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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

One of my favourite “spoofs” is John Julius Norwich on “The Twelve 

Days of Christmas” – if you like it look up the rest, here are four of the 

days:- 

 



25th December. 

My dearest darling, 

That partridge, in that lovely little pear tree! What an enchanting, 

romantic, poetic present! Bless you and thank you. 

Your deeply loving Emily. 

 

30th December. 

Dear Edward, 

Whatever I expected to find when I opened the front door this morning, 

it certainly wasn't six socking great geese laying eggs all over the 

doorstep. Frankly, I rather hoped you had stopped sending me birds - we 

have no room for them and they have already ruined the croquet lawn. I 

know you meant well, but - let's call a halt, shall we? 

Love, Emily. 

 

2nd January. 

Look here Edward, this has gone far enough. You say you're sending me 

nine ladies dancing; all I can say is that judging from the way they 

dance, they're certainly not ladies. The village just isn't accustomed to 

seeing a regiment of shameless hussies with nothing on but their lipstick 

cavorting round the green - and it's Mummy and I who get blamed. If 

you value our friendship - which I do less and less - kindly stop this 

ridiculous behaviour at once. 

Emily 

 

5th January. 

Sir, 

Our client, Miss Emily Wilbraham, instructs me to inform you that with 

the arrival on her premises a half-past seven this morning of the entire 

percussion section of the Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra and several 

of their friends she has no course left open to her but to seek an 

injunction to prevent your importuning her further. I am making 

arrangements for the return of much assorted livestock. 

I am, Sir, Yours faithfully, 

G.CREEP 

Solicitor-at-law 

 



This rather long illustration has (I believe) a very important application. 

Historically Christmas was designed to be more than just a day and, 

unlike the above, this is Good News! Our modern world starts 

“Christmas” SO early and we all collapse on the 25th. Originally it 

began on the 25th and ran until January 6th (Epiphany). Christmas in the 

Church is a season not a day. Perhaps this thought can help us with what 

looks like being a different Christmas this year? Why not spread out 

your family Christmas rather than putting all your eggs in the 25th 

basket? Actually, Jesus encourages us that EVERY day can be a 

Christmas Day! The original Christmas (literally birth of Christ) comes 

from John 1:14 “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us”. The last 

words of the self-same Jesus were these – “Lo I am with you to the very 

end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). Consequently, we have his permission 

to celebrate his birth with our family whenever we can, even if that 

might mean waiting until our current difficulties allow it. 

 

Every blessing - Robin 

 

WHAT’S ON –NEW EVENTS – Because of potential high turnout 

at Christmas, we can only admit people who have pre-booked. 

Date Time  Service How to attend & who to contact  

Tue            
1st Dec 

10.00am- 
11.00am 

ASK Zoom  
'Messy Church' at home 

To find instructions how to join, visit our website  
www.askesgrave.org  

    

Wed 
2nd Dec 

19.15pm-
20.15pm 

ASK Zoom    
Bible Study  

To register your interest and to indicate which session you 
would like to book, please email Robin Spittle or call him on 
623388 or email robinspittle@btinternet.com  

    

Thu                  
3rd Dec 

11.00am- 
11.30am 

Thursday  
Communion 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com  phone 01473 623388 

    

Sun               
6th Dec 

8.30am -
9.00am 

Holy    
Communion  

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com  phone 01473 623388 Reading Mark 1:  1-8 

Sun             
6th Dec 

10.00am- 
11.00am  

ASK Zoom 
2nd Sunday of Advent  

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org 

Reading  Mark 1:  1-8 

Sun             
6th Dec 

12.00pm- 
12.30pm  

Holy   
Communion             

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com phone 01473 623388 Reading Mark 1:  1-8 
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Date Time  Service How to attend & who to contact  

Sun             
6th Dec 

5.00pm -
5.45pm 

ASK Zoom 
‘After Hours' 

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org  

Sun             
6th Dec 

18.30pm- 
19.00pm    

Evensong   To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com   phone 01473 623388 Reading Mark 1:  1-8 

