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They Shall not grow old, as 

we that are left grow old:   

Age shall not weary them, 

nor the years condemn.     

At the  going down of the 

sun and in the morning 

We will remember them. 



From the Book of 

Remembrance 
Gone But Not Forgotten, Those We 

Love  But See No More 

November                                               
1st  Alban Yates    1969                    

2nd James Charnley   1952 

 Lawrence Patrick Coane  1975    

4th  Elizabeth Helen Reid  2018   

13th  Paul Joseph Ingram  2019              

15th  Elsie Stott    1996           

17th  Brian Morris-Ashton   2019            

19th  Alice Grice    2014 

22nd  Thomas Nicol   2011

 Philip Holt    2017   

26th  Amanda Ellen Morris  2002  

28th  William Butler   2006 

 Gordon Jones   2016 

If you would like to put a name in the 

Book, please ask for a form from one of 

the Church Wardens. Thank you.     

Church Flowers    
The flowers in church for November are in 

memory of Paul Ingram and Phil Holt and 

are kindly provided by: 

8th  Joan Ingram                         

15th Pat Holt 

22nd Pat Holt 

29th Advent      

                                                                 

Would you like to 

sponsor flowers for a 

special anniversary or memorial? All the 

names are mentioned in the magazine. 

Contact Joan Hopcraft 01254 854465. 

Life Events              
October                                      

Holy Matrimony:                                  

10th Jack Melling and Caitlin Wareing                             

Holy Baptism:                                                     

11th Rae Stephanie Alyson Mercer 

 Harvey Clayton and Ava Clayton 

18th  Mason Joshua Walmsley                                             

Funeral:                                                             

12th  Frank Shuttleworth  (followed by 

 cremation at Pleasington)                     

20th  Stephen George Guite                                              

Services                    
November                                    
1st  Service of the Word 10.30am 

 Service of the Word 6.30pm 

4th  Holy Communion  6.30pm 

November 5th Onwards                                             

At the time of issue, the Government are 

stating…..                                                          

 ‘Places of Worship will be closed 

from the 5th November unless they are 

being used for:  Funerals; To broadcast 

acts of worship; Individual prayer; Formal 

childcare or where part of a school; 

Essential voluntary and public services, 

such as blood donation or food banks; 

Other exempted activities such as some 

support groups.’                                             

If the actual legislation is changed to 

allow public worship to continue, we will 

publish details of services on the 

website.                                                     

https://www.brindlestjames.co.uk/

Groups/337433/Worship.aspx  

For Zoom joining instructions, please 

contact us via our website:

 www.brindlestjames.co.uk/                                               

Follow our posts on:                        

www.twitter.com/BrindleStJames   

www.facebook.com/stjamesbrindle  

https://www.brindlestjames.co.uk/Groups/337433/Worship.aspx
https://www.brindlestjames.co.uk/Groups/337433/Worship.aspx
https://www.brindlestjames.co.uk/Groups/337461/Contact_Us.aspx
https://www.brindlestjames.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/brindlestjames
https://www.facebook.com/stjamesbrindle/


Dear Friends 

The month of November 

challenges us all to 

remember. On the 1st 

November we will 

remember the faithful 

departed and on the 

8th November we 

gather to remember 

those who made the 

supreme sacrifice in 

conflict whilst serving their country. 

We are limited to the number who can gather 

in church for worship. In recognition of the 

importance of the Act of Remembrance at St. 

James’, each service will have an Act of 

Remembrance.                                                                        

At the 10.45am and 6.30pm service on Sunday 

8th November and the 6.30pm service on 

Wednesday 11th November. There will also be a 

service on Wednesday 11th November at 

10.45am. We will gather and at the eleventh 

hour of the eleventh month, fall silent for two 

minutes to honour The Fallen. I urge you to book 

into these services in advance in the usual 

manner. Please share this with those who you 

know may not receive the Voice. 

