
  
 
 
 
 
 

Advent 1  
 

A Short Reflective Service of Prayer  
  for those at home 

 

 

As Christmas approaches, 
Let us look for the Light, kneel in hope, 
and pray for Christ‟s coming in glory.  

AMEN  
 
 

A Reading from the Old Testament 
 

Micah 5 v 2,4,5a 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
   though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you shall come for me 
   one who is to rule in Israel, 

whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.  
And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

   in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall live secure, for then his greatness 

   will reach to the ends of the earth; 
and he will be their peace.  

 
 
 



GOSPEL READING 

Matthew 25 v 1 - 13 

„The kingdom of heaven will be like this.  
Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.  

Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, 
they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.  
As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept.  

But at midnight there was a shout,  
“Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.”  

 

Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the 
wise, “Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” But the wise replied, 

“No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to those who sell 
oil and buy some for yourselves.” And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom 

came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the 
door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, “Sir! Sir! Open the 

door for us.” But he replied, “I tell you the truth, I do not know you.”  
Therefore keep alert for you do not know when the Lord shall come.  

 

 Light  your own Candle  
(please ensure this is done safely) 

 

God of hope, as I light this candle, grant your joy and peace to our waiting world,  
prepare our hearts and lives for Christ‟s return. AMEN 

 
Pause for a moment of quiet 

 

Thought for the Day  

 

Over the past weeks our gardens have been changing, preparing themselves for 
winter, in conjunction with the fall, animals prepare themselves too. Though we take 
all of this for granted it tickled me pink to see a grey squirrel leaping across the road 

in front of me with an acorn, no doubt going off to bury it somewhere secure in    
preparation for the cold months to come.  

 

Have you ever held an acorn in the palm of your hand? Small though the acorn is, 
every oak tree began its life in this way and there is something in this thought that 

comes through in the words of the prophet Micah:  
„But you, O Bethlehem, though you are small amongst the clans… out of you will 
come one who is great… and his greatness shall stretch to the ends of the earth.‟ 

 

As we gaze at the Nativity picture, Jesus is like any other baby, tiny, helpless, 
needy of his mother and yet this tiny child, born in an obscure dusty town called 
Bethlehem will one day change the whole of human history and the destiny of all 

who believe that this child is the one Micah speaks of. 
 

Though Israel was told to expect its Messiah and even where he was to be born,  
it seems no-one was ready when the time came! In God‟s Kingdom we need to be 
alert, open to the way in which God works, ready also to do what he wants of us.  
God is a God of surprises, he chooses the humble and raises them up high, who 
would have chosen Mary to bear God‟s Son into this world, she, a lowly maiden! 

 

 We may think ourselves unable to do the Lord‟s work for we have no  super 



powers, and yet as God shows us time and time again, God can do mighty things if 
we will only believe it can be so. 

 

Sometimes we are guilty of judging a book by its cover, looking at outward  
appearances rather than what is within. When we look at the baby in the crib, most 

of us just see a baby, Mary however saw the Son of God in her hands! 
 

Remember, from small beginnings! Metaphorically speaking we are all infants,  
helpless babes in the eyes of God, and yet through faith, we too can do great things 
in the name of the Lord, the difference between us and God is that he knows this, 

we just have to believe it can be so. 
 

Who had ever heard of Billy Graham, born in 1918 in a small farmstead near   
Charlotte town, North Carolina which had begun humbly as a railroad crossing!  

When Billy Graham found faith, he was prepared to trust in God‟s mission for the 
world and proclaim the greatness of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

It is estimated that this American evangelist spoke to over 210 million people  
across 185 countries in his lifetime. From small beginnings! 

 

 
Pause for a moment of quiet 

 

Merciful God, 
You offer us, as you offer all people, refreshment for our souls, 

But more than that, we thank you that before anyone comes to you, 
YOU come to them first. 

You came to Mary and asked her to be the „God‟ bearer, 
You came to Peter, James and John by the lakeside, 

To Mary Magdelene in the garden of tears, 
To the trembling disciples in the locked room 

And even to Saul breathing murderous threats. 
Lord, you are indeed a God of surprises, 

You call your people to faith, 
To be ready for your Son‟s return 

And for us to serve you until that day comes. 
Prepare our hearts and minds, 

Open our eyes to your presence around us 
And the ways in which we too may serve your Kingdom 

Until the day comes when we are all gathered into you unending presence. 
In your name we pray. AMEN 

 
A Call to Prayer 

 

Let us pray for the world, the Church and each other 
 

Prayers for the World 
 

Who will we pray for today? Let us name them. 
 

(Silently name those we pray for) 
 

 
 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 



 
Have mercy on your people O God 

In this new and changed world that stands before us. 
 

Bring healing and wholeness to people and nations, 
and have pity on those suffering in their isolation. 

 

Strengthen all who are fearful of disease and death, 
bring them to a new hope in Christ. 

 

Hear the cry of those in pain, those who lament, 
grant them your peace and surround them with your presence. 

 

Give rest to the departed 
and bring them, with your saints, to glory everlasting. 

 

We commend the world to you for which Christ died, 
lead us in the pathways of truth and grant us your protection O God, 

Now and forever more,  
AMEN. 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven 
Hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done;                               
On earth as it is in heaven.               

Give us this day our daily bread.      
And forgive us our trespasses,        

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;      

But Deliver us from evil.      
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

For ever and ever.  AMEN 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Closing Prayer  
 

May Christ the Son of Righteousness shine upon you,  
scatter the darkness from before your path,  

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory. AMEN 
 
 