Psalm 85: 1 - 2  & 8 – 13 

  

Tue             
8th Dec 

10.00am- 
11.00am 

ASK Zoom      
'Coffee & Chat' 

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org  

    

Thu                  
10th Dec 

11.00am- 
11.30am 

Thursday 
Communion 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com   phone 01473 623388 

    

Fri                      
11th Dec 

19.00pm- 
20.30pm 

ASK Zoom   
CHRISTMAS PUB QUIZ 

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org  

 

Sun             
13th Dec 

8.30am -
9.00am 

Holy    
Communion  

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com  phone 01473 623388  Reading John 1:6-8 & 19-28 

Sun              
13th Dec 

10.00am- 
11.00am  

ASK Zoom  
3rd  Sunday of Advent             

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org   

Reading Isaiah 61:1-4 & 8-11 

Sun              
13th Dec 

10.00am- 
11.00am 

Holy Communion  
at Playford 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
please contact Colin Hedgley to confirm your 
attendance.  
Email  colinhedgley@aol.com  or phone 01473 738468 

Reading Isaiah 61:1-4 & 8-11 

Sun              
13th Dec 

12.00pm- 
12.30pm 

Service To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com phone 01473 623388 Reading Isaiah 61:1-4 & 8-11 

Sun              
13th Dec 

16.00pm- 
17.00pm 

ASK Zoom  
CHRISTINGLE   

To find instructions how to join, visit 
www.askesgrave.org/christingle.htm 

Sun              
13th Dec 

18.30pm- 
19.00pm  

Evensong   
 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com phone 01473 623388 Reading Isaiah 61:1-4 & 8-11   Psalm 126  

 

Mon 
14th Dec 

14.30pm- 
15.30pm 

Silver Screen LITE 
Christmas Special 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com phone 01473 623388 

 

Tue            
15th Dec 

10.00am- 
11.00am 

ASK Zoom 
'Messy Church' at home 

To find instructions how to join, visit our website  
www.askesgrave.org  

 

Wed            
16th Dec 

19.15pm-
20.15pm 
 

ASK Zoom  
Bible Study  
 

To register your interest and to indicate which session you 
would like to book, please email Robin Spittle or call him on 
623388  email  robinspittle@btinternet.com 

    

Thu                  
17th Dec 

11.00am- 
11.30am 

Thursday 
Communion 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com   phone 01473 623388 
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Date Time  Service How to attend & who to contact  

Thu           
17th Dec 
 
 
 
 

18.00pm 
18.30pm 
 
 
 
 

Outdoor Carol Service at Little 
Bealings 
 
 
 
 

A chance to listen to Readings and Carols sung to the 
congregation by a small choir. To ensure safe social 
distancing you must contact Corinne Fear to request 
attendance.  
Email     corinnejarvis@hotmail.co.uk   phone 07810 355511 
PLEASE NOTE: NO SINGING is allowed by the congregation. 

Thu           
17th Dec 

20.00pm-
21.00pm 
 

ASK Zoom  
Bible Study  
 

To register your interest and to indicate which session you 
would like to book, please email Robin Spittle or call him on 
623388  email  robinspittle@btinternet.com 

 

Sun             
20th Dec 

8.30am -
9.00am  

Holy    
Communion  

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com   phone 01473 623388 Reading Luke 1: 26-38 

Sun             
20th Dec 

9.15am- 
10.00am 

ASK Zoom 
Breakfast special 

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org 

Sun             
20th Dec 

10.00am- 
11.00am  

ASK Zoom 
Community Carols  

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org  

Reading 2 Samuel 7 :1 -11 & 16 - 17 

Sun             
20th Dec 

12.00pm- 
12.30pm  

Holy   
Communion  

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com   phone 01473 623388 Reading Luke 1: 26-38 

Sun             
20th Dec 

18.30pm- 
19.00pm 

Traditional Carol Service This Service will also be available on ZOOM.  
To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org 
To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you MUST contact Robin Spittle to request attendance.  
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com   phone 01473 623388 Reading Luke 1: 26-38 

Sun             
20th Dec 
 
 
 
 

18.30pm- 
19.00pm 
 
 
 
 

Outdoor Carol Service at 
Playford 
 
 
 
 

A chance to listen to Readings and Carols sang to the 
congregation by a small choir. To ensure safe social 
distancing you must contact  Colin Hedgley to request 
attendance.  
Email  colinhedgley@aol.com  or phone 01473 738468 

PLEASE NOTE: NO SINGING is allowed by the congregation. 

