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Introduction 
 
We’re living through strange times at the moment, and the way we mark 
and celebrate Advent and Christmas will necessarily be different for all 
of us this year. But the reason for these seasons remains the same - 
Jesus Christ is coming into the world, bringing us hope. We perhaps 
need to be reminded of that more than ever as we continue to walk 
through the difficult and uncertain days that Covid-19 has brought 
about.  
 
Advent is a season of expectation and preparation, as we prepare to 
celebrate the coming of Jesus in his incarnation, his birth as a baby; 
and also looks ahead to his coming again at the end of time. 

This booklet contains prayers, pictures and reflections, one for each day 
of Advent. We hope that it will be a blessing to you, and enable us to 
journey together spiritually even if we have to stay apart physically. You 
can use the booklet however you like. You might find it helpful to set 
aside a regular time in the day to spend in quiet, using the reflection for 
that day to help you as you pray. You might prefer to read it at different 
times each day. However you use them, we pray that the words in this 
booklet would help you to spend some time with God in this Advent 
season. Our grateful thanks to all those who have contributed 
reflections; those within our own parish, and those from parishes 
around the country who have made their words available for others to 
use, too. 

If you have any questions about anything you read, or would like some 
support at this time, please do contact Rev. Pete Watson (01757 
704707) or Rev. Hannah Suekarran (07538 813079) and a member of 
the clergy or pastoral team will be glad to speak to you. 

With every blessing, 

Rev Hannah Suekarran and the Brayton Parish team 



29th November – The First Sunday of Advent 

‘Keep awake – for you do not know when the master of the house 
will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 
dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 
And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’ – Mark 13:35-7 

Traditionally, every Sunday during Advent we light a candle in the 
Advent wreath, and each one symbolises someone who prepared the 
way for Jesus to come. Today’s candle represents the Patriarchs, the 
fathers of the faith: Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God promised 
Abraham that he would be the father of many nations, and that they 
would be blessed through him. This promise begins to be fulfilled as 
Abraham and Sarah are given a son, Isaac, against all the odds, and 
continues to be fulfilled through Isaac’s son Jacob and on down the 
line until, years later, Jesus is born. He comes so that we may have life 
in all its fulness. Abraham did not know when God’s promises would 
come to fruition, or how that would happen, he had to trust God.  

God has promised that Jesus will come back again to redeem the world 
and fully establish God’s Kingdom. We wait eagerly for this time, but we 
do not know when it will be. Like Abraham we have to trust God’s 
promises and wait for their fulfilment. Tomorrow we’ll consider what 
that waiting might look like, but in the meantime the instruction in this 
Sunday’s reading is clear – we need to ‘keep awake’ and expect that 
Jesus will come. 

The Collect for the First Sunday in Advent 
Almighty God, 
as your kingdom dawns, 
turn us from the darkness of sin to the 
light of holiness, 
that we may be ready to meet you 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, Amen 
 



30th November - Waiting 
 
Waiting can be hard, can’t it? Waiting for a bus, a birthday, a response 
to a letter or email, a holiday. Often we spend our time wishing for the 
thing we are waiting for to happen. “Wishing our lives away.” 
 
But waiting doesn’t have to be a passive thing. Waiting can be active. If 
you’re waiting for a bus you can use the time to prepare; getting your 
money or your bus pass out, checking what time you will get to your 
destination. Similarly, waiting for a baby to be born requires active 
waiting; preparing clothes and a bed for the baby, thinking of names. 
Waiting for a birthday too, we prepare. We think about the person 
whose birthday it is; we prepare presents and food, thinking especially 
what that person would like. We think about what we know about that 
person and how to show our love to them.  
 
At Advent we are waiting for the birth of a very special baby; Jesus. At 
Christmas we celebrate his birthday, so let’s think of some ways we can 
actively wait throughout Advent.  
 
We can read the Bible and find out more about Jesus and what he is like. 
As we prepare gifts for our loved ones, we can also think about the gifts 
we can give Jesus. We can give Him our time by reading the Bible and 
spending time talking to and listening to Him; we can share our talents 
with Him by using them to help others. Jesus said that whenever we do 
something for someone less fortunate than us, we do it for Him, so we 
can give financially to a charity or food bank; we can give some time to 
help our neighbours or even just give a smile to someone we pass in the 
street.  
 
