
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Third Sunday in the Kingdom Season 
 

November 15th 2020 
 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

 

 
Church Services (apart from Funerals) are suspended for the current lockdown. We still have our 

zoom services, e-newsletters and leaflet deliveries. 
Please also access the many options on line for worship and prayer.  

 
 

"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

Prayers for this Week 
 
 

O God from whose abundance all gifts and skills are lavishly bestowed, encourage us to 
use our talents as generously as you have allotted them, so that, being faithful to your 
purpose, we may become sharers in your glory. We make our prayer through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, your Son, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 

Merciful God resisting the iron fist which reaps where it does not sow: give us courage 
to accept your faith in us and compassion to stand with all who are cast aside; through 

Jesus Christ, who became nothing that we might have everything.  
Amen. 



Reading ~ Matthew 25:14-30 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘The kingdom of heaven is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and 
entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 
ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and 
made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who 
had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the 
master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came 
forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five 
more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a 
few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” And the one with the two 
talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more tal-
ents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, 
I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” Then the one who had received the one 
talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and 
gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you 
have what is yours.” But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I 
did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and 
on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the 
one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from 
those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the 
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” ’ 

Meditation 
 
     We have today the middle of the three parables that make up Matthew chapter 25. Last week, in a tale about 
an odd wedding, we have a very late arrival by the bridegroom, that caught half the bridesmaids unprepared. Next 
week, you will have to prepare yourself to be compared, rather unflatteringly, with either sheep, silly animals 
who crowd together, panic easily and are in need of protection; or goats, smelly animals with a penchant for mis-
chief and independence. One of the surprises of last week’s parable was the discouragement of sharing; today’s 
parable has at least two more counter-intuitive shocks, and next week scandals perhaps on a grander scale. 
 
      At the beginning of the parable the money is divided 5:2:1 and the end 11:4:0 – inequality has increased sig-
nificantly. If Jesus was lecturing on 21st century economics we might conclude that he was illustrating that un-
regulated trading systems do increase gaps in wealth, or that investing capital in projects produces a better return 
than simply getting bank interest. Is this a parable representing a timeless truism, “to all those who have, more 
will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be 
taken away.”? I might have preferred a parable in which Jesus seemed to be saying that a more equal sharing of 
resources was characteristic of the values of the kingdom. This might have the returned owner saying to the one 
that now had 10 talents; “Invest some of your well earned money in the poor soul who still only has one talent 
(for he was afraid), mentor him, give him the benefit of your advice, for you still have more money than you 
started with!” But, that is not the way the parable is told, anymore than the bridesmaids were encouraged to share 
their oil. 
 
        There is also a second thing that I notice, that equally verges on the scandalous. Are we to take it that God is 
appropriately to be compared to an absentee landlord? We know that in many periods of history, including in Je-
sus’ time in Palestine, that much land was owned by landlords who lived far away. The people who worked the 
land had little stake in it, other than to pay the rent. And, history is littered with tales of intolerant landlords insist-
ing on rent even in times of famine, evicting tenants when new land uses prove more profitable, and regarding 
those who labour on the land as disposable and unimportant.  
 
       For in our parable the landlord is definitely an absentee, in fact absent for much more time than was expected 
or reasonable. Are we to say that God is now absent? and gone away on a long journey? out of range or out of 
contact? Now, there are certainly some people who find God distant and inaccessible. Maybe, some people find it 
convenient to have a God who is quite distant. There are some people who may see God as only involved at some 
significant points; creation? at the time of Jesus’ life? some future culmination? but largely absent in between. In 
your opinion, in this parable, does the landlord represent God? 
 
        If we look at what the landlord does whilst he is on stage, rather than focussing on his absence; He does trust 
his tenants; He does give them talents; He does not treat everyone the same, but does have some insight as to  



their abilities. When he returns and summons the tenants, he does not demand a return of the original investment; 
what may have been thought of as a loan has become a gift. He does listen to his tenants, allowing them to have 
their say even when what they say is challenging. He does wish tenants to enter into joy with him. 
 
          When the tenant who still only has one talent is asked to explain himself, he accuses his landlord of being a 
harsh man, reaping where he did not sow, and gathering where he did not scatter seed. The landlord does call this 
servant both lazy and wicked, but he does not deny the charges against him. Indeed, he then suggests a route which 
is against the Jewish law, usury interest on investments. The poor tenant has admitted he was paralysed by fear, 
and now it seems his fear is justified. Perhaps we can explain this away by saying he is condemned for having a 
wrong picture of God. Perhaps, it is indeed because God does focus on gathering in regardless of where we start 
from. The tenant sees this as harshness and cause for fear. But, perhaps, the landlord reminds us that God’s desire 
is to welcome and gather all in; and this is fundamental to who God is. 
 
           In the parable of the bridesmaids, the foolish ones may try to blame either the wise ones for not sharing or 
the bridegroom for being late. In the talents the one servant may try to blame the landlord for his unequal distribu-
tion or his harsh nature. Whereas the wise bridesmaids have the necessities to celebrate the bridegrooms arrival. 
Whereas the other tenants have used their talents so they are invited to the party. Next week’s parable will address 
what using our talents means. Maybe, today’s parable is told in such a way so we do not focus on what the land-
lord does or says, but how we can be like the first two tenants, and use our talents whether God is watching or not. 
And to do so just because we are tenants and it is our nature. What has God given you? What are your talents? 
How are you using them? Don’t be modest! Don’t make excuses! Whether you regard yourself as having many or 
few talents, use them! And yes, be willing to embrace the joy of our master!    
 

  God bless, Andrew 

Prayers  
 

Praise to you, abundant God, for when we ask, you give; when we seek, you show the way. 
When we knock, you answer. Praise to you for your unfailing grace; make us now your faithful 

people. 
 

Heavenly Father, hear us as we pray for the unity of the Church. May we all be one that the 
world may believe. Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you, that 

the life of Christ may be revealed in us. 
 

We remember those who have died; Father into your hands we commend them. We praise you 
for your saints who have entered into your eternal glory. May we also come to share your heav-

enly kingdom. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from sickness, grief or trouble. In your presence may they 
find strength. 

 
Look with kindness on our homes and families. Grant that your love may grow in our hearts. 

Make us alive to the needs of our community; help us to share one another’s joys and burdens. 
Inspire and lead those who hold authority in the nations of the world; guide us and all people in 

the way of justice and peace. 
 

Strengthen all who minister in Christ’s name; give us courage to proclaim your Gospel. 
We pray for our own needs……… 

 
God of our hope, may your blessing empower our thanksgivings and our prayer; for we put our 

trust in you, living God, risking disappointment, risking failure, working and waiting expectantly. 
God of the Incarnation because you care for us and for our prayer, may our love for you and our 

likeness to you be strengthened every time we pray.  
 

Amen 