  CHRISTMAS EVE   
Thu             
24th Dec  

11.00am-    
11.30am 

Holy 
Communion 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com phone 01473 623388 

Thu             
24th Dec 

15.00pm- 
15.50pm 

ASK ZOOM  
CRIB Service  

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org 

Thu             
24th Dec  

16.00pm- 
16.50pm 

ASK ZOOM  
CRIB Service  

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org 

Thu             
24th Dec  

17.00pm- 
17.50pm  

ASK ZOOM  
CRIB Service  

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org 

Thu             
24th Dec 

22.00pm-
22.30pm 
 
 

“Midnight“  Service 
 
 
 

This Service is also available on ZOOM. To find instructions 
how to join, visit our website www.askesgrave.org   
To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com phone 01473 623388 Reading Hebrews 1: 1-4 

Thu             
24th Dec 

22.00pm-
22.30pm 

“Midnight“ Service at  
Playford  

To ensure safe social distancing you must contact Colin 

Hedgley to request attendance.  
Email  colinhedgley@aol.com  or phone 01473 738468 
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Date Time  Service How to attend & who to contact  

Thu             
24th Dec 

23.30pm-
00.00am 
Reading 

Midnight  Service 
 
Luke 2 :1 - 14 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com phone 01473 623388 

                                          CHRISTMAS DAY  

Fri             
25th Dec 

8.30am -
9.00am  

CHRISTMAS DAY  
Holy Communion 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com  phone 01473 623388 

Reading  Luke 2: 1-7 

Fri             
25th Dec 

10.00am- 
11.00am  

ASK Zoom Church    
CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE     

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org Text your favourite present in the chat 
to form part of the sermon. Reading Luke 2: 1-7 

Fri             
25th Dec 

10.00am- 
10.30am 

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE at 
Playford 

To ensure safe social distancing you must contact  Colin 

Hedgley to request attendance.  
Email  colinhedgley@aol.com  or phone 07810 355511 Reading Luke 2 :1 - 14 

    

Sun             
27th Dec 

8.30am -
9.00am  

Holy  
Communion 

To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
you must contact Robin Spittle to request attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com  phone 01473 623388 Reading Galatians 4: 4- 7 

Sun             
27th Dec 

10.00am- 
11.00am  

ASK Zoom Church  
 

To find instructions how to join, visit our website 
www.askesgrave.org  

Reading Luke 2 : 8 - 21 

Sun             
27th Dec 

10.00am- 
10.30am 

Holy Communion  
at Little Bealings  

To ensure safe social distancing you must contact Corinne 
Fear to request attendance.  
Email  corinnejarvis@hotmail.co.uk or phone 07810 355511 

Sun             
27th Dec 

12.00pm- 
12.30pm  

Service             To ensure safe social distancing and due to limited numbers 
please contact Robin Spittle to confirm your attendance. 
Email robinspittle@btinternet.com  phone 01473 623388 Reading Luke 2 : 8 - 21 

    

 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

Our next Bible Study will focus around the concept of “Loneliness in 

the Life of Jesus”, how he coped in those moments of his life, what can 

we learn from him. Can we relate to how Jesus was feeling? As 

Humans, we describe Loneliness as feeling empty, unwanted, rejected 

and isolated. It is not necessarily being alone, instead, FEELING alone. 

Loneliness plays into our state of mind. 

 

We will be especially focussing on the “Flight into Egypt”, “Being 

misunderstood and rejected”, “The Garden of Gethsemane” and “The 

Cross”. 