This Advent, let’s focus on the active waiting that you can do each day 
so that when Christmas comes we are prepared spiritually as well as 
physically.  
 
Charlotte Watson 



1st December – Faith 
 
Our hope in Advent is of a coming Saviour; where did this come from? 
As with most things in Scripture, it didn’t come out of nowhere. It has a 
long history, and we can trace the hope of a coming saviour, a promised 
deliverer, from the earliest times. It is a constant thread in the life of 
God’s people, rooted in their experience of God, of slavery, 
subordination and freedom, witnessed to in the scriptures and the 
memory of the people.  
 
Ishmael, Isaac, Samson, Samuel, John, Jesus- the reality of a male child 
to save is seen in all of these. Moses and Joshua stand tall as examples 
of deliverers; the prophets keep the hope alive in those familiar readings 
we hear in our Carol Services. 
 
In all these, in many more, and supremely in Jesus, God’s promise of a 
deliverer became a reality in the midst of the nation. The invitation to 
us as we pray ‘O come Emmanuel’ in these dark days of December and 
of lockdown, is to know from our experience and deep in our marrow 
that God is faithful; the promised deliverer, the male child from the 
house and line of David, will come.  
 
Rev. Roy Shaw 

 
2nd December – Give 
 
Last year we started a new Christmas Tradition; The Giving Manger. It’s 
easy to get swept up in the excitement of ‘X-mas’ and lose sight of 
CHRISTmas amongst the lights, wrapping paper and bubbly drinks. The 
idea behind The Giving Manger is that you start with an empty manger; 
a box will do. For each act of kindness or service completed in the family 
a piece of straw is added to the manger and on Christmas Day you can 
add the baby Jesus to his (hopefully) big comfy bed.  
 



Last year we made lollypop stick mangers as families in Alive@5; it was 
great fun. Have a go or use a basket or box and tissue paper with a doll. 
Have fun with the idea, it’s really inspiring to see a physical 
representation of the things you do for others, for Jesus, building up in 
your home every day. It’s a challenge to live your life for him, bringing 
him to the forefront of the season which is after all where he belongs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephanie Taylor 

 
3rd December - Anticipate 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4th December - Breathe 
 
May this eternal truth be always on our hearts 
That the God who breathed this world into being 



Placed stars into the heavens 
And designed a butterfly's wing 
Is the God who entrusted his life 
to the care of ordinary people 
became vulnerable that we might know 
how strong is the power of Love 
A mystery so deep it is impossible to grasp 
A mystery so beautiful it is impossible to ignore 
 
- From Celtic Advent Liturgies by John Birch (www.faithandworship.com) 

 
5th December – Treasure 
 
Tomorrow, St Nicholas Day, is a big one in Holland, Belgium, 
Luxembourg and northern France.  The evening before, the children put 
out their shoes on a windowsill or by the fireplace, and during the night, 
St Nick fills them with treasures - mainly of the sweet variety!  
 
I think there’s something special we can take from this tradition.  You 
see, shoes speak to me of journeying.  We all wear different shoes for 
different journeys, don’t we?  For the impressively energetic among us 
trainers for exercise or walking boots for hiking; smart shoes for work 
perhaps; high heels or others shiny numbers for the dance floor?  
Sandals for those summer days (and, yes, in the UK wellies too!); slippers 
for the many mini domestic journeys we make. The sheer variety of 
shoes most of us wear expresses something of the diversity of our 
journeying.  Shoes, it seems to me, symbolise somehow the journey 
we’re all on as individuals and communities, that is, the journey of life 
and faith - a journey rich in variety, full of opportunity, a journey of joys 
and challenges. 
 
But what I also love is this idea of our shoes being filled with treasures!  
If we take both symbols together, the shoes and the treasures filling 
them, I think we have a wonderful picture of the resourcing Jesus offers 
us for our own life journeys.  Just as tomorrow the children of Holland, 



Belgium etc will excitedly discover the treasures in their shoes, so we 
are encouraged to discover the gift of God in Jesus, this wonderful and 
endlessly surprising treasure that when we put on our shoes of faith, 
will guide and sustain us in our journeying.   
 
