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HARPINS 

FUNERAL 

SERVICE 
 

A complete caring personal service provided by a family  

firm who have served Wakefield and the surrounding  

areas for over 80 years. 
 

 
Pre-paid  

Funeral Plans 
available 

24 hour service 

365 days a year 

David Harpin  Dip. FD, MBIE, NAFD, BIFD 

Sean Harpin, Dip. FD, MBIE, NAFD, BIFD 

Sara Harpin, Dip.FD, MBIE,NAFD, BIFD 

Modern hearse 
& limousines 

Catering and 
Floral Service 

Private Chapels of Rest at 

Victoria House 
Victoria St. 
Outwood 
01924 828238 

7, Back Mount Pleasant 
Wakefield  WF1 4NP 

01924 371091 
83 Cluntergate 
Horbury 
01924 272180 

www.harpinsfuneral.co.uk 

Monumental 
Masonry 
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Do Not Be Afraid! 
Thinking about the people in the story of the first Christmas, I 

notice that many of them are filled with fear.   

Mary is afraid (understandably!) when the Angel Gabriel appears 

to her.  Gabriel reassures her by saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, 

for you have found favour with God.’  (Luke 1:30)  

Similarly, the angel who appears to Joseph tells him not to be 

afraid to take Mary as his wife because the child conceived in her 

is from the Holy Spirit.   

Then it is the turn of the shepherds.  When an angel appears to 

them, they are terrified.  They are also told not to be afraid and 

are then able to receive the good news that a Saviour has been 

born for them and for all the world. 
 

There is much in the world to be afraid of.  It is a reasonable 

reaction to be fearful in all sorts of situations.  We are very 

conscious of this as we live with our fear of the Coronavirus.    

Many of us know in our own experience that fear can easily 

become a spiral pulling us down to a place where it is hard to 

hold onto our hope that things can be different. 

There is plenty of bad news in the world and the Bible is realistic 

about this.  The Christian message is, and has always been, that 

God comes into the bad news as good news to turn things 

around.  The prophet Isaiah spoke to ‘the people who walked in 

darkness’ and promised them that something wonderful would 

happen to them.  A child would be born for them who would be 

the Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9: 2,6) 
 

With God the good news is personal.  God comes to us as a 

person – Jesus.  Jesus shows us that, with God, all things are 

possible.  The Christmas story also reminds us that God asks us 
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Heritage Open Days 

 

Weekends of  8 / 9  &  15 / 16 September  

Our beautiful Georgian church will be open 1.30pm - 4.00pm 
on Saturday & Sunday of each weekend.  

to co-operate with him to make the impossible possible!  We 

may feel full of fear.  We may feel unready and unworthy to 

play a part in God’s plan for the world.  I am sure that Mary 

and Joseph and the shepherds felt like that.  However, as they 

met with God through his messengers the angels, they found 

themselves letting go of their fear and becoming open to God’s 

most surprising plans for them!  

In her response to Gabriel, Mary makes it clear that she is ready 

and willing to do what God asks of her, even though she does 

not understand it yet.  She rejoices that God has chosen her to 

be the mother of Jesus.  Similarly, Joseph’s perspective is turned 

on its head.  Instead of divorcing Mary, he takes her as his wife 

and prepares to welcome her child, Jesus.  The shepherds let go 

of their fear and go to Bethlehem to see the Saviour. 
 

What about us?  Whatever hopes and fears we have this 

Christmas, do we believe that, ‘Where meek souls will receive 

him, still the dear Christ enters in’?  Will we receive him and will 

we be open to the part we can play in bringing good news to the 

world?   

Holy Jesus, 

by being born one of us, 

and lying humbly in a manger, 

you show us how much God loves the world. 

Let the light of your love always shine in our hearts, 

until we reach our home in heaven, 

and see you on your throne of glory.  Amen. 
 

Wishing you God’s peace and joy this Christmas.   

         Stephanie 
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For the foreseeable future there will be one Sunday service 
at St John's at 10am.  This will be a said Communion 
Service.  The Family Service on the second Sunday of the 
month will also be a communion service.  All are 
welcome.  It would be a great help in planning the seating if 
you could let Susan Lawson (01924 378101 or 
shlawson0@gmail.com) know if you are intending to come 
to the 10.00am service.   
 