Identical sessions will take place on Monday 30th of November 

(8.00pm) and Wednesday 2nd of December(7.15pm) and both will 
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last an hour. Robin wants to both welcome back “old hands” and also 

introduce “beginners” to the delight of Bible Study through Zoom. 

 

For the next of our series of Bible Studies Robin would like to develop 

further the spiritual insight that comes from preparing a Bible passage 

for a sermon. We will use a randomly chosen Christmas Bible passage 

to work out (under Robin's guidance) how it could be preached. We will 

look together at context, main message and how illustration work 

together to make a sermon. Finally, at the end, Robin will preach “our” 

7-minute sermon back to the group! 

 

This is suitable for all levels of Bible knowledge and no one would be 

placed under any pressure to contribute. This process enables us to work 

at a deeper level of understanding with the passage. Sessions will be 

taking place Wednesday December 16th (7.15pm- Old Testament) 

and Thursday November 17th (8.00pm – New Testament)  

 

Simply contact Robin by email robinspittle@btinternet.com or text 

07443924285 and he will let you have the “Link” 

 

 

SILVER SCREEN LITE 

“Silver Screen Lite” will be returning with a Christmas Special from 

Morecambe and Wise!  The session will run from 2.30pm to 3.30pm 

on Monday 14th of December. Because our toilets can only be used in 

the event of necessity, we are proposing the whole thing to last no 

longer than an hour with the practicality of leaving at the half way point 

if needed. 

Either indicate through the Help Centre that you would like to attend or 

let Robin know by either phone 623388  or email 

robinspittle@btinternet.com  Numbers are limited by the need to sit at 

least 2 metres apart from people who are not in our household.  
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

This year Covid 19 and social distancing mean that services will be a 

mix of in church (we cannot accept more than 24 people) and using 

ZOOM.  

There will be a ZOOM CHRISTINGLE service at 4pm on Sunday 

13th December. 

This will raise money for the Children's Society charity so, in order that 

they do not miss out we are selling bags containing all you need to make 

an orange into a CHRISTINGLE for a minimum donation of £2 so 

money can be sent to the Children's Society. Bags can be purchased 

from Kiln farm. You can, of course, simply make up your own 

Christingle out of an orange, red ribbon, cocktail sticks, sweets and a 

birthday candle.  

Do join us online or assemble your Christingle on your own and 

remember the children that will be helped this Christmas. 

 

There will be three ZOOM CRIB SERVICES at 3, 4, and 5pm on 

Christmas Eve with songs, prayers and video clips so we hope you will 

be able to join in with one of them. Links for all these services can be 

found on our website https://www.askesgrave.org/christmas.htm  

 

From Monday 14th December 2020 - 6th January 2021 the Porch will 

be decorated with a Christmas Tree & Crib Scene and illuminated 

between the hours of 4pm and 9pm. We welcome you to come and have 

a look at your own convenience. Follow the stars on the porch gate to 

find the clues and solve the puzzle. Please adhere to social distancing 

guidelines and if it appears busy please consider returning at a different 

time. 

 

Why not take a photograph and upload it on our Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/Askesgrave 

 

https://www.askesgrave.org/christmas.htm
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WAITING, ANTICIPATION, EXCITEMENT –  

Lets do Advent differently this year 

Yesterday, our Lightwave group discussed Advent. The opening 

question for the group was, ‘What are you doing for Christmas?’ As 

expected, we discovered that for all of us, both Advent and Christmas 

Day itself will be different this year. We didn’t like this enforced 

difference, we wanted Christmas to be Christmas, as it’s always been. 

There was lots of talk about turkey, tinsel, sons and grandmothers, 

mums and grandchildren….we will miss our live carol services, sharing 

a mince pie over coffee….and so the conversation went on….until 

eventually, the tone started to change.  

I saw people sit up a bit straighter, chins held up a little higher, 

shoulders squared….‘it’s just one year’, ‘we can have wonderful parties 

when this is all over’….there were the brave faces and stiff upper lips.  