Good News                                                         

Christmas is not cancelled. We are presently 

planning the Christmas services. Due to the 

restriction on numbers allowed in church and 

being unable to sing carols, Christmas services 

will be different. However, the reason we 

celebrate Christmas has not been affected by 

Covid 19. The Saviour of the world was born in a 

stable, with only his parents and farm animals 

around Him, and we must continue to 

celebrate the ‘indescribable gift’ – and we will, 

but not in the manner to which we have 

become accustomed. The theme the Church 

of England has adopted for Christmas is 

‘Comfort and Joy’. More on this in the 

December issue of The eVoice, 

Finance update                                      

At the services on the 

25th and 28th October, our Wardens invited us 

to take a leaflet which has been prepared to 

inform of the items of income and expenditure. 

Martin and Sue also took the opportunity to 

explain two items of expenditure. The heating 

system is in need of significant works to ensure 

reliability and efficiency. This work will cost 

£6,000. 

Since 19th July we have been live streaming our 

10.30am service and in order to continue this 

with reasonable reliability we need to invest in 

Audio Visual equipment at a cost of £3,300.                                

Both of these items are both an investment and 

missional and your consideration to support one 

or both is invited. 

The leaflet and the Wardens’ talk are available 

on the website. 

Sam Nicol                                                                       

As you may know, Sam Nicol has been 

exploring a call to the priesthood.                                    

Sam has now been through rigorous 

examination during three separate in-depth 

interviews with three Examining Chaplains (one 

Vocational, one Pastoral, one Educational). 

They presented written reports to Bishop Philip 

who then interviewed Sam. I am thrilled to say 

Bishop Philip has decided Sam should proceed 

to a Bishop's Advisory Panel (BAP). 

Formerly known as a Selection Conference the 

BAP, Sam will be interviewed and assessed as 

the final part of the discernment process. The 

BAP makes its recommendation to the 

Sponsoring Bishop who then informs the 

candidate of their decision. God willing this 

would lead to Sam starting pre-ordination 

training in September 2021. We continue to 

hold Sam and her family in our prayers. 

Wired to the Moon 
Covid 19                                                                    

As the data on infection rates continues to go 

the wrong way, we are realising quite how long 

we will be living with the pandemic and its 

effects. In addition I know that many of you will 

have had precious half-term holiday plans 

kiboshed by the imposition of tier 3 restrictions. 

These are truly times of real challenge. 

So I offer you an extract from an article of 

realistic encouragement written by Rev Andy 

Meeson, Vicar of St. John’s Earnshaw Bridge 

and a member of the diocesan Coronavirus 

Task group….. 

Fatigue. One issue of dealing with constant 

emotional flux and uncertainty is sheer fatigue – 

whether physical, emotional, psychological, 

compassion, etc. What sets the current 

experience apart from earlier in the pandemic 

is that many churches have regained some of 

their ‘busyness’. We are beginning to re-start 

many of our original ministries (in new and 

innovative ways) perhaps on top of new things 

we discovered earlier on in the lockdown. We 

do so, of course, with the added complication 

of ever-changing restrictions and a list of 

seemingly endless decisions to be made. We 

must recognise how fatiguing this is in ourselves 

and others. Allow for the fact that it may take 

far less than usual to tire us out. We may need 

to adopt different rhythms of life and ministry 

that are more sustainable and resilient in light of 

this. Take a break and rest without feeling guilty 

about it. Also encourage others in your team 

and congregation to do the same. 

Isolation. Many people living on their own are 

already dreading a very lonely winter and 

Christmas. Young families struggling to cope 

with the burdens of childcare are worried how 

they will keep going for another 6 months 

without help from others. Grandparents are 

missing grandchildren. Friends are missing 

socialising. The list goes on. We must be honest 

about the reality of this enforced isolation. As a 

church family we can and must provide support 

and community for one another as we plan for 

and maintain new ways to connect with and 

support one another. 

Stress. When we carry around low-level feelings 

of unease and confusion it can be easy for 

things to ‘build up’. Small things quickly add up 

to become very big things sometimes leading 

to surprisingly dramatic or volatile responses. 

Add to this the fact that much of our present 

ministry carries a greater sense of risk as we find 

ourselves exempt from some of the restrictions 

governing other areas of life. This brings a great 

sense of responsibility which can be a 

challenging burden to bear. We can sometimes 

help ourselves by limiting the amount and 

sources of information we consume regarding 

Covid. In addition, this is a good opportunity to 

recognise our creaturely dependence upon 

God. We can only deal with and control so 

much. Try not to pre-empt or anticipate 

potential issues too far down the line – sufficient 

for the day is the trouble thereof. 