The 10am service will be recorded as it happens in church.   
A link to the video will be sent out on Sunday afternoon or 
evening by email.  If you are on email and would like to 
receive the weekly newsletter and link to the video of the 
service, please let Stephanie know.   
If you have no email account but can access the internet, 
you will find a link to the video on our Facebook page  
(https://www.facebook.com/wakefieldstjohns) & on A 
Church Near You  (https://www.achurchnearyou.com/
church/7365)   

Sunday 13  Family Nativity Service & Holy Communion 
10.00am   with distanced seating, no singing. 
 
Sunday 20  After the Communion Service, 11.00am—
12.30pm, the church is open for the collection of your 
Christingle Bags, to create your own Christingles. 
 
Friday 25  Christmas Day Family Communion Service 
10.00am   with distanced seating, no singing. 

https://www.facebook.com/wakefieldstjohns
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7365
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7365
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Christmas Eve in an Empty Church 
 

And did that star so long ago 

Reflect the future of the world? 
And did those shepherds really see 
The angel firmament unfurled? 
 

And Mary, straining to give birth, 
Agonising for the earth 
To bear the Son of Man for us 
Without, it seems, a lot of fuss. 
With Joseph, mute, just standing by, 
Waiting for the baby‘s cry. 
It seems so distant, so unreal. 
What can we say to those who feel 
It‘s just a lovely story or 
A tale to satisfy the poor? 

 

The world moves on and looks askance 
At those who now would join the dance. 
And yet that babe, when He was grown, 

Showed the way and stood alone, 
Calling to us all in turn:  

Those with ears to hear and 
learn, 

Saints and martyrs, early, 
late, 
Lives we cannot emulate. 
 

And so, in this neglected 
pew 
I humbly kneel and  
welcome You. 
 

Happy Christmas. 
 

                                         
Shirley Fry 
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Journeys or Lockdown this Christmas? 
Christmas is a busy time for travel, as many of us venture a 
great distance to see family or friends again. But this year 
coronavirus has put an end to all that. Seeing all our loved 
ones this Christmas will be difficult, if not impossible. We may 
still not be travelling anywhere very much at all. 

Have you noticed that the Christmas story is about journeys? 
It begins with Mary and Joseph travelling from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem. Then some shepherds receive news from an 
angel about a special birth. They travel through the night, 
across dark fields and down unlit streets to search for the 
baby Jesus. 

Before this, in an eastern country, some wise men saw a new 
star, one heralding a new king. They left home and set out 
with only the star to guide them, and their faith to reassure 
them that Someone special is waiting at the end of their 
journey. 

All these travellers must have wondered what really lay ahead. 
Nothing was fully understood, carefully planned for, or safe. 
They all travelled with questions and uncertainties. But God 
had come unexpectedly into their lives, and suddenly they 
were given new roles to serve Him. Despite worldly 
circumstances that could have crushed them, they stood firm 
and trusted God all the way. 

These travellers‘ tales tell us that God may suddenly enter into 
our familiar, or this year unfamiliar, circumstances. He may 
come in surprising ways, to prompt us into new avenues of 
service. His call on us may be uncomfortable and challenging. 

If our response is anything like Joseph, Mary, the shepherds 
and wise men - to be obedient to His call in serving, 
witnessing and worshipping - we shall be greatly blessed and 
rewarded. 

We are all on life‘s journey. If we travel with God, He will be 
faithful and lead us to His heavenly Home. 
               Lester Amann 
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The Art of Study...  
Leeds School of Ministry Part 3 

Can you believe it‘s nearly two years 
since I penned my first article on ‗The 
Art of Study‘? At the risk of repeating 
myself… where has the time gone!! 

So, to update… 

I am now in my third year of study, and I‘m even thinking of  
adding a fourth year: who would have thought it!  To ‗blow my 
own trumpet‘, my grades for assignments have been really 
good and have steadily improved over the two years. I have 
enjoyed all the modules, which included Christian Doctrine 
and History, studies in the New Testament and the Old 
Testament, Worship, Youth ministry, Children and Families, 
Mission and Ministry and, this term, Spirituality and 
Discipleship. 

Preferences 
Those who know me can probably guess which modules 
have appealed to me most. Generally, where there has been 
a strong practical or readily applicable aspect, I have been 
able to focus more and get to grips with the material and 
study. So Worship, Youth Ministry, Mission and Ministry are 
top of the list. Spirituality is also proving to be inspiring. 