Next question: ‘Could Advent and Christmas 2020, despite coronavirus 

and tiers and government rules, be really special? Could it be an 

opportunity?’  

The word 'Advent' comes from Latin and means "coming."  And the 

Advent season is about looking forward to the coming of Christ to 

Earth. It is a season that focusses on waiting.  

We are used to waiting this year; we have become experts at it - waiting 

for the virus to go, waiting for lockdown to end, waiting to hug our 

loved ones again. But waiting doesn’t have to be bad, it can be 

completely beautiful. It can be a time of great anticipation, excitement, 

or waiting can be a time to be still, in peace.  

This year, without the distraction of endless shopping, I suggest we do 

Advent differently.    

Advent is a time to clear our hearts of worry, trusting in God. To put 

aside the things unsettling our minds.  It is a time to park our worldly 

cares. For if our hearts and minds are already full, they’ll be ‘no room in 

the inn’ for Christ to be born in us again.   

https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/christmas-and-advent/the-beautiful-meaning-and-purpose-of-advent.html


Advent means something new is coming. The dawn of a new and better 

era. It’s what the Christmas season is all about. It is the celebration of 

the ADVENT, the new era, when God broke into time and space and 

entered our world. 

STOP. Did you read that last sentence quickly? Can I please ask you to 

read it again. And can I ask you to read slowly, considering the words - 

God broke through time and space, clothing Himself in flesh, and 

entered our world.   

It sounds like something out of Dr Who! Just picture that Dr Who 

screen, the vast never ending infinity of galaxies, the chaos of space, 

star after star, planets….and God, God our everything, God the 

vastness, the Creator God, The Almighty, breaking through, breaking 

out, forming flesh….and being born….a baby….in a stable, in the 

prickly hay. Wow. Just wow.    

 

We are all so familiar with the Christmas story that in many ways it’s so 

easy to take it in our stride. We chose the turkey. We look forward to 

the next carol on the service sheet. We go to Tesco for the umpteenth 

time. There’s the last dash for that last present. We fill the car with 

petrol. Look for the missing bulbs in the string of lights. Try not to miss 

the last post. Greet our family…..and we listen to the Christmas story 

again. December is a rush. So much on our mind. Things we mustn’t 

forget. We slot it all into our bulging memories….. 

But not this year. This year is quieter. Less shopping. Less restaurant 

trips. Less rush. Less filling our minds. More time for God. Perhaps 

more time for the arrival of Christ? 

So I ask again, shall we do Advent differently this year?  

I asked our Lightwave group to consider this. We can spend this pre-

Christmas season miserable at our diminished Christmas, or, we can do 

something entirely different. We can do Advent. We can stop in our 

tracks on Advent Sunday and really think about that amazing first 

Christmas, trying to visualise our God breaking through time and space. 



Trying to visualise Him putting on flesh…..and being born, as our Lord 

Jesus, onto the hay.   

That is Christmas; and no virus, government rule, tier or closure can 

ever take that away. The awesomeness persists…and is coming. And it 

waits to be born as Christ Jesus in the manger of your heart.  

So this Advent let’s prepare a manger within us. Let’s use the unusual 

quietness to be still. And in that stillness let us clear our thoughts and 

open our hearts ready for Christ to be born again. Let us wait, getting 

quietly more and more excited each day, as we anticipate Christmas 

Day. And as we wake, as we open our eyes and realise its Christmas 

morning, let us smile quietly, enjoy that that very special moment, open 

our hearts fully, completely, and welcome Our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

Our Lord, with great joy into our hearts.  

Jesus Christ is the greatest gift ever given. The greatest gift you can ever 

receive.  

I wish you Joy, Love, Peace and Hope as you journey through Advent 

to Bethlehem, and ever deeper into Christ Jesus.  