In the Bible’s New Testament Saint Paul writes to his dear friend 
Timothy about pursuing “righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance and gentleness” in our lives- the true treasures of life.  Whilst 
there is a clear sense that these treasures are what Paul wants us to be 
aiming to exhibit in our lives, the goal of our journey, if you like, it seems 
to me these treasures, these gifts, are also to resource us for the journey 
itself.  In other words, the goal of the journey and the journey become 
one in the same thing.   
 
The treasures we are striving for are, amazingly, what we find God is 
offering us every day.  Much like the children in Holland, Belgium etc will 
do tomorrow morning as they tumble out of bed, prepared and ready 
to discover the treasures in their shoes, so our pursuit of God’s 
resourcing treasure is about a readiness, a willingness, a desire to 
recognise and receive them.  The question is, are we?  Are we ready, are 
we willing? Do we want to discover these treasures for our journey? 
Above all, are we ready to discover the most wonderful treasure of all, 
Jesus himself?  
 
If we are, do we put our shoes out to receive them, to receive him? In 
other words, do we make it possible for God in Jesus to come close and 
bless us, do we make ourselves open to that? He longs more than 
anything to do that, but he won’t force his way in where he’s not 
wanted. 
 
Friends, as we think about those laughing, excited children across the 
Channel tomorrow, let’s grab our life’s shoes, and let’s allow God to fill 
them with his treasure on our journey, this Advent, Christmas and 
beyond! – Rev. Pete Watson 
 



6th December –  The Second Sunday of Advent 
 
‘A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God.”’ – Isaiah 40:3 
 

‘I can’t see the wood for the trees!’ I wonder 
how often we’ve felt like this about our 
lives? How great it would be to be able to 
jump in a helicopter and get a bird’s eye view 
of things. Or would it? Perhaps it would 
actually be really overwhelming!  

 
This must have been how it was for the Prophets in the Old Testament 
of the Bible, like Isaiah, who were chosen by God to hear from him and 
speak for him about the future, guiding his people with their words. The 
Prophets must have been so frustrated on those occasions when their 
words were ignored and God’s people went their own way, because 
they could see what was going to happen. The second candle on the 
Advent wreath is lit for the Prophets, because they told people that they 
needed to prepare for Jesus coming. We might feel it’s particularly 
difficult to prepare for Christmas this year with all the uncertainties we 
face. Perhaps we really would like that bird’s eye view of what is to 
come. But whatever our Christmas celebrations eventually look like, we 
can always prepare to welcome Jesus, and to celebrate his birth. We can 
choose to look up from the uncertainty of our current situation, and fix 
our eyes on him, the one who is not limited by circumstance, who meets 
us where we are, bringing his light and love.   
 
The Collect for The Second Sunday of Advent 
Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes 
again as judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God. Amen 



7th December – Stop 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8th December -  Consider 
 
The reality may never have been as strong as the impression, but in 
recent years some politicians have discouraged use of the word 
‘Christmas’ encouraging instead words such as ‘Seasons greetings’, 
‘Yuletide’ or even ‘Crimbo’.  How different the emphasis this year. For 
months we have been encouraged to behave in certain ways so that we 
can ‘celebrate Christmas together’.  Suddenly Christmas is at the top of 
the political agenda. 
 
However, within the Church it has never been harder to plan for it.  
Social distancing might make Christingle services safer, but how can we 
hold a Carol Service when we are not allowed to sing?  It seems as if our 
worship will be very pared down this year with little of the sparkle we 
enjoy. 
 
Maybe that will be good for us.  Jesus was laid in a manger because in a 
national crisis Mary and Joseph were away from family and there was 
no room elsewhere.  Perhaps if we hear the familiar story this year 
without decorations, carols or the promise of large family gatherings it 
may just strike us anew. May we this Advent prepare for the coming of 



Jesus Christ – Emmanuel – God with us – and with us exactly where we 
are.  - Rev. Christine Gillespie 
 
9th December – Peace 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10th December – Look forward 
 
What a year it’s been! It’s almost over now and we’re hoping for 
something better next year. Now though, are you looking forward to 
Christmas? Friends and families getting together? Perhaps this is the 



only time some of you meet up during the year. At the back of your 
minds however, could be a feeling of trepidation. Might there be, could 
there be, another lockdown? Is Christmas actually going to happen this 
year?  
 
