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An insight into the ever-changing 
views as we go about our daily 
exercise.  First part of a mini-
series!

Did you go down to the stream 
today?  Find out why a band of 
volunteers have been cleaning up 
our own Bisham Brook! !

Did you know this about itv’s 
latest psychological thriller?  Read 
on to find out more!
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THE VICAR WRITES
Dear All, how are you doing? It seems a lifetime since I last wrote a letter for the Bisham 
Village newsletter, and what a lot we have gone through in the past months! It has been 
a strange and difficult time and we are facing continued struggles.  I hope you are ma-
naging to cope and find ways to keep going. 

Although we have not been able to produce a newsletter for the village I have been send-
ing regular letters via email to people on our church contact list. When I look back 
through these letters, one theme that comes up repeatedly, is how hard it is not to be 
able to celebrate key occasions in the normal way.  But with this has come also the chal-
lenge of finding new ways to mark them.  I have been amazed at the different ideas 
people have come up with; quizzes over zoom, on line church services, children making 
rainbows to put in windows, VJ day teas on drives, holidays at home, birthday drive-bys 
and lots of baking, to name but a few.  

As we enter another lockdown, although this time it is for a limited period, we still cannot 
help but be anxious about how Christmas is going to be affected. It seems likely there will 
still be restrictions in place, but to what extent we don’t know.  So it is hard to make plans 
and we face the prospect of a very different Christmas than usual.  

That does not mean Christmas is cancelled! In fact the message of Christmas becomes all 
the more relevant. It is a message of light coming into darkness, a light that brings hope, 
comfort and joy.  Don’t we need that right now?  Jesus came to bring us God’s light in a 
dark world and he still comes to us bringing that light.  

As we enter into this period of lockdown let’s think about how we can bring light to 
others.  One of the amazing things to come out of this crisis has been the increase in con-
tact and care for neighbours and local community.  I hope that will continue and keep 
growing even when this is all over.  We might be worried about elderly relatives we are 
unable to visit, so how about we all promise to look out for our neighbours, a sort of 
“granny exchange”, and think imaginatively about how we can do that. 

We could start planning how we might celebrate this Christmas differently.  Possibilities 
might include: decorating and lighting up your windows (all can see, including those that 
cannot come insidße); organising a mulled wine and mince pie event on your street; 
making cards to deliver to neighbours and people who might be lonely. I’d love to hear 
your ideas! 

So I pray you are all coping and have the support you need as we go through this difficult 
time.  I pray you would know God’s light in the darkness bringing you comfort and hope.  
Let’s all find ways we can bring light to others.  If you are struggling in any way, whether 
practical or in need of someone to talk to, do get in contact and let us know, we want to 
help if we possibly can. 

God bless and take care, 

Sarah



FARMING COMMENTARY — AUTUMN

Here at Hyde Farm, the weather extremes of the past year continue to frustrate our ar-
able ambitions with 160mm rain recorded during October.  This is actually more than last 
year.  Fortunately, since we have adopted a regenerative approach to our crop establish-
ment, we managed to achieve all that we set out to do in autumn 2019.  At the heart of re-
generative agriculture is the desire to work with nature, soil and seasons.  I know we all 
miss singing in church these days, none more so than at our Harvest Festival, but for me 
to sing ‘We plough the fields and scatter’ is something of a travesty because for some 12 
years now, we have not ploughed to establish our crops.  Modern technology allows us to 
inject seed directly into the ground, minimising disturbance, hence the expression ‘direct 
drilling’.  We are now reaping the benefits with savings on costs, improved soil structure, 
and conserving moisture when there isn’t an abundance (as in this summer).  

Our harvest this year was split into good milling wheat yields, that maintained our 5-year 
average, and mediocre spring sown crops such as oats and barley. Beans gave us a rea-
sonable return, but all were compromised by the extremes of weather.  With certain 
chemistry now withdrawn from usage due to environmental issues such as maintaining 
the bee population, our oilseed rape crop did not produce the goods.  That is why the ex-
panse of bright yellow fields in the countryside everywhere in the south of the England 
has comparatively diminished over the last few years as growers become more and more 
disenchanted.  However, we have decided to persist with this crop for another year, with 
250 acres now well established and hopefully in a position to withstand the inevitable on-
slaught of pigeons. 