 

Helen Wittgreffe 

 

 

THE ASK JOURNAL  

Just before the second lockdown we nipped to the bank to pay in a 

cheque.  It was outside opening hours and so we used the ATM.  It 

proceeded to swallow our card for no obvious reason! So, a return 

journey was needed next day to retrieve it, and we queued, socially 

distanced, along with all the other folks who had had their card 

swallowed, because the ATM had apparently experienced a fault!  No 

great harm done, but it was a Monday morning and we had work 

commitments we could have been getting on with, so it all felt a bit of a 

rush.  As I pulled out of the car park and trundled down the road, I 

noticed a car on the other side had pulled in behind some parked cars to 



let the vehicle in front of us through.  Very kind of them, I thought, and 

decided to flash to let them through as they had waited once already.  

Well! A lady proceeded to drive past and beamed and waved so 

furiously I had to double check that I didn’t actually know her and had 

missed that she was in fact a long-lost friend! She wasn’t – as far as I 

could tell, she was a complete stranger- but oh how she brightened my 

day! I found myself beaming about it all the way home and at various 

points throughout the day and week and telling others about it too. Her 

cheerfulness was infectious on a gloomy Monday morning, and 

hopefully her day had been brightened as well by the fact that I’d taken 

my foot off the pedal to do a little something for her.   

 

Funnily enough a few days later, a similar thing happened again.  We 

were driving down a narrow country lane and pulled into a passing 

place to enable a campervan to go through, and they too whizzed by 

smiling and waving!  

 

2020 has been a difficult year for everyone.  We’ve all missed our 

freedom and the ease with which we used to be able to go about our 

everyday lives and see different people and places.  But both these 

encounters highlighted to me once again how important the little things 

in life can be, especially as we live with the ever-changing restrictions 

during this pandemic.  In Proverbs 15:30 we read “A cheerful look 

brings joy to the heart of another”. This Christmas let us never 

underestimate the impact of small acts of kindness - a smile, a wave, a 

phone call, or a card through the post can have such a positive effect on 

another person.  As Mother Teresa once said, “In this life we cannot all 

do great things, but we can do small things with great love”. 

 

Jennie Fidler, Children & Family worker 

 

 



PRAYERS  

In Colossians 4:2-6, Paul tells us to be persistent in prayer, always 

giving thanks to God, no-matter what the situation.  Prayer is hugely 

important, especially now as we look to a very uneasy Autumn and 

Winter. Each Wednesday a group of people in the church pray for 

people we know who are in need, for our church and what's going on in 

the World. Whilst the church has been mostly closed, this has continued 

as shared prayers by email, making those people we pray for 

anonymous where requested. These prayers have become very popular, 

as a way for many more people to join in doing something to make a 

difference. Prayer requests (for anything) are sent to 

john.wittgreffe@btinternet.com or phoned in on 07857 838678 by 

Tuesday evening, and John puts them together in a respectful structure 

to bcc to everyone who can receive the email prayers so we can all join 

in the same prayers.  

 

Praying together for the same things has a special importance and 

significance. "Be anxious for nothing, but in everything, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace 

of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus" Philippians 4:6-7. Please contact John if 

you would like to add something for the weekly prayers and/or to 

receive the weekly prayers. Just send in whatever is on your heart, don't 

worry about using perfect English.  

If your prayer need is urgent, remember you can instead ask for your 

prayer to go on the Prayer Chain, which is sent to a number of faithful 

ministers and people who will be praying within 24 hours and often 

straight away. For the prayer chain you can also contact Sybil Holbrook 

on 07428 001819 or email ask.prayerchain@gmail.com. 

 

 

With thanks, John 

mailto:john.wittgreffe@btinternet.com
mailto:ask.prayerchain@gmail.com


 

                     
 

This Christmas, Lord, come to the manger of my heart. 

Fill me with Your presence from the very start. 

As I prepare for the holidays and gifts to be given, 

Remind me of the gift You gave when You sent Your Son from Heaven. 

 

The first Christmas gift, it was the greatest gift ever. 

You came as a baby born in a manger. 

Wrapped like the gifts I find under my tree, 

Waiting to be opened, to reveal Your love to me. 

