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Church Life Matters 

November 2020 
United Benefice of Broughton Gifford, 

Great Chalfield & Holt St. Katharine 

A word from Andrew. . . . 

As the pandemic continues, this gives us a wonderful 
opportunity to show compassion in our villages and towns. I 
think there will be lots of opportunities in the coming weeks to 
reach out to someone, and this is the very thing Jesus calls us 
to do. 

It’s very easy in this climate, to cut ourselves off, and 
everything about the current rules encourages us to do so, but 
Jesus asks us to love our neighbours. We all have many people 
we can reach out to. Let’s keep checking up on folks inside the 
church and wider afield. Let’s ask God to put in our minds, 
those who might like a phone call or a doorstep chat. 

The Apostle Paul tells us in Hebrews to not neglect meeting 
together because by meeting we are able to encourage each 
other. I know those who have very acute medical needs are 
staying away from Sunday church – but for most of us the way 
we are doing church with masks and sitting socially distant 
makes church attendance very safe. Most homegroups are 
meeting on Zoom which is also a very good way to meet 
together, especially if you are unable to come into a church 
building for a service. Our online offerings continue, which now 
includes some videoed sermons from St K. I encourage you to 
do your best to stay linked in. 

We’ve asked whole homegroups to take responsibility for 
looking after each other (not just the leaders being responsible) 
and we’ve started trying to keep in touch with everyone else by 
phone call. 

Do let us know if you’d like to join a homegroup. 

Every Blessing 

Andrew 
 



 

02 News from All Saints – Great Chalfield    
 

The Quiet Garden 
Do you need ?   We offer 
Time to reflect,   Peace and stillness, 
Space to be alone,  Solitude, a beautiful garden, 
Somewhere to pray,  Someone to talk to, if you wish 
Someone to listen,   Shelter from the elements in the  
Or a quiet place?     medieval parish church 
 
      
 

 
 
  
 

 

Invited Speakers 2020  

 

November 3rd Sue Glenville 
December 1st Canon Roger Morgan 
February 2nd Clive Illman 
 
• Sue is a spiritual accompanier and life coach 
• Roger is the Director of the Mathetes Trust 
• Clive is a lay United Reformed Church preacher 
 

The primary vision of the Trust is to initiate and resource a network of 
local opportunities for prayer, silence, reflection and appreciation of 
beauty; for learning about Christian life, spirituality, and for experiencing 
creativity and healing in the context of God’s love. 

Although the Quiet Garden is a Christian organisation, we welcome 
everyone.  There is no charge; however, a donation to cover our expenses 
is greatly appreciated.  Please bring your own drinks and food as we 
cannot serve any in the current situation. 

Please book in with Anthony Matthew (01225) 782082 or 
email:     anthonymatthewfcn@gmail.com  

News from St Mary’s, Broughton Gifford  

 

Life for all churches has been different during the 
pandemic, even now when we are again able to worship in 
church. For us it has been more different than most.  Since 
work has begun on the restoration, it has seemed that we 
have been in the middle of an archaeological dig, as indeed we have.  
Removing the floorboards in the South Chapel has revealed a treasure trove 
of historical items. These include a tombstone dating back to the 
seventeenth century, a medieval urn and a brick which has been identified as 
being Roman.  This would suggest that there might have been a building on 
the site for considerably longer than we imagined.  Records show that 
Gundrada, the sister of William the Conqueror presented “the chapel of 
Brochtune” to Shaftesbury Abbey.  This suggests that the building was then 
in existence.  For how long, we might wonder? 

 That has not been our only problem.  There has been no heating and 
basically, because of the building works, only the nave of the church has 
been available. In addition, the various demands of self-isolation have meant 
that we have never been quite sure as to who would arrive to take the 
service.   Poor Katie, for her debut with us, was expecting to be in a duet only 
to find that she had to perform solo… and then her power-point would not 
work.  We discovered that she is a super improviser! 

 Unfortunately, Keith Hamilton, was unwell on the day that he was due 
to be licensed as a Lay Minister in Salisbury Cathedral.  However, we have 
gained from this, for he will now be licensed by Bishop Andrew in St Mary’s 
in on Wednesday 9th December at 7.30p.m.  By then, the Harding Chapel 
should again be available and we will all be able to attend. 

