
 

 

Morning Prayer for Sunday 29th November 

Advent Sunday 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 

Hymn 

Lo, he comes with clouds descending 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 

 
1 Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 
 once for favoured sinners slain; 
 thousand thousand saints attending 
 swell the triumph of his train: 
 alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 
 God appears on earth to reign. 
 
2 Every eye shall now behold him 
 robed in dreadful majesty; 
 those who set at naught and sold him, 
 pierced and nailed him to the tree, 
 deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
 shall the true Messiah see. 
 
3 Those dear tokens of his passion 
 still his dazzling body bears; 
 cause of endless exultation 
 to his ransomed worshippers: 
 with what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture, 
 gaze we on those glorious scars. 
 
4 Yea, amen, let all adore thee, 
 high on thine eternal throne; 
 Saviour, take the power and glory, 
 claim the kingdom for thine own: 
 O come quickly, O come quickly, O come quickly, 
 alleluia! come, Lord, come!



 

 
Charles Wesley (1707-1788), Martin Madan (1726-1790), John Cennick (1718-1755) 

 

Greeting 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 

All and also with you. 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
All  Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, 
 all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you, 
 and worthily magnify your holy name; 
 through Christ our Lord.  
 Amen. 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
When the Lord comes,  
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 

 
All  Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

 in your mercy  
forgive what we have been,  
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 



 

Absolution 
 May the Father of all mercies 
 cleanse you from your sins, 
 and restore you in his image 
 to the praise and glory of his name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen 
 

Kyrie Eleison 
 Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
 Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. 

 

The Prayer of the Day 
 Almighty God, 
 as your kingdom dawns, 
 turn us from the darkness of sin to the 
 light of holiness, 
 that we may be ready to meet you 
 in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
Psalm 130  
Out of the depths I have called to you, Lord. 
Let your ears be open to hear my voice. 
My hope is in God’s word. 
If you recorded all our sins 
who could come before you? 
My hope is in God’s word. 
There is forgiveness with you: 
therefore you shall be feared. 
My hope is in God’s word. 
My soul is longing for the Lord, 
more than those who watch for daybreak. 
My hope is in God’s word. 
O Israel, wait for the Lord, 



 

for with the Lord there is mercy. 
My hope is in God’s word. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Spirit. 
My hope is in God’s word. 

 

 

Readings  

Isaiah 64:1-9 
64O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
   so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
2 as when fire kindles brushwood 
   and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
   so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
   you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4 From ages past no one has heard, 
   no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
   who works for those who wait for him. 
5 You meet those who gladly do right, 
   those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; 
   because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
6 We have all become like one who is unclean, 
   and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
   and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7 There is no one who calls on your name, 
   or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
   and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
8 Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 
   we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
   we are all the work of your hand. 
9 Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 
   and do not remember iniquity for ever. 
   Now consider, we are all your people. 

 

 

 



 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been 
given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech 
and knowledge of every kind— 6just as the testimony of Christ has been 
strengthened among you— 7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you 
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the 
end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is 
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Each reading ends with: 
 This is the word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
  

Hymn 

 A great and mighty wonder 
 sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 A great and mighty wonder, 
 a full and holy cure, 
 the Virgin bears the Infant 
 with virgin-honour pure. 
 Repeat the hymn again!  
 'To God on high be glory,  
 and peace on earth to men!'  
   
2 The Word becomes incarnate 
 and yet remains on high. 
 And Cherubim sing anthems 
 to shepherds from the sky. 
 Refrain 
 
3 Since all he comes to ransom, 
 by all be he adored, 
 the Infant born in Bethl'em, 
 the Saviour and the Lord. 
 Refrain 
 
4 And idol forms shall perish, 
 and error shall decay, 
 and Christ shall wield his sceptre, 
 our Lord and God for ay. 
 Refrain 
 



 

 Mega Kai paradoxon thauma Germanus (c.634-c.732)  
 Translated John Mason Neale (1818-1866) 
 

Gospel Reading 
 

 Alleluia, alleluia. 
 Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 
 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

All  Alleluia. 
 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

Mark 13: 24-end 
 
The Coming of the Son of Man 
24 ‘But in those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, 
   and the moon will not give its light, 
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
   and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and 
glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, 
from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
 
The Lesson of the Fig Tree 
28 ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these 
things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 
The Necessity for Watchfulness 
32 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 
will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else 
he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to 
all: Keep awake.’ 