Well, yes, it is! Nothing will prevent Jesus being born again, not in a 
stable this time, but in our hearts. Uh oh, perhaps God and Jesus hadn’t 
actually been in mind when looking forward to Christmas! It is worth 
thinking about though. Perhaps God has an invitation for us to spend 
Christmas with him! This certainly doesn’t mean we can’t celebrate and 
have a wonderful time with our families, but, and perhaps especially for 
those spending a first, or yet another Christmas alone, it’s worth giving 
that first Christmas more than a passing thought. Cosy pictures of 
stables have come to us via paintings and Christmas cards and that can 
have a tendency to keep us rather cosily with a baby in a manger. But 
the baby grew up! 
 
Have you seen that sticker in a lot of cars, “A dog is for life, not just for 
Christmas.”? Well, I think there should be another saying.  Yes, you’ve 
guessed it! “God is for Life, not just for Christmas!” 
Jackie Jackman 

 
11th December - Pray 
 
God our Father, 
you spoke to the prophets of old 
of a Saviour who would bring peace. 
You helped them to spread the joyful message 
of his coming kingdom. 
Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth, 
to share with those around us 
the good news of your power and love. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the light who is coming into the world. 
Amen. 



12th December – In the midst of us 
 
In December 2018, my wife and I were preparing to welcome our first 
child into the world. I remember vividly the anticipation and uncertainty 
as we awaited his birth. Would he be born early, late or on the due date? 
Have we got everything we need? Are we ready?  There was one thing 
we knew for certain; after our son was born, our lives would never be 
the same again.  
 
The season of Advent is about getting prepared and being ready for the 
birth of Jesus Christ who was born among us, and for his return.  
 
When we were waiting for our son to be born, I remember being both 
excited and fearful.  Excited about bringing a new human being into the 
world, with all the possibilities of life for the future; but fearful about 
what kind of world he would be born into. Over the last two years since 
our son’s birth, we have seen a global pandemic, an environmental 
crisis, and a worrying level of geopolitical instability. The last two years 
have reminded us that life is fragile, and the world is a tumultuous place. 
 
The wonder and hope of Christmas is that God himself would be born 
into a fragile and broken world, because of his great love for us, to save 
us.  No matter how broken, how fragile, how scary this life and this world 
can be, God dwells in the very midst of it with us, with the promise that 
he will make all things new. He starts with us now, and promises to 
complete what he started at the end of the age.  
 
The good news about the birth of Jesus Christ really is earth-shattering 
and life-changing. I wonder how we will prepare for his coming this 
year? 
 
Rev. Rob Suekarran 
 
 
 



13th December – The Third Sunday of Advent 
 
‘There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a 
witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might 
believe. 8He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the 
light.’ -  John 1:6-8 

Were you ever in a play yourself? Did you have a starring role or were 
you one of the extras? I always seemed to be cast in the role of narrator 
in school plays when I so wanted to be an angel or a shepherd. It took 
me many years to understand that actually the narrator had an 
important part too, to tell the story of what others were seeing. And so 
it was with this strange man called John the Baptist. He was the narrator 
for the person everyone was waiting to see; Jesus. He knew that he 
needed to fade into the background of the story and allow Jesus to be 
highlighted. John had a part to play but it was not to be centre stage. 
That spot was only fulfilled in Jesus, who was unassuming and yet 
carried His presence in a way that attracted the crowds and also the 
individuals.  

Are you able to stand to one side and allow others to see Jesus through 
your words and your work and your acts of kindness? 

Rev. Ruth Barr, Diocese of St Albans 

Collect for the Third Sunday of Advent 
God for whom we watch and wait, 
you sent John the Baptist to prepare 

the way of your Son: 
give us courage to speak the truth, 
to hunger for justice, 
and to suffer for the cause of right, 
with Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 



14th December – Advent Oratorio 

Come, Lord, and cleanse us from our sin; 
Your new, glad work in us begin. 
Remove our idols from our sight; 
Let us in you alone delight. 

Prepare us for your coming reign 
By washing us from every stain; 
Make known to us your holy Name; 
Let us no more turn back to shame. 

Call us to you from every land, 
And guide us with your powerful hand; 
Show us the path that we must tread, 
Let us by you with joy be led. 

Implant your Spirit in our heart, 
That, with your Breath, new life may start; 
Take from our flesh the heart of stone, 
Let us rejoice in you alone. 

For your own sake your love display, 
That we may worship and obey; 
Rebuild the wild and desert place; 
Let us acclaim your sovereign grace. 