 

Restore to me the wonder that came with Jesus' birth, 

when He left the riches of Heaven and wrapped Himself in rags of earth. 

Immanuel, God with us, Your presence came that night. 

And angels announced, "Into your darkness, God brings His Light." 

 

"Do not be afraid," they said, to shepherds in the field. 

Speak to my heart today, Lord, and help me to yield. 

Make me like those shepherd boys, obedient to Your call. 

Setting distractions and worries aside, to You I surrender them all. 

 

Surround me with Your presence, Lord, I long to hear Your voice. 

Clear my mind of countless concerns and all the holiday noise. 

Slow me down this Christmas, let me not be in a rush. 

In the midst of parties and planning, I want to feel Your hush. 

 

This Christmas, Jesus, come to the manger of my heart. 

Invade my soul like Bethlehem, bringing peace to every part. 

Dwell within and around me, as I unwrap Your presence each day. 

Keep me close to You, Lord. It's in Your wonderful Name I pray. 

 

Renee Swope, “The Manger of My Heart"  

https://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/encouragement/encouragement-for-today-december-14-2011.html


 



 



 



 



 



CHRISTMAS GIVING 2020 

As we draw near to the end of a very different year, the steadfastness of 

Christ’s love sustains us; a huge and heartfelt thank you to all who have 

generously given this year and kept our church going through such 

difficult times.  

All gifts large or small make a difference; thank you! 

The website details are on this link: 

https://www.askesgrave.org/supportus.htm and other details are here: 

• Occasional Giving     

If you would like to support our Church financially a simple BACS 

payment can be made to: 

Co-op Bank       Sort Code:               08-92-99   

                            Account Number:  65453375 

If you can also Gift Aid your donation, please print off a Gift Aid form 

from the All Saints Kesgrave website (see Support Us) and give me a 

ring on 07807 984589 

• Regular Giving (Direct Debit) 

          For regular giving please contact the Parish Giving Scheme 

(PGS) :  this is a direct debit scheme with built-in options for Gift Aid 

and inflation proofed giving            

          The phone number is 0333 002 1271 and you will need this 

information to hand:  

              a) personal bank account details and  

              b) the special ID for our church which is Kesgrave All 

Saints    330633093 

          If you would prefer a PGS pack please contact me and I will send 

you one 

https://www.askesgrave.org/supportus.htm


• Cheques      Please make cheques payable to Kesgrave PCC  and 

send to me 

• Envelope Giving:  if you have Weekly Envelopes that need 

collecting please phone me or place in the collection plate at any of 

the services. 

NEW: we now have a “Donate” button on the website: see the Home 

page on our website or https://www.askesgrave.org/supportus.htm 

We will also be having a QR code on our Newsletter to make the most 

of advances in Giving technology; grateful thanks to Ollie Scase for 

these additions. 

                            To donate online, scan the QR code 

with your phone below: 

 

Or go to askesgrave.org/supportus 

for more ways to give. 

 

For all queries please phone me on 07807 984589 

Thank you for supporting the work of All Saints Kesgrave 

 

Sally Wainman    (Local Giving Advisor) 

 

 

https://www.askesgrave.org/supportus.htm


SUPPORTING THE FIND FOODBANK 

Food donations for FIND can be made at participating East of England 

Co-ops, the large Waitrose branch at Futura Park, Crane Boulevard and 

at Sainsbury's Warren Heath. 

Financial donations can be made via cheque or by emailing for their 

bank account/gift aid details or online. 

Please see their Support Us page for full 

details  https://www.findipswich.org.uk/support-us 

Financial support is particularly helpful during the Festive season as it 

enables FIND to buy fresh produce for Christmas deliveries! 

If you have any questions please log onto the FIND website or contact 

me; I will set up the FIND table in church when we re-open for services. 

Sally Wainman      07807 984589 

 

 

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 

Thank you to all box holders for their generous donations during the 

past year.  This year’s total was greater than last years and amounted to 

£536.80.  This contribution to the charity is especially appreciated this 

year in view of the pandemic. 