Despondency. There hasn’t been much good 

news recently. In addition, as we journey on 

together through these current trials, we will no 

doubt become acutely aware of the 

weaknesses, imperfections, and limitations in 

ourselves, others and our community. This is 

often an uncomfortable, painful and messy 

experience. However, this is also frequently the 

place where God’s grace is most wonderfully at 

work. It was in and through the darkest moment 

of human history that our salvation was won. 

Therefore, in these current dark times there is 

ample hope that God is at work building his 

kingdom and transforming us into the likeness of 

his Son. “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 

power is made perfect in weakness.” (2 Cor 

12:9) 

Finally:                                                                                          

My deepest appreciation for all you continue to 

do here at St. James’ to continue the missional 

work to which we are called. 

Much Love and prayer, 

 

 



 

Hymn 

When our God came to earth               

not for him noble birth:                                          

he affirmed human worth                                   

from a humble manger,                                            

just another stranger. 

Refrain                                                                      

Let the poor rejoice!                                              

Let the mute give voice!                                        

Love is shown,                                                         

God is known,                                                         

Christ is born of Mary. 

Not for kings was the word                                    

which the poor shepherds heard:            

hope renewed, grace conferred,                         

and the hillside ringing                                        

with the angels’ singing. 

Bethlehem, humble town                                 

where the babe wears the crown,   

turns the world upside down:                         

God so unexpected,                                    

homeless and rejected. 

Let us sing Mary’s song,                              

bringing hope, righting wrong,                      

heard with fear by the strong,                       

poor and humble raising,                         

God of justice praising. 

Isaiah 7:14                                                  

Therefore the Lord himself will give 

you a sign:                                                                     

The virgin will conceive and give 

birth to a son,                                                             

and will call him Immanuel (which 

means ‘God is with us’). 

 

 

 

 

 

Isaiah 9:6-7                                                           

For to us a child is born, to us a son 

is given, and the government will 

be on his shoulders. And he will be 

called Wonderful Counsellor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. Of the greatness 

of his government and peace 

there will be no end. He will reign 

on David’s throne and over his 

kingdom, establishing and 

upholding it with justice and 

righteousness from that time on 

and forever. The zeal of the Lord 

Almighty will accomplish this. 

 

Bible.com 

News From the Beavers 

As the Brindle St James Beavers 

have been unable to meet 

indoors, we have been 

organising a Beaver zoom 

meeting session. We are going 

to get together virtually and 

play bingo, quizzes and 

complete scavenger hunts. We 

have been keeping in touch 

and some of the Beavers have 

been workng hard completing 

badges that they have chosen 

to work towards. South Ribble 

Scouts have organised an 

‘Autumn At Home’ activity 

weekend with ideas for all ages 

and some of the Beavers will 

enjoy taking part in that.  

 

Stay safe, 

   Chatter 

Cover photograph 

kindly provided by  

Cherry Kirkwood 



As we journey through autumn 2020, we can reflect back on a 

truly extraordinary year so far. Over the last 10 months, the 

deadly Coronavirus COVID-19 has swept across the world with 

alarming speed, turning everyone’s lives upside down, inside 

out and back to front, leaving a trail of ill-health, death, loss 

and gaping uncertainty in its wake. Our lives, our livelihoods 

and our relationships with others have been changed beyond 

recognition in so many ways. The restrictions we have been 

living under have been far beyond what any of us could have 

imagined at the start of the year. 

Springtime featured an unprecedented national lockdown 

across the UK and many other countries around the world, in 

response to the rapid and significant rise in the numbers of 

people catching the virus, becoming seriously ill and dying. 

Our NHS services were stretched way beyond all reasonable 

limits. The NHS had to completely refocus its services, 

drastically cutting normal business and diverting staff to care 

for the surging numbers of very poorly patients infected with 

the Coronavirus, who needed hospital/intensive care 

treatment. 

The summer months saw a welcome reduction in the numbers 

of people catching and becoming seriously ill with the virus. 