Paul Spicer & N.T. Wright 
 
15th December - Pray 
 
God our Father, 
you gave to Zechariah and Elizabeth in their old age 



a son called John. 
He grew up strong in spirit, 
prepared the people for the coming of the Lord, 
and baptized them in the Jordan to wash away their sins. 
Help us, who have been baptized into Christ, 
to be ready to welcome him into our hearts, 
and to grow strong in faith by the power of the Spirit. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the light who is coming into the world. 
Amen. 

 
16th December – The ‘Great O’s’ 
 
We are in the season of the ‘Great O’s’; the week before Christmas when 
the ancient antiphons have their place in the liturgy of Advent. O 
Wisdom…O Adonai….O Root of Jesse….O Key of David…O Morning 
Star…O King of the Nations…..O Emmanuel; each day up to Christmas 
Eve rehearses a title of the Coming One. They build up a tension, an 
expectation which bursts into release in the song of the angels 
announcing the birth of the Messiah.  
 
In all that this week brings;- busy-ness, sadness, joy, lists, phone calls, 
wrapping presents, preparing food, trimming a tree with baubles, 
putting up decorations- may we all find time to check our expectation 
levels, add to them by reading or saying the Great O’s.  Here’s a starter: 
 
O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of the Most High, reaching 
from one end to the other mightily, and sweetly ordering all things, 
Come and teach us the way of prudence.   
 
Rev. Roy Shaw 
 
 
 
 



17th December – Get ready 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18th December – Prepare 

In the lonely places 
The wilderness 
Where we stand forlorn 
Windswept and alone 
Your voice calls out  
Prepare a way for the Lord 
 
In the dark places 
The shadows 
Where we hide our fears 
Embrace our tears 
Your voice calls out  
Prepare a way for the Lord  

For the desert places in which we walk 
The streets we roam 
The paths we cross 
Guide our feet 
Take us to places 
Where you would go 
Give us words that you would use 



That in this Advent season 
Of promise and preparation  
We might point the way with John the Baptist 
To the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
 
O come, Thou Day-spring, from on high, 
And cheer us by thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death's dark shadows put to flight.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come again and with us ever dwell 

- From Celtic Advent Liturgies by John Birch (www.faithandworship.com) 

 
19th December – Hope 

- Image by Emma Major 



20th December – The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
‘Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.’ – Luke 1:38 
 
The story of God calling Mary to be the mother of Jesus is well known. 
Year upon year in nativity plays and carol services we recall how the 
Angel visited Mary with the news of her pregnancy, and we remember 
her humble, obedient response. And like anything familiar, there is a 
danger that the more times we hear the story, the less remarkable it 
might seem. I find I often just accept it without thinking really. God 
called and she followed. Simple. 
 
But when I do stop and think about it, I find Mary’s ‘yes’ incredibly 
moving, and her obedience astounding. She was surely aware that there 
were many risks - people might not believe her story, she and her 
family’s reputations may be ruined, she could be cast out of her own 
community, and Joseph might even leave her. But she said yes. She 
allowed God to birth in her something which seemed not just beyond 
her, but beyond all probability and possibility. She said yes to bearing 
God’s own son. And through her yes, through her obedience, God came 
to earth in human flesh, and set in motion a chain of events that would 
forever alter the course of history. 
 
God calls each of us to carry Jesus in our own way, to bear the Christ-
child in our lives, offering his love and forgiveness and hope to those we 
meet. Are willing to trust God as Mary did, and allow him to help us do 
that today? 
 
Collect for the Fourth Sunday of Advent  
Eternal God, as Mary waited for the birth of 
your Son, so we wait for his coming in glory; 
bring us through the birth pangs of this 
present age to see, with her, our great 
salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 



21st December – Make our hearts your Bethlehem 
 
The following words are taken from the song ‘Be Born in Me’ by 
Francesca Battistelli, which is written from Mary’s view point. Spend 
some time reflecting on them, and perhaps ask God how you can allow 
him to dwell in your heart and in your life today. 
 
Be born in me, be born in me. 
Trembling heart, somehow I believe 
that You chose me. 
 
I'll hold you in the beginning, 
You will hold me in the end. 
Every moment in the middle 
make my heart your Bethlehem. 
Be born in me. 
 