 Another sad result of the pandemic is that the Open the Book team 
have not been able to give their weekly performance in St Mary’s School. It 
has been suggested that we should video a performance each week so it can 
be shown in each class.  However, our limited team of actors feels less 
comfortable about being on the screen as opposed to the stage.  Also, this 
would prevent the children joining in, which we think is an essential part of 
the presentation. However, the national Open the Book organisation, which 
is now part of the Bible Society, has produced a colourful booklet, presenting 
the nativity story in rhyme, entitled It Begins in Bethlehem and copy of this 
will be given to each child.  Keith and Katie are looking into how we might 
continue our annual Christingle service, which has now been a major event in 
the village for many years. 
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At St Katharine's we have been making much more use of our 
churchyard area to have our all age services, Eco church and Covid safe 
children's groups.  

Our first outdoor St K's Together was a day that 
poured with rain but in this case, rain didn't stop 
play! Adults and children all gathered around 
the campfire....  physically distanced but socially 

connected....as we 
celebrated Getting the 
Gang back together.  

With marshmallows 
toasting and the fire 
pit burning, we truly 
felt connected across 
the age groups.  

Inside the church, 
similar groups worked 
together  (physically 
apart but socially 
linked!). Using clay 

and chatting about a wide range of topics, 
there were times of prayer, laughter and a 
sense of being the church family together. 

Our monthly Eco Church session involved using 
a Kelly Kettle to provide hot drinks. What a 
revelation! If you've never seen one it's a real 
mystery until you know how it works! You'll 
have to come along and find out! During this 
session we had great fun moving leaf mulch 
from the churchyard to the Coach House to 
plant daffodils in pots.  

 

Meanwhile, another group worked hard to 
rake the grass in the wildflower areas of 
the churchyard. Yellow rattle seeds were 
planted ready for wildflower planting in 
the Spring. 

We are seeking to hear the Holy Spirit 
moment in these times and bring scriptural 
truths naturally into our 
conversations.  The planting of daffodil 
bulbs led easily to chatting about how 
prayers can seem to be unanswered but 
often God is working in unseen ways.   

Looking at the amazing 
fungus on the decaying 
tree stumps covered how 
God has the most 

efficient recycling system, and His desire for us to care for Creation.  

Perhaps most importantly of all, this new way of being church -  having 
fun and even getting soaked -  spoke to us all of connection and 
relationship. Connection with our heavenly Father who loves and 
delights in us. Relationship with each other, working together, being 
together, sharing together.  This new way of doing church has revealed 
again something important....WE... the people...are the church.  

Hope you'll join on 1st November for our next Outdoor Service. The fire 
pit is ready and waiting.  

NB.  We are fortunate to have Lillian Blundell supporting us. Lillian is a 
trained Forest School teacher and has helped with all the relevant risk 
assessments.  
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Here are some gorgeous pictures from the Coach House Garden 
sent by Lynette and Arthur Baston together with the beautiful 
display of autumn  colours on the Front Cover 

Also…..a bountiful display of Spindle berries 
from the Churchyard sent by Jane Scheuber. 
Many thanks! 

Aren’t we lucky to have such beauty around us that we can see 
every day within a few steps from our homes! Ever since the start 
of lockdown it has been such a treat to observe the changing 
colours of the seasons as we take our daily exercise around the 
village and out there all around us as far as we can see. 

3 Ways to support Eco Church at Home 

At this time of year I would normally be ordering 
lots of lovely stock on a Sale or Return basis from 
a lovely couple, Chris and Penny in Dilton Marsh. 
They are still working tirelessly to promote 
Fairtrade through Traidcraft.  This year will be 

different as we cannot hold a stall so I am encouraging you to look at 
www.traidcraftshop.co.uk to make your selection.  I will collect orders 
and send off through Chris and Penny with no 
postal charges and cash on delivery.  Order 
forms are available in church and I will ask Lucy 
to circulate by email.  

Do you know you can buy Royal Mail postage 
Stamps at normal price and at the same time 
donate to the Church Assn. for Sudan and 

South Sudan, a grant making charity which provides support for the 
church of Sudan and S Sudan? Again look at the website, 
www.casss.org.uk or use the order form on the next page or collect 
one from church. You will receive commemorative stamps over-
produced in previous years to the value you require and you can even 
request history, music or sport etc! Approximately 20% of the value 
you pay goes to the charity. 

How are you getting on reducing single-use plastic?  

Super veggies and fruit available from SK Fruits in 
Trowbridge and they are very happy to tip their £1 
bowls of fruit and veg into your reusable bags 
(available in Sainsburys for 30p)  Also don’t forget 
We are Undressed zero waste shop in the Old Town Hall and 
Christine’s Sustainable Supermarket in BoA.  

