
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Second Sunday in the Kingdom Season 
 

Remembrance Sunday ~ November 8th 2020 
 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

 

 
Church Services (apart from Funerals) are suspended for the current lockdown. We still have our 

zoom services, e-newsletters and leaflet deliveries. 
Please also access the many options on line for worship and prayer.  

 
 

"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

Prayers for this Week 
 
 

God of eternal wisdom, you alone impart the gift of right judgement. Grant us an un-
derstanding heart, that we may value wisely the treasure of your kingdom and gladly 
forgo all lesser gifts to possess that kingdom’s incomparable joy. We make our pray-

er through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 
 

Holy God, whose fire of love never goes out: free us from the fear of scarcity that 
keeps us out of love’s own feast; renew our trust in your abundance which knows no 

death and keep no count; through Jesus Christ, the oil of gladness.  
Amen. 



Reading ~ Matthew 25:1-13 
 
 

Jesus spoke this parable to the disciples: ‘Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their 
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their 
lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, 
all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, “Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out 
to meet him.” Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, “Give us 
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” But the wise replied, “No! there will not be enough for you and for 
us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom 
came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, “Lord, lord, open to us.” But he replied, “Truly I tell you, I do not know 
you.” Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 

Meditation 
 
         I was very pleased on Wednesday to conduct a wedding. The pandemic has meant there have been few this 
year. Wedding plans have had to change and adapt, and this was brought forward by 10 days to get it in before 
the restrictions again prevent weddings. We are in strange times so it was still a wedding with differences; masks, 
only 15 people, but I hope every bit as much meaning, significance and joy. 
 
        The wedding customs in the parable seem very different from ours. Bridegroom arriving late and long after 
the bridesmaids, and in the middle of the night! Parts of the message seem counter-intuitive. For when the bride-
groom finally arrives, one set of bridesmaids are not encouraged to share. They need their oil not only to wel-
come the bridegroom, but presumably to provide light for some time. When the foolish bridesmaids, who have 
really had to go the extra mile, go off in the middle of the night to get supplies, and finally return, they are denied 
entry in a brutal putdown “I do not know you”! Is the message of this parable simple to predict the boy scouts 
motto, “Be Prepared”? 
 
         Today is also Remembrance Sunday; “Be Prepared” could also be seen as good advice in preparation for 
War. Last week, I reread a book of an account of the Falkland war which I gave my Father some Christmases 
ago. Perhaps like all conflicts, it is only when they start that lack of preparation becomes apparent, in tactics and 
training, equipment and weapons, supplies and transport, as well as diplomacy. Certainly, that conflict did in 
some ways illustrate all of these. We remember the casualties of that Falklands conflict alongside the World Wars 
and all too many subsequent wars. For people in the UK it was perhaps the first war to have nightly TV reports, 
and for the tragic human cost to be brought vividly into our homes, which led to significantly greater identifica-
tion of, and sympathy for, post-traumatic stress. It also makes me realise that we are even less prepared for peace 
making. Peace making which does involve diplomacy and policy, but which also needs trained and equipped peo-
ple who are able to commit on the ground time and energy to actively build and strengthen peace and peaceful-
ness.  
 
        From 1867 there was a Ministry of War in our country, whose main aim was to administer the Army. But its 
name also indicated the widely accepted view that War was, and had always been, an extension of the means of 
diplomacy and a way of settling disputes between nations. In 1964, in the UK, this Ministry of War was com-
bined with the departments responsible for the Navy and Air Force, and renamed the Ministry of Defence. This 
accorded with received wisdom and the majority view of that time, that defending our values, democracy and 
sovereignty was what it was all about. In the very unlikely event of my being elected to high office, I have always 
said one of the first things, from my manifesto, to implement would be to rename that Government department 
the Ministry for Peace as a prelude to “Being Prepared” with people, equipment and policies for peacemaking, 
peacebuilding and peacefulness. We got it right in 1948 when we invented a national HEALTH service, rather 
than an illness service. Setting ourselves positive attitudes by positive names is a good first step. And on leaving 
such imaginary high office, my departing speech would hope that my successors would in the future take the 
brass plaques of the Ministry of Peace I had erected and replace them with the Ministry of Humanising  or possi-
bly, Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation, or even something beyond even my wildest dreams! 
 
        So back to our Gospel reading. We have been reading through Matthew’s Gospel all year since last Advent 
in our Church readings  (we shall focus on Mark from this Advent). We did read the last chapters of Matthew 
26,27,28 at Eastertime which tell of the last supper, betrayal, trial, crucifixion, burial and resurrection. Now we 
finish reading Matthew with chapter 25, immediately preceding the Easter story, which contains three parables. 



        The first and the last are unique to Matthew’s gospel, the middle is shared with Luke’s; the wise and foolish 
bridesmaids this week, and the talents and the sheep/goats in the following two. Matthew’s skill as an inspired 
writer is to bring Jesus’s teaching to a climax in these parables. 
 
       Today’s reading concludes with punchlines of the bridegroom saying to the bridesmaids who were absent be-
cause they were unprepared, “I do not know you”, and Matthew saying to us, the reader, “Keep awake therefore, 
for you know neither the day nor the hour.”  For me, in our current situation, I hear a call to be making the best of 
the current situation. Which is to repeat the challenge of a few weeks ago, how can I, how can we, continue to 
Love God, Love ourselves, Love our neighbour, and yes, on this remembrance Sunday, Love our enemy?  
 
      What can we do for those who are isolated, fearful, losing ways of life or jobs, separated from loved ones in 
this present lockdown. We are asked to keep awake by finding ways to show real love by communicating in many 
different ways, by meeting needs where possible, by curtailing the spread of infection, by supporting front line 
medical and care staff.  Today’s parable invites us to seize the moment, this moment, this time, this situation, to 
love enemies, neighbours, selves, for that is loving God. What’s in a name? God is love. Amen. 
 

  God bless, Andrew 

Prayers & Act of Remembrance 
 

We commit ourselves to work in penitence and faith for reconciliation between the nations, that 
all people may together; live in freedom, justice and peace. 

We pray for all who in bereavement, disability and pain continue to suffer the consequences of 
fighting and terror.  

We remember with thanksgiving and sorrow those whose lives, in world wars and conflicts past 
and present, have been given and taken away. 

 

They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old;  age shall not weary them, nor the years 
condemn; at the going down of the sun and in the morning, We will remember them. 

 
2 minutes SILENCE 

 
May the souls of the departed rest in peace, and through the mercy of God, 

may they rise in glory. May they rest in peace, and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
When you go home tell them of us and say, “for your tomorrow we gave our today”. 

 

Remember, Lord, those whose stories were unspoken and untold. 
Jesus, remember them when you come into your kingdom. 

Remember, Lord, those whose minds were darkened and disturbed by memories of war. Jesus, 
remember them when you come into your kingdom. 

Remember, Lord, those who suffered in silence, and those whose bodies were disfigured by inju-
ry and pain. Jesus, remember them  when you come into your kingdom. 

 

God, bless the peacemakers. 
Bless those who work in home and community to end a quarrel; bless those who keep faith with 
arguing churches; bless those who speak a careful word in corridors of power; bless those who 

live good and hopeful lives in refugee camps, those in internment, detention or prison; bless 
those who minister to the military; bless those who seek peace with you and give your peace 

away. 
 

Bless all our peacemakers with the powerful presence and support of your Holy Spirit, and the 
confidence that comes through following in the steps of Christ.  

 
Amen 