Learning how I learn 
Throughout the course we have to keep a learning journal:-  
essentially a written record of self-reflection on my experience 
of learning. It makes for interesting reading!  Some entries in 
this journal show how my learning has developed.  More 
importantly some show how my understanding of how I learn 
has developed. The early entries tend to say ‗overwhelming‘, 
‗brain melt‘ and ‗can I remember anything‘? Effectively, I felt 
that I needed to discover, or re-discover, how I learn. 

Over time I have realised that, actually, I‘ve never stopped 
learning. Taking a ‗course of study‘ has added a formality, a 
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structure.  This, in itself, requires me to assess whether I am 
learning or not, through the assignments. As I‘ve increasingly 
understood how I learn, I have recognised that I adapt my 
learning to the subject matter and how relevant I feel it is. I 
suspect this is something that I have always done! 

Spoken words 
One thing I noted recently is that conversations help to clarify 
my thinking. Expressing an idea or a 
concept out loud has the effect of 
generating tangents.  These in turn help to 
give the original thoughts some definition 
and detail.  It does help if there is 
someone to give a response, but it is not 
essential!  This is an interesting 
development, as I feel I rarely contribute to 
any conversation in the teaching sessions.  
Perhaps I also need time to ‗process‘. 

Bearing fruit 
I hope that my learning, and my growing confidence in what I 
am learning, is beginning to show in my preaching, leading 
and intercessions. That is your call.  What I can say is that 
the more I learn, the more I want to learn. I increasingly 
recognise that personal experience also contributes to my 
learning and understanding. 

Learning doesn‘t stop.  Formal learning is just one of many 
ways we learn. For me, both formal and informal are now 
complementing each other and encouraging an appetite to 
keep learning. Reading academic books will never come 
easy, but it is getting better.  Writing assignments will always 
be a challenge, making maximum use of ‗the last minute‘.  

The desire to learn more about my faith and all that I believe, 
and how to share it through preaching, is growing and is, I 
hope, beginning to blossom. 

Until the next time… 

Cath Fox 
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Supporting Charities 

Christmas ‘Tree’ Greetings to friends at St John's 

We can‘t have a tree for your Christmas cards this year but you 
can still send a Christmas message to everyone.  These 
messages will be printed in the weekly newsletters leading up 
to Christmas.  Messages must be a maximum of 15 words long 
(to fit the spaces available on the festive message board) 

Rob Harper is organising this. Please either e-mail your 
message to him at rob.harper@leeds.anglican.org  (mark your 
email "Christmas message for all.") or phone it to him on 
07702875014. .   

Paper copies of all the messages will be sent out by post with 
the January magazine to those who are not on email.   

Our charity this year is our link village of Tarani in Mara. There 
will be a basket at the back of church for donations. If you 
prefer to write a cheque, please make it payable to "St John's 
Wakefield PCC" and make it clear that it is a donation for Mara.   
Thank you.  

Advent Bible Study  

on the book of Revelation 
Ever wondered what the book of Revelation is all about?  

Does it say anything to us about the Coronavirus pandemic?  

Why not join our on-line Advent Bible Study and find out?  

We will explore the key themes of the book together.  

Sessions start on Wednesday 2nd December, stop over 
Christmas and the final session is Wednesday 13th January.  
     Wednesday sessions are at: 
    1.30 – 3.00pm   and / or   7.30 – 9.00pm  

Please contact Lindsey at Lindseyfox24@gmail.com for more 
information or to sign up for the course.  

 

mailto:rob.harper@leeds.anglican.org
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At our Harvest Service on 11 October we could 
not accept the usual offerings of food.  So on 
that day, and for several Sundays afterwards, we 
had a basket for monetary donations for St 

Catherine's Foodbank.  In early November our 
treasurer gave the Foodbank the £285 that was collected.  

Calendars for Sale 
  

Michael Slack chose 12 of his colour 
sketches, made during lockdown, and has 
had them printed as a calendar.  
Michael is selling the calendars at £10 
each, with proceeds going to Wakefield 
Hospice.  He has had 50 printed, so hopes to make £500 in 
total. If you would like to buy a calendar, please contact 
Michael on 01924 364268.  
 
 

 
 

Stamps for the Leprosy Mission 

Brian Kirkham collects stamps for the Leprosy Mission and 
would be very pleased to have all the stamps from the 
extra letters and cards you get at this time of year. Could 
you please carefully tear off the stamps with plenty of the 
surrounding envelope. Please save these in a safe place 
until we are able to collect them and send them on to the 
Leprosy Mission. 