If anyone would like to have one of these boxes please let me know by 

‘phoning 623486. 

 

Thank you, 

Daphne Rayment 

 

 

ASK WEBSITE 

Our new church website www.askesgrave.org has been up and running 

for a few months now, but remains an ongoing project, particularly 

during the coming days and weeks in light of COVID-19 developments.  

https://www.findipswich.org.uk/support-us
http://www.askesgrave.org/


We are trying to regularly update notices and information as they 

become available, as well as adding items onto our pages on The 

Church of England’s ‘A Church Near You’ site –  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2061/ 

Available on both websites are the Rev Robin Spittle’s ‘Thought for the 

Times’ videos, which can be accessed easily from the home pages. If 

you are on Facebook, please like and follow us on our page – All Saints 

Church Kesgrave 

https://www.facebook.com/Askesgrave/ 

 – where we will also upload important developments and information, 

videos and ideas for prayer and worship.   

 

ALL SAINTS CONTACT DETAILS 

Vicar    Rev Robin Spittle  01473 623388 

     robinspittle@btinternet.com 

Assistant Priest   Rev Chris Nunn        01473 622363 

     revchrisnunn@gmail.com  

Assistant Curate  Rev Gary Jones    01473 412329 

     gary.jones590@ntlworld.com 

Parish Administrator  Natalie Lawrence 07737821034 

     allsaints.parish@outlook.com 

Lay Readers    Martyn Shakespeare 01473 610367 

     Sally Wainman    07807 984589  

     mail@sallywainman.plus.com 

     Mike Bryer               01473 611143 

     bryermike@gmail.com   

Youth Worker   Ollie Scase  07484 254534 

     askyouthwork@gmail.com 

Children’s Worker  Jennie Fidler  07584420729 

     jenniefidler@yahoo.co.uk 

Church Wardens  Karen Pringle  01473 611472 

     karenpringle2303@gmail.com 

     Bob Bullamore    01473 729586 

     Bob.bullamore@gmail.com 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2061/
https://www.facebook.com/Askesgrave/
mailto:robinspittle@btinternet.com
mailto:revchrisnunn@gmail.com
mailto:gary.jones590@ntlworld.com
mailto:allsaints.parish@outlook.com
mailto:mail@sallywainman.plus.com
mailto:bryermike@gmail.com
mailto:askyouthwork@gmail.com
mailto:jenniefidler@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:karenpringle2303@gmail.com
mailto:Bob.bullamore@gmail.com


Deputy Church Warden Helen Wittgreffe       07825 004585 

     helen.wittgreffe@btinternet.com 

Hall Bookings   Bob Theobald  01473 620709 

     rwtheobald@btinternet.com  

Prayer Chain   Sybil Holbrook    07428 001819 

     ask.prayerchain@gmail.com 

     John Wittgreffe  07857 838678 

     john.wittgreffe@btinternet.com 

Safeguarding Officer  John Wittgreffe  07857 838678 

     john.wittgreffe@btinternet.com 

 

 

FINAL WORD 

Thanks for taking the time to read this edition, please don’t forget to provide 

us with feedback. 

 

Due to the legislation on May 25th 2018 we can only continue to send you 

information by email if you have granted permission. If you would like to 

receive this Newsletter electronically please email 

allsaints.parish@outlook.com  to be added to the distribution list. You will 

be welcome to unsubscribe at any time. Your e-mail address will not be 

passed on to third parties. 

Alternatively, it is available on our website (see below). 

 

For a further explanation of any of our activities please contact Rev Robin 

Spittle (623388) or robinspittle@btinternet.com 

Our Website- 

https://www.askesgrave.org 

You can also like us on Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/Askesgrave 

Or keep up to date with news and services on our A Church Near You Page 

– 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2061/ 

Issue 76 available from 27th December 2020- JANUARY 2021, please note 

should you wish to have something included in this issue the deadline is 15th 

December 2020. 
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