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Watch the service - Worship at Home for the First 
Sunday of Advent with St Martin-in-the-Fields 
Mark the First Sunday of Advent with this online Comfort and Joy service. 
From St Martin in the Fields with Rev Sam Wells, the service observes the start of Advent 
with music, reflection and prayer. 

 
The service is to be broadcast from 9am on Sunday on the Church of England’s website, Facebook 
page and YouTube channel.  The service remains available to view afterwards. 

An order of service is available to download online.  

All of the video content is manually subtitled. To turn these on, go to the bottom left of the video and 
click the filled-in box with two broken lines inside. The service is BSL-interpreted throughout. 

** 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.youtube.com/user/ArchbishopsCouncil
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-11/Advent%201%20OOS%20VFF%20AFN.docx_0.pdf


Calling all singers, choristers and musicians in Lincolnshire! 

Abridged and edited transcript from Howard Williams, Assistant Pastor at Alive Church. You can 
watch the video at this link.Over the last number of months Christians from across the county have 
been singing the song 'The Blessing' from the Cathedral, over Lincolnshire.  

In 2021 it is hoped that churches from across Lincolnshire can gather together to sing it. Until then, 
and in the run up to Christmas, they wanted to do something that reveals God's love for the county 
through the local church. They have chosen to film and record a version of the song 'The 
Blessing'. 

They would like as many people from churches across to county to take part and would like to 
mobilise the singers, choristers and musicians to become part of a mighty choir contributing their 
voices to the song.  

In addition, they would also like to include footage of the way local churches are blessing and 
serving their communities through their outreach projects.  

They will be releasing the video in the run up to Christmas and believe that the video will be a 
great visual representation of the power of the united church and the way in which the church is 
mobilised across the county to bring the blessing of God wherever we are. 

There are two ways to be involved (PLEASE NOTE THE DEADLINE FOR SENDING 
SUBMISSIONS FRIDAY 4TH DECEMBER) 

Singers, choristers and musicians  

Follow this link which will take you to a Google Drive folder where you can download the backing 
track and all the instructions so you can create your own audio version, and your own video 
version of the song. You will also need to sign a photography consent form which is also published 
on the page.  

Community leaders 

If you lead, or are involved in, a project that blesses the local community then you can find the 
instructions of how you can create a video showing what you do through your project at the same 
link as above https://bit.ly/36Amxvx 

 

It is believed that as this song is sung over the county at Christmas it will be a wonderful testimony 
of the love of God, shown through the local church.   

 

 

https://vimeo.com/479299047
https://bit.ly/36Amxvx
https://bit.ly/36Amxvx


 

New Christmas resource 

A great new resource produced by St Alban’s Diocese 

They have created a nativity film with accompanying resources.  

This project is called The Hope of Christmas and is focussed on Christ, God’s hope among us in a 
year like no other.   
 The film comes with accompanying resources to enable worship and mission for churches and 
schools this Christmas (either online or in person).  There is a short promo film to give you an idea 
of the style.  
 
PDFs are available for: 
• School assemblies / collective worship 
• Family and children’s worship and craft session 
• All Age service 
• Prayer resources 
• Discussion session 

The Diocesan Digital Advent Calendar - Days 1-12 

A group of curates, led by Revd Sherine Angus (Alford Group of Churches) and Revd Rachel 
Reveley, Curate at Lincoln Cathedral and the benefice of Branston with Nocton & Potterhanworth) 
have been busy producing a digital Advent Calendar for the diocese which features short 
(between 1-3 minutes) festive messages from Bishop Nicholas and 20 other curates from around 
the diocese. 

http://www.thehopeofchristmas.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=332I1giuJ7s&feature=youtu.be


Each video has a title which provides a brief snapshot of the theme of the video, together with the 
name of the contributor. 