The numbers of deaths fell too. Consequently, some of the 

most stringent lockdown measures were relaxed across the 

country and there was a gradual reopening of businesses 

across many sectors of our economy. We were encouraged to 

get back to our workplace where possible, and to get out and 

support our local businesses: retail, hospitality, and some 

sporting and exercise facilities; and weren’t we so glad when 

we could visit our hairdresser and barber again? It was a huge 

and welcome relief to get out and about and socialise, albeit 

at a safe distance; it was some small measure of normality, 

although it was nothing at all like business as usual. 

The education of all our youngsters was in turmoil for many 

months. Teaching, assessments, exams, and entry into 6th form 

colleges and universities, were all severely impacted. Staff and 

students were unable to partake in face-to-face learning. 

Many parents were home tutoring their children, some of 

whom were doing so whilst also juggling working from home. 

Gatherings of large numbers of people close together provide 

a prime breeding ground for this virus. So, when schools, 

colleges and universities reopened from the start of the 

Autumn Term, there were key challenges for staff and 

governing bodies to wrestle with. They had to balance 

meeting the learning needs of their youngsters, whilst keeping 

everyone socially distanced, safe and well, in and around the 

built environment. 

On Sunday 5 July, St James Church opened it doors for 

worship for the time since 15 March. The social distancing rules 

meant that worship could take place in church, with an upper 

limit of around 65 people in church at any one time. An online 

‘Zoom Chapel’ was set up so that those with access to the 

Internet could take part in the services from the comfort of 

their own home, either live on Zoom or later on YouTube. A 

great deal of thought and discussion was had, and innovative 

practices introduced to keep us all safe. What a joy to be 

back together in worship, albeit in a very different way! We 

give thanks to everyone in Team Brindle who makes our 

worship happen. 

We were warned to expect a second wave of the virus during 

the winter months, but towards the end of August, the figures 

started to climb again. All key indicators are 

currently increasing, even doubling, at an alarming rate, well 

beyond the thresholds seen earlier in the year, although 

deaths are proportionately lower than they were in the spring. 

Concerns for our NHS staff and services now have to be 

brought back into sharper focus. Many NHS staff have not 

really had chance to recover from the demands of the first 

wave of COVID-19, yet are having to brace themselves for a 

second wave where the numbers are already higher than in 

the spring. The race continues to get a vaccine tested, 

approved and into production, and treatments are improving 

with experience. 

The Prime Minister has warned that we face new restrictions at 

least until the end of March. In England, a more localised three

-tier approach to lockdown has recently been introduced. 

Only those areas where there is a high incidence of the virus 

will have the greatest restrictions imposed. This is to protect our 

businesses and livelihoods, keeping people around the 

country in work wherever possible. Lancashire and Merseyside 

were the first counties to go into the new Tier One lockdown in 

mid October, with the highest level of restrictions on our lives 

and livelihoods. More regions in the North and Midlands are 

following suit, week by week. Northern Ireland, Scotland and 

Wales are introducing their own greater restrictions. We are 

generally unable to make any plans other than for the most 

immediate future; and even those can be subject to change 

at short notice. After a very tough year so far, it looks like a 

long, bleak winter of hibernation, hardship, heartache and 

hopelessness stretches out before us. Yet we do have reason 

to be hopeful. 

As we move into the season of Advent this month, we prepare 

to celebrate the coming of Jesus Christ to our world: “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him 

Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’).” Isaiah 7:14. Yes, 

God is with us! God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 

Spirit. God for us. God with us. God in us. In a fast changing, 

worrying and uncertain world, God provides a place for us to 

drop anchor and take safe refuge. For “Jesus Christ is the 

same yesterday and today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8. 

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in 

trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 

and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its 

waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their 

surging.” Psalm 46:1-3. Whatever our situation, no matter how 

dark, dire or bleak our circumstances look today, now matter 

how vulnerable or desperate we feel, we are safe to 

approach God. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean 

not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, 

and he will make your paths straight. Proverbs 3:5-6. When 

doors close, God will open new ones. Jesus looked at them 

and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things 

are possible.” Matthew 19:26. 

Quite simply, Jesus Christ brings a message that God is with us 

and he provides light for today, hope for tomorrow, and 

strength for the journey to all who follow him, whatever their 

circumstances. If we live by faith rather than by sight, we can 

trust God completely to bring us through this very difficult time. 