On the political front, you may have noticed the Agricultural Bill is now coming back to 
the House of Commons for further debate.  Particularly addressing  the imports of foods 
such as chlorine treated chicken and hormone fed beef from the USA, where the stan-
dards of production are vastly inferior to those here in the UK.  Then we have the ongoing 
trade talks that may or may not determine our position regarding Brexit and import tar-
iffs in the new year.  All this in the face of an ongoing pandemic that looks like persisting 
for some time to come.  Altogether it looks as though the only certainty is uncertainty. 
However as primary food producers, we count ourselves very fortunate to be in a position 
to support the nation going forward, though as always weather permitting.  

Alan Randall 
[editor’s note: the Randall family have been farming in Bisham for four generations]



PARISH COUNCIL UPDATES

Many of you will already be aware that work has begun on the substantial task of improv-
ing Bisham Brook along some of its length, because the stream has become clogged 
with reeds and weed, forming restrictions in various sections. The Bisham Brook Restora-
tion Group has been set up under the direction of Andy Thomas from the Trout Wildlife 
Trust, following an idea initiated by Bruce Vaughan, who lives in Bisham and is a very 
keen angler. This work will take some time but the aim is to try to make the Brook more 
like it used to be many years ago, with more fish in the stream and attracting more wild-
life generally. The Parish Council is backing the scheme and has a responsibility for a 
short stretch of the stream in part of Green Lane, but this project will hopefully pull to-
gether all the various landowners, and the plan is advised and backed by the Environ-
ment Agency. The project has already had its first substantial day of clearance work, 
supported by quite a few good people from Bisham, who came to help and who worked 
very hard on one stretch to remove reeds, debris and fallen branches in the stream, in 
order to improve the flow of water and to encourage more wildlife, but - and this is the 
highest priority - without increasing the risk of flooding to properties. The work will take 
some time but we all hope that the stream will really benefit from the effort being put 
into it. Anyone who would like to join the working party should let our clerk know; every-
one is welcome. 

The playground in Green Lane was closed for some time during lockdown, but will re-
main open while our area is in Tier 1 of the current restrictions.  With the new national 
lockdown, the playground is again closed.  You may have noticed that the boundary 
hedge of the playground has recently been extensively cut back - by making the play-
ground more visible we hope to reduce the anti-social behaviour that we know had been 
happening there from time to time.   

While the pandemic lasts our parish council meetings are held virtually on Zoom, but the 
public is still able to ‘attend’ and to speak.  All you have to do is to go into the Bisham Par-
ish Council website, where you will find the Zoom link to our meetings.  As always they 
are held on the third Monday of each month at 7.30pm and the public are free to speak 
on any subject at the beginning of the meeting. These are very uncertain times, but be 
assured that the Parish Council is still working for you.  We always welcome input from 
the parish - so if there is something you need to tell us about, do please either make con-
tact through our clerk, on 0775 1141223 or by email at clerk@bishamparishcouncil.org.uk.  



We quite often hear from parishioners of things that we would not otherwise know 
about, so your input is invaluable. 

We hope that all of you will stay well and safe, Mandy Robson Brown 

[editors note: read more about the work to restore the brook below]

Not sure if you watched the pre-Halloween mini-series on 
ITV, The Sister.  It is a who-dunnit with tinges of the super-
natural; from the writer of Luther, and starring Russell 
Tovey and Bertie Carvel.  However, did you know that some 
of the filming was done at the Old Vicarage and in the 
Church. 

I must admit I have not caught up on it all at the time of 
writing, so I can’t tell if any of the scenes filmed in or 
around the church made the final cut or not.  You may see 
the church in the background of the main character visits 
his strange in-laws — and from across the river, but it is harder to spot the scene that was 
filmed in the south isle of the church. 

The police appeal (for the missing sister) disguised the actual location well, I think.  The 
picture to the right/below shows the crew getting set up and preparing for the shoot; 
probably half a day of setup for half an hour of filming.

