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1
st
 November 2020 

Dear Friends, 

 

 You will know by now that the government has decided to impose national 

restrictions to combat the Coronavirus, to last for four weeks with effect from Thursday 

5
th 

November. We understand that this will include the closure of churches for public 

collective worship, but they may remain open for individual private prayer, and for recording 

or broadcasting services. Weddings cannot take place, but funerals may continue, with 

restricted numbers attending. At present, we await the detailed content of the regulations, 

which will be laid before parliament for approval on Wednesday, and any associated advice 

or direction from the Church of England’s COVID Recovery Group. 

 

 Pending that further information, and following consultation with the churchwardens, 

our initial response for the benefice is as follows: 
 

• Communion services will cease with effect from 5 Nov, until restriction are lifted. 

Service planned for Neatishead on 3
rd

 Nov and Irstead on 4
th

 Nov will continue. 
 

• Our churches will continue to open the for individual private prayer, from 

10am until 3pm on the specific weekdays already planned, ie: 

o Neatishead  – Tuesdays 

o Irstead – Wednesdays 

o Barton Turf  – Thursdays 

o Horning  – Fridays 

o Ashmanhaugh  – Saturdays 
 

• We shall continue to use the churches for recording the weekly service, as now, 

including involving those congregation members who are willing to be involved with 

reading lessons etc, but still ensuring all appropriate precautions are observed. 
 

• We shall continue to deliver the weekly school assemblies via Zoom. 

 

 As far as we are aware at present, under the restrictions as notified yesterday, 

Remembrance Services as planned will not go ahead. However, I intend that I, or a 

clergy/reader colleague, will individually lay wreaths and say the Act of Remembrance, 

observing the 2 minutes silence, on Remembrance Day itself, Wednesday 11th Nov, in each 

of our churches or at the external war memorial in the case of Horning and Barton Turf. 

 

 We all hope, of course, that this month of additional restrictions will regain sufficient 

control of the COVID-19 outbreaks that the government will feel justified in then easing the 

restrictions. In the meantime, please let us all continue to pray for each other, for our 

government and politicians, and for our health service, and continue to do all we can to 

ensure that we are good neighbours to the most vulnerable in our communities. 

 

With every blessing 

 