“God will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are 

steadfast, because they trust in him. We can trust in the Lord 

forever, for the Lord, the Lord himself, is the Rock eternal. Isaiah 

26:3-4. 

Reflections on Life Under Lockdown - Autumn 2020   by Christine Durber 



Little Cuckoos - Just over 100 years ago, a war 

began that was the biggest the world had ever seen. Now we 

call this war ’World War One’. Millions of soldiers had to go and 

fight in the war to make sure their country and their families 

were safe.  Sadly, lots of these soldiers died and we have a 

special day to remember them called Remembrance Sunday. 

On this day we think about the sacrifice they made, so that our 

country could be a safe place to live.                                                                                             

After World War One ended, people noticed that beautiful red 

poppies began to grow on the battlefields, where so many 

soldiers had died . On remembrance Sunday, people choose 

to wear poppies on their coats to show that they remember the 

soldiers and are grateful to them.                                             

When people wear poppies, they also remember the soldiers 

who died in the wars that happened after World War One and 

they show support for the armed forces who keep us safe 

today.                                                                                                           

Money is collected from selling poppies and this money goes to 

help soldiers who are still alive today but whose lives have been 

changed by the wars they have fought in. The money helps 

soldiers returning from war to find new homes and jobs and it 

also helps families who have lost loved ones because of war.  

Here is a poppy for you to colour in. Why not put it in your 

window to show that you are thinking of the Soldiers. 

We would love to see your poppy artwork. Why not email a 

photo of your completed pictures to      

 brindle.voice@brindlestjames.co.uk 

You might also like to watch the following short video that 

shows how poppies grow on the battlefields. 

www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/poppies 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/poppies


Over to you…..      

‘When did you last see a Hedgehog?’                              

I was saddened over the summer to read that the humble hedgehog is now 

classed as vulnerable to extinction in the U.K. Their habitat is shrinking, the insects they 

love to eat are fewer in number and the danger of busy traffic is ever growing. 

But its not all doom and gloom! Gardens can be perfect habitats for hedgehogs and 

gardeners will reap the benefits of having ‘live in pest controllers’.   

Top tips for a Hedgehog Friendly Garden: 

1) Link your garden - a simple 5”x 5” hole somewhere in your fence at ground level 

will allow hedgehogs to roam between gardens gobbling up slugs, leather 

jackets and other garden pests. 

2) Make your pond safe - hedgehogs are surprisingly good swimmers but often 

drown because they cant climb out of steep sided ponds. Use a pile of rocks, a 

piece of wood or chicken wire to make a simple ramp. 

3) Keep a wild corner - let the plants grow thick and tall in one corner of your 

garden and don’t cut them back in winter. Hedgehogs might nest here and it 

will help boost the insect population.  A small log pile here will also be great for 

wildlife. 

4) Gardening methods - Many hedgehogs are killed or hurt in gardening 

accidents. Always check the ground carefully before strimming and move 

bonfires before lighting.  Consider a natural, non toxic alternative to slug pellets 

such as beer traps. 

5)  Food, Water and Shelter - cat food and water to help supplement the 

 hedgehogs natural diet and give them the boost they need to reach 

 hibernation weight. Making a simple hedgehog house or creating a log pile will 

 provide them with somewhere to survive the winter. 

Brindle St James’ Cubs are doing their bit! They are collecting newspaper and fleecy 

material to support the work of Chorley Hedgehog Rescue who rehabilitate sick 

orphaned and injured hogs so that they can be released back into the wild. 

For more ideas on how to help these much loved creatures, please see the following 

links:   https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/      https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/ 

 https://www.chorleyhedgehogrescue.co.uk/faqs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ‘Sport has been in very difficult times’  

 It was very early in March that I was able to host a table for the Michael 

 Vaughan evening at the Lancashire County Cricket Club at Old Trafford.   

 Due to our current problems, sport has been in very difficult times. Thanks to Sky, 

 BT and the BBC, the coverage of the major sporting occasions has been 

 excellent, but as a long suffering season ticket holder at Old Trafford, it has 

 been dreadful! I have not been able to attend any 

 matches, but I have been able to get a rebate for next 

 season on my ticket. All these highly paid sports stars playing 

 in empty grounds - very frustrating times for spectators! 