THE SISTER — ON LOCATION

I was delighted to be in the stream, discovering that my 
welly boots leaked on the 6th October as part of the first 
working party to try to restore the Brook to its former 
glory.  Geoff Woodhouse gave us a safety briefing before 
we were allowed anywhere near the water.  Bruce had 
provided safety glasses and gloves and other items of 
useful equipment.  Andy Thomas from the Wild Trout 
trust explained that narrowing the stream in places 
would increase the flow so that it would naturally clear 
the silt that had built up from years of neglect.  We had 

to clear fallen trees and vegetation including vicious brambles that were rooting in the 
stream and creating dams of leaves.  He showed us how to use stakes to secure branches, 
strategically placed, to give wild life quiet places to rest.   

We were released to find a safe place to enter the stream working in 2 parties to get to 
work for two hours before Hilary brought us some welcome coffee!  A few days later I was 
astonished to see clear gravel (that’s what the fish like) in the stream which was starting 
to flow much better and had indeed removed a lot of silt.  continued on next page...

PADDLING WITH PURPOSE



This much-loved carol comes from Austria, where it was first sung as Stille Nacht, Heil-
ige Nacht on Christmas Eve, 1818. It was written by Father Joseph Mohr, a young priest 
at St Nicholas parish church, in the village of Oberndorf bei Salzburg. As Christmas 1818 
approached, he asked the local schoolmaster, Franz Xaver Gruber, to compose a 
melody for his carol. Gruber was organist in the nearby village of Arnsdorf, and so was 
happy to oblige. On Christmas Eve they presented the carol to the church during the 
midnight mass. The carol went on to become loved world-wide; and the version sung 
by Bing Crosby is the third best-selling single of all time. 

Can you find 25 words from the above paragraph in the word puzzle?

I could not wait to get in and do the next section! 

Bruce and Geoff have walked the stream all the way along and identified some badly 
blocked sections that will need professional clearing.  They are doing a lot in the back-
ground to make this initiative happen and to make it fun.  We have an opportunity to 
make the stream run faster, to see wildlife return and potentially reduce the flood risk. 

Sheila FC

TEA TIME PUZZLES

SILENT NIGHT
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NOVEMBER REFLECTIONS
This past year has certainly been a strange one.  The threat of pandemic quickly turned 
into an existence that is hard to put into words because each one of us has been affected 
in so many different ways. 

At the beginning of another lockdown, I think about the song Once In A Lifetime, by Talk-
ing Heads.  One of my favourite songs, released when I was at university in the early ‘80s, 
it contains a line that I find very apt:  it starts with “We operate half-awake or on autopi-
lot…”, before getting to “…haven’t really stopped to ask ourselves ‘how did I get here?’”.  I 
remember taking walks and noticing how newly planted crops turned fields from brown 
to green in just two or three weeks.  Next think I know, summer has come and gone, and I 
write this in the middle of Autumn!   

Though the Remembrance Day events did not happen in the usual way, wreaths were 
laid in memory of those who made the ultimate sacrifice during the two world wars and 
the many conflicts since. 

The previous Sunday, the 1st of November, two services were held in Bisham Church. For 
the first time many years, the All Souls’ Service was held there, at 4.30pm.  It was a time to 
remember those who were no longer with us; there is something very special about the 
act of lighting a candle during the service.  The effect of all the candles shining was won-
derful with the lights turned down.  Earlier on in the day, was Bisham’s patronal festival, 
which is a once-a-year opportunity to give to the church in addition to any planned giv-
ing.  Anyone who wishes to donate and cannot locate a Gift Day envelope, can give online 
at https://bit.ly/ASBdonate.  

One of the ‘All Saints’ is St Osmond.  Reading about him (and no, this is not something I 
usually do in my spare time), did make me think about the times ahead.  Osmond is the 
saint for you if you believe that immigrants can bring good to Britain.  He came to Eng-
land from France back in the days before EU regulations.  It was shortly after 1066, and he 
was a Norman, following William the Conqueror.  Osmond himself was no soldier, but a 
gifted and godly man, with a great gift of administration.  He took part in the preparation 
of the Domesday Book, and was present when it was presented to William in April 1086.  
He died in 1099, well respected for his purity and learning, and his lack of avarice and am-
bition. 

Stewart F-C, editor and church warden

This newletter is also available online at https://www.bisham.co.uk/newsletter/BishamLife.html