The LM also take other collectables such as Postcards and 
Foreign money (Notes and Coins). If you‘ve found any of 
these, or other small collectable items, during ‗Lockdown‘ 
clearing, please contact Brian to arrange for collection. 

Tel 01484 863686  Mob 07539787283 

email briankirkham5847@gmail.com 

When all charities are struggling for income your stamps 
will be help a lot. Thank you on Leprosy Mission‘s behalf. 

1 Jan 
2021 

mailto:briankirkham5847@gmail.com
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DIARY DATES for DECEMBER 2020 

Sunday 6      Advent 2        

10.00am  Holy Communion, said, distanced 
   Readings: 

Isaiah 40:1-11    Mark 1:1-8 
 
 

Sunday 13     Advent 3 
10.00am  Family Nativity service with Holy  
     Communion, said, distanced 
   Readings:  
Isaiah 61: 1-4,8-end  John 1: 6-8,19-28   
 
 

Sunday 20      Advent 4  
10.00am  Holy Communion, said, distanced 
   Readings: 

2 Samuel 7: 1-11,16   Luke 1: 26-38   

11.00-12.30 Church open for collection  
     of Christingle bags 
 

Friday 25      CHRISTMAS DAY 

10.00am  Holy Communion, said, distanced 
   Readings: 
Titus 2:11-14     Luke 2:1-14   

                       

   Sunday 27      First after Christmas    
10.00am  Holy Communion, said, distanced 
   Readings: 

1 John ch 1      John 21: 19b -end 
 

 Sunday 3 January    Epiphany 
10.00am  Holy Communion, said, distanced 
   Readings:  
Isaiah 60:1-6     Matthew 2: 1-12 

Parish Morning Prayer - 9.30am Mondays - is now 
happening by Zoom.  Please contact Stephanie if 
you would like an invitation to join in.  

 



 

 
 
 

Sunday Services at St John’s  
are very limited due to  

the COVID19  restrictions 
 

EVERY SUNDAY 

8.00am  Holy Communion    
     This is currently NOT happening 
      
 

1st, 3rd, 4th & 5th SUNDAY EACH MONTH 
10.00am  Parish Communion   
     This is now a said service. 
     There are no hymns, prayer stations etc.  
       Chairs are arranged for social distancing,  
     so numbers are slightly limited.  
           

     

2nd SUNDAY EACH MONTH  

10.00am  Family Service  
     This is now a said communion service 
     as on other Sundays,  
     and all family members are welcome.  

 

 

It would be a great help in our planning  
if you could let Susan Lawson know 

(01924 378101 or shlawson0@gmail.com)  
if you are intending to come to the 10am service.   

 

The entrance door to the church is on the city centre / High 
School side of St John‘s Square.  There is a ramp access 
for wheelchairs and pushchairs up to this door.   
There is a fully accessible toilet at the church, and a baby-
change facility.   
There is an induction loop for those who use a hearing aid. 
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UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS 

Purposeful activity in a structured, fun environment. 
 
 

25th Wakefield Scout Group  For boys and girls, held in the 

Scout Hut by St. John‘s Parish Centre at the following times. 

Beaver Scouts  (6-8 years)     Tues & Thurs  5.45 - 6.45pm 

Cub Scouts    (8-11years)     Mon.& Tues   7.00pm-8.15pm   

Scouts        (11-14 years)  Wednesday 7.30pm-9.00pm 
 

Details: Group Scout Leader  Laura Stephenson 07772869561 
 

 

Girl Guiding UK   www.girlguiding.org.uk  

Rainbows    (Girls aged 5-7)   Thursdays 6.00-7.00pm in church 

Contact: Ann Coulson  a.coulson@leedsbeckett.ac.uk 

Brownies    (Girls aged 7-10)  Tuesdays 6.15-7.30pm in church 

Contact: www.girlguiding.org.uk/registeryourinterest     

Girl Guides  (Girls 10 – 14 years) Thursday 7.15-8.45pm in school 

Contact: Rachel Gibbs  www.girlguiding.org.uk/registeryourinterest     

 Mission Statement 
 

St John‘s is here to be a living, loving and  
serving witness to Christ; worshipping, learning 

and growing in our faith together, reaching out to 
share God‘s love in the community  

and bringing His Word to all 

PARISH ACTIVITIES / ORGANISATIONS  
 

Parish Morning Prayer  9.30am Mondays - is happen-
ing by Zoom.  Please contact Stephanie if you would like 
an invitation to join in.  
A short service of readings and prayer to start the week  
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Becoming a Third Class Citizen?  
I am old enough to recall, from my childhood, that some trains 
not only had first and second class carriages, but third class as 
well - for those ‗at the bottom of the pile‘.  