  From a Geriatric Member! 

RHS Gold Medal Winner Tracy Foster’s 

‘Hedgehog Street’ Garden  

Happy gardening! 

   Alison  

https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/
https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/leaflets/A-guide-to-helping-hedgehogs.pdf
https://www.chorleyhedgehogrescue.co.uk/faqs


News from Brindle St James’ Primary School 
  If your child is starting primary school next year, then take a look at the  

  virtual tour of Brindle St James' CE Primary School. As a small rural school, 

there is a strong sense of community with every child known and nurtured by all 

staff.  Christian values are woven throughout our teaching with our ambition to help 

our pupils grow to reach their full potential academically and socially.  

  

We really enjoy welcoming new families each year to find out for themselves how 

wonderful our school is but due to covid, we have needed to approach things 

differently. On the school website you will find a wealth of information about the 

school including a virtual tour, admission criteria and school prospectus.  Should you 

like to ask any questions, bookable telephone conversations can be had to find out 

more.  

  

Please visit https://www.brindle-st-james.lancs.sch.uk/open-day/ 

Mrs Austin 

Acting Headteacher at Brindle St James CE Primary School 

https://www.brindle-st-james.lancs.sch.uk/open-day/


Notice Board  December Edition 

 

The deadline for items to be included in the 

December  edition of the eVoice is  

Sunday November 22nd.  Please email your 

articles to: brindle.voice@brindlestjames.co.uk 

Comments, suggestions, recipes and cover 

photos welcomed! 

 Grow a Chorley Tree 

We have ambitious plans to plant more trees over the next 10 years but we need your 

help. Can you help by collecting seeds and nuts and growing these in pots in your own 

outdoor space? These nurtured trees can then be given a home in a new community 

tree nursery which we are hoping to create next year. Your saplings will be grown and 

used to create new woodlands. Collecting trees seeds from species such as oak, 

rowan, hawthorn, holy, birch, alder, wild cherry, beech, lime and hazel in our local 

woodlands and hedgerows to grow your own tree stock is the 

most sustainable way to do this. 

More information at:     https://treecouncil.org.uk/           

     https://chorley.gov.uk 

   West Pennine Villages U3A                                                                                                  

We may be in our second lock-down, but that doesn’t mean life is on hold.                                                              

The West Pennine Villages U3A is managing to keep spirits up via the wonders of Zoom.                                                     

WPVU3A has been going just over a year and is for retired and semi-retired people to learn new skills and have lots of fun.                                                                       

The name chosen for the group – the 100th in the north west - reflects the villages it covers to the east of Chorley which 

includes Withnell, Wheelton, Hoghton, Abbey Village, White Coppice, Heapey, Riley Green, Brinscall, Whittle and Clayton-

le-Woods. The U3A’s ethos is one of fun learning, there are no tests, but there's lots of fascinating things to do and some 

great people to meet.                                                                                                                                                                                                

Of course we can’t offer face-to-face groups at the moment but there’s a huge selection of things to do virtually.                                                                                                                                           

Some of our groups include Beginner’s Spanish,  Beginners Guitar Group, a Book Share Group, our very popular Gardening 

Group, The Family History group offers guidance on how to get starting tracing your family tree, and Craft and Chat, UFO– 

time to  continue with your UFO (Unfinished Objects) whilst having a chat with like minded folk is a great way to swap 

ideas. We also have a weekly virtual drop-in session on Wednesday mornings from 10am, for a chat and a cuppa.                                                                                                                                                

If there isn’t anything that interests you, have you any ideas?  Would you like to start a Group? We can help you with that. 

To join or for more information, have a look at the website at http://westpenninevillagesu3a.org.uk                                                                                                     

We look forward to seeng you - even if it is virtually! 

https://treecouncil.org.uk/take-action/seasonal-campaigns/seed-gathering-season/growing-trees-from-seed/
https://chorley.gov.uk/
http://westpenninevillagesu3a.org.uk


 



DRIVEWAY REPAIRS SCAM                                                                   

A householder in Bamber Bridge was cold called and 

agreed to a resurface of her driveway for £3700, paid cash. 