Here is a link to the actual Advent calendar if you would like the joy of opening the window and 
seeing the message contained in it. 

https://calendar.myadvent.net/?id=8058f3dd88b7026ff947a971c91baca9 

***Please note this will be live from midnight on Tuesday 1st December 2020*** 

 

 

Living in Love and Faith resources 
published as bishops issue appeal to 
Church to ‘listen and learn together’ 

09/11/2020 
The Church of England has published a landmark set of resources 

drawing together the Bible, theology, science and history with powerful real-life stories as it embarks on 
a new process of discernment and decision-making on questions of identity, sexuality, relationships and 
marriage. 
The product of three years’ work by more than 40 people, led by the Bishop of Coventry,  Living in Love 
and Faith includes a 480-page book, a series of films and podcasts, a course and an online library of 
other publications, in what is thought to be the most extensive work in this area by any faith group in 
the world.  It comes as the House of Bishops issues an appeal to the whole Church of England to 
participate in learning together, using the resources for open, honest and gracious discussion, listening 
and learning. 
A group of bishops, chaired by the Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, will lead the process of 
discernment and decision-making about a way forward for the church in relation to human identity, 
sexuality, relationships and marriage.  It is anticipated that the period of church-wide learning and 
engagement would take place during 2021. The House of Bishops would then bring the discernment 
and decision-making to a timely conclusion in 2022 which would then be put before Synod. 
In a foreword to the Living in Love and Faith resources, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, and 
Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell, acknowledge and apologise for the “huge damage and hurt” that 
has been caused particularly to LGBTI+ people within the Church. 
“At the heart of our failure is the absence of a genuine love for those whom God loves in Christ, 
knowing as God does every aspect of all of our lives,” they write.  
But addressing the future, they add: “Our prayer for the Church through this work is that collectively we 
demonstrate the same love to one another that we have experienced from God.”  
The book opens with an account of how Jesus invited people to sit down together as he fed the 5,000. It 
notes how Jesus often sat down with people with radically different lives and views.   In their invitation 
to the church, the bishops say: “Our prayer is that as all of us, the people of God, take time to listen and 
learn together, our love for one another will be deepened and our faith in Jesus Christ strengthened so 
that His joy will be made complete in us.” 

https://calendar.myadvent.net/?id=8058f3dd88b7026ff947a971c91baca9
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-and-faith
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-and-faith


 The Bishop of Coventry, Christopher Cocksworth, who oversaw the Living in Love 
and Faith project, said: “These learning resources are the fruit of an extraordinary 
collaborative process.  
“This has involved intense and prayerful study and reflection as well as listening to 
as wide a range of voices and experiences as possible.  Our hope is that through 
them people will be inspired by the Bible’s glorious and joyful vision of God’s 
intention for human life.  Questions of identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage 
are deeply personal with real life consequences. Engaging with these resources will 

be enriching and, at different points for different people, deeply challenging and uncomfortable.  They 
ask us to examine afresh what it means for Christians to live in love and faith. 
We offer them in the hope that the whole of the Church of England will embrace this opportunity to 
learn and reflect together across difference for the sake of our unity in Christ.”  

The Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, who will lead the ‘Next Steps Group,’ said: “The 
challenges of the pandemic have underlined how we need each other more than 
ever. At the same time, we can see how deeply divided the Church is over these 
questions, and we must seek God’s will by learning together, listening to each other 
and to God.We will encourage and support churches to do this in ways appropriate to 
their local contexts over the coming year, inviting people to reflect on their learning, 
both as groups and individually.  This must be a meaningful process with a clear way 
forward. However, it will not succeed without love, grace, kindness and compassion.”  

Find out more on the Living in Love and Faith website.   
The Bishop of Grantham has recorded a message in this video https://youtu.be/15SOCxaShDY 

 
 
LLF Update – 27th November 2020 

Several dioceses have now appointed ‘LLF Advocates’, inviting people to reflect on their 
learning in ways appropriate to local contexts, some even running ‘LLF study days’ for more 
than 200 clergy and lay ministers, with others scheduling similar days over the coming 
months for comparable numbers. Demand for the LLF resources has also been higher than 
anticipated: the LLF book is currently being reprinted after selling out within just the first 
two weeks, triggering CHP’s highest ever month for online book sales (with the LLF book at 
number one and the LLF course at number three). There have also been more than 3500 
registrations for the online learning hub and near 70,000 views of the LLF pages on the 
Church of England website since its launch. 

LLF draws together the Bible, theology, science, and history with powerful real-life stories, in 
what is understood to be the most extensive undertaking of any church to hear and 
articulate as wide a range of voices, lived experiences and theological understandings as 
possible in this area. The LLF resources – which include a 5-session course for local groups – 
are designed to facilitate open, honest, and gracious discussion – an evolution of 
engagement, for churchgoers across the country over the coming year. The LLF process of 
listening and learning together is expected to be challenging – and for it to flourish, will 
need us all to exemplify kindness, compassion, love, and grace.  