I now feel that I am increasingly being relegated to the ‗Third 
Class Carriage‘ in modern life.  OK, I will be 76 next birthday, 
but live a busy life and am involved in a range of activities, both 
mental and physical.  I can use a computer, and access and 
use the internet.  However, problems with my hands now limit 
what I can do.  I find smart phones and touch screens 
impossible to use - I can just about manage a mobile phone, 
with large buttons, for phone calls and texts.  But ‗everyone‘ 
assumes you have a smart phone and are always online.  

Since being ill earlier this year I can only use the computer for 
relatively short periods.  With longer use both my eyes and my 
brain become overloaded: zoom meetings are a real trial.  
Increasingly I am only being offered an on-line option. During 
the covid19 lockdowns, the only way to access St John‘s 
worship was via the internet - which was just not practicable for 
me.  If I suspect I have covid19, my surgery‘s recorded 
instructions are to arrange a test - via the internet.  Many car 
parks and stations no longer accept cash for tickets but ask 
you to use your smart phone. Our heating engineer e-mailed 
his invoice, and pointed out he does not accept cheques …. so 
how do I pay?  Organisations often give just a mobile phone 
number and a website - with no ‗snail-mail‘ address to use.    

I feel increasingly marginalised in society, and can only see it 
getting worse. As memory goes, how can I recall pin numbers 
and passwords safely?  Physical restrictions will limit my inter-
net use even more. How long will we have cash or cheques?   
I feel as though I‘m heading for the third class carriage!   

BUT I am still a first class citizen in God‘s kingdom.  He is with 
me everywhere and all the time - with no gadget needed to be 
in touch with Him.  How thankful I am for that!   

               Deidre Morris 

               



16 

 
Notes from the PCC Meeting 

 

 Held by zoom at 7.45pm on Tuesday 10 November  
 

Internet connection at church. Vodafone could not provide 
this, so we are now in discussion with Virgin over a fibre 
broadband connection, to enable live streaming of services, 
and will see what comes of this. 

A full Electrical Survey of the church is being done, as legally 
required by the Diocese and our insurers..   

Cath Fox reported that the Annual Review of Health & 
Safety, and an updated General Risk Assessment have 
been completed and provided to PCC members.  There have 
been several training sessions to practise the evacuation of 
the church in the event of fire etc.  Those who have only done  
the required level 0 of Safeguarding Training were urged to 
also do level 1 (available on-line) during this lockdown period.  

It is impossible to plan Christmas services, when lockdown 
restrictions are unknown.  It was agreed that we could not 
hold Carols in the Square, but hopefully can record a Carols 
by Candlelight and a form of Christingle service for the 
internet. The Christmas card will be printed and distributed, 
indicating how to access services on-line. Lindsey Fox is 
leading a Zoom Advent course on the Book of Revelation.  

There was discussion of finances - our own, Diocesan and 
those charities we usually support at Christmas. It was agreed 
to ‗top up‘ our donation to our link parish of Tirani so that they 
receive what they normally would - they really need it.  

Fabric.  We have applied for a grant towards the major work 
needed on the church roof, and authorised several smaller 
maintenance jobs which are urgent. The Parish Centre is 
being completely cleared of items, to comply with insurance 
conditions. With lockdown we are unable to make any 
decisions about the Parish Centre. 

It was decided that, while we meet by zoom, meetings will 
start at 7.30pm rather than 7.45pm. 
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 God of mission,  

You give fresh life to St John’s. 

Send your Holy Spirit  

 to give vision to our planning, 

 wisdom to our activities,  

 and power to our witness, 

that we may grow  

 in love and commitment to you 

 in number of disciples   

 and in loving service to our neighbours 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen  

Please make sure you get your Christmas 
hyacinth baskets from Sam Megaw, if you 
have pre-ordered them from him.    
 

If you forgot to order, he may have some 
spares.  Contact him on 01924 378310 to 
check. .  

We are heading to the end of 2020 and look forward to 

what 2021 will bring for us individually, as families, as a 

country and for the planet.   