Unfortunately all the trader did was paint the driveway 

black! The trader later claimed that the householder was 

only charged £400. To avoid this kind of dispute, always use 

local known traders. Also, when agreeing to work, get 

paperwork that includes full contact details. If you agree to 

the contract you will, in most cases, have 14 days to cancel. 

Trading Standards advice is to always say no to cold callers. 

If in doubt, the Safetrader scheme will help you find a trader 

in your area. Contact them on 0303 333 1111 or go to 

www.safetrader.org.uk. 

DOORSTEP COVID SCAM                                                                    

Unfortunately, Covid brings its own crop of scams. A 

householder in the Preston area received a cold call from a 

man claiming he was disinfecting the outside of houses for 

Covid on behalf of Preston Council. The householder sent 

him away, but he returned later that day claiming he 

needed to disinfect inside the property. Again the 

householder sent him away but he returned the following 

day with the same story and this time gained entry and stole 

the householder’s purse. Be suspicious of anyone calling 

who claims to be from the council if you are not expecting a 

visit. Ask for identification but always check independently 

with the local council if you have concerns. 

COVID TEST AND TRACE                                                                               

The NHS Test and Trace service plays an important role in the 

fight against coronavirus and it's vital the public have 

confidence and trust in the service. What you need to know 

to avoid scams: 

· National contact tracers will only call you from the number 

0300 013 5000 or 0300 123 7790. Local contact tracers will 

contact you from a local council number. If you are unsure if 

this is genuine, contact your local council for advice. If you 

do not wish to talk over the phone, you can ask the NHS Test 

and Trace service to send an email or text instead. All texts 

or emails sent by NHS test and trace will ask people to sign 

into the contact tracing website and provide you with a 

unique reference number. You are advised to type the web 

address rather than following the link. This is: www.contact-

tracing.phe.gov.uk. You will be asked for your unique 

reference. 

· The NHS test and trace service will never: ask you to dial a 

premium rate number to speak to them (for example those 

starting 09 or 087); ask you to make any payment or 

purchase a product of any kind; ask for any details about 

your bank account; ask for your social media identities or 

login details; ask you for any passwords or PINS or ask you to 

set up any passwords or PINS over the phone; ask you to 

download any software to your PC or to hand over control 

of your PCs smartphone or tablet to anyone else; or finally, 

ask you to access any website that does not belong to the 

government or NHS. 

AGE UK LANCASHIRE BOGUS CALLS                                               

Residents in Morecambe and Preston have been contacted 

by phone by an alleged representative of Age UK 

Lancashire wanting to visit to see if any help could be 

provided. Be cautious! These calls did not come from Age 

UK Lancashire and there are concerns that their name is 

being used to try to access the homes of older people. If 

you have received a call regarding support from Age UK 

Lancashire that you have not requested, call 0300 3031234 

(the Customer Services Team at Age UK Lancashire) to 

check appointments booked by their staff. 

HMRC PHONE SCAMS                                                                            

Once again, there are HMRC scams. A resident in Lancaster, 

received a phone call supposedly from the HNRC, stating 

that legal enforcement action was to be taken and that the 

resident should phone 0207 1830380 immediately. A similar 

very pushy automated call was received by a Burnley 

resident stating that if the recipient did not press '1' they 

would be arrested shortly! If you have any suspicious phone 

calls, go to the HMRC website for advice: www.gov.uk/

topic/dealing-with-hmrc/phishing-scams. 

POTENTIAL TV LICENCE SCAMS                                                                        

The free TV licence for over 75s came to an end at the 

beginning of August. Unfortunately this may result in scams. 

Be aware that, if you are over 75 years of age, you do not 

need to do anything until the TV Licensing team write to you. 

They will not phone or email you requesting payment. Also, 

any genuine communication about your TV licence will 

contain your licence number. You can check your licence 

number online at www.tvl.co.uk/yourlicence. If you are 

unsure about any communication you’ve received from 

someone claiming to be from TV Licensing, call them on 

0300 303 9695. 

HELP AND ADVICE ON SCAMS                                                         

Scams can be reported to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or 

at www.actionfraud.police.uk. For advice, contact the 

Trading Standards Service via the Citizens Advice Consumer 

Helpline on 0808 223 1133. 

