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¶Morning Prayer 15th November 2020 

2nd Sunday before Advent 

Preparation 

O Lord, open our lips 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

In your resurrection, O Christ, 
let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia. 

We have come together in the name of Christ 
to offer our praise and thanksgiving, 
to hear and receive God's holy word, 
to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 
 
 
Prayers of Penitence 
 
Jesus says, 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.' 
So let us turn away from our sin and turn to Christ, 
confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
  
Lord God, 
we have sinned against you; 
we have done evil in your sight. 
We are sorry and repent. 
Have mercy on us according to your love. 
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. 
Renew a right spirit within us 
and restore us to the joy of your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse you from your sins, 
and restore you in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Blessed is the Lord, 
for he has heard the voice of our prayer; 
  
Therefore shall our hearts dance for joy 
and in our song will we praise our God.  

This prayer of thanksgiving is said  

Blessed are you, Lord God of our salvation, 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
As once you ransomed your people from Egypt 
and led them to freedom in the promised land, 
so now you have delivered us from the dominion of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your risen Son. 
May we, the first fruits of your new creation, 
rejoice in this new day you have made, 
and praise you for your mighty acts. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever.  

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 

Silence is kept 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

Hymn = God of grace and God of glory 

sung by St Martin’s Voices 

1 God of grace and God of glory, 
 on thy people pour thy power; 
 now fulfil thy church's story; 
 bring her bud to glorious flower. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
 for the facing of this hour. 
 
2 Lo, the hosts of evil round us 
 scorn thy Christ, assail his ways; 
 from the fears that long have bound us 
 free our hearts to faith and praise. 
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 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
 for the living of these days. 
 
3 Cure thy children's warring madness, 
 bend our pride to thy control; 
 shame our wanton selfish gladness, 
 rich in goods and poor in soul. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
 lest we miss thy kingdom's goal. 
 
4 Set our feet on lofty places, 
 gird our lives that they may be 
 armoured with all Christlike graces 
 in the fight till all be free. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
 that we fail not earth nor thee. 

 
Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878-1969) 
© Stephen F Downs legal representative of Dr Elinor Downs 

 

The Word of God 

Psalm 123 

Supplication for Mercy 

A Song of Ascents. 
1 To you I lift up my eyes, 
    O you who are enthroned in the heavens! 
 
2 As the eyes of servants 
    look to the hand of their master, 
as the eyes of a maid 
    to the hand of her mistress, 
so our eyes look to the LORD our God, 
    until he has mercy upon us. 
 
3 Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy upon us, 
    for we have had more than enough of contempt. 
 
4 Our soul has had more than its fill 
    of the scorn of those who are at ease, 
    of the contempt of the proud. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
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as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Christ, the sun of righteousness, 
rise in our hearts this day, 
enfold us in the brightness of your love 
and bear us at the last to heaven’s horizon; 
for your love’s sake. 

Old and New Testament Readings 

Judges 4:1-7 

Deborah and Barak 

4 The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, after Ehud died. 2 So the LORD sold 
them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the commander of his army was 
Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. 3 Then the Israelites cried out to the LORD for help; for he 
had nine hundred chariots of iron, and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly twenty years. 

4 At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. 5 She used to sit under 
the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites 
came up to her for judgment. 6 She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in 
Naphtali, and said to him, “The LORD, the God of Israel, commands you, ‘Go, take position at Mount 
Tabor, bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. 7 I will draw out 
Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops; 
and I will give him into your hand.’” 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  

5 I don’t need to write you about the time or date when all this will happen. 2 You surely know that 
the Lord’s return[a] will be as a thief coming at night. 3 People will think they are safe and secure. But 
destruction will suddenly strike them like the pains of a woman about to give birth. And they won’t 
escape. 

4 My dear friends, you don’t live in darkness, and so that day won’t surprise you like a thief. 5 You 
belong to the light and live in the day. We don’t live in the night or belong to the dark. 6 Others may 
sleep, but we should stay awake and be alert. 7 People sleep during the night, and some even get 
drunk. 8 But we belong to the day. So we must stay sober and let our faith and love be like a suit of 
armor. Our firm hope that we will be saved is our helmet. 

9 God doesn’t intend to punish us, but wants us to be saved by our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 Christ died for 
us, so that we could live with him, whether we are alive or dead when he comes. 11 That’s why you 
must encourage and help each other, just as you are already doing. 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
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Hymn - All nations of the world 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
 
1 All nations of the world 
 be joyful in the Lord: 
 with willing hands your Master serve with one accord: 
 in ceaseless praise 
 with heart and voice in him rejoice through all your days. 
  
2 Be sure the Lord is God, 
 creation's source and spring: 
 in him alone we live, to him our lives we bring. 
 From days of old 
 he feeds his flock and guides the wanderers to his fold. 
  
3 In gladness go your way: 
 approach his courts with song 
 in thankfulness to him to whom all things belong: 
 His name adore: 
 his gracious mercy, truth and love for evermore. 
 

Gospel Reading 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord  
 

Matthew 25. 14-30  

The Parable of the Talents 

14 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to 
them; 15 to one he gave five talents,[a] to another two, to another one, to each according to his 
ability. Then he went away. 16 The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded 
with them, and made five more talents. 17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents made 
two more talents. 18 But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the 
ground and hid his master’s money. 19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled 
accounts with them. 20 Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five 
more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more 
talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
master.’ 22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to 
me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; 
enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came 
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and 
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gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the 
ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You 
knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then you ought 
to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my 
own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29 For to 
all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have 
nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the 
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sermon 

 

Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

Intercessions 

Intercessions are offered 
¶ for the day and its tasks 
¶ for the world and its needs 
¶ for the Church and her life 
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¶ The people of God, that they may proclaim the risen Lord 
¶ God’s creation, that the peoples of the earth may meet their responsibility to care 
¶ Those in despair and darkness, that they may find the hope and light of Christ 
¶ Those in fear of death, that they may find faith through the resurrection 
¶ Prisoners and captives 

These responses may be used 

Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer 

(or) 

Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 

Silence may be kept. 

The Collect of the day is said 

Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer is said 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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The Conclusion 

Hymn – Immortal, invisible, God only wise 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
 
1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
 in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
 most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
 almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 
 
2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
 nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
 thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
 thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 
3 To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
 in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
 we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
 and wither and perish, but naught changest thee. 
 
4 Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
 thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight 
 all laud we would render: O help us to see 
 'tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 
 
Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-1908) 
 

The Blessing 

 
The Lord bless us and watch over us, 
the Lord make his face shine upon us 
and be gracious to us, 
the Lord look kindly on us 
and give us peace; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among us and remain with us always. 
Amen. 

May the risen Christ grant us the joys of eternal life. 
Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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