Consider what God may be planning for us as a church, 

and remember to use the St John’s Prayer for Growth as 

part of your preparations for 2021. 
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What Did I Miss Most During Lockdown? 
                 

Going to Church and Wednesday Lunches! 
Not getting a hug from anyone. 
Not going into town to do my own shopping, or for a coffee. 
No visitors except my family, who stood outside my gate. 
No hairdresser, cleaner, or Chiropodist.       
  So I just kept busy! 
 

  I thanked God for: 
those good volunteers, complete strangers, 
who willingly fetched me bread and milk, 
the postmen,  
Morrisons deliverymen, who left groceries on the step. 
 

I thanked God for the phone and my computer.  Using both I 
was able to keep in touch with friends and family and get on 
with my life.  
  I am one of the lucky ones! 
            Joyce 

What I’m Doing in Lockdown Two 
 

As I am in a ‗bubble‘ with my daughter, she comes here from 
York one day a week with my new Granddaughter Robin and 
I go over to them one day a week.  It is lovely to have time 
with them, as Robin is so young she is growing and changing 
every week.   
       Sue Slaven 
 

I have been sorting my collection of postcards.  Many we 
bought as mementoes, but I also kept those that people sent 
to us.  It was fun to re-read them, but I felt they would now 
mean more to the senders than to me.  So I have returned 
their postcards to five people so far, and three have been 
absolutely thrilled to have them, recalling holidays from many 
years ago.  One said it was the best out-of-the-blue present 
she had ever had (our friendship does go back to 1972)  
         Deidre Morris  
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Quotes from a colourful, illustrated poster in a Reigate 
church, to encourage us during the pandemic. 

What if you woke one day with only the things you thanked 
God for yesterday?  

Our elders were called to war to save lives.  We are being 
called to sit on the couch to save theirs.  We can do this! 

In the rush to return to normal, use this time to consider 
which parts of normal are worth rushing back for. 

HOLD ON.  God knows what he is doing. 

Until God opens the next door, praise him in the hallway. 

Some ideas:  get in a few luxuries; send a letter to a friend; 
go for long walks; keep a journal; jigsaws; craft; gardening; 
phone a friend; most of all, don‘t be afraid.  You are not 
alone. 

The message of Immanuel brings hope.   

God has declared in Christ that He is with us.  

As we prepare for the most unusual Christmas ever, let‘s not 
forget: 

 God with us means that He is on my side and by my side. 
In the uncertainties of life I am never alone. 

 God with us means that everything will work out according 
to His plan. My life isn‘t just a series of meaningless 
occasions or mistakes. 

 God with us means that even when others show they are 
not there for me, God is. 

 God with us means that when circumstances change, He 
will give me the strength I need. 

 God is with me: He isn‘t far away, but has made the 
journey into my world. Here is the hope for the future, once 
we get past the trees, gifts, turkey, stuffing and pudding! 
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St John’s School Page  

This half term, Class 4 have been thinking about 

what kind of world Jesus wanted.  

 

A nice kind world with no war.  

For people to spread his good 
news Gospel. 

Have lots of ….. 

For a world with people to be like 
him. 

     Thomas 

 

He wants a world where nobody judges anyone. 

Jesus wants everyone to be like him. 

He doesn’t want anyone to litter. 

He wants everyone to have a clean body and life. 

He wants everyone to spread his word.  

To be friends with every one. 

Be kind.  Be good.  Have a good time. 

     Joseph 

 

If you see someone who needs help, do your best to help 

them.  Spread good news. 

Be:  kind;  resilient;  thankful;  friendly.  Have joy and 

trust. 

     Esme 
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Christmas is just the  

icing on the cake! 

Be honest, everyone, especially the kids, 
love a lump of icing off the Christmas cake! 
We get round to the fruity, nourishing stuff 
underneath, of course, but it is not so 
tempting. Modern Christmas is all sparkly 
good things with an emphasis on children, family, and gifts. 

It is not surprising that those living on their own, childless, ill 
or bitter over tough times, may dismiss the occasion as trivial, 
irrelevant or ‗just for kids‘, even querying God‘s existence.  
And that is because we so easily miss the fruity, nourishing 
stuff underneath. Oliver Cromwell even banned Christmas 
celebrations because they clouded the issue of Christian faith 
– a faith which in the Bible is aimed squarely at mature 
adults, not children. Christ‘s birth is only mentioned in two 
gospels, while the rest of the New Testament ignores it 
completely! 