FREE HOME FIRE SAFETY CHECKS                                                        

Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service offer free HFSC or fire 

safety advice to all residents of Lancashire. They will fit 

smoke alarms where necessary and give out other 

equipment such as extension leads, cooking timers and aids 

for the visually impaired. 

They will give people 

advice on keeping 

themselves safe which 

includes advice on safe 

smoking, electrical 

appliances and the use 

of candles. The Safety 

Checks are tailored to 

individual circumstances. 

They will also do a fire plan, to prepare in the event of a fire 

in your home. To refer someone, go to their website  

https://www.lancsfirerescue.org.uk/contact-us/home-fire-

safety/ 

 

ROAD CLOSURE                                                                                             

Finally, there is a temporary road closure on Gregson Lane, 

Brindle from 15/11/20 to 16/11/20 to enable Network Rail to 

carry out works at Mintholme level crossing. If you have any 

comments or observations regarding the closure, email 

lhsstreetworks@lancashire.gov.uk by Monday 21st 

September 2020. 

Keep well and safe! 

 Brindle Parish Council 

Brindle Parish Council: Local Information 

https://safetrader.org.uk/
https://www.lancsfirerescue.org.uk/contact-us/home-fire-safety/
https://www.lancsfirerescue.org.uk/contact-us/home-fire-safety/


 
Logs & Kindling 

Trailer loads or Bags 
Delivered to your door 

Tree Surgery Service 

             
Tel: 01254 854238 

01257 273718 

Windmill Electrical 
Services 

Local Reliable                          
Time served                           

Fully Qualified                    
Insured                                      

No Job Too Small                
From Repairs to Full        

Rewires 

Andy Dowbakin            

0779 667 1831 
01254 483489 

 Directory                                                               
 Rector            Rev. David Ward      01254 851053  

 Church Wardens Susan Boult         01772 323481   

    Martin Coane   01254 853803   

 Verger  Paul Santus   01254 853432   

 Treasurer  Richard Howarth  07713 390722   

 Sunday School Catharine             01772 316745   

    Carolyn Grimbaldeston 01254 854679        

 Choir   Shirley Lindsay       01254 209572  

 Pastoral Team Millie Santus    01254 853432   

    Lynn Packer    01772 323267  

 Bell Ringers  Stuart Crosby       01257 265542  

 Mothers’ Union Rana Shihada   07801 546254  

 PCC Secretary Daryl Peter    07831 830123   

 Weekly Newsletter Lynn Packer            01772 323267   

    lynndavepacker@hotmail.co.uk              

 Scouts/Cubs/Beavers Ann Hardman                gsl@bsjscouts.co.uk  

 Guiding  Sam Eccles         07749 383888   

    1stbrindle.guides@gmail.com    

 Brownies  Christine Corcoran   01772 436567   

        07522 477859   

    brindlebrownies@gmail.com    

 Community Hall  (Bookings)        

    Susan Horrocks      01254 852173  

 W. I.   Susan Horrocks        01254 852173  

 St James’ Players Stuart Lockhart      01254 852522  

 Historical Society     Henry Stone        01254 854290   

    henry.stone.t21@btinternet.com     

 Brindle Art Group Shirley Stone   01254 854290   

 55+ (BOFFS)  Lynne Lynch        07541 133969    

 Brindle St. James’ School         

    Mrs Austin (Acting Head)  01254 852379  

 Brindle Parish Council         

    Tony Harkness  01772 334596   

    tonyharkness@virginmedia.com     

 Brindle Voice Commercial Advertising       

    Julie Pawson   07714 285699   

    pawsonjulie@hotmail.com    

 Brindle Voice Caretaker Editor               

    Alison Bond         07941 618042 

brindle.voice@brindlestjames.co.uk  
Please let me know if you would like the contact details for your local organisation 

adding to the directory 

EX BRITISH GAS             

ENGINEER MIKE 

Friendly Service 

Free Quotations 

Breakdown Repair 

Boiler Changes 

Full Heating Installation 

Servicing & Maintenance 

Gas Safe Registered 

Can cost 40% less than British 

Gas. Call Mike on: 

07852 286372 