I am not brave 
I'll never be 
The only thing my heart can offer is a vacancy. 
I'm just a girl 
nothing more 
but I am willing, I am Yours. 
Be born in me. 

 
22nd December – Pray 
 
God our Father, 
the angel Gabriel told the Virgin Mary 
that she was to be the mother of your Son. 
Though Mary was afraid, 
she responded to your call with joy. 
Help us, whom you call to serve you, 
to share like her in your great work 
of bringing to our world your love and healing. 



We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the light who is coming into the world. 
Amen. 

 
23rd December – Expectancy 

 

 
24th December – Christmas Eve 

 
As you read the words of these poems and prayers, spend some time 
reflecting on the birth of Jesus, God with us, as we prepare to 
celebrate tomorrow. 
 
Welcome all wonders in one sight! 
Eternity shut in a span. 
Summer in winter, day in night, 
heaven in earth and God in man. 
Great little one whose all-embracing birth 
brings earth to heaven, stoops heaven to earth. 
 
- Richard Crashaw, from ‘The Holy Nativity of Our Lord’ 



 
I open the stable door;  
I kneel before the infant;  
I worship with the shepherds;  
I adore the Christ child.  
I give my love with Mary and Joseph;  
I wonder at the ‘Word made flesh’. 
I am aware of the love of God: 
 I sing glory with the angels;  
I offer my gifts with the wise men. 
I receive the living Lord;  
I hold Him in my hands;  
I go on my way rejoicing,  
glorifying and praising God. 
 
- David Adam, from ‘Celtic Daily Prayer: Inspirational prayers & 
readings from the Northumbria Community’ 
 
Collect for Christmas Eve 
Almighty God, 
as we prepare with joy 
to celebrate the gift of the Christ-child, 
embrace the earth with your glory 
and be for us a living hope 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



25th December - Christmas Day  
 
 
These are 2 of my absolute favourite cartoon 
characters. I wonder if you recognise 
them?  6 year old Calvin and his toy tiger 
Hobbes, who comes to life for Calvin.  
 

They’re best of friends, have all sorts of adventures and fun 
together, wind each other up and, ever the philosophers, they think big 
thoughts and have lots of great things to say about life as they ride their 
go-kart through the woods; sled down crazy slopes in the snow and 
generally get into  trouble. And boy does Calvin get into trouble! 
 
One Christmas morning, very early, Calvin realises there's no present for 
Hobbes under the tree.  He's really upset, but then does this: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When I read this for this very first time I just thought: wow!  How great 
is that!   
 
As we celebrate this day of days, as we rejoice once again at the arrival 
of God among us in the form of a tiny, fragile baby, it seems to me, this 
fab little duo offer something really special for us to think about. You 
see it seems to me that in the middle of all the laughter and fun of 
opening presents at Christmas Calvin and Hobbes remind us what 



Christmas is really all about: The most amazing present we have ever 
been given was never packaged up, didn't come in a fancy box or 
wrapping paper, and with not a bow or tinsel in sight.  The most amazing 
present we have been given and will ever be given is a gift from God: 
 
Just like the Christmas hug Calvin and Hobbes share, in his coming 
among us in Jesus, God has given us the most incredible Christmas hug.  
  
Calvin says he hopes his hug fits…well Jesus, our Christmas hug, fits 
everyone.  No matter who we are: big, small, old, young, black, white, 
female, male, gay, straight, anything in between, a life sorted, a life 
falling apart, happy, sad…Jesus fits everyone! And unlike some of our 
presents, Jesus, God's Christmas hug to us, won't run out on Boxing Day! 
God’s Christmas hug will never disappoint, never get lost, never break 
and never run out of batteries!  He'll keep going, keep hugging us to the 
New Year and beyond, into the whole of next year and the year after 
that and the year after that, and on and on into every year of our 
lives!  What a truly awesome thought, don’t you think?  
 
One of the most wonderful names given to Jesus in the Bible is 
Emmanuel.  As many of you will know, it means ‘God with us’.   With this 
in mind, my prayer for you on this most special of days, is that you’d 
enjoy all that Christmas has to offer, not least opening up and enjoying 
your presents, but at the same time never forgetting God's breath-
taking Christmas present to us: Himself with us, Jesus, his huge amazing 
never-ending Christmas hug!   
 
Happy Holy Hug Day!  
 

 