Churchyard update.   Wildflower seed has at last been sown in an area 
of the lower churchyard, but more importantly we are using our space 
for SKT services and for children's activities on other Sundays. Do have 
an Autumn wander around. 

Jane Scheuber 
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 OUR PITCH PINE PEWS WHICH HAVE BECOME SURPLUS 

TO REQUIREMENTS AT ST MARY’S CHURCH, 

BROUGHTON GIFFORD 

APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 

3 PEWS are 8 Foot in Length, 33 Inches High and 18 Inches 

Depth. (2 Metres 44 cm Length, 84 cm high and 46 cm deep) 

 

1 PEW IS 9 Foot in Length, 33 Inches High and 18 Inches Depth. 

PLEASE CONTACT ANNETTE 782610 OR SARAH 782241 

As we cannot hold our monthly coffee mornings I have set up 

a table next to the kitchen with preserves, marmalade, jams 

etc. also a few miscellaneous items. Please have a look when 

you are next in Church, you will see an honesty box there for 

contributions.  Many thanks from Lynnette Baston  

As we cannot easily have  a Traidcraft stall this year, we would 

encourage you to order from the website. Local delivery is 

possible which means you do not have to pay a delivery charge. 

Order forms will be available in church and handed to Jane 

Scheuber, or you can order online. https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/        

https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/


 

06 NOVEMBER 2020 
Services in Broughton Gifford, Great Chalfield and Holt Benefice Office 

The Coach House, 386a Ham Green, Holt, BA14 6PZ 

Tel: 01225 782717 

Email: united.benefice@outlook.com 
www.faithinourvillage.org 

 

Andrew Evans, Rector of Benefice 01225 782289 or  

goodevansitsandrew@gmail.com (day off Friday) 

Ruth Mecredy, Assistant Priest 01225 783197 or mecredy@googlemail.com 

Helen Begley, Pioneer Minister 01225 783543 or begleyhelen4@gmail.com 

Ann Fielden, Retired Priest 01225 782509 or fieldenann@gmail.com 

Jenny Davis, Retired Priest 01225 866479 or post@jadavis.plus.com 

Katie Jackson, Curate  07306 023713 or katiejacks139@gmail.com 

Anthony Matthew, Licensed Lay Minister 01225 782082 or  

anthonymatthewfcn@gmail.com 

Rachel Firth, Licensed Lay Minister 01380 871464 or 
rachel.firth@btconnect.com 

Lucy Waterman, Parish Safeguarding Representative 01225 782717 or 
united.benefice@outlook.com 

Ben Jarvis, Director of Music 

benjaminjarvis@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Thank you to those who have requested bank details to set up standing  

orders. The information needed is below: 

St Katharine's PCC        Sort code:  30 98 75     A/C: 01525597 

Broughton Gifford PCC  Sort code:  40 44 33     A/C: 51168657 

PCC of Great Chalfield:  Sort code:  30 98 75     A/C: 02075099  
 

Please send content for the December edition of CLM 

via email by Monday 23rd Novober 

 
              @faithinourvillage                      @faithinourvillage 

Our online services will be continuing and you can find them  
on our YouTube channel  Faith in our village 
 

Website: www.faithinourvillage.org 
 

Facebook: Faith in our Village 
 

Email: united.benefice@outlook.com 
Telephone: 01225 782717 
 

To keep up to date with all our news just follow us 
@faithinourvillage.org 

Date Sunday Holt Broughton 

Gifford 

Great 

Chalfield 

 

1st 
November 

ALL SAINTS’ 
DAY 

10:30 
Outdoor Church 

 

10:00 
Parish 

Communion 

18:00 
Patronal Choral 

Evensong 

 

8th 
November 

Remembrance 
Sunday  

 

Third before 
Advent 

10:15 
Remembrance 

Sunday 
Ham Green 

 

10:40 
Remembrance 

Sunday 
Parade Service 

 

10:00 
Remembrance 

Sunday 
Holy 

Communion 

 

15th 
November 

Second before 
Advent 

10:30 
Morning 
Worship 

10:00 
Parish 

Communion 

10:00 
Matins 

 

 

22nd 
November 

Christ The King 

10:30 
Patronal 
Morning 
Worship 

10:00 
Morning 
Service 

 

10:00 
Holy 

Communion 
 

 

29th 
November 

Advent Sunday 
10:30 
Parish 

Communion 

10:00 
Parish 

Communion 

10:00 
Holy 

Communion 

http://www.faithinourvillage.org
mailto:united.benefice@outlook.com