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-and-faith
https://youtu.be/15SOCxaShDY
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-and-faith/living-love-and-faith-book
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-and-faith/living-love-and-faith-course
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-and-faith/living-love-and-faith-learning-hub


Visitor and worshipper numbers to England’s cathedrals 
grew prior to lockdown 

England’s cathedrals continue to play a huge role in the worship, heritage, and civic life  of the country 
according to the latest figures from the Church of England.  

In 2019, 1.3 million people attended services at 
cathedrals across the country, with midweek 
service attendance continuing to grow.  
England’s cathedrals also attracted nearly 10 
million visitors a year, the new 
data predating Covid-19 restrictions shows.  In 
2019, a weekly total of 37,300 people attended 
cathedral services - an increase of 13 percent 
from 2009. While Sunday attendance remained 
stable, attendance at midweek services grew by 
35 per cent over the decade.  Christmas and 
Advent service attendance also rose over the 
same 10-year period, with 2019 showing record 
high reported numbers for advent events including carol services, concerts and nativity plays.  
Attendances at public or civic services in cathedrals grew to just under 1.8 million people in 2019, which 
includes special services and graduation ceremonies. 

Cathedrals reported a total of 9.7 million visitors in 2019, just below the highest-ever figure of 10.1 
million reported in 2018.  Additionally, Westminster Abbey drew an additional 4,400 weekly 
worshippers, and totalled 1.27 million annual visitors meaning nearly 11 million people visited a 
cathedral or Westminster Abbey in 2019.  A 2014 study estimated that in normal times cathedrals 
contribute a total of £220 million to local economies, creating around 5,500 jobs. Cathedrals rely on 
visitor income to maintain excellence in worship, community outreach and heritage accessibility. 

Much-needed support grants totalling £17.5 million have so far been received from Government, 
alongside additional contributions from Charities and the Church Commissioners in 2020. These have 
helped cathedrals to cope with the shortfall in visitor numbers caused by measures to minimise the 
spread of Covid-19. 

Adapting to Covid-19 restrictions 
 

Cathedrals have found new ways to engage 
worshippers and visitors safely since the 
introduction of lockdown restrictions. Every 
cathedral able to re-open to the public has achieved 
the Visit Britain’s industry standard and consumer 
charter mark ‘Good to Go’ which means visitors can 
be confident that cathedrals are taking all the 
necessary steps to help ensure people’s safety in line 
with latest Government and Public Health guidance.   

https://www.churchofengland.org/media/22440
https://www.churchofengland.org/media/22440
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.visitbritain.org%2Fbusiness-advice%2Fwere-good-go-industry-standard&data=04%7C01%7Cnick.edmonds%40churchofengland.org%7Ca34e88d67ef540639a5708d88c7b4d36%7C95e2463b3ab047b49ac1587c77ee84f0%7C0%7C0%7C637413808511578128%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Rpobpx95T61Z7KSWTkocWjgTjENcUyzoysjmo83PHG0%3D&reserved=0


Across the Church of England, more than 
17,000 online services and events have been 
provided following the introduction of the 
lockdown and restrictions on public worship in 
March, according to a report published in 
October.  Durham Cathedral recently launched an 
online prayer community, with around 1,500 
people regularly engaging with daily streamed 
services. 

Professional cathedral choirs were among the first 
to resume choral worship, including with 
weekly BBC Radio 3 broadcasts which reach an estimated audience of 300,000 each week.  
 
Winchester Cathedral’s ‘Kings & Scribes’ Exhibition achieved the accolade of ‘most improved heritage 
development’ in the UK Heritage Awards. Elsewhere, St Paul’s Cathedral launched 'Remember Me' an 
online book of remembrance for the COVID-19 pandemic. St Paul’s also explored new ways to worship  
at home including ‘Choir of the Nation’ - a remote singing project that saw people sing hymns from 
their homes all over the world to celebrate Easter, VE day and St George’s Day.  
 
Salisbury, Bradford, Lichfield, St Edmundsbury and Norwich Cathedrals all created virtual tour facilities 
for visitors with others, including Chelmsford, Carlisle, Salisbury and Ely, using external lighting to 
create a ‘Light of Hope’ installation for All Saints’ tide, while an outdoor pets’ blessing service was held 
at Southwell.  St Albans Cathedral launched a crowdfunding campaign to create a socially distanced 
firework display when the usual city fireworks could not go ahead – the event raised a record £30,000 
for local charities.  Chichester Cathedral is currently virtually-showcasing work by 35 local artists who, 
as part of an arts festival, were asked to reflect on their experiences of the pandemic and the spirit of 
togetherness experienced in West and East Sussex. 
 
Remembrance services went ahead either streamed or outdoors, and people were encouraged to take 
part from home. Cathedrals are currently re-imagining Christmas this pandemic year with a range of 
plans - from online Advent calendars to virtual Christingles all aiming to bring comfort and joy in 
challenging times. It is hoped that carol services and Christmas worship will be able to go ahead in a 
Covid-safe manner, pending Government guidance. 

The Chair of the Association of English Cathedrals, Adrian Dorber, who is Dean of Lichfield, said:  “It’s 
encouraging to see attendance at cathedrals holding steady up until the onset of COVID-19. Cathedrals 
continue to offer a reliable, accessible source of Christian presence and engagement with their 
communities.  We’ve had to rise to the challenge of lockdown and restrictions in a variety of ways, but 
the crisis has catalysed our use of digital media and opened up a whole new way of reaching a new and 
diverse public.  When we have been able to open for worship we’ve done so safely, meeting Covid -
secure guidelines. Opening for daily private prayer has been welcomed by many, with innovative uses 
of time and space.  Cathedrals receive many prayer requests online and people come to us wanting to 
light candles and stand still in holy, calm and beautiful places.  Naturally, we’re also grateful for public 
and charitable funds which, recognising the roles we play in our communities, have enabled us to keep 
going during terrible financial weather and allowed us to come up with recovery and renewal plans.  
 
“We’re up for fresh challenges – we just hope the scale of them won’t be as testing as those of 2020!”  

** 

https://www.churchofengland.org/news-and-media/news-and-statements/more-17000-online-services-and-events-provided-church-england


A new series of the Channel 4 programme Britain’s Most Historic Towns, began on 
Saturday 7 November.  This can also be seen on All4 – Channel 4’s catch-up service. 
 
Presented by Dr Alice Roberts, the first episode is medieval Lincoln which features Lincoln 
Cathedral and Lincoln Castle among others. 

You can watch Britain’s Most Historic Towns on Saturday evenings at 8pm on Channel 4. 

The full series includes: 

Medieval Lincoln – 7 November 
Restoration London – 14 November 
Portsmouth Age of Empire – 21 November 
Elizabethan Plymouth – 28 November 
Glasgow Age of Steam – 5 December 
Georgian Edinburgh – 12 December 
Industrial Revolution Manchester – 19 December 

Churches are holding a month of prayer during 
second lockdown 

The Archbishops of Canterbury and York and a number of senior 
church leaders are inviting Christians across the nation to 
participate in the month of prayer during the second lockdown. 
 
Throughout the month, Christians are encouraged to pray daily 

for a specific area of national concern, wherever they are, culminating in a collective moment of 
prayer at 6pm each evening, with cathedrals and churches across the country invited to ring a 
bell at this time. 
  
Christians are encouraged to follow a simple seven-day prayer cycle, praying for a specific area 
each day including the NHS and frontline workers, the bereaved, and those struggling with 
physical and mental ill-health, and for children and young people. 
 
Prayers and other resources will be shared on social media with the hashtag 
#PrayerForTheNation and on this webpage.   

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/call-prayer-nation


Update on Church’s response to IICSA report 

Following the publication (Oct 6) of its overarching IICSA report, the Church’s national governing bodies 
have all endorsed a motion apologising to victims and survivors and committing to urgently 
implementing the six IICSA recommendations. There will be a particular focus on independent 
safeguarding and redress for survivors and victims 

Project groups will be set up including for independence and redress work streams. The independence 
workstream is about scoping the best structure for independent oversight of  the National Safeguarding 
Team, NST, in place of the Archbishops’ Council. The House of Bishops also agreed that an interim 
arrangement is put in place prior to the  establishment of this new body. 

A further project group will also be set up to implement Recommendation 1 which proposes that 
diocesan safeguarding officers (DSOs) employed locally would be professionally supervised and quality 
assured by the National Safeguarding Team. 

