown
The godess of peace and love.

The joyful essence of nature
As the seasons come and go,
The forests annual colour show
Winter’s glistening snow.
As the days grow longer we hear
The footsteps of approaching spring,
And very soon that morning glow
Only the summer sun can bring.

The beauty of a floweret
Gentle raindrops in the night,
The colours of a rainbow
A springtime morn so bright.
The world’s so incredibly beautiful
Who could wish for more,
The inner joy it brings us
Makes hearts and spirits soar.

No sweeter music can compare
With the rippling of a stream,
As its timeless waters drift away
Like the memory of a dream.
As the world lies silently about us
Let your thoughts drift slowly away,
Life is just a moment in time
So treasure every day.

by Bryan Choules



Parish Magazine  St Paul’s Church Dosthill November 2020  13

All in the 
month of 
November from Parish Pump

All in the month of November

It was: 

500 years ago, on 28th Nov 1520 that 
the Portuguese navigator Ferdinand 
Magellan sailed into the South Pacific 
and named the waters the Pacific Ocean.

200 years ago, on 28th Nov 1820, 
that Friedrich Engels, German socialist 
philosopher and social scientist who 
collaborated with Karl Marx to found 
modern communism and co-write the 
Communist Manifesto.

100 years ago, on 11th Nov 1920, that 
following World War 1, Britain and France 
held ceremonies to dedicate a national 
monument known as the Tomb of the 
Unknown Warrior. The British monument 
is at Westminster Abbey in London.

80 years ago, on 5th Nov 1940 that 
Franklin D Roosevelt became the only US 
President to win a third term in office.

80 years ago, on 14th Nov 1940 that 
German Luftwaffe bombers virtually 
destroyed the city of Coventry, including 
its medieval cathedral.

60 years ago, on 2nd Nov 1960 that 
a British jury cleared Penguin Books of 
obscenity for publishing D H Lawrence’s 

novel Lady Chatterley’s Lover. This event 
is often considered the beginning of the 
permissive society in Britain.

60 years ago, on 8th Nov 1960 that 
John F Kennedy was elected as the 35th 
President of the USA.

40 years ago, on 4th Nov 1980 that 
Ronald Reagan was elected as the 40th 
President of the USA.

40 years ago, on 21st Nov 1980 that 
American TV soap opera Dallas revealed 
‘Who shot J.R.’ after keeping viewers in 
suspense for eight months.

30 years ago, on 22nd Nov 1990 
that Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 
announced her resignation. She was 
succeeded by John Major on 28th Nov.

25 years ago, on 20th Nov 1995 that 
Princess Diana admitted that she had 
committed adultery, and spoke openly 
about her separation from the Prince of 
Wales in a frank interview for the BBC.

15 years ago, on 30th Nov 2005 that 
John Sentamu became Archbishop of 
York. He was the first black archbishop in 
the Church of England.   
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October
 

Funeral
12 David Randle

Contact
Rev Mark 
Waterstreet, 
Curate 
07976 800481
m.waterstreet50 
@gmail.com

Lay Readers
Carolyn Baker
01827 703541

Joan Peacock
01827 282850

Church Wardens
Roy Baker
01827 703541

Pauline Peace
(contact for hiring 
Norman Chapel) 
01827 250676

Editor
Simon Gordon
07779 364303 
simonjgordon 
@ntlworld.com

Quick Sudoku: Solution in next issue

October’s solution:

Article 
submission 
deadline:
3rd Friday of the 
month please

Our Sunday Services
See page 5 for the latest details

Church and Worship Online
Check on St Paul’s Facebook Page 
and Youtube, if you can, for our weekly 
Sunday Evening Prayer Service.

 tinyurl.com/stpaulsdosthill     

facebook.com/stpauls-
dosthill

There are also weekly services on the 
Church of England website:

www.churchofengland.org/more/
media-centre/church-online

a
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