Christmas was a baffling, fearful time for all the participants. 
Joseph, Mary and the shepherds were afraid through all the  
stages, even though they were urged by angels to ‘Fear 
not’. Joseph, mature and respectable, was frightened of 
wagging tongues over his relationship with a pregnant girl; 
Mary was amazed and puzzled by supernatural changes to 
her body and her life; The shepherds, ordinary, unschooled 
workers, were drawn suddenly into remarkable affairs. 

The nativity was an amazing and meaningful occasion: 
Almighty God coming to earth to relate directly with human-
kind. No wonder that, in our modern society, we find it easier 
to focus on the Santa-Clausy, party ‗icing‘ and ignore the 
nourishing cake!  Each fearful Nativity person responded with 
positive trust in God, which brought them through to the ‗icing 
on the cake‘: light coming into darkness; a new baby bringing 
joy and hope into murky places; new life changing real people 
for good. 
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The words of ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’ ring true today in 
all our local towns, too: 

How silently, how silently  
the wondrous gift is given!  
So God imparts to human hearts  
the blessings of his heaven;   
No ear may hear his coming,  
but in this world of sin,  
where meek souls will receive him,  
still the dear Christ enters in.  

Colin Reeves 

Ways to avoid stress this Christmas 
 Change your expectations this Christmas. Don‘t waste time 

lamenting what should have been. Instead, try and enjoy 
whatever is possible this year. 

 Make a list. Include sending cards, buying presents, sorting 
food for the big day. Lists help keep you in control. 

 Set a reduced budget - it‘s not the year to take on debt. If 
you can‘t pay for it this month, perhaps best not to buy it. 

 Exercise each day. It releases happiness-inducing 
serotonin which will help you to keep calm and positive. 

 Don‘t overindulge in too much alcohol and rich food. 

 Keep calm and keep kind. Try and avoid family tensions. If 
you need to cry, cry, but then, keep on keeping on. 

 Remember the everyday essentials: batteries for new toys, 
toilet paper, milk, paper towels…….. 

 Plan for the kids with various films, games, crafts - 
whatever it takes to give them a memorable Christmas. 

 Make the most of Zoom and Skype etc. to keep in touch 
with far-flung relatives and friends. 

 Most of all, include God in your Christmas! This is His Son‘s 
birthday – include Bible readings and carols in your family 
routine over the festive period. 
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The views expressed in this Magazine  
are those of each writer and are not necessarily held  

by the Editor, Vicar or PCC. 
 

Magazine Contributions 
 

The Editor is always pleased to receive news of events, to 
come or which have taken place; reports of church activities; 
original articles, stories, etc.  We cannot guarantee that they 
will be included, and they may be edited before inclusion. 

 
 

Please send contributions for the  
January 2021 issue   

 

by 13 December 2020 

All copy should be sent to the editor: 
 

Deidre Morris at 
263 Park Lodge Lane, Wakefield WF1 4HY 

 

Or  e-mail to:  bandmorris@btinternet.com 

Observations during the Christmas season… 

Putting on weight is the penalty for exceeding the feed limit. 

Christmas: The time when everyone gets Santamental. 

Christmas is the season when your neighbour keeps you 
awake playing ‗Silent Night‘. 

You might as well do your Christmas hinting early this year. 

Father to three-year old: ―No, a reindeer is not a horse with 
TV antenna.‖ 

Every year, Christmas becomes less a birthday and more a 
Clearance Sale. 

Some of these new toys are so creative and inventive. This 
year they have a Neurotic Doll. It‘s wound up already. 

Christmas is a time when people get emotional over family 
ties, particularly if they have to wear one. 
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Christmas  

Frustration? 
I said to God, upon my knees 
O Lord, I am so cross! 
That gift I sent to Aunt Denise 
Within the post is lost! 

That tree I bought for £40 
(Well, just a penny less) 
Its needles lie upon the 
ground 
It looks a total mess!‖ 

I know, said God, I 
understand, 
I sent my Son, you know. 
He came to Earth, just as I‘d 
planned 
Two thousand years ago, 
Was born within a stable bare  
The cattle heard Him cry 
He spoke of love, men didn‘t 
care -  
They led Him out to die. 

No gift was given with such 
love 
No higher price was paid. 
He left His throne of light 
above 
For sin His life to trade. 

But even after all these years 
This gift you men eschew, 
So Christmas is a time of tears 

For Me, as well as you. 

      Nigel Beeton 

The teacher asked her 
Sunday School class to 
draw a picture of a Bible 
story with a Christmas 
theme. She was puzzled by 
Kate‘s picture, which 
showed four people on an 
airplane.  She asked her 
which story it was meant to 
represent. ‗The Flight to 
Egypt,‘ was the reply. 
Pointing at each figure, the 
teacher ventured: ‗That 
must be Mary, Joseph, and 
Baby Jesus. But who‘s the 
fourth person?‖‘ 
‗Oh,‘ explained Kate 
happily, ‗that‘s Pontius – the 
pilot!‘ 
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Community Use of St John’s Church 
Wentworth St, Wakefield, WF1 2QU 

 

The building is fully accessible, with ramp access to the main door and to 
the staging, plus an accessible toilet which also has baby change facilities.   

For further information, or to enquire about hiring our facilities, 
please contact Susan Lawson on 01924 378101 

The large nave, 
with flexible 
seating, costs 
£15 an hour. 
 

The Samaritan 
Room is £5 an 
hour 

The fully equipped kitchen opens onto 
a café area for at least 6 tables + 24 
chairs. The tables can be removed to 
make a larger meeting space.  Café 
area costs £5 an hour.  Kitchen £5 per 
session (half day or evening) when 
hiring any another room. 

DLT Tailors 
Mr Hamid Yavari Shoar 

25 years of tailoring & clothes 

design experience 
Clothing alterations      

Children's wear   

Leather bags of all sizes       
Curtains & soft furnishings 

Tailoring for men and women - 
specialist in formal wear  

 

Art House, Drury Lane,  

Wakefield WF1 2TE   
 Tel 07479686220 

 

Email samyavari76@gmail.com  

Do you need a  

General  

Home Help  

to assist with  

Cleaning, Ironing etc.   
 

Contact:  
Fatoumatta Jallow 

Tel: 07513 348820 
 

References on request  

mailto:samyavari76@gmail.com


27 

 

BAKER Furnishings 
 

The furniture specialists - since 1868 
 

Classic and Contemporary Furniture 
 

Gills Yard, Northgate, Wakefield WF1 3BZ 
Tel: 01924 372300 

www.bakerfurnishings.co.uk 

 

J Lazenby & Sons 
Duke of York Street, Wakefield, WF1 3PD 

Funeral Directors & Memorial Consultants   Established 1885  

 

Creating or redesigning a website 

may seem daunting at first, but 

trickycat makes it easy for you.  

No matter what your budget we 

can help you with your project 

For a free quote or more information  

please feel free to contact us 

Marc Field 

Tel: 01924 365016 

Mobile: 07952 502588 

E-mail: info@trickycat.com 

Website: www.trickycat.com 
All our sites comply with Google 

trickycat 
Professional web design  
& development 

t 

A range of services to cover every need: - 

 FREE Pre-arrangement consultation 

 Private Chapels of Rest 

 Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

 All our Funeral Directors hold the NAFD Diploma 

in Funeral Directing 

 Memorial Consultants 

 Funeral Awareness Seminars 

 Serving all Denominations 
                                       

                        A Part of Dignity Funerals Ltd  

A personal service from local Funeral Directors Serving local people 
For a free estimate, phone or call in to see our superior facilities.  

Tel: 01924 373237           

Fax 01924 339441 

 

www.dignityfunerals.co.uk 
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Who’s Who at St John’s 
 

Vicar  The Revd Stephanie Buchanan 
   

  Tel:  01924 371029 

  e-mail: stephanie.buchanan@btinternet.com 

Curate 

  The Revd Rob Harper 07702875014  

Assistant Clergy 

  The Revd Paul Ellis  01924 367976   

Churchwardens 

  Martyn Lawson    01924 378101 

Reader 

  Brian Morris     01924 369437    

To ask about booking any of the following, when available:  

Church, Church Reception Area, Samaritan Room 

  Susan Lawson    01924 378101  

           shlawson0@gmail.com  

Magazine Editor, and Advertising Manager 

  Deidre Morris 263 Park Lodge Lane, WF1 4HY 

  01924 369437 e-mail: bandmorris@btinternet.com 

Our Website:  www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7365  
 

Find us on Facebook at @wakefieldstjohns  

 

Scan our QR code with  
your smart phone to make  
a donation to the work of  
St John‘s in this community. 