The Archbishops’ Council committed to finding significant additional financial resource to support the 
interim support scheme for survivors, which was announced in September, while work begins on a full 
redress scheme. The NST is in the process of appointing a new staff member to lead on the redress 
work. 

It was agreed that workstreams must be undertaken in consultation with victims, survivors and all 
relevant Church bodies 

The National Safeguarding Steering Group will establish a coordinating subgroup to oversee the work 
on all six IICSA recommendations and ensure they are implemented swiftly with the particular focus on 
independence and redress for survivors and victims. The recommendations also focus on CDM reform, 
information sharing and external audit.   

A full background paper on these proposed changes has been published for a presentation and debate 
at General Synod which meets online from November 23-25 (timetable) with a further detailed 
response to the recommendations then to be drawn up, published and sent to IICSA.  

    

 
** 

Government calls for individuals to respond to Faith 
Engagement Review 

The Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, has welcomed the opportunity for people nationally to respond to 
an independent review on Government engagement with faith communities, which will help to shape 
relationships now and in the future. 
 
The review, which predates the Covid-19 pandemic, will nonetheless inform how government engages 
with faith groups during the Covid-19 recovery phase and beyond.   

The Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, who leads the Church of England’s Recovery Group, said:  “Faith is 
at the heart of so many of our communities, across the length and breadth of the country.   This 
welcome consultation from the Government is an opportunity to demonstrate and explore how faith 
enriches and empowers our lives and our relationships with one another.  I believe it can play a 
fundamental role in building a stronger, more tolerant society for the future.   I would urge as many 

https://www.churchofengland.org/news-and-media/news-and-statements/statement-publication-iicsa-report
https://www.iicsa.org.uk/publications/investigation/anglican-church/part-d-conclusions-and-recommendations/d4-recommendations
https://www.churchofengland.org/safeguarding/overview/news-and-views/unanimous-support-archbishops-council-safeguarding-proposals
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-11/GS%202184%20Safeguarding.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-11/Outline%20Timetable%20for%20a%20November%202020%20Synod%20update%202%20Nov_0.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence


people as possible to get involved by responding to the consultation, ensuring that the voices of our 
faith communities are heard.”  

This consultation will last for 4 weeks from 13 November until 11 December 2020.   The report can be 
read at https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-
evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence 

 
 
Lincoln Cathedral 

The Chapter Letter 22nd November 2020 

At morning prayer each day during this Kingdom season we have been using the canticle of the 
New Creation from the prophet Isaiah. 

I will make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert. 
  ‘I am the Lord, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King.’ 
  Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, 
  ‘Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. 
  ‘Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
  ‘I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert, 
   to give drink to my chosen people, 
  ‘The people whom I formed for myself, that they might declare my praise.’ 
It has been something of a respite amongst the doom laden scripture readings from the 
apocalyptic writings of the Books of Daniel and Revelation! 
Mary Grey in her book The outrageous pursuit of hope, describes how the work of all the great 
prophets is above all of imagination, full of promise, movement and dynamism. 
I would add to that resistance. A refusal to accept and be limited by the current predicament, or 
any pessimistic narrative. Rather, holding fast to the hope in our hearts through faith. 

One of the powerful ways we can enact this hope is in our ability to greet each new day, no matter 
what challenges it brings, with a deep assurance that God is faithful and with us always. We 
defiantly hold fast, sometimes by our fingertips, to that the vision and prophetic imagination of a 
world of justice, peace and joy. Every day becomes holy ground when we can receive it as a gift 
and look for the signs of blessing and divine presence. Keeping on, keeping on, no matter how 
weary, broken, or anxious life may be, confident that God is with us in the midst of whatever 
befalls, provides us with the ability to take that grace-filled, resistant and resilient stance of 
enacted hope. 

May God grant us all the grace to choose to welcome the gift of a new day, knowing that whilst the 
present may be a volatile and uncertain reality, the day lies open before us with countless 
opportunity and potential to make a difference and be the enactment of that hopeful vision of a 
new Creation and a world made whole. 

Mary Grey writes: Wherever the flickering sparks are fanned to flame, wherever candles are lit in 
the darkness, the Spirit-filled servants of God, be they individuals or communities, be they the 
creatures of the wounded earth itself, reveal that even in the deepest affliction hope is not 
extinguished. 
DEAN CHRISTINE 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence


As England entered its second national lockdown from Thursday 5 November, Lincoln 
Cathedral is once again open for individual private prayer only. 
As part of the new government measures which have been introduced, public services are 
temporarily suspended, events are cancelled and tourist visits can no longer take place, however, 
live services from the Cathedral will be shared online to allow worship to continue. 

 

Advent Procession Service 
As we will still be in lockdown at the start of Advent, this year’s procession service is being pre-
recorded and will be available online on Advent Sunday, 29 November, at 6pm. 
https://lincolncathedral.com/worship-music/home-worship-resources/video-reflections/ 
It will also be on the Cathedral’s Facebook page. 
https://www.facebook.com/Lincoln.Cathedral 
The order of service will also be available on the Cathedral website at the following link: 
https://lincolncathedral.com/worship-music/home-worship-resources/orders-of-service/ 
 

** 

Roof Alarm Grants available 

 (Pictured is the Revd Neil Knox and colleague laying 
a temporary covering after their lead was stolen in 
2019).  

Allchurches Trust has given a generous grant to 
the Lincoln Diocese to assist with the installation 
of roof alarms to protect vulnerable lead 
roofs.  This will pay for up to 50% of the cost of 
installing a roof alarm system, capped at a 
maximum of £2,500 per church, excluding 
VAT.  The grant is being administered through 

the Diocese of Lincoln. 
As many of you know, there was a major spate of lead theft across the Diocese in 2018, 2019 and 
at the beginning of this year.  In response to this we have been working closely with Lincolnshire 
Police to identify which remaining lead roofs are most vulnerable to metal theft.  Experience 
through this and earlier periods of metal theft shows that having a roof alarm will act as a deterrent 
and if the worst happens and a theft does occur, having an alarm gives parishes the reassurance 
of far greater insurance cover and payout.  Depending on the scale of the building, one aisle can 
cost around £60,000 to recover in terne coated stainless steel, and we recognise this is a crippling 
amount for a parish to find if they are under insured and without an alarm. 
The grant criteria are: 

• The type of alarm and the supplier must be approved by your insurer. 
• The PCC must agree to pay for the annual maintenance of the alarm for at least five years. 
• You have not already had a grant from Allchurches Trust for this purpose. 

If your PCC is interested in applying for a grant, please contact Fran Bell, Church Development 
Officer in the first instance at: fran.bell@lincoln.anglican.org 

https://lincolncathedral.com/worship-music/home-worship-resources/video-reflections/
https://www.facebook.com/Lincoln.Cathedral
https://lincolncathedral.com/worship-music/home-worship-resources/orders-of-service/
mailto:fran.bell@lincoln.anglican.org


 

LRSN is open for business and ready, willing and able to help you, whatever your problem, wherever you are in 
Lincolnshire. If you or someone you know needs to talk through an issue, please contact us using our helpline 

number, 0800 138 1710.  Visit  www.lrsn.co.uk 

** 

RoadHoG November 2020 newsletter published 

RoadHoG bus visits to Sibsey have been suspended for the lockdown period. 

The November newsletter has been published http://roadhogbus.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/11/112-November-2020.pdf 

If you have ever considered joining one of our RoadHoG Teams and would like to attend a training session, 
please do get in touch with us.  Attending the training will not mean that you will automatically have to 
regularly join a Team at a Stop, but you will get a taste of what we do and, whether you ultimately decide 
to work within the Project or not, you will be made extremely welcome. To arrange to join the training 
sessions, you can contact us through the website www.roadhogbus.org.uk or just type RoadHoG Boston 
into your browser and leave a message along with your contact details. 

 

  

http://roadhogbus.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/112-November-2020.pdf
http://roadhogbus.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/112-November-2020.pdf
http://roadhogbus.org.uk/


Take 1 minute a day to report your health daily on the COVID-19 Symptom 
Study app even if you are well.  Help science beat the virus. 

    Find out more at https://covid.joinzoe.com/ 

  

https://covid.joinzoe.com/


Latest figures 
The Johns Hopkins Covid-19 Dashboard appears to be one of the best source for statistics on the spread of 
the virus.  It is possible to see statistics and graphs for 188 countries with the latest known information. 
 