 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All  Praise to you, O Christ. 



 

Sermon 
 

Hymn 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness 
 sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
 Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
 Make us your own, your holy people, 
 light for the world to see. 
 Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts.  
 Shine through the darkness.  
 Christ be our light!  
 Shine in your church gathered today.  
  
2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
 Longing for hope, many despair. 
 Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
 Make us your living voice. 
 Chorus  
  
3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 
 Longing for water, many still thirst. 
 Make us your bread, broken for others, 
 shared until all are fed. 
 Chorus  
 
4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
 Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
 Make us your building, sheltering others, 
 walls made of living stones. 
 Chorus  
 
5 Many the gifts, many the people, 
 many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
 Let us be servants to one another, 
 making your kingdom come. 
 Chorus  
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© 1994 Bernadette Farrell published by OCP Publications 5536 NE Hassalo Portland OR 97213. All rights reserved.  Used 
with permission. 



 

The Nicene Creed 
 
All  We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 
 In joyful expectation of his coming to our aid 

we pray to Jesus. 
Come to your Church as Lord and judge. 
 



 

We pray for … 
Help us to live in the light of your coming 
and give us a longing for your kingdom. 
Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Come to your world as King of the nations. 
We pray for … 
Before you rulers will stand in silence. 
Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Come to the suffering as Saviour and comforter. 
We pray for … 
Break into our lives, 
where we struggle with sickness and distress, 
and set us free to serve you for ever. 
Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Come to us as shepherd and guardian of our souls. 
We remember … 
Give us with all the faithful departed 
a share in your victory over evil and death. 
Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Come from heaven, Lord Jesus, with power and great glory. 
Lift us up to meet you, 
that with [N and] all your saints and angels 
we may live and reign with you in your new creation. 
Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; 
give new courage to your people, 
who trust in your love. 
By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom 
on earth as in heaven, 
where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit, 
one God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 



 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
  
All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come; 
 thy will be done; 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 the power and the glory, 
 for ever and ever.   
 Amen. 
 
 

Hymn 

Hills of the North, rejoice 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 

 
 1 Hills of the North, rejoice, 
 echoing songs arise, 
 hail with united voice 
 him who made earth and skies; 
 he comes in righteousness and love, 
 he brings salvation from above. 
 
2 Isles of the Southern seas, 
 sing to the listening earth, 
 carry on every breeze 
 hope of a world's new birth: 
 in Christ shall all be made anew, 
 his word is sure, his promise true. 
 
3 Lands of the East, arise, 
 he is your brightest morn, 
 greet him with joyous eyes, 
 praise shall his path adorn: 
 the God whom you have longed to know 
 in Christ draws near, and calls you now. 
 



 

4 Shores of the utmost West, 
 lands of the setting sun, 
 welcome the heavenly guest 
 in whom the dawn has come: 
 he brings a never-ending light 
 who triumphed o'er our darkest night. 
 
5 Shout, as you journey on, 
 songs be in every mouth, 
 lo, from the North they come, 
 from East and West and South: 
 in Jesus all shall find their rest, 
 in him the sons of earth be blest. 
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Dismissal and Blessing 
With love and compassion, 
come, Lord Jesus. 
With judgement and mercy, 
come, Lord Jesus. 
In power and glory, 
come, Lord Jesus. 
In wisdom and truth, 
come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, ‘The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
May God the Father, judge all-merciful, 
make us worthy of a place in his kingdom. 
Amen. 
May God the Son, coming among us in power, 
reveal in our midst the promise of his glory. 
Amen. 
 
 



 

May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith, 
joyful in hope and constant in love. 
Amen. 
And the blessing … 
The Dismissal 
As we await our coming Saviour, 
go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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