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Morning Prayer for Sunday 22nd November Christ the King 

Preparation 

O Lord, open our lips 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

In your resurrection, O Christ, 
let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia. 

We have come together in the name of Christ 
to offer our praise and thanksgiving, 
to hear and receive God's holy word, 
to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 
 
Prayers of Penitence 
 
Jesus says, 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.' 
So let us turn away from our sin and turn to Christ, 
confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 

O King enthroned on high, 
filling the earth with your glory: 
holy is your name, 
Lord God almighty. 
In our sinfulness we cry to you 
to take our guilt away, 
and to cleanse our lips to speak your word, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse you from your sins, 
and restore you in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen
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Blessed is the Lord, 
for he has heard the voice of our prayer; 
  
Therefore shall our hearts dance for joy 
and in our song will we praise our God.  

This prayer of thanksgiving is said  

Blessed are you, Lord God of our salvation, 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
As once you ransomed your people from Egypt 
and led them to freedom in the promised land, 
so now you have delivered us from the dominion of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your risen Son. 
May we, the first fruits of your new creation, 
rejoice in this new day you have made, 
and praise you for your mighty acts. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever.  

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 

Silence is kept 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

Hymn 

Let all the world in every corner sing 
sung by the Choral Scholars of St Martin-in-the-Fields 
 
 
1 Let all the world in every corner sing: 
 My God and King! 
 The heavens are not too high, 
 his praise may thither fly; 
 the earth is not too low, 
 his praises there may grow. 
 Let all the world in every corner sing: 
 My God and King! 
 
2 Let all the world in every corner sing: 
 My God and King! 
 The church with psalms must shout, 
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 no door can keep them out; 
 but above all, the heart 
 must bear the longest part. 
 Let all the world in every corner sing: 
 My God and King! 
 
George Herbert (1593-1633) 
 
 

 The Word of God 
Psalm 95: 1-7 

1    O come, let us sing to the Lord;  ♦ 
let us heartily rejoice in the rock of our salvation. 

2    Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving  ♦ 
and be glad in him with psalms. 

3    For the Lord is a great God  ♦ 
and a great king above all gods. 

4    In his hand are the depths of the earth  ♦ 
and the heights of the mountains are his also. 

5    The sea is his, for he made it,  ♦ 
and his hands have moulded the dry land. 

6    Come, let us worship and bow down  ♦ 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

7    For he is our God;  ♦ 
we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen.  

Old and New Testament Readings 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

God the True Shepherd 

For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As 
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek 
out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a 
day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them 
from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the 
mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed 
them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they 
shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of 
Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the 
Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, 
and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with 
justice. 

Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the 
lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals 
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with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no 
longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 

I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall 
feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David 
shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken. 

This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Ephesians 1:15-end 

Paul’s Prayer 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that 
is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under 
his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills all in all. 

This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
Hymn 
 
All people that on earth do dwell 
sung by the Choral Scholars of St Martin-in-the-Fields 
1 All people that on earth do dwell, 
 sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 
 him serve with fear, his praise forth tell, 
 come ye before him, and rejoice. 
 
2 The Lord, ye know, is God indeed; 
 without our aid he did us make; 
 we are his folk, he doth us feed, 
 and for his sheep he doth us take. 
 
3 O enter then his gates with praise, 
 approach with joy his courts unto; 
 praise, laud, and bless his name always, 
 for it is seemly so to do. 
 
4 For why? the Lord our God is good; 
 his mercy is for ever sure; 
 his truth at all times firmly stood, 
 and shall from age to age endure.. 
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5 To Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 
 the God whom heaven and earth adore, 
 from men and from the angel-host 
 be praise and glory evermore. 
 
William Kethe, (fl 1559-died 1594) 
 

 
Gospel Reading 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
You, Christ, are the King of glory, 
the eternal Son of the Father. 
Alleluia. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord  
 

Matthew 25:31-end 

The Judgement of the Nations 

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the 
throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people 
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the 
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right 
hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you 
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 
me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and 
gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you 
a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we 
saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, 
just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to 
me.” Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into 
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not 
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit 
me.” Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” Then he will answer 
them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to 
me.” And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sermon 
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Hymn     

King of kings, majesty 
sung by the Choral Scholars of St Martin-in-the-Fields 
 
1 King of kings, majesty, 
 God of heaven living in me, 
 gentle Saviour, closest friend, 
 strong deliverer, beginning and end, 
 all within me falls at your throne. 
 Your majesty, I can but bow,  
 I lay my all before you now.  
 In royal robes I don't deserve  
 I live to serve your majesty,  
 I live to serve your majesty.  
  
2 Earth and heaven worship you, 
 love eternal, faithful and true, 
 who bought the nations, ransomed souls, 
 brought this sinner near to your throne; 
 all within me cries out in praise. 
 Chorus  
 
Jarrod Cooper  
© Sovereign Lifestyle Music Ltd., PO Box 356, Leighton Buzzard, LU7 3WP 
  
 
Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 

Intercessions 
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Let us with confidence present our prayers and supplications to the throne of grace. 
 
We pray for all those in positions of power, 
that they may govern with wisdom and integrity, 
serving the needs of their people. 
May your reign come; 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
We pray for the Church, the sign of your reign, 
that it may extend your welcome to people of every 
race and background. 
May your kingdom come; 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for Christians of every denomination, 
that together we may come to understand 
the royal priesthood you bestowed on us in baptism. 
May your dominion come; 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those whose commitment to truth 
brings them into conflict with earthly powers, 
that they may have the courage to endure. 
May your rule come; 
 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
We pray for this community of faith, 
that attentive to your word 
we may always worship in spirit and in truth. 
May your reign come; 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Loving God, 
you have taught us that the power of the heart 
is greater than the power of wealth and might. 
Hear us as we pray for the fulfilment of your reign. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our King; 
to him be glory and power for ever. 
Amen. 

The Collect of the day is said 
Eternal Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven 
that he might rule over all things as Lord and King: 
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit and in the bond of peace, 
and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet; 
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who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
The Lord’s Prayer is said 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 
let us pr with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

The Conclusion 

Here notices may be given 

Hymn      

Forth in the peace of Christ we go 
sung by the Choral Scholars of St Martin-in-the-Fields 
 
 
1 Forth in the peace of Christ we go; 
 Christ to the world with joy we bring; 
 Christ in our minds, Christ on our lips, 
 Christ in our hearts, the world's true King. 
 
2 King of our hearts, Christ makes us kings; 
 kingship with him, his servants gain; 
 with Christ, the Servant-Lord of all, 
 Christ's world we serve to share Christ's reign. 
 
3 Priests of the world, Christ sends us forth 
 this world of time to consecrate, 
 our world of sin by grace to heal, 
 Christ's world in Christ to re-create. 
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4 Prophets of Christ, we hear his Word; 
 he claims our minds, to search his ways; 
 he claims our lips, to speak his truth; 
 he claims our hearts, to sing his praise. 
 
5 We are his Church, he makes us one; 
 here is one hearth for all to find; 
 here is one flock, one Shepherd-King; 
 here is one faith, one heart, one mind. 
 
James Quinn  (1919-2010) 
© 1969, 1987 OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.  All rights reserved.  Used with 
permission. 
 
Stir up, O Lord, 
the wills of your faithful people; 
that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, 
may by you be plenteously rewarded; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Blessing and dismissal 
Christ our King make you faithful and strong to do his will, 
that you may reign with him in glory; 
and the blessing … 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
In the name of Christ 
Amen. 
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