 
 

 
 
  

https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6


Mental health 
• The Church of England has produced some mental health reflections to help you in this time of 

uncertainty. You can access them at:  cofe.io/MentalHealth. 

• The Mental Health Foundation has also produced some useful resources, which can be found at: 
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus 

• You can find a host of other mental health resources from a variety of different organisations and 
charities.       https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-
supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/ 
                 https://www.mind.org.uk  

• Some helpful books and resources are also available from Sacristy Press at 
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources#  

 
Further links to mental health charities can be found on the NHS webpages at 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mental-health-helplines/ 
 

Topical Prayers 

The Church of England website offers words you can use in your prayers for all kinds of situations 
ranging from the everyday to personal situations, family events and prayers for others.  If you need 
some help finding the right words, please go to the Church of England website here 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/topical-prayers 

Advent and Christmas 2020 

 
This Christmas the Church will need, in the words of St Paul in Romans 12.15, to ‘Rejoice with those 
who rejoice; weep with those who weep’. We will aim to celebrate where we can together in one place 
– but also embrace a wider community that wants to join in the celebration but may not be physically 
able – or emotionally ready – to do so. We hope that Comfort and Joy will enable us to build a 
campaign that both enables us to reconnect with the rich and joyous traditions of the past and to offer 
God’s consoling love in the present.  
 
There will be weekly reflections published on social media and available by email and app for each 
Sunday of Advent. We have partnered with a number of public figures to produce short reflections 
exploring the theme. Comfort and Joy: Nine Lessons and Carols for Christmas  mirrors the structure of a 
traditional carol service, exploring both biblical texts and the words of much-loved Christmas carols. 

The reflections for each day from Christmas Day to 2 January feature contributions from Kate Bottley, 
Jonathan Bryan, Bob Chilcott, Martha Collison, Stephen Cottrell, Guli Francis-Dehqani, Chine 
McDonald, Sally Phillips and Justin Welby. The booklet is introduced by the Archbishops and has been 

https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mind.org.uk/
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mental-health-helplines/
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/topical-prayers


edited by the Ven John Kiddle, Archdeacon of Wandsworth, author of the best-selling God With Us: 
Your Christmas Journey. 

They will also be made available freely via audio, smart speaker, as well as via app and email formats 
with accompanying prayer activities for children and families.  

Working with the Archbishop of York's Youth Trust and the Evangelism & Discipleship team, we will also 
produce a series of youth reflections in December. 

National online services streaming dates 

In collaboration with a range of Christian charities and organisations, we will produce nine online 
services throughout Advent and Christmas. This will include an online service for each Sunday of 
Advent, a Christingle with the Children's Society, nine lessons and carols and midnight services. 
Charities involved include Christian Aid, Church Army, Embrace and Marie Curie. The online weekly 
services have been very well received on social media and continue to attract a diverse audience 
including regular churchgoers, people exploring faith and a wide age demographic. They will all be 
broadcast on the Church's YouTube and Facebook pages. 

• 29 November 9:00am - Worship at Home for the First Sunday of Advent with St Martin-in-
the-Fields 

• 6 December 9:00am - Worship at Home for the Second Sunday of Advent with HOPE Together 

• 13 December 9:00am - Worship at Home for the Third Sunday of Advent. A Christingle service 
with The Children's Society 

• 20 December 9:00am - Worship at Home for the Fourth Sunday of Advent with Marie Curie 

• 22 December 9:00am - Worship at Home: A service of Lessons and Carols with Christian Aid 

• 24 December 11:30pm - Worship at Home: Midnight Mass with the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and the Bishop of Dover 

• 27 December 9:00am - Worship at Home for the First Sunday of Christmas with Church Army 

• 31 December 9:00am - Worship at Home: A service with the Archbishop of York on New 
Year's Eve 

• 3 January 9:00am - Worship at Home for Epiphany with Embrace the Middle East 

 

Daily Hope 

Daily Hope is a free phone number (0800 804 8044) offering music, prayers and reflections as well 
as full worship services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone line. We are delighted 
that the Comfort and Joy reflections, services and some of the music will also be available 
throughout Advent and Christmas. This will enable as many people as possible to access the content 
we are developing. 

 

  

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online/weekly-online-services
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online/weekly-online-services
https://www.youtube.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland


 